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MILK PRODUCTION, OCTOBER 1, 1934.

With pastures showing record imorovement during September, milk produc—
tion per cow has been well maintained and on October 1 was averaging about 1
per cent above prodiuction on that date last year. However, the heavy culling
and marketing of milk cows during the mast few months has left fewer milk cows
on farms than a year ago, This decrease in milk cow numbers has avparently more
than offset the increase in production ver cow, and total daily milk woroduction
on October 1 apnears to have been averaging 1 to 2 per cent below production on
that date last year., In mich of the area eastward from the Bastern Corn Belt
States pastures on October 1 were better than they have been at any time since
early soring and the improvement in pastures daring September has been an im-
portant factor in holding milk oroduction at a relatively hizh level compared
With recent years, offsetting in vart the effect of fewer fall fresh cows.
Combared with last year, increased nroduction per cow in this area and in the
Soath Atlantic States, whiere pasture conditions were better than on Octeber 1
last year, more then offset the very low production in the worst drought areas.
In the country as a whole, crop corresponde.its were securing a daily average
of 12.08 oounds of milk ver cow on October 1 compared with 11.98 pounds last
year, 12.12 pounds on October 1, 1932, and an average of 12.66 pounds during the
previous 5 years. In all grouns of States a larger provoortion of the cows were
being imilked than in any recent year. Corresvondents report 70.8 ver cent of
thelr milk cows being milked on October 1 compared with 69.4 per cent last year,
69.2 per cent on October 1, 1932 andi a vrevious high of 70.3 per cent in 1923,

DATIRY ?ASTURE?CONDITIO?S, OCTOBER 1, 1934.

Dairy vastures improved markedly during September, particularly in most
of the area from New York and Maryland westward into Minnesota, eastern Nebraska
and Xansas, aad Arkansas, Oklahama and northern and eastern Texas, However, ex-

cepttalong the Atlantic Coast pasture conditions were mostly below average. In
the country as a whole the condition of dairy pastures on October 1 was revorted
as 59.2 ver cent of normal compared with 63.7 ver cent last year, 52.8 in 1930,
wien dairy mastares were the lowest on record, and an average of 73.9 during the
ten years 1922 to 1931. 1In the whole area from the Mississipni River westward
pastures are still exceedingly poor and in most States in this area, pasture

and range conditions are much voorer than in any other year for which October

1l records are available.
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MILK PRODUCED PER MILK COW IIT HERDS KEPT BY CROP REPORTZRS 1/

: October 1 : October 1 October 1 ¢+ October 1

STATE s (Avg, )1925-1931 ¢ 1932 : 1933 : 1934
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds

I‘éee 15.2 14,2 13.5 13,2
N. H, 14,1 14,9 13,7 14,3
Vt. 12.7 1345 13.8 12.9
Hasse 17.8 17.8 17,1 16.6
fle I. 19.3 18.9 3001 1806
~Q0n:{io 16.5 17.2 17.6 1604
m. ¥, 15,5 1546 15,9 15,7
Ne Je 18,2 18,0 17.4 18,7
Pa. 15,5 14,9 15,4 16,0
N. ATL, 10442 15.42 15,68 15,70
Ohio 14,7 14,3 1440 14.4
Iad. 13,9 13.9 12.7 13,5
111, 12:5 12.5 127 13.4
Mich. 15,4 16,1 14.0 15.5
Wis. 1ag 1 1341 1269 13,8
E. J. CENT. 14,14 13,70 13,14 13,98
Minn, 12,3 11.4 11.1 1047
I owa 11,9 12,7 12.3 12.2
Mo, 10,6 9,7 9.4 9.8
. Dalz. 11,1 10.2 D2 9.4
S. Dak. 9.8 9.5 9.2 843
Nebr. 10,9 11,1 121 11.3
Kans, 11,1 11,5 12,3 10,2
W. N, CENT, 11,30 11.06 11,02 10,49
Del, 13,1 11.9 12.6 1245
Md. 15,0 13,9 14.5 14,8
Vae 12,3 10,6 10.9 12,1
W.e Vae 12,8 11.4 12.4 11,7
N. Ce 11.9 1047 10,3 11.4
S. C. 9.6 9.8 10.0 9.8
Gae 8.9 8.6 8.0 8.1
Fla, 7.1 (4 5.6 8.3
S. ATL, 11446 10,19 10443 11,05
Ky 12,1 11,5 11, 11,9
Tenn, 10,6 9.0 9.6 9.2
Ala, 8,0 3el 7.0 647
liss. 77 6o 6 £.8 6e4
Ari, 9,3 B8e2 7.6 6.6
La, 6.2 e D 6.1 5.2
Okla. 9,8 9,1 8,9 8,1
Tex. 9,2 B.6 8el Bed
S. CE:T. Q.42 373 8,61 8,48
Mont, 12,2 11,8 12,1 12,0
Ida. - 1642 17.8 15,0 15,0
Wyo. 12.4 10«7 11,5 11.2
Coloe 12.0 11.3 11.4 10.9
W, Mex. 8.6 9.7 10,0 Q.O
Ariz, 14,6 12.0 11.8 15,9
Utah 14‘08 lb‘e‘l 14.1 14.1
Nev, . 14,1 12.3 12.8 11.9
Washe - 16.6 16.1 1563 16,1
Orege 13.8 14,7 13,5 1@.7
Calif, 16,3 16,6 16.4 1642
TRAT, 13,97 13%.57 30,36 13,44
U. 3 12,56 1512 13,86 108,
l/ These are not estimates but averages obtained by dividing revorted daily pro-

