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mie Cro» Remorting Poard of the Agricuvliural Marketing Service makes the fol-
lowing RIPOET OF CROP ACR=AGD AXD FRCIUCTION for the United States, from reports
‘ ond data furnished by crop corresvondents, field statisticians, and cooperatinzg

Siate ngencies,
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2/Dry weisht,

3/0reen weight,

4/Bags of 100 pounds (uncleanecd),

5/A11 purnoses.

_______ {in

1/Bags of 100 nounds,

ce oe

CROP :_ _ _(in_thousands) _ _¢
tdverager 1955 ! 1953 ¢ Tnit
- 31942.01: i _ i 8L
Torry 8llese.scns.| 86,447 81,099 80,279 3Bu.
varat 81le..e....| 57,910| 70,976! 67,608|Bu.

nbeT.. ... eae..| 45,2430 50,682 45,681 Bu.

A1 svring......! 1R,881} 20,234 20,937 Bu,
DUTWD. « . 0eaea.| 2.579| 2,174 1,865|u.
Other s»wring..' 16,082 13,060 19.062] =u.

02t Seeceesnencasss| 39,503| 38,422} 39,358| Bu,

Zarle¥eceesesvees. | 11,8%1)  8,244| 8,534{ Bu,
Efueessecanevencel 2,108/ 1,383 1,382 3u.

. duckwheateceeecaea 373 161 1751 Bu,

Tlaxseed,se.oe....| 4,107| 3,203] 4,380| Bu.
. . vrernennnn 1,645| 1,965! 2,135 Begs

 PODCOTNeresoocecns 146! 171 192/ LY.
Sorgaum 2rain..... 7,347 5,061 6,137} Bu,
Sorghum forage....| 5,909| 4,925 5,241| Tons 2/
Sorehum silace.... 723 708 978| Tons 3/!

CCotton, lint,..... 21,489 25,841 24,434|Bales |

T Cottonseedes oo — ——— ~—=| Tons’

Hay, 8lliveveaaeeel T4,666| 74,454| 73,918] Tons

“Eay, wild,e.... 14,380! 14,416/ 14,819| Tons
sfalfa seed,.,...| ~ 900| 1,340 942| Lb.

. Red clover seed...| 1,936 1,705| 1,412/Lb,
alsike clover seed 115 '?1i 64f L".

Sweetclover seed.,. 285 272 235| Lb.

lespedeza seed.... «83 678 444\ LY,

‘ Mrothy seed...... 358 242 196| Lb.
Zeens, dry edibdle.| 1,791 1,261] 1,398|Bags 2/
Peag, dry field... any 211 262 Bags 4f
Soybeans for teans; 11,114 1-1,338| 14,386 3u,

- Cowmeas for peas..! 621 291 18| Bu,
Pramuts picked and :

threshed......; 9,951| 1,464, 1,538 Lb,
Telvetbeans _j....,= 1,035 484‘ 311} Tons
 Potatoes,...,.....| 2,265 1,402] 1,508 Bu.
Sveetpotatoes, .., . 583 325 350| Bu.
2098GCO v nrgonnsor. 16771 21,7721 1,638 Lb.

— e S o

PROCUCTION
thousands)_ _
kverage M J:,952 H
194251 _S_ L _ _ _ L
3,036,380| 3,279,403
1,0°83,548| 1,298,057
797,237| 1,059,558
291,311 239, 399
37,380 22,493
253,952 216,906
1,324,614| 1,260,127
295,299| ° 226,014
25, 837 16,046 ;
5,370 3,205
38,212 30,174
35,120 48,107
221,615 268,134
137,263 83,024
8.500 " 4,358
4,540 3,821
12,216 15,139
4,955 6,190
102,296 104, 345
12,627 10, 827
92,007| 180,326
92, 267 ©g, 707
14,200 13, 217
42,140 43,760
172,304 126,905
52,979 31,790
17,876 168,235
5,998 2,610
219,596 298,052
3,582 1,703
£,062,522 1,371,600
426 159
411,007 349,098/
54,331 28,532
1,942,844 _2,254,5121

See page 74 for equivalent cleaned.

R

-—

3,176,615
1,168,536
877,511
291,025
12,967
273,058
1,216,416
241,015
17,998
3,193

36,813 -
52,529
208,428
109,022
6,170
5,906
16,437
6,718
105, 300
12,216
133,226
83, 237
12,432
35,585
63,657
24,695
18,114
3, 350
263, 341
1,964

1,574, 250-
128
373,711
3%,974
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ngxnluding crops not harvested, minor crops, Aduplicated secd acreages,
berries, and other fruits.

