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MILK PRODUCTION APRIL 1, 1978.

Following the shurpest Msrch increase thst hes occurred during the 14
years of record, the April 1 wroduction of milk in the United States wrs cbout
8 percent grester than it wes lost year, and somewhet grecster than in sny
previous year. Howcver, milk sroduction wes not perticulerly out of linc with
carrent needs, for milk production »er cevits wre only sbout 1 percent sbove
the everr e for Anril 1 during the 10 years prior to 1937.

It scems probsble thet milk production will show somewhat more than the
usual seasonsl increase this spring, unless prevented by lower orices. The
unusually lorge incresse during M-rch wss probsbly due in part to temporary
frctors including the generslly mild westher which preveiled until the end of
the menth »nd the esrly gross which nrovided scme feed rs far north »s the
Central Corn Belt. Recently, howcver, dsiry wroducts, like mest snimels, hove
been selling ~t »riccs that were relstively frvorable when comoered cither with
prices of fced srrins -nd mill feeds or with the very low orices being scocured
for most c~sh crops. As the milk cows freshen this soring, they will orobsbly
be fairly well fzd. The number of cows =nd heifers (beef snd driry) slsughtered
under Federal inspcction hes declincd somewhot and there is reason to believe
it may decline furth:r.

In 711 major geogroohic ~ren~s, milk nroducticn mer cow in herds keot by
crop corressondents on Anril 1 wee above the 1927-36 ~vernse for thet date. In.
the West North Central States znd South Centrsl Stotes, milk production per cow
on April 1 this yerr wss about 15 nercent hervier than on the s-me dote lnst
yeer when effects of the 1936 drought were still being felt on milk »roduction.
In other mejor zrounc of Stetcs, ¢xcent the North Atlentic, »roduction VEY COW
wee sbove s yoor cgo. For the country rs a whole, milk wroduction pner cow in
herds kept by crop corresnondents sveraszed 14.12 vounds on Aoril 1, comp-red
with 13.11 pounds on the same date in 1937, snd an rverazc of 13.84 nounds for
April 1 in the preceding 10 yesors.

Crop corresoondents rejorted 69.8 nercent of their milk cews in orcduc-
tion April 1. This is the same as rcoortcd on Anril 1, 1932 sad slightly higher
than for thrt dete in eny other of the 14 yeors on record. It ccmmarcs with en
average of 68.3 percent for April 1 in the period 1927-36.

DAIRY PASTURES APRIL 1, 1938.

Favored by umusually warm weather in Februsry ~nd March ~nd by sdequate
moisture in most srces, prstures etorted unususlly cerly this yeesr and by the
end of March were suoplying considerrble feed in the Southern h=1f of the
country. On A»nril 1 this yesor, prior to the recint cold weather =nd snow in the
Central Stotes, the rcvorted coniition of ferm vastures was above the 1927-36
avernge for thrt datc inm nearly 11 Strtes excent some in the Centrol and
Northern Plesins srea where last yesr's dry westher weos still reflected in o short
supply of old fecd in protures 2nd renges ond thinned stsnds. For the country
~s a whole the condition of prstures on April 1 averrgcd 80.1 vercent of normel
compered with 66.0 percent » yesr earlier, ~nd an aversge of 76.4 vocrcent for
April 1 in the ten preceding yesrs. In the Stetes where milk cows nre normally
on pasture Anril 1, the condition of pastures rveramed the best for thrt date
since 1927.

Since Anril 1, the growth of nrstures hes been checked by colder weather
in Northcrn, Crntral =nd Southwestern Stotes. Howzver, if normal temocratures
prevail from now on, n»asturcs mey be ex»ected to be moderately early.

tla -Bn- CROP REZPORTING BOARD.
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t April 1l ¢ April 1 : April 1 s bpril l
State _ _ _ _ _ :(hvg.) 1927-36 3 1936 s_ 1937 _ s . 1838
_ Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds
N, Eng, 15,67 15,08 15,94 15,99
N.Y. . : 17.2 17,7 18.5 17,6
N,Je | 18,7 18,3 19,7 20,3
Pas _ _ _ ______ 17.2 _ _ . _ _ _ 173 _ . __ _A7.5_ 17,3 _ _ _ .
NeAble © _ _ _ _ _ _ 16.89_ 17,01 _ _ _ _ _ 17,78 _ _ 17444
Ohio 15.1 14,9 15,2 15,0
Ind. 13,7 1%.0 13,0 14,1
11, 14,4 . 13,7 14,6 15,0

Mich, 17,4 17.5 17,6 1744
Wise . _ _ __ _ __ 17,4 - _ _ 1742 . _ _ 172 _ _ 17,5 _ _ _
Z.N.Cent., _ _ _ _ _ _ 15,00 _ _ _ _ _ 18,735 _ _ _ _ 1520 _ _ _ _ _ _ 16423 _ _ _
Minn. 17.3 17.5 1640 1844
Iowa 14,2 14,3 13,6 15,
Mo. | 9.4 g,c 8.1 946
N. Dak. 12,3 12.4 10.8 1147
S. Dak, 11,7 10,9 9,1 11.0
Tebdr, 13,7 15,3 11,3 13,1
.‘E_{;ags'_ ______ — ]; LJ_4___ e e _]_-_:f'ig ___________ 12-; e e _1_53_5__. — —
W.N.Cents _ _ _ . _ _ 10,64 _ _ _ _ 13044 _ _ _ _ _ 12,07 _ _ _ _ _ _ 14,06 . _ _
Md. 13.8 13,1 13,9 1442 ’
Va. . 10,0 9,6 16,2 10,7
V. Va. 2,6 8.6 8.9 9,1

- N, Cs 10,4 10.0 10,2 10.8
Se -:' ********* 10,0 _ _ _ __ _ 97 _ o _ _ o _2_3' ________ 10, 6 _ _ __
Sedtle_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10,18 _ _ . _ _9.70_ _ _ _ _ _ 9.6 _ _ _ _ _ _. 10.62_ _ _ _
Ky. 10,2 9.5 9,3 10,5
Tenn. 9.0 8.8 8.9 9,8
Migs,. 7e2 6.6 6.4 7.3
Ark, 8,1 8,1 7.7 9.1
Oklaa 10.9 10,4 10,9 12,2
TeXe _ _ _ _ . _ 94 _ _ _ _ _ _ 9.5 _ o 9.0_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 107 _ _ .~
S.Cents _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 9.1 _ _ _ _ _ B9 _ _ _ _ _ _ 8,69 _ _ . _ . _9.23 _ _ _
Mont. 12.0 2.3 12,1 12,8
Idaho 16,2 16,1 15,6 1Re3
Wyo. 12.4 11,3 11,1 1247
Colo., 13,5 14.1 13,0 14,47
Wash, 15,8 16.8 17.0 17,2
Oreg. 15.8 16.1 15,7 15,4
Calife  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 19.7 _ _ . _ _ 0.2 _ _ A7 7 2001 _ _ _ .
Wests _ _ 15.06_ 15.54 14,71 1574 _ _
UeSe L ____ _ 12.64_ _ _ _ _ _ 18.36_ . _ _ . _ 13,11 _ _ _ _ _ _ 14,12  _ _ .

by reporters by the total number of milk cows (in millkz ov dry) in these herds.

The regional averages shown were based in part cn records from less important
dairy States nct shown separately, as follows: Scuth Atlantic, Delawars,

Georgia, Florida; South Central, Alabama, Louisiana; Western, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah, Nevada.
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