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Honey production in 1681 totaled 186 million pounds (84.3 thousand metric tons}, 7 sercent less than the
1980 crop of 200 million pounds (90.6 thousand metric tons). The number of cclonies increased to 4.21
million, put yield per colony declined to 44.1 pounds from 48.2 pounds in 1980.

The value of the 1981 crop was 3118 million, 4 percent less than 1980 and 17 percent below 1979. The
1981 average price of 63.2 cents per pound for all honey sales was 1.7 cents above the 1380 average price.

In mid-December, producers reported 48.6 million pounds {22.1 thousand metric tons) of honey on hand for
sales, compared with stocks of 40.5 million pounds (1B.4 thousand metric tons) in 1980 and 38.0 million
pounds {17.2 thousand metric tons) in 1979, Stocks in mid-December were 26 percent of the 1981 production,
compared with 20 percent in 1980 and 16 percent in 1979.

Beeswax production totaled 3.71 million pounds {1680 metric tons} in 19871, 5 percent less than the 1980
wax production of 3.91 million pounds {1770 metric tons}. The average price of beeswax at 31.91 per pound
was 8.0 cents above the 1980 price and 16.0 cents above 1979.

HONEY AND BEESWAX: PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF PRODUCTION AND HONEY STOCKS, 1972-81

: HONEY EEESWAX
YEAR : YIELD : : PRICE : 1 STOCKS : : PRICE :
: COLONIES : PER  :PRODUCTION: PER : TOTAL : ON :PRODUCTION:  PER TOTAL
: : COLONY : : POUND : VALUE : HAND : POUND : VALUE
: THCUSANDS POUNDS 1,000 LBS  DOLLARS 1,000 DOLLARS 1,000 LBS LOLLARS 1,000 DOLLARS
1972 4,085 52.8 215,607 .302 65,049 30,114 3,997 621 2,482
1973 4,124 58.0 239,089 444 106,108 37,417 4,251 .744 3,161
1974 4,210 44.r 187,855 510 95,766 34,427 3,450 1.14 3,937
1975 4,206 47 .4 129,179 505 100,575 33,155 3,405 1.03 3,495
1976 : 4,269 46.4 198,000 .499 98,827 34,310 3,346 1.12 3,764
1977 : 4,323 1.2 178,091 .529 94,274 30,043 3,091 1.58 4,869
1978 ¢ 4,090 56.6 231,857 .546 126,471 37,238 3,965 1.74 6,890
1979 ;4,163 57.3 238,690 .593 141,498 37,997 3,788 1.75 6,643
1980 o 414] 48.2 199,756 615 122,811 40,518 3,905 1.83 7,163
1981 48,213 44 .1 185,927 .632 117,559 48,623 3,712 1.9] 7,103
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

To stop mailing [_] or to change your
address [_] send this sheet with label
intac!, showing new address, o Crop
Reporting Board Pubtications. SRS, U.S.
Depl. of Agriculture, Rm 5829 South
Bullding, 14th & independence Ave. SW.,
Wash, D.C. 20250. '
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