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Milk production on farmstin the United States during April totaled 103 billion
pounds, 2 percent less than in the seme month last year and lower ‘than for April in A/?;L
(™, 4 of the last 6 yearse: On a per capita basis, milk production during April averaged
‘2624 pounds per day which was the lowest for the month in more than 20 years, with -
the exception of 1935 and 1937 when millk production wes reduced sharply as.& result
of the droughtse Late development of pasture feed slowed the spring upmsurge in milk
production in mapy areas this year, but most farmers appear to have been feeding
liberel quantities of grain, Ray, ahd silage to théir milk cowse High prices -for -
cull milk cows, coupled with fevorable income prospects from alternative enterprises
such as-raising meat animels, é&ppear to have encourasged close culling of milking
herds in some arease - : ? . -
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During the first 4 months of 1951, milk productign on farmg totaled 375 billion
pounds, about 2 percent less than in.the seame period & year ago.when milk production
was unusually high during the early months of the years The 4 months?! total was -
also a little below that in 1945 and:1947, but was higher than output in the seme-
period in any other year.in the quarter century for which records are availables

Milk production per cow in herds kept by crop reporters on.May 1 averaged 18455
poundse Although slightly below production per cow on lMay 1 a year ago, this wasw !
about 10 percent above the 1940=49 average for the dates In many areas, it appears
that the seasonel upturn in milk production per cow lagged through much of April,‘bub
output responded to good.weather and -improving pastures late in the monthe Between
fpril 1 and May 1, the seasonal increase this year was 7 percents except for last:
vear this was the smallest change during April in 11 yearse The average seasonal
increase between April 1 and May 1 is about 10 percente

Regionally, milk production per cow in the South Central group of States was &
percent lower than on May 1 a year ago and only 2 percent above the 10=year averagae.
for the date as compared with increases ranging from 4 to 12 percent-in earlier
months this yeere : In Texas, milk production per cow on May 1 was the lowest for the
date since 1925 and in Oklahoma it equalled the lowest figure since 1936e In both
of these States, pasture feed has been.held back this season by dry weather and low -
temperaturese In other regions, milk production per cow on May 1 was not much dif=
ferent from last year and ranged from 8 to k4 percent above the 1lO=year average for
the dates Only in the East North Centrasl States was production per cow appreciably
iigher than on May 1, 1950, . : .
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The proportion of milk cows in crqp reporters! herds reported being milked or
fay 1 averaged 73.9 percent, somewhat less than last year and the same as for May: 1
%f both 1948 and 1949, The percentoge milked was slightly higher than the 10=year
werage for the dates Regionally, the percentage milked was well above aversge in -
the North Atlantic, Eest North Central, end Vestern groups of States, and was a . .
little above average in the West North Central and South Atlantic States, but wae -
1011 below average in the South Central regione - ¢

Among the 29 States for which current monthly milk production estimates are .
availeble, new high records for April wcre established in Michigan, Virginia, and . .
North Carolina. April production has been equalled or exceedéd in only 1 or 2 other
years in several other States, including New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, South
Caroline, Tennessece and Californiaes On the other hand, in Oklahoma and Montana,
ailk production on farms was the smallest for April in records covering about 20
yearse In Iowoa and Webraska, April milk pfoduétion was the lowest since 1937¢ In
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the Dekotas, milk output on farms was about onew=sixth below the lOmyear average for
April and in Illlnom, Kansas, Texas, Idaho, and Oregony it ranged from 7 to 10 pers
cont below averagee ‘In most of these States, the number of milk cows now on farms
is considerably reduced from the average level of recent yearss Wisconsin continued
to lead all Statossrith an April milk production of 1,473 million pounds, followed
by Hinnesota with 791 million pounds, California with 562 million pounds and

Pennsylvam.a with 522 million oounds; o ) - . '
_.gpyyg%z.g;LK PRODUCTION ON FARNS, UNITED STATES, 1940~49 AVERAGE, 1950 and 1951
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ontht Verage s H : ¢ Average ¢ St :
e 8 1940w29 ._135_0_ s _1_951__ 3 1950 ¢ 1940-29 t 1850 : 1981 -
1illion pounds ™~ Bereent Powds_
Jans 8,548 9,067 . 8,960 99 "1499 1494 1489 oo
Eeba 8,246 8,721 . 8,527 98 2410 . 2406 - 1499. .
Mare 9,538 9 991 9 690 97 2022 2413 2404 .
Apre 10,146 10 506 1o 328 98 ., 2443 2431 , 224
Hay . 114885 11,84p, . . L. 2476 252 : |
June 12,392 12,533 2097 2475
July 11,621 . 11,870 289 2452 o :
Auge 10,505 , 10,620 2 443 2625 Toa
Septe  9,274. . 9,396 . 2421 “o 2406 - )
Octe 84835 T 9,081 2404 1692
Yove ‘8,125 8,402 . ) 1,93 1483
Dece_ __ 8%& L 8yBRB ____le92 -~ X8O .
Yoar_ _ HQMS T 12048555 . 2e3L 2617 _ . _ ——
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NeJe 89 101 102 101 1 SoCe 50 56 ¢ 53 55
Poe .. 456 ,. 529 500 522 3 Kye - 170 184 - 156 + 181
Ohio . 426 . . 451 434 465 ¢ Tenne 179 196 165 197
Indée . 290 274 277 277 1 Alos 111 122 111 117
Ille 468 446 432 433 3 Ilisse 120 120 . 116 129
Miche 464 504 476 506 3 Oklag 227 187 168 180
Wise 1,364 1,482 1,371 1,473 1 Texe © 382 359 330 346
Minne 804 317 813 . 791 3 lMonte 58 . AT 42 | 46
TIowa 567 496 488 482 ¢ Idaho . 1156 107 96 - 105
Hos 335 379 314 - 861 3 Utah .. 58 62 v 57 60
NeDeoke 176 . 146 . 132 . 146 3 Washe . ~191 183 158 181
SeDake 143 - 120 111 . 120 : Orege .133 128 97 123
Nebre 229 196 180 190 1 Calife 522 553 523 562
Kansa 273 241 - 223 247 ¢ Othor ,

