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MILK PRODUCTICH JUNME 1, 1937

A record increase in milk production during May this year was annouaced by
the Crop Reporting Board of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Tais increase
reflects a rapid recovery in areas where new grass has relieved acute feed short-
ages, a very sharp increase in the proportion of milk cows being milked, aal con-
tinuéd heavy production in Northeastern dairy arcas. On June 1 milk production
per cow in herds kept by crop correspondents was between 2 and 3 percent above
that on June 1 last year and the highest for that date since 1931, With about 2
percent fewer milk cows on farms than a year ago total milk production appears to
have been slightly above that on June 1, 1936, Taking into considcration the up-
ward trend of population, milk production per capita was about the same as on June
1 last year and slightly above the 1925-34 aversge Tor Junc 1, This represcnts
a substantially higher lcvel ther during the period from February to April this
year waen the per capita milk supply was about 5 purcent below the 10-ycar average.

An outstanding development of the past month has been tae unusually sharp
increase in the proportion of milk cows reported milked. The increase was per-
ticularly marked in the Western Corn Belt and Great Plains arca where many of the
milk cows are of dual purpose type and where the proportion milked is usually
rather low because it is customary to let some of the calves run with the cows. On
June 1 farmers in those Statcs as a group were appareatly supplementing their re-
duced incomes by milking a substantially larger proportion of their cows than in
any of the past dozen years. n the country as a whole the June 1 reports showmed
that 76.5 percent of the milk cows in the herds kept by crop correspondents were
being milked., The highest percentage previously reported for June 1 was 75,5 in
1928 aud 1930, and the 1925-34 average was 74.7 percent, With the opening of the
pasture season in Ngrthern States during i{ay, ncw grass relieved serious feed
shortages in the 1936 drought areas and caused sharp increases in millt production
even though pastures in parts of the Great Plains area —ere still very poor. In
the dairy sections Trom Minnesota, Iowa, ond Missouri castward, pastures were close
to or above average on June 1. In the western part of this area milk production
per cow increased more sharply than usual during M~y, while in thc FWortherst about
the normel seasonzl increase maistained milk procduction st a very hizh level,

In the United States as a whole, milk production per cow in herds kept by crop
corrcspondents on June 1 nveraged 17.39 pounds compared vith 16,99 Eﬂ%f%&F?? June
1, 1936.and a 1925-34 average of 16,99 pounds for that date.

DAIRY PASTURES JURZ 1, 1937 SEP 1 1441

Although pastures have becn late in starting and werc still gqu;éggprase
on June 1, some improvement has occurred since that tinmc and prcsentkgrbébeéts ap-
bear rather favorable for summer pasturage in the more important dairy areas. Re-
ports from crop correspondents on June 1 weighted in proportion to the importance
of various States in dairy production, showed an average condition of pasturcs for
the United Statcs of 79,8 percent of normal, compared with 77.0 percent last year,
78,8 perceat on June 1, 1935, and a 1923-32 average of 81,0 percent, In practical-
ly the whole area from linnesota to Arkansas and oastward, vastures were much
better on June 1 than they were a ycar ago and in most of these States Pastures
Were rcported closc to or tetter than average for that date. In the southern por-
tions of 21l the Gulf States, prior to the rains of carly June, pasturc coaditicas
werc rather poor as a result of short rainfall in Mey. ZExtrcmely poor pastures
%ere reported in the Great Plains States, but following the rains of the past two
weeks some improvement has occurred in most of this area with the cxeeption of
Gastern Montans and northwestern North Dakota which are still dry. In the western
;zitzs,b£§szu?es vere reta?ded Py poor groving con@i?ions egrlier and vere re-

: ow average generally with very poor conditions beins reported in parts
of northern California, -
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Jene 1 : June 1
1936 : 1937 _ _ _ _
Pounds Pounds
18.86 17.52
23.9 24,1
22,5 21.5
21.6 21.4
21.85 21.65
19.5 20.3
17.5 17.9
17.5 18.1
22.8 22.7
23,3 22.7
20.89 _ _ _ _21.00_ _ _ _
20.9 7 720.7
17.9 18.8
11.8 13.6
16,2 16,4
15,7 16,1
17.9 17.4
_____________ 16.5 _ _ _ _ _17.2__ _ __
16.97 17.44
17.1 16.5
12,7 14.1
12.3 14.4
11.8 12.6
10.7 1.1
T Tazzs] T T T 1256 _ L
12.7 14.6
11.2 12.5
8.1 8.5
11.0 11.4
12.0 13.2
__ 07 _ o _10.6_ _ ___
10,83 B - T
16.8 17.1
20.1 20.3
16,2 16.2
15.9 16.8
22.5 23.4
20,8 20.8
2Ll _20.0_ _ _ _.
18,72 19.18 _ _ _ _
16.99 17.39 _ _ _ _.

regional averages shown were based in part on records from less impor‘tant dairy

States not shown separately, as follows:
South Central, Alabams, Louisiana;

Floridas
Nevada.
mjd

South Atlantic, Delaware, Georgia,
Western, Mew Mexico, Arizona, Utah,



