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Hilk production on farms in the United States in lateh is estimated at 9,690 7~
million pounds, down 3 percent froa iiarch 1950, the record high for the nonth, but/g;j
2 percent above the 1l0-year average for larch., Liberal crain feeding of milk cows -
over the Mation »artially offset less favorable nroduction weather to hold »ro-
duction ver cow at o relatively hish levels The perrentage of cows in »Hroduction
during larch was also down from a year ago but was well above average for the
nonthe, “otal production of milk in i'arch was at a low level relative to the
Nation's wopulation, Daily milk oroduction Jer canita was 2.04 nounds, as compared
to 2415 Dounds in Yarch 1950, and was the fourth lowest March mer cadita outnut
since 1930,

Production of milk per cow in crom redorters! herds on &pril 1, 1951, averaged
17.32 pounds, a near record level for thnt Jates It showed ahout the usual
seasonal increase from Yarch 1. The current #»oril 1 outnut was down 1 Mercent
from that of last vear, which was the record high for that date., April 1 wroduc—
tion »wer cow in all regions was bYelow a year ago, excent in the South Atlantic
anfdl Western groups of States, where the current output wes slightly higher. Season-
ally, the & ril 1, 1951 »roduction showed a 549 percent inerease from March 1,
comdared with a 1l0-year average increase of 7.2 mercent. A1l regions showed about
the usual seasonal increases, with heavy su’plemental feeding helning to overcome
the weather conditions which have slowed.up grass develonment and been unfavorable
to production as a whole. . L

The nercentage of milk cows in eron renorters? herds in production on 4oril 1
averaged 70,3 mercent., This is 1 point down from April 1, 1950 but is a2luost
1 noint above the 10-year average ~:crcent of cows in production. From lMarch 1 to
Anril 1, the wnrcent of cowg in wroduction showed & 4.8 »-reent increase, cbout
the same increase ac sho'm a year a~o but slightly creater than the 10-year average
change from lfarch 1 to April 1. The wercentaze of cows in production on April 1
was below a year azo in all regions cxcent the South .itlantic where it equalled
last yeer and the West, where it was slightly evove and 2 new april 1 high for
that area.

