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MILK PRODJCTTON APRIL l, 1935
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Allk productlon per COvi" set new low record% for April in the drought States
put is beginning to pick up elsewhere as a result of greatly imprcvsd mastures in
the South, an increase in the proportion of the cows freshening in the spring,
relatively higher prices for diary products, and relatively uufavorable prices for
veul calves. As the number of milit cows on haid is 4 to 5 nercent less thian the
pumber a year ago, total milk oroduction on April 1 appears to have been 2bout 4
percent less than oa that date last year., On March 1 corresponding calculations
1ndicated a decrease of about 6 percent from producticn last year,

From Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland, southward (except Florida) and in the
Far Southwest good masturage vartially offsets the shortage and high orice of grain.
In these States farmers are also milking a larger proportion of the milk cows and
production per cow is quite generally higher than it was last year and about up to
the level of two years ago., Farther ncrth pastures were nct furnishing much feed
but a large proportion cf the cows are being milked and the level of prices bDeing
received for dairy wproducts is stimulating production as compared with the lcw
level of production reported a year ago, In the ¥ast North Central group »Hroduction
per cow was still reported as lower than in any of the nine Seasons previous to las?
year but in the Worth Atlantic group of States production appears te have been high-
er than on any April 1 since 19&1,

Ordinarily .mder the stimulus of higher prices and increased sp
ing the veduction in the number of milk cows would be orfset by incres
production per cows This spring both hay and grain supylics are short over a wide
area end until wew crops cen be harvested, production will be very lergely dependent
on the pasturege nvailable, Hcwever, only about cne-sixth cf the milk cows are in
the area where the Zrouzght has not et been broken.

PASTURE CO:#DITIONS, APRIL 1, 1935,

The condition of farm pastures on Avpril 1 was slightly above the condition on
doril 1 last year but lower than on Aoril 1 in any of the previous ten years.
According tc these reports, pastures vary from excellent in Arizena aud Califcrnia to
exceedingly poor in nearly the whole of the Great Plains area frem lontana and
Worth Dakota to Hew iiexico and western Texas. kost of the Stotes in this Great
Plains area show by far tne lowest condition on Arril 1 for tem years or morc, with
cld grass exceedi.gly short, little or no new grass, feed supplies low or neﬁVing

exhaustion and all llVGSvOCk in thin conditions. Although cattle numbers have been
sharply reduced in this area, the ten States chiefly affected still had more than a
third of all the cattle in the United States on January 1, Uorthern portions of the
area have eaough surface moisture to give the grass a start as scon as the weather
is wvarm enovvgh, but in the central and southern portions of the area even surface
moisture is lackirg and dust storms continue; throughout the whole area there is a
Serious lack of subsoil moisture, In some sectious there are also complaints that
the stand of native pasture grasses has been sericusly thin:ed by the drought or
covered by drifting ssnd and silt. Ia the Inte‘mountain area west of the Contineatal
Divide, the situation is somewhat better from the andpoint of soil meoisture,
although there is little old feed left and new L;ass has been slow to start. 1In the
row of States stretchi.g from liinuesota to Louisiana, which were alcng the eastern
édge of last year's drought avea, pastures are merkedly bettor than at this time
last year, but do not show full recovery From these States eastward Avril 1
Pastures averaged rather better than in the last year or twe, and in the South,
‘xclusive of Texas, Oklahoma and Florida, pasturcs are reported better than on

April 1 in aay vear since 1929

.Taking the country as a whole, the Anril 1 condition of pastures averaged
68,7 percent compared with 67.1 last year, 72 in April, 1933, and an avevage of

dearly 8l during the previous nine sJears ror which figures are available,
ces
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: April 1 + April 1 April 1 @ April 1
STATE :(Avg.) 1926-1973; 1933 1034 : 1935
i Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds
e, 13.8 —-—15;—6 12,9 11.6
v 127 1212 15 135
* O « Ao ~
lass, 18.1 1%:3 17.0 109
e 178 1601 1614
oot 17.4 16.6 17.0 17.4
N.J. 17.5 16.0 16.3 171
soYe 18.6 18.8 19.3 deg
= 17.4 16,3 15.8 1t
N.ATL. 17,15 16.01 15.85 16.64
Ohio 15,4 14.6 13.7 14.7
Ind, 14,2 13.2 12.1 12.7
e 14,7 14,7 13.5 %é-é
iieh, 17.6 17.3 15.9 &5
is, 17.7 16.5 16.2 15,
E-N‘CENT. 16.83 15.54 14.64 14-80*1
Minn, 17, 16.3 14.6
Lowa, 16:3 14:8 13.6 13.9
tos | 9.3 9.0 8.3 1025
«Dalk, 12.7 11.8 10.1 8.a
-Dalz, 12.53 13.1 9.6 1716
Hobr, 13,6 14.6 12.4 2
us., 14,3 14,4 14.0 152
F.N.cm. 13,72 13,77 12.60 11.99
Del, 13.3 14.4 12.4 12.2
Md., 14,5 12.8 12.2 12.8
Va, 10.5 8.3 8.5 915
W.Va, 10.0 9.1 8.1 9.1
v.c, 11.0 9.4 8.9 8.9
5.0, 10.1 10.0 8.6 50G
Ga, 8.8 8.1 7.2 6.3
£'..1‘a“ 6.1 6.7 694 4’},}_“
5.ATL, 10,57 9.36 8.74 9-2.4
Ky. 11.0 9.3 9.4 9.5
Tenn, 05 8.4 7.7 g
ATa, 7.6 6.9 €.3 GoR
Miss 7.5 ~6.6 5.5 P
rk, 8.6 649 6.3 i
La, 7.0 6.3 2.0 6.4
Oria, 11.3 10.2 9. Q.2
eX. 9.6 8.3 2.8 “'ge
S. CENT. 9.38 8.23 7.87 8.0° ]
Yont, 12.0 12.5 11.4 10.1
Idaho 16.0 16.3 16.9 4.2
Wyf:). llo'?) 10'1 10'8 11.1
Golo, 13.5 12.7 12.3 57
. Mez, 9.6 9.0 8.9 1.8
Arig, 16.9 19.5 16.3 143
Jtah 15.3 15.1 15.8 1452
Nev, 13.6 13.2 1942 17.1
Teolh, 16.9 15,0 16.8 15.2
Jrzg, 16.3 13.6 15. 5005
lalif, 19.1 19.8 19.8 i
WEST, 14.98 14,42 14,44 14‘1f
7.s. 13,92 13.16 12.44 12.5

mbyp

~12-

l/ These are not ostimates but averages obtained by dividing reported daily pro-
duction of herds kept by reporters by number of milk cows in these herds.