~ 2 -
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2 ACRELGE IARVESTED ¢ PRODUCTION
CROP ‘_ _. {in-thousands) _ __ _ _ _ _ (in Lthousands)_ _ _ _
tAveragel -qea - gen °17 1 Average & S ovamm
T - -l P 1 T S Wl
SOTZ0 BLTUD. on v v.re. oo 128 41]— 41] Gal, 7,99 2,595 273
Sugarcane for sugar
and seed...iccsocson 316 339 346, Tons 6,231 7,605 7,957
" Sugarcane Sirupe. ae..e 91| 29 27| Gal., 16,573 6,005 5,650
Sugar LeetSie.-nscuesas 745 665 747| Tons 10,027 10,1691 12,02
Maple SUZAT. -.nscoowco. |1/8,505{1/7,056|1/6,675|Lb. 340 159 126
Maple SITUP. cooowacasa | L1/8,505/1/7.056|1/6,675| Gal, 1,939 1,654 1,254
Broomeorn, . vcrorn-auee- | 265 , 258! 251| Tons 40! . 31 2
HODS~ 14\ concs vocasonnn 38 38| 28Lb, 51,075 61,363 41,803
Apples, commorcial crop — — ~—{Bu. |2/109,224| . 92,489 92,58
Peaches, totalcccvovoos _—— ==l === Bu, 2/67,012| 2/62,560| 2/64,102
Pears, totalcecucocoosn | — . ~=—| Bu. 2/20,396| 2/30,947; 2/29,03
Grapes; totalocoecvccoe e ! ———| Tons 2/ 2,874 3.164 2,641
Cherries (12 States)... !, — — —e-| Tons ! 2/198 2/218 2%
Apricots ( 3 States)... | — —] | Tons 2/ 226 2/177 240
Plums (2 States).... oo — el el Toms 2/ 87 2/61 2/92
Prunes;dried (3 States) ‘ — v --—1Tons 2/1es 157 146
‘Prunes, other than ?
dried (3 States),... . R S ———| Tons 2/97 /78 2/
Avocados (2 States).... | . - am—| * —=—|Tons | 2z - 320 3
Olives (Calif.)...esn.. wem| =1 w—|Tons | a7| . 87 )
Cranges (5 States),...s =] ce— . -——1EBoxes| 110,350| 124,580| 124,8%
Grapefruit (4 States).. v —_— -—|'Boxes 51,246 . 38,360 43,160
Lemons (Calif.)oeven.. = ——(Boxes| 12,7221 12,590 13,000
Cranberries (5 States), 26 8| 28| Bbl, . 2/788 804 1.2%
PeCaNScocceoocvnsconnoe |, @ e ISR [ S 1 126,518| 147,946 173,065
Amonds (Calif-Yeueceso | — - —-— | Tons 36|. 36 3%
Walnuts (2 States)..... i ——— — —— | Tons 2/714. 84 58
Tung nuts (5 States)... —— — .-———| Tons 43 132 145
Commercial vegetables:. | ' :
For frech mearket . -
(28 crops)cc...oc.o |3/2,092f 2,0161 2,131|Tons |2/3/9,436| .. 9,496 10,098
For processing | .
(11 crons)ec..eseoo | 31,8630 1,815% 1,7981Tons | _ __5__6@27 _ __6_,_66_54T _ _6.54
Total 59 crops 4/ 344,909|241,846 {340, 414 | —— e Rl I o
, : YIZLD PER ACRE
CRCP AT T T e e
——— -~ - — — — _ 2 Unit_ [ Average 194251 _:_ _ _ 1952 _ _: . _ _ 1993 __
. i,
Corn, 2ilueevovnceroces | B, | 35.2 40.4 39.6
Wheat, alle.esessesncce | B, . 17.1 . 18.3 17,3
Wintersceuv-scocncoon Bu. . 17.6 2.9 18.8
ATl sPring. .ecswncocc | BU, 15.8. | i1.8 1.3.9. .
DUrUM, casercsvennve | Ble | 14,8 10,3 7.0
Other SPTingecs.ecs. ] Bu. l 16.0 12.0 14.6
1/1,000 trees tapped.
2/Includcs some cuantities not harvested.
3/ Average 1949-.51.
Straw
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cROP ¢ Untg !
, Oats.n;o;oo_oooo.ooooo.onooooooooovoo Buo
Barley.oaooo‘o.o-eoqoooooooooooo'oto Bu,
BYBssareseececseosscnrssesessessso| DU,
B‘U.CkWheBtooonoooooauoo‘ooooooooooo Bu.,
Flaxseedoooooooomooooou;ooooooooai Bu.
Rice"O..'...‘...‘.....‘0......... Lb.
POpCOrnnQ.,.OJO..0.0.0000IOODOQOQGO Lb,
Sorghm grameoooaoeoooaoooonooooe Bu,
Sorghum fora€900000000000-0-0050oo TOHS_]_./
Sorghum_ Silage-o.,n..oun....o..o TOHSE/
Cotton, lintnceuoeooaooovooo-;o.co Lb.
Hey, all“....e.............n.... Tons
ﬂav, Wild.coototcoooooeoooocotoooo Tons
alf&lfa Seedoooooooo.ooooooloooooo ~Lbo
Red clover s€€d.sessecescesccssros| LD
Alsike clover Seedw..&on'aoootooooa I-{b-o
Sweetclover Seedo.oc.-ooobooocooaa Lb,
LeSpedeza seedooeooooooooooooaooo- Lb,
Tlmothy Seedc9.00000.090000.5000-0 LY.,
' Bean's, dry edlbleOOOOOQOO-ooooo.oo Lb.
Peas, dry fieldeesooecoscanscocoss| Lb.
Soybeans for beansp,oabo;ocooﬁo'o.e Bu,
Cowneas for DaaS..o.m....o.“.... Bu,
Peanuts piCked and- thrGSth......e Lbo
Velvetbeans gjooaoo';ooo.eooan’oco ‘Lbo
Jranberriesto!..oo0'.000000000..90 Bnl.
Potatoes.@..00000001000.0000000000 m'
Sweetnotatoes..a..........,o.o.... Bu.,
Tohacco."li'.'..ooqoongvo.qoo'qog Lb.
Sorgo Slrupoonqooooa.po.v-ooqooooo Gal.
Sugarcane for sugar, and 80dossqs..f Tons
Sugarcane Simp'.ltltlac.qoocqooho G:'alo
sunal beets'ooono.'.'5.0000&00.'00 Tons
Ha'ole S\lga.r B.Yld Simnqooooongo’eo Lb.
nroomcornh....o....’....O'.'...... Lb.
i{.OBuL.....Q...DQ"V..'Q‘O..‘...." Lb