duction of herds kept by reporters by number of milk cows in these herds.
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MILK’ PRODUCTION NOVEMBER 1, 1934

Total milk production on November 1 appears to-have been 2 or 3 percent
below production on that date last year for the incrcased production per cow on
hand, reported at one.percent, appears to have been more than offset by a
decrease of 3 or 4\percent in the number of milk cows. In most of the severe
drought area, including most of Minnésota, and the western portions of Nebraska,
Kansas, Oklahomn and Texas, production per milk cow is still very low. In the
South outside of. the drought area production per cow is about as low as at the
same season in the past two years, due in part to the reduced supply of cotton-
seced products available for feeding, BElsewhere the mild fall weather, the close
culling of low producers and dry cows and the sale of sucking calves rcsulted
in a slight increasc in milk production per cow even though grain feeding
continues light, Taking the country as a whole, tho crop correspondents of the
Department were securing an average of 11.56 pounds of nilk per cow on November 1
compared with 11,48 pounds on that date last ycar, 11.70 pounds in 1932 and the
November 1 averago of 12,30 pounds during the previous 5 years, With October
weather mostly favorable for late pasturage, milk cows were socuring an unusually
large proportion of their feed from pastures for that secason of the year, Less
grain and concentrates wore being fed per milk cow than in any recent year but
the ration being fed was apparently more carofully balanced. Crop correspondents
were milking 69,2 percent of their milk cows on November 1, compared with
68.2 percent last year, 68.3 percent in 1932 and the November 1 average of 68.1
percent during the previous 5 yoars.” This relatively large proportion nillked
appoars to have beon due in part to fewer dry cows in the herd and in part,
to fewer calves suclkiing. :

. PASTURE CONDITIONS, NOVEMBER 1, 1934

Pasturage has been partially relieved in some scections by the mildness
of the fall which has mado it possible for farmers to conserve supplies for
vinter use by keeping a larger proportion of their stock on pastures than is
customary at this season of the year. In the upper Mississippi Valley arca
the reported condition of pastures, while still low, was higher on Nyvember 1
than in any previous month since April. In the Pacific Coast States and in
portions of the Intermountain areq pasturcs and ranges improved somewhat during
October and they are expected to show some further improvenent as a result of
recent rains if the %Yorperature continues favorable, = In the Roclzy Mountain States
however, and in the Great Plains portion of the adjoining States to the eastward,
ranges and pastures have made little if any improvement and the feed situation
continues vory serious. In most other Statos the grass is short but cattle and
sheep are able to get along with little supplementary feed. For the country as a
whole pasture conditions were roported the same on Novermber 1 as cn October 1,
while comparable November 1 reports .are not available for other ycars, it is
pPrebable that pasture conditions usually dceline considerably during October,
particularly in the more northern States,



