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MILK PRCDUCTION _MAY 1, 1338,

Record seasonal increascs in milk production cccurred on the farms of crop
correspondents during both April and March and total milk production in the United
States on May 1 appears to have been the highest for that date during the 14 years
for which data are available, it was anncunced by the Bureau of sgricultural Eco-
nomicse In comparison with May 1 of last year the number of milk cows on farme is
believed to b e sbovt the same or only slightly highker, the percentage of the milk
cows being milked was about 2 percent higher, and milk production was up abtout 8
percents As a result of the rapid increase this spring, milk production per capita
in the United Stetes on Mey 1. appecrs to have teen about 3 percent avove the
1927-36 average per capita nroduction at that season, comparrd with about avarage
per capite on April 1 and somewhat loss than average during the late fall and
winter months.

Milk production this spr*n# hae been gtimulated By the carly growth of pas-
tures and by the unusuelly warm weathe=r which con nﬂed threuzh April, with the

excepticn of a ccld snell early in the mon tn astures apvear tc be average or bet-
ter in the more important dairy secticns. In the grovp of St s from Nerth Caro-

linn nerthward ond west to the fccky Meowitains, milk cows were r,ﬂortea,to be se—
curing a substentislly lerger proportion of tholr feed from pasture thon on any
May 1 during the previcus 7 years for which records heve been collecteds Feed sup-
plies are plentiful and rether low in prices Prices of dairy products have been
declining ratheor rapidly, bnb are still relatively ngn es conpa¢ed.with the prices
of farm products in gonecral., Unlass thesc coaditions cnenge meterially, milk
production pcr cow sesms lilkoly to continue fzirly Eeavy during the next month or
twoe Howcver, the numbor of milk cows on farms is not large in oroocrtion to
population, end milk producticn per cepita for thn ycar to date hae probebly been
below averagze.

)

The sharp increase in milk production per cow btetvween April

evenly distributed over the country with greater than average incr

in all major groups of Stabtes, except the Scuth Central vhere early pasturcs had
Tio

stimulated milk production pricr to April l. Tor the country as a wh le, milk
production per ccw in rerds kept by crop correspordents avvraged 15.72 pcunds
compared with 14.58 pounds on Mey 1 last year and en eversge of 14.87 pounds for

that date in the perind 1927=26. In these herds, 7440 percont of the lek COWwWsS
vere reported milked cn May 1, as comparad with ”2. 8 percent a year age and the

previcus high May 1 record of 70.7 percent repcrted in 1627,

' DAIRY PASTURES MAY 1, 1238,

The conditicn of pastures in the more important dairy sections on May 1 aver-
aged the bLest for that date since 1728, TWith mcisture supnlizs adequate in most
arcag, the generally werm weathor in tha latter rnart of April, following mild temper-
ture in earlier months, hastensd the nerthvard advance of ths grazing scascn. In
the nerthern half of the cowtry as far wost an Uontana pasturcs werc supplying cub-—
stantially more feed than usual cn Mey l. Reporte from dairy correspondents indi-
cate that milk cows were getting more then }ali of their feed from pacstures as far
nor th ag Illinois and Indiann. However, in th: extrcme northorn States from Minne-
sota eastward the proportion of feed secured from pasture on May 1 was still small,
ranging from none in some of the New Englend Stctes te about 20 percent in Michigan.

On the Pacific Coast pastures were reported in excellent cenditicns In most
of Fhe Mountain States moisture was adequate dbut cool weathcr in the carly part of
April delayed the growth of new grasse In the central Great Plains area pastures
showed improvement cduring April but in Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado, they were
St ll belov the 10-year average for May l. For the country as a vholc, the condition

qq Pagturcs on May 1 averag:d 84 perccrt of nornal corpared with 71 percent on the
ame dote a year ago ond a 1927-36 average of 76 percent for Moy 1.

[



UNITED STATES DEPLRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUEBAU OF AGRICULTIURAL ECONOMICS
CHOP REFORTING BOARD
WASHINGION, D,C.

MILE PRODUCED PER MILX COW IN HERDS KEPT BY CROF REPOPTERS_;/
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: May 1 s May 1 : May 1 : May 1

State _ _ _ __ _ t_(&vg.) 1927-36 _:_ 1986 _ _ s 1937 _ _ _:_ _ 1938 _ __
Pounds Founds Pounds - Zounds

N.Eng. 16.40 15.9% 16,91 17,07
N.Y. 18.9 18.8 19.8 19.4
WoJ. 19.9 10.2 20.4 21.1
Paw _ _ _ _ _ 17,9  _ _ __18.,1 _ _ _ _18.1 19,1
Weatdo _ _ _ 18.02 17.93 18.73_ _ _ _ _ _ 18,89 _ _
Ohio 1645 15.7 16.6 16,8
Ind, 15.4 14.1 14,7 16.6
111, 15.8 15.1 15.9 16.7
Mich, 18.4 18.0 18.5 18.8
Wise_ _ ___ _ _ __ _ _ 18.5 _ _ _ _ _ _ 1844 _ _ _ _ _ 18.5 _ _ _ _ _ _ 1923 _ .
I.M.Cente _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1.3 16.78_ _ _ _ _ _ 17,15 _ _ _ _ _ 18,04
Minn, 17.4 18.7 16.6 18,45
lowa | 15.1 15,3 14.1 17,0
Mo, 11.4 11.2 11.2 12,2
N.Daka 13,4 14.1 11.2 ' 13,8
S. Daks 13,0 13.1 10,5 13,0
Yebr, , 15,2 5.1 13.0 15.2
Lans, _ _ _ _ _ 15.2 _ 14.6 15.9 _ _ _ _ 17,0
W.N.Cente _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 14,50 . _ _ 14.70_ _ _ _ _ _ 13.83_ _ _ _ _ _ 15.62 _ _
Md., 15.0 14.9 14,7 15,7
Ta. 11.7 10.6 11.3 12,
W.Va. 11,7 10.1 10.6 11.4
M. C. 11,5 11,2 11.2 12.2
$.Ce  _ _ ___ _ __ 10 _ _ _ _ _ _ 86 __ 0.2 _ _ _ _ _ _ 846_ _ _
S.Atl. 11.20 10:34 11,07 _ 11,79 _ .
Yy. 12,0 10.5 11.8 13.2
Tenns 11.0 10.2 10.2 11,5
Uiss, 8.8 8.1 7.7 846
Aric, 10,0 9.4 9.8 11.1
Okla, 12.5 11.8 15.8 13,9
fexe . _ 0.7 _ 1066 . 10,9 . _ _11.2 _ .
S.Cente _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10.60_ _ _ _ _ _9.98 _ _ _ _10.63 _ _ _ __ 1k40 _
onte 13,5 14,4 13.8 164
Idaho 17.7 17.9 18.1 19,
Wyo. 12.8 14,6 11.4 1%.4
Colos 13,9 : 15.8 13.6 15,4
Wash. 19.5 19.90 19.5 20,3
DTee 18.7 12,0 18.7 19,8
valife _ _ _ 206 _ 2led 2la2 22l _ .
Yesta . _ _ _ __ _ 164585_ _ - _ _ _ 17.00_ _ _ _ _ _ 16.86_ _ _ _ _ _ 18.55 _ _
¢S 14,87 14,48 14.58 15,70

;/ Averages obtained by dividing the reported‘daily milk production of herds kep?t
Uy reportsrs by the total mumber of milk cows (in milk or dry) in these herds. The
regional averages shown were based in part on records from less important daircy
States not shown separately, as follnws: South Atlantic, Delaware, Georgia,
Floridas South Central, Alabama, Louisiana; Western, New lexico, Arizona, Utah,
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