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MILK PRODUCTION, JAWULRY 1, 1940

During the month of December milk production in the United
States increased about as usual, and on January ., 1940 the
quantity of milk produced on farms was some 2 percent higher
than at the beginning of 1939, In herds kept by crop correspon-—
dents, milk production per cow averaged about 1 percent greater
than a year ago and the number of milk cows is believed toc have
increased in about the same proportion. The resulting total milk
production represents an all-time high for Janusry 1 but in re-
lation to consuming population indicates a per caopita supply
only about 2 percent above the 1929-38 aversge for that date,

Moderate temperatures and little snow in the first three
weeks of December were very favorable for millz production in the
northern and central portions of the country., OCn the other hand
the lack of meoisture during the early part of the month reduced
available pasturaze in some of the Southern States, Feed supplies
on farms are generally plentiful and prices of dairy products
appear to have held up well at the turn of the year, In a
limited number of the more important milk producing States for
which monthly records are available, grain feeding on January 1
appears to have been unusually heavy for that season of the year,
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In New York, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, end in 6 of the 11
Western States milk production per cow 6n January 1 was reported
the highest for that date in the 16 years of record, while the
average for the country as a whole was the second highest. Pro-
duction per cow fell below the 10-year average for January 1 in
only 7 States, 5 of which were in the lower Mississippi Valley
or closely adjacent,

For the United States as a whole, the production of milk per
cow on January 1 in herds kopt by crop correspondents averaged
12,46 pounds compared with 12,33 pounds on the same date a year
ago and an average of 11,84 pounds for January 1 in the period
1929~38. In these herds 67.4 percent of the milk cows were re—
ported in production compared with a range of 64,0 percent to
67.7 percent in the previous 15 years,
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reporters and are weighted by counties. Figures for other States, reg:’_onc, and

U. 8. are based on returns from Crop reporters only. The regional avorazes are
based in part on records of less iiportant dairy States not showm separa..,e“ » &S
follows: Worth Atlantic, Rhode Island; South Atlantic, Delaware, Ceorgla, and
Floriday South Central, Alabama, Louisiana; Western, New Mexico, Arizoma, Utah and

Nevada..
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MILK PRODUCTION PR COW
In herds kept by crop correspondents
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In herds kept by crop corresvondents
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