among the 29 Stetes for which nonthly ewtinates of nilk oroduction are
avail~ble, March 1951 oroduction in Ohio, [‘ichigan, Virginia, Forth Carolina
and South Carolina established new record highs for the monthe. In Kentucky and
Mississin~i, Marech production erualled the all-time high for the month. In New
Jerse;, Pennsylvania, Tisconsi., Iliissouri, Tennessee, ..labama, Utah and California
the current March outmut has beea exceeded in only one or two previous years. Of
the 29 States with pnroduction estimated currently, all but 12 showed »roduction
above the 10-yecr averoge for March. On the other hand, Oklahoma and lontana
recorded new lows in lerch milk production for the 20 years or so that records are
available, In Iorth Dakota, Idoho and Oreson, production was near »revious lows
for Yarch. In all 12 States with total milk »roduction below average, nilk »ro-
duction ner cow wes avdove everage vt reduvced numbers of milk cous on farms kept
nroduction down. 1ilk: production mer cow in herd set new highs for iarch in Ohio,
Indiano, Illinois, Iowa, Febraska, Virginis, Utah, Washington and Oreson. In
the States of Yorth Daota, South Carolina ~nd Califgrnia, Tarch milk production
wer cow eouzlled “revious highs “or the month, while in 15 other States it was
near record levels, Wisconsin »roduced an estimated 1,371 nillion pounds of milk
in March, renresentins eluost 14 nercent of the Mation's roduction, to agein
lead all States. liinnesota with 813 million Hounds was second, followed by Calif-
ornia with 523 nillion mounds end Pennsylvania with 500 million »ounds.
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State:Average: MArch , TFeb. | ilarch Pilbreh foyrenl Feb. | '
beleragel 1950 1 1951 | 1951 ) UOM MMTORTES! Tyos0 f 1951 | Mo
— = HA940-49r T TP LT R L 31940-40: T I TN
_HMillion pounds : Killion vourds M
]Slro Jn 89 108 90 108 H Selle 47 52
Pa, 435 507 428 500 : Kye 144 156 1?2 122
-Ohio 388 428 353 234 Tenne 154 172 135 165 v
Ind. 274 274 248 277 Alas 99 115 95 111
I11. 449 438 375 432 iiiss. 100 116 95 116
Mich, 436 472 417 475 Olcla, 1908 171 144 168
Tis. 1,250 1,375 1,144 1,371 : Tex, 333 325 266 330
Minn. 807 832 897 813 Mont. 52 43 36 42
Iowa 545 487 414 488 1 Idaho 104 97 83 96
Mo 279 1313 . 271 514 Utah 54- 57 53 57
W. Dak.160 135 112 132 : Washe 162 158 134 158
S.Dak, 131 108 92 111 : Oregs 107 101 75 98
Tebr, 205 1281 151 180 : Calif., 482 520 423 523
Xans., 239 218 201 223 + Other
‘Ta., 124 157 145 164 : Statesl,570._ 1,745 1,634 _ 1,465 _ _ _
Ww.C. 115 _ 131 _ _ 1e2 _ _ 135 : U. 8. 2,088 _ 9,991 _ 8,827 _ _ 2,690 _ _ _
= 1/ tiorthly date for other States not yet available.
JI03YLY [DILY PRODUCTIOL OF F RS, UJITED ST..TTS, 1940-49 AVTU.GE, (1950 and 1951
- e WL ety e i el 1
HMonth: -iverage : H : 1951 : «verage =
o ioeag » 19500 198 Ton0 ssaoadg XX i e
}7illion mounds Percent Pouncs
Jan. 8,548 9,067 8,960 99 1.99 1.94 1.89
Fev, 8,246 3,721 8,527 98 2,10 2,06 1.99
Mar . 9,538 9,991 9,690 97 2022 2.13 2.04
ipr. 10,146 10,508 2.43 2,31
llay 11,8385 11,840 2765 2652
June 12,392 12,538 2.97 2,75
July 11,621 11,870 2469 2,52 .
Aug. 10,505 10,620 2.A% 2,95
Septe 9,274 9,396 2021 . 2,06
Oct. 8,835 9,081 2.04 1.92 .
Tov. 8,125 8,402 1.93 1,83 ‘
Dege_ _ 8,334 8,523 _ o e e e — == 1.92_  _ . _. 1,80 _ _ 2 »
Year_  _117,448_ 120,555 _ o o e e e e e — 2,31 _ _ _ _ 2.17 _ o - —
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Milk-feed “rice ratios in March were about equel to the-longtime average, but
butterfat-fecd ﬁrice ratios were relatively unfavorable for feedings The-value ber
;looepounds of céncentrate rations fed to milk cows in milk selling areas averaged
83454 ner hundred nounds, about a half dollar higher than in }arch a year ago.
In cream sellins arcas, the value of concentrate rations fed was 33421 per hundred
. pounds- &8 compared to $2.62 in March 1950.

: - Regionally, in the Torth .tlantic States the quantity of grain and concen-
“trates fed or milk cow in cro» reporters! herds was record high. - In this area,
nilk priéosihave Been apdreciably ﬁigher relative to rotion costs than in the 1930-
49 period and lack of ruality in last year's hay ~rop has encouraged su>»lemental
grain feeding to heln maintain mill: nroduction.: In Southern regionsj new high re-
cord cuhantities of grain ver cow alsgo were fed, since pastures were furnishing milk
cows considerably less than usual creen feed for this time of the year., In the
Yorth Central Regions, the amount of grain and concentrate fed mer cow was below
that of April 1 in either the lest two years, was about the same as the 1947 rate,
and was higher than on April 1, 1948 or in the 1944-45 »neriod. In the West, grain
fed mer cow was the second highest for =wnril 1 in 8 years, being somewhat "less
than tivo years ago.

4

As uSuél; the heaviest rate of grain and concentrate fecdinz at this time of
the ycer was in the Jorth Atlantic groun of States, where nilk cows in cron re-
norters' herds received an average of 7.6 pounds of grain and othcr 'concentrates per
head'ver days The Zast JJorth Central group of States was second high with an ,
averaze of 6,9 Dounds mer head per day, followed by the West Horth Central States
with 5.5 pounds. In the South and in the Yest, nilk cows on A»ril 1 rcceived an
average of a little more than 5 pounds of srain and other conceatrates per head.

Dairy Product-Feed Price Ratios, 3y Regions

i Milkefood 1/ T T T L B sterfab-feed 2/ = - _ _ _
Region :Mar,1950-: March: Feb, : March :Mar,1930-: March : Teb. ¢ March
————-:+%9av. :1950 : 1951 : 1951 : 49 av. :_ 19050 : 1951 : 1951 _ _
We.itd, 1.20 1.18° 1.29 1.23 ¢ e —_— — —_—
E.0.C. 1.22 1,24 1.29 1,26 ¢ 23.1 22.4 20.8 20,8
Wl Co 1.48 1.36 1.353 1.29 ¢ 25,3 2645 23.9 2345
S.Atl. 1.57 1.52 1.51 1.47 ¢ —eo — — —
. S. Cent. 1,21 1,44 1.43 1.38 ¢ 18.2 17.6 16.9 1646
Jest  _ _ _ _ LeR7 __1.25 _ 1.34 _ 1.27 1 20,7 _ _ 19.9 _ _ 20.8_ _ _ 20.3_ _
Uo S _ __ 1426 _ _ 1,27 _ 1.32 _ 1.27_:_ 2327 _ 2548 _ _ 22.0_ _ _ 21,7

~* _1_/ Pounds of concentrate ration ecual in value to 1 pound of whole nilk sold by T

” farmers to plants and dealers. 2/ Pounds of concentratc ration equal in value
to 1 pound of butterfat in crean sold by farmers,

PLSTURTS

Farm nasture feed has devcloned slowly this shring, with winter freezes,
soring frosts, and lack of nmoisture in some arecas all helping to delay grecen feed
for livestocks The condition of farm »astures on anril 1 averaged 80 percent of
normal, ahout the saue as a year ago, but 2 voints below the 10-year avera
the dates March weathor was cold and stormy tending to hold back carly growth

in Southern and Western creas where livestock are alrezdy on vasture, but im-
proving soil moisture conditions in Torthern areas for later develoonent of pasture

fceds Lack of moisturc has been 2 liniting factor in Central and Southern Plains
-3 =

ce for
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:and Southwestern arcas,

In the South, from the Jarolinas and Georgia westward to the Great Plains,
April 1 mastures werc furnishing the poorest green feed for livestock in 4 years..
Frcezing temperatures and frequent frosts in mid-March held back summcr. grasscs and
linited the late growth of winter grazing cromse. In Horth Carolina, Georzia, ,"¥
Kentucky, Tenncssce, and .labama, pasture fced condition ranged from 9 to 16 noints.
lowver than on dApril 1 last year, cnd in Ceorgia, Kentucky, and Alabama was sub-
stantially below the 1lO-year average. In Texas, Dasture and range feced have been.
held back both by cold weather and scvere shortage of moisture aand on Apnril 1 ‘ .
avercze condition of nasturc feed was the lowest for the State in the 28 ycars for
which Aoril 1 records are availablc. ,Recent rains in the castern half of the State
will be extremely beneficial, but in the westorn part of the Statc more moisture
is urgently nececded.