—e. T

1,327
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3:00 P.M. (E.S T.)

——-——-u——'-—.-—,-—-_

1952 ¢ 1953

32.8 | . 30,9
27.4 28.2
11.6 12.0.
19.9 18,2
‘8.1, 8.4
2,448 2,460
1,572 1,609
16,4 17.8
.88 1.18.
5.40 6.04.
280.8 322,4
1.40 1.42.
.75 .82,
135 141
58 59

. 187 193
181 152
187 143
131 126
1,297 1,29
1,237 1,279
T 20.8 18,3
5.9 6.3
937 1,024
657 823
29.0 44,2
249.0 247,8
87.8 97.2
1,273 1,249
63.3 66.8
22.5 23,0
207 209
15.3 16.1
4/1.90 4/1.52
. 239 239
1,600 1,488

— o

CROP REPORTING BOARD:

S. R. Newell, Chairman,
G. D. Sizpson, Secretary,

R, K. Smith,
C. E, Burkhead,

R. Royston,

C.

. . VWhite,
. R.; Miller,

D. Stevens,

c

B
H. R. Walker, V. ¢, Hill,
Irvin Holmes, A. R, Miller,
G. C. Edter, G. G. Rutler,
T. J. Kuzelka, D. E. Flaten,
G. D. Harrell, Ce N, Guellew,
E. 0. Schlotzhauer,0, M, Frost,
R. F. Gurtz, R. H, Sutherland,
E. E. Houghton, H. G, Brown,
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ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CRUPS IN 1953

With harvsst practically completed, this year's volume of orops is_virtually
equal- to the second-largest total produced in 1952, desplte a severe drought in a
large: part of the country, The acreage from which crops were harvested was smaller
than everage, but yields per acre, in the aggregate, were record higna‘ Harvest was
completed rapidly under favorable to ideal conditions, both for small grains and
later~maturing crops. With a few exceptions, quality was good to excellent.