Vae 136 166 164 174 3 Stetes 1,487 1,702° 1,466 1,610
N.c. 123 143 135 . 148 3 UsSe 1011_%6__ 10,506 __93_6,9_0_ 10,388
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DAIRY PASTURES

Early spring pasture feed mede -slow progress ovor most of the Nation durlng
Aprile Cool tcmperatures and wet weather in the northern States.a?d unusually ?y
conditions in some gouthwestern aroas during most of the month 11m1teq grass growt?o
However, May 1 dairy pasture conditions in the Atlantic and North Central regions
g were above the very unfavorable May 1 pasture conditions of a year agoe For the

' country as a whole, dairy pasture conditions on May 1 averaged 80 percent of.m.)rmal,
5 points above May 1 a year ago, but 2 points bolow the 10=year average COHdlth?
for that dates Waorm weather in the last weck of the month in the oastern two=thirds

’ of the United States and late April rains in the Wost, greatly improved lMoy pasture
prospectss With moisture conditions favorable in all areas exccpt the Southwest,
continued warm weather should result in rapid growth of grass for livestock fcede

Poorcst May 1 pastures were reported in the South Central States where con=
tinued lack of rain, particulerly in Texas, has seriously hurt growth of green feede
The May 1 dairy pasture condition in the South Central region of 71 percent of nor=-
mal was the lowest since 1940, 3 points under last year, and the fourth lowest May 1
condition in 70 years of recordss Condition of Texas pastures roported as a ncar
record low for May 1 reflect the continucd drought in that Statees Pasture grass has
been slow in developing and new foed is very shorte Although rains in northeast
Texas have been helpful, additional moisture and warm weathor arc necded to bring
pastures alonge Oklahoma pasturcs arc very late due to cool weather and lack of
moisture, but rains in late April greatly improved the moisture supply in that Statce
Grass development in othor States in this area was delayed by the cool weather but
viorm woather late in April broucht pastures along rapidlys

Dairy pasture conditions in the North Atlantic States werc zencrally in above
average conditions Pastures in this arca provided little forage for livestock during
April, but ample soil moisture and warmer tcmperaturcs in the lattor half of the
month set the stage for devclopment of zood forage in liays In the South Atlantic
arca. all States except West Virginia and Georgia also showed above average pasture
conditions on Moy le Pastures in the southcast improved rapidly in the last two
weeks of April duc to high tomperet “os and good soil moistures Maryland, North
Carolina, and- South Carolina reported lay 1 pasture conditions 5 noints or more above
averagee

Pasture conditions in the East North Central area were s little above average on

May le Conditions were very unilorm in all States of this regione Cool weather had
retarded pasture development in April and there was very little green Teed available
on May ls However, warmer temperatures beginning in late April improved pastures
markedlye DMoisture conditions are very good and pasture prospects are favorablee
Pastures in the West North Central States were also very late and in much of this .
area grass showed the first significant growth of the spring in late Aprile 1In

“’Iissouri and Kansas where some feed is normally available by lloy 1, pasture condition
was 8 points below averages In other Stetes of this area, pasturc condition was
closer to average, and in all Stotes condition was well above thet on ilay 1, 19504
The combination of warm weather beginning the last weel: of April and very favorable
soil moisture conditions should promote rapid groiith of grass during llays

In the West, May 1 pasture conditions wnare slightly below a ycar ago, and well
below averages Irrigated pasturcs, however, have been very goode In the Pacifie
Coast States below average rainfall deteriorated pastures sharply during April, but
late April rains greatly imppoved prospectse Californials extended dry spell éas
broken by rains in southern California in mid=April; followed by general rains over
the Statess However, cool weathor late in the month retarded pasture development
somewhate In the Rocky Mountains and Intermountain States, new fced has been delayed

by cool weather and lack of moisture but i i t
1% Montena, Idaho, Wyoming, 8%aﬁ,uégloga §fnggglNg%ég§°have improved pasture prospects



PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
May I, 1951
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PERCENT
OF NORMAL

80 and over Good to excellent
. 65 to 80 Poor to fair
50 to 65 BB Very poor
35 to 50 I Severe drought
Under 35 8 Extreme drought

$AS REPORTED BY
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

W INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
FROM EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 48162 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
” D, May |, 1950
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PERCENT,
OF NORMAL
80 and over Good to excellent
65 to 80 Poor to fair
80 to 65 BEZ Very poor
35 to 50 I Severe drought

*AS REPORTED BY 7 GRE
CROP CORRESPONDENTS &

*INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
FROM EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS
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- - — —_ MILK_PRODUCED PER MILK_COY IN ZERDS KZPT BY REPORTERS 1/ _ _ _ __ ___
State =..A ____________ May L - o m . = — -
and ¢ Average 2 : T L. " ‘
Division 3 _1940-49 _: fgfg ~~~~~~ P - 9% L Eg_?l_. _—
Pounds
He. 15.8 16,6 17.4 18.3
N, H, 15.8 1645 18,5 19.5
Vie 18,0 19,5 20,1 20,0
Hass. 1902 20,4 21l.6 2008
Conne 12,1 21,0 2042 21,5
l"lY' 21;5 2208 24_‘.8 2409
N‘ J‘ 22.1 24.1 24'7 2405
Pae . o 20,0 _ _ _ _ _ Ple8 _ . _ 280 _ _ ___ __ 224 . _
N.Atl . 20,12 215 2297 93 . -
Gopade- '~ — - A Sale ot il el — - — - - - el -
N 1609 18.1 1700 1766
I11, 18,1 19.5 19,3 19,6
MiCho 29D4' 21.6 22.1 2313
_W;i_s_' ______ 2 loé ______ 2 _3_0;_”_ — e e — 2_3_!_5_ e o e 2_3:_5__ — o - -
B.NeCents _ _ _19.67_ _ _ _ _ _: 2le4S . . _ _ 21,47 - _ 2l.93 . _ _ _
Minn' 20;1 2301 ?4'1 ?3.4 :
Iowa 18,2 18,9 12,9 1246
Mo, 13,0 15,1 14,5 12.4
N.Dak, 15,2 17,3 1644 17.8
P.Dak, 14,4 14.8 15,3 15.9
Vebr, 17.0 18.1 18, 18.1
Kanse _ . _ 16.8 _ . _ . _ 180 _ . . _ _L7.0_ _ _ _ __ _ _17.6_ _ _ _ _ _
YWeHeCent 15486 - 13.31 18653 _ _ _ . _ _ _18.54 _ _ _ _ _
Hay ~ B e iy - - - 19.7 " T T~ " Io.a 19.7
Ya, 13.3 16,0 15.8 16.1
W.Vae' 1.8 13,7 1341 12.9
N.C. 13.1 14,6 14,6 15.4
o Co 1l.2 13,1 13,5 12,0
Gae . . _ . _ 98 __ ____ 1069 _ L iled S
SeAtl. . _ 12.98 _ _ _ _ _ 14,77 . 1£.85 . _14.68 _ _ _ _ .
Eyvae . e 12,6 13.8 13.3
enne 12,2 136 13,1 13.6
Ala. 908 11.5 1009 10:0
MiSS. 804 5349 9.3 9,5
A.rk. 9.9 ll.O 10.4 10.3
Oklae 12.5 13,6 1249 11.8
Texe _ _ _ . _8e9__ _ __ _ ¢ Q8. o 1064 . _ . _ _ 960 o
Selent_ _ _ _ _ 11.01  __ _ _ _ _ 12.24 . __ 1178 _ . _ _ _ _ _ 1l.2) . _ _ _
Mont, 17.4 1743 17.3 17.2
Id_a,ho 30.3 2109 ?1.5 2200
“IyOo 1607 18¢5 19.6 19.4
Colos. 17.2 17.8 18,5 18,5
Utah 19,7 20,8 2243 234
WaSh‘ 21.‘3 22.7 2300 2?.9
Oreg. 20.8 21,7 21l.4 2725
Salife . . _B2e9 _ . _ _ _ _ P2 o 230 _ o __ 2320, _ _ _ _
ﬁei‘b ~~~~~~ 2 9_0;?‘6 ______ 2 loés_ v - - —— _al_g_gﬁ _______ al_,_az_ - - — —
E;_S_c ______ 1 _6_.&3__ _____ 1 0_27_7_ — et - - ls.'.s.l ——————— 1.8&5.5 —————

;]._/ Averages represent daily milk »roduction divided by the total nurber of milk cowe
(in nilk or dry)s Figures for Wev England States and Few Jersey are based on eom
bined returns from crop and srecial dairy-reporters; others represent crop report
ers only. Averages for some less important dairy States are not shown separately