. Further southwest, in Arizona, ew llexrico, southern Utah, and southern
california, pastures and ranges likcwise suffercd from lack of moisturce In
Arizona and New lMexico irrigation water reserves are short and »rospects for
irrigated wastures are not good. In -estoern and southern Colorado and westcrn parts
of Oklahoma and Kansas, nastures and ranges were likewise in nced of moisturc. In
the northern sections of the Great Plains, Rocky lountain and Pacific Coast arecas,
moisturc supnlies wore gener:clly ample, but carly growth of ncw feed was held back
by cold weather. Condition of paétures in thesc States was nostly about average for
A»ril 1 and not greatly different from a year ago, except in liontana where sub- .
étantialhimprovoment was noted. In the Northern Statcs cast of the Great Plains
moisture supnlies wcre gencrally ample and, although pestures heve been delaycd by
cold weather, pood growth can be creatod as warm weather cdvances. Pastures were
reported greoening as far north as Ponneylvania and Indiana, bdbut now fecd tras not
yot availablec in substantial amounts to livestock in most orth Contral and ilorth-
eastern arcase ' :
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MILK PRODUCED AND fGRAIX" FED PER MILK COY EE;H@RES_KEPE §¥_3§PORE§§S;;1
“State ?___n____'-M-i-;_E__S;_EgE_QEQ“Qe_:;_';n_i_l_k_cgw__ _:_ _"Grain" fed per milk cow &/ _. . —
and 9 Apr, 1 av.: Apr. 1, ¢ Apr. 1, ¢ Apr. 1, ¢ Apr, 1, ¢ Apr. 1,
Divisions 1940w49 _ 3 _ 1950_ _ & _ 1951 _ i _ 1949 _ s 1950 _ 3 _ 1981 _ .
Pounds Pounds
Me, 14,3 16,1 16,1 6.0 5.8 6e2
N.H. 16.3 17.4 19.7 5,7 5.9 6.0
Vt. 16.6 19.7 19,4 6.4 6.5 6.5
Mass. 18.5 20.1 20.1 6.5 6.6 7.1
Conn. 18.2 20.4 20.8 6.6 7.0 7(2
N.Y. 20.2 23.4 23.2 7.3 7.4 7.6
N.J. 21l.1 23.8 23.6 8,3 8.3 8.2
Pa, _ _ __18.8 . . _ _23.1_ _ _ __ 21.7 _ _ _ _ 8.2 _ ___85_ ___83___
NAtl._ _ 18,91 _ _ _ 2202 _ _ _ _2L.92 _ _ _Z.3_ ___ 25 ____ 7.6 _ .
Ohio 16.1 17.9 18.0 7.0 6.8 6.7
Ind. 15,1 15.6 16.0 5.1 6.4 6.3
I11. 16.6 18.6 18.9 7.9 8.1 7.8
Mich. 19.1 21.6 21l.2 7.3 7.4 6.9
Wise  __ 12.8 _ . _21.9_ _ _ _ _ 1.9 _ 2.0 ____%.3_.___69_ __
E.N.Cent, _18.08 _ _ _ 20.32 _ _ _ _20.20_ _ __ 7.1 _ ___7.2____89 ___
Minn, 19,8 24.0 23.2 7.1 7.3 7.1
Iowa 17.0 18.6 18.4 856 8.3 7.9
Mo, 10.8 12.6 , 12.2 5.4 5.5 5.3
N.Dak., 14.8 16.4 16.1 5.2 5.6 5.2
S.Dak, 13,0 14.1 14.6 5.2 5.2 5.2
Nebr. 15,1 17, 7 17.6 7.5 6.3 6.5
Kens, _ _ _15.4 _ _ _ _16.9_ _ _ _ _ 16.5 _ . _ _ 6.0 _ _ __5.2 . __8.2__ _
W.N.Cent, _15.62_ _ _ _ 18,02 _ _ _ _17.80_ _ _ _6.8 . ___6.7_ __ _65_ __
Md. 16.3 18.8 7.5 8.1 7.6 8.1
Va, 11,7 i4.4 15.4 5.4 5.9 5.9
W, Va, 10.0 11.2 11.2 4.5 4,4 4,1
N.C. 11.7 12.4 12,9 5.6 5.3 5.4
S.C. 10.7 12.4 12.6 4.0 4.4 3.0
Ga, _ _ _ 8.9 - _ _ 102 _ _ _ _ 11.3 _ _ _ _ 45 _ ___43_ ___85__._
S.Atl.  _ _11.41 . _ _ _13.41 _ _ _ _13.60_ _ __5.2 _ _ _ _5.2_ ___2.4___
Ky. 11,90 i1.4 11.5 6.1 5.6 5.5
Tenn. 10.4 11.4 11.2 5.1 4,9 5.2
Ala, . 8.7 10.0 9.4 4.8 5.0 5.2
Miss, el 8.7 8.6 4.0 3.3 4.5
Ark, 7.8 9.5 8.8 3.9 4.0 4.5
-Okla, 10.8 10.7 11.0 4.6 4.1 5.0
Texs_ . 8.7 . __ _ 9.8 _ _ _ _ 10,1 _ _ _ _4.0_ _ _ _ 4.6 _ _ . _5:9 _ _
S.Cent, ' _"9.47_ _ _ _10.46 _ _ _ _10.21 _ _ _ 45 _ ___44_ ___5.1_ __
Mont. 15.0 15.3 15,8 4.3 4,3 4,5
Idaho 18,4 20.3 20.1 4,8 4.6 4.3
Wyo. 15.0 16,7 19.9 4.9 4.7 4.9
Colo, 16.0 16.9 20.0 5.4 6.1 5.8
Uteh 18,3 21.3 19.7 5.1 5.0 5.0
Wash., 18.3 18,6 20.0 6.3 5.8 6:3
Oreg, 16.8 17.7 17.7 5.1 5.2 5.0
Galif._ _ _R0.4 _ _ _ _21.2 _ _ _ _ 22,0 _ _ _ _58.6 ____50____558___
Weste, _ _ .12.82 _ _ _ 19,83 _ _ _ _19.86_ _ _ _ 8.4 _ _ __5.1_ _ __8.3_ _ _
U.S. _ _ 15381 _ _ _ 1747 _ _ _ 17.32_ _ _ _6.22_ _ _ _6.24 _ __6.28 _ _

}j Figires for Yew England Stetos and New Jersey represent comdbined ¢rop and specitl dairy: reporte
ersy other States, regions, and U.S., crop reporters only. Regional figures include less imporw
tent dairy States not shown separately. 2/ Includes grain,millfeeds and other concentrates,



