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MILXK PRODUCTION APRIL 1, 1937.

Total milk production in the United States on April 1 appears to have been
between 3 and 4 percent less than on April 1 last year, it was announced by the
Crop Revorting Board of the Buresu of Agricultursl Economics. The lower produc-
tion this year is the result of a nearly 2 percent lower milk production ver cow
and a decline of almost 2 percent in the number of milk cows on farms since April
1, last year. Total milk production was between 1 and 2 percent greater than on
April 1 two years ago and somewhat above the 1925-34 average production for April
1. The per capita supply of milk, however, was about the same as two years ago

~

and about 5 percent below the 10-year average.

Pastures have been backward this spring in areas in which they normally
furnish some feed by this time and nmilk cows appear to have been getting less
than the usual proportion of feed from that source. Grain has been high in price
and supplies on farms are short, especially in the area most affected by the 1936
drought. Due chiefly to the very abnormal feed situation, sharp regional varia-
tions in milk production per cow were reported for Aoril 1. In the North Atlentic
States milk nroduction per cow on April 1 was close to vpeak production for that
date. On the other hand, in the West North Central area with feed short and with
the smallest proportion of milk cows in production on Anril 1 since 1927, nilk
production per cow showed much less than the usual increase during March and on
Aoril 1 was only slightly above thé record low point for April 1, 1935. In Iova,
Missouri, Iebraska, and Kansas, millr production per cow was even lower than in
1935. 1In other major geographic divisions of the United States, milk production
per cow was slightly below the lC—’ear average.

For the United States as a whole the milk production per cow in herds kept
by crop correspondents averaged 13.11 pounds on April 1, compared with 13.36
vounds on Anril 1 last year, 12.51 pounds on Aoril 1, 1935, and a 1925-34 average
of 13.69 pounds for April 1. 1In the same herds 68,3 percent of the cows were re-
ported milked on Aprll 1 compared w1th 68.8 a vear earlier and 67.7 on April 1,
1935.

PASTURE COFDITION APRIL 1, 1937.

Pasture condition in the United States as a whole on April 1 this year
was the lowest on record for that date. For the United States as a whole, the
condition was 66.0 percent of normal, compared with 74.6 last April, 68.7 on
Aoril 1, 1935, and 67.1 on April 1, 1984 the previous low condition for that
date. In those areas where milk cows are usually on pasture at this time of the
year, pasture conditions averaged the lowest on record for April 1, with the ex-
eception of 1933. The low condition of pastures is due chiefly to drought last
year and retarded development this spcring as a result of cold weather late in
March. 1In much of the West and Scuthwest, precipitation late in larch was above
normal which may improve pastures 'later in the soring; but in much of the South,
freezing weather late in March gave pastures a severe setback,

With an unusually large area still under snow late in March, it is rather
early to determine the full significance of the low condition, but it is already
evident that delayed development will accentuate the abnormally short feed situa-
tion in some portions of the drought area where pastures were expected to furnish
considerable early feed. Reserves of feed grains on farms are nearly as low as
they were two years ago after the drought of 1934.
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: April 1, ¢ April 1, ! April 1, ¢ Aoril 1,

State ~ : (Avg.) 19256-34 : 1935 1936 1937

Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds
N.Eng. 15.90 15.41 15.08 15.94
N.Y. 17.2 17.1 17.7 18.5
N.J. 18.7 - 18.2 18.3 19,7
Pa., _ _ _ _ _ __ o ___1ta 16.7 7.3 _ _ _ 7.5
NAGL. . 16,91 16.64 17.01 _ _ 17,78 _
Ohio 15.1 14.7 14.9 15.2
Ind 13.8 12.7 13,0 13.3
111 14.6 13,7 13.7 14,6
Mich 17.4 16.5 17.5 17.6
Wis._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __1.4a_ _ _ _ __ 5.7 _ _ _ __Y.2 _ _ _ _ _ 17.2 _ _ _
B.N.Cent. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _16.08 _ _ _ _ _ 14.80_ _ _ _ _ 15,78 _ _ _ _ 15.90_ _ _
Minn 17.4 14.6 17.5 16.0
Iowa 13.8 13.9 14.3 13.6
Mo. 9.2 9.3 9,3 8.1
N.Dak 12.4 10.3 12.4 10.8
S.Dak 12.1 8.4 10.9 9.1
Nebr 13,7 11,5 13,3 11.3
Kans., _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1453 _ _ _ _ _ 3.2 _ _ _ _ _ 3.9 _ _ _ _ _ 12.5 _ _ _
W.N.Cent. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 13,62 _ _ _ _ _ 11,99 _ _ _13.44 _ _ _ _ 12.07_ _ _
Md. 14,1 12.8 13,1 13.9
Va 10.2 9.3 9.6 10.2
W.Va 9,7 9.2 8.6 8.9
N.C 10.6 9.1 10.0 10.2
s.¢._ _ _ __ _ _____.0__ ____89_____" 9.7 _ _ ___93 ___
S.Atl._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _10.26 _ _ _ _ _9.37_ _ _ _ __ 9.70 _ _ _ _ _9.96_ _ _
Ky. 10.6 9.5 9.5 9.3
Tenn 9.2 7.7 8.8 8.9
Miss 7.2 6,8 6.6 6.4
Ark, 8.2 7.4 8.1 77
Okla. 11..0 9.8 10.4 10.9
Tex._  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 9.3 _ _ _ __8585 ___ ___ 9.5 _ _ _ __8.0 ___
S.Cent, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 9.1y _ _ _ _ _8.36_ _ _ _ . _ 8,79 _ _ _ _ _8.69_ _ _
Mont . 12,0 10.1 12.3 12.1
Idaho 16.0 14,9 16,1 15.6
Wyo. 11.2 10.0 11.3 11.1
Colo, 13,3 11.1 14.1 13.0
Wash : 16,7 17.1 16.8 17.0
Oreg. 15.9 15.2 16.1 15.7
Calif. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __19%.2 _ _ _ _ _ 20.8 20,2 _ _ _ _ _ 17.7 _ _ _
West., - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _14.87 _ _ _ _ _ 14,13 _ _ _ _ 15,54 _ _ _ _ _. 1471 _ _
U.s. 13,69 12.51 13.36 L1311

l/ Averages obtained by dividing the reported daily milk production of herds kept
by reporters by the total number of milk cows (in milk or dry) in these herds. The
regional averages shown were based in part on records from less important dairy
States not shown separately, as follows: South Atlantic, Delaware, Georgia, Florida;
South Central, Alabama, Louisiana; Western, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada.