The harvested acresge of crops in 1955 totaled nearly 3&0 milllon acres. Whlch
is less than in 1952 or any of the 7 years, 1943<49, with yielda for most crops
turning out relatively high, the composite yield index is conouted at 15) percent of
the 1923-32 base, just topping the previous record set in 1948, 'The high yields
helped to offset the relatively small harvested acreage, so that the total outturn
of all crops was nearly a third largeér than in the 192332 bace perlod. The 1ndex of
erop productlon. at néarly 132 percent, practiually equals the 1)2 percent of 1952.
These two are exceeded only by the 135.5 percent in 1948,

This large all-crop volume wa3 attained with only a few crobe'reaching record
proportions, These include rice, sugarcane for sugar and seed, oranges; cranberries,
tung nuts and commercial vegetables for fre<h market as a group, Only popcovrn and
pecans were agar-record Crops. But awong thoss lerger than average were corn, all
wheat, cotton and cottonseed all hay, dry beans, eoybeans. tobecco, sorglum silage,
sugar beets, cherries, plums, apricots, lemons and commarcial vegeuab les for process-
ing as a group. Among crops nearly up to average weve flaxseed, peaches. pears and
grapes. Outturns of ‘oats, barley, rye, sorghum for grain and for forage, peanuts,
potatoes, sweetpotatoes, hops, apples, prunes, grapefrult and broomeorn fell well
short of average, while the crops of durum wheat, buckwheat, dry peas, cowpeas,
velvetbeans, sorgo sirup, sugarcane sirup and maple products were extremely small,

The planting season for fall-sown grains was extlemely unfavorable ;n ‘the fall
of 1952, as summer and fall precipitation was near a record low over most Qf the
aountry, Rains in November end a nil& winter pe smitted additlonal plantings and
fostered germination and growth of wheat., £xcept in the Southwest .a favorable
spring brought progressive improvement in prospects, until flnally a much better
than average outturn was realized, Spring seediing was mostly completed a% usual
dates and although a rainy period in the Minnesota-Dakotae-Montana ares delayed seed-
ing somewhat there, virtuslly ell intended acreage was seeded. Corn planting proe-
ceeded rapidly after a slow start in the main Corn Belt and was mostly completed by
June .10. ‘Soybeans were planted at about usual dates. For sorghums and broomecorn,
the planting season was one of the most extended in history, because of plantings
after the summer rains that relieved but did not break the long drought in the South-
west,

During the early growing season crops made mostly good progwess, but in late
June prospects began to be clouded by a widespread gshortage of soil moisture that in
some central and southwestern areas became a major drought, Some winter wheat and
oats were forced to maturity with reductions in yield and quality, Rust beceme &
gserious threat, but most crops esceped heavy damage; only durum wheat suffered
gpverely in most producing areas, Conditions were favorable to ideal for harvesting
small graing and good quallty hay., Despite the shortage of summer rainfall, the
constant threat to crops ouxaide the main drought area did not develdp in time nor

IS
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ufficiently to seriously affect most crop outturns, The dry weather was favoreble
or cotton develrpment and for harvesting most crops, Corn and soybezhs matured witl
ch less then usual moisture content, 'Rice, peanuts, sugarcane, sweetpotatoes and
orghums developed well and cured tobacco  weighed out heavier than expected., The
stended fall season was ideal for maturing and harvesting potatoes, sugar beets and

ter late~growing crops in the North, and enabled livestock to graze and selvage
eed from harvested fields, .

Drought in several large portions of the country at various times severely
educed pasture feed, water for livestock and late feed crops, uf earlier and

onger duration in adjoining portions of Oklahoma, Texas, Colcrado end lew wmexico,
rought resulted in ertremely heavy loss of wheat acresge and in low wheat yields.

v limited plantings and acreages of aotton in cultivation in dry areas., The June
ovght damaged sorghume in much of this area and blasted corn, so that it was usable
ly as silage or forage. In late June, an area thet was drought-smitten in 1952«
ssouri, northern Arkansas and ad jacent portions in other States--again was serioudl
fected. An exaellent crop of small grains had been harvested in most of the area

d some early hay. As the season progressed, the drought continued and the stricken
rea expended in all directions, with outturns of feed crops and pastures most ’
riously affected, A Virginia-Carolina area also was stricken. In the meantime,

od rains in much of Texas and the ureat Plains area relieted and finelly broke the
ought there, so that sorghums mede a fair crop and conditions became favorsble for
bll seeding of grains. ‘heat and grain pastures are now furnishing gonsiderable
a2ing there. In the drougnt-affected areas of the .South, fall-sown grains and

ver crops usually relied upon for fall and winter grazing have developed slowly,
pplemental feeding has been general through the laete sumrer and fall, drewving

avily upon supplies of roughage and feed stored for winter use, especially in areas
ere lespedeza is the main source of hay. With pastures also dry in much of the
termountain aree and from Missouri and Iowa eastward to Pennsylvania and #est’
'¢inia, late summer and fall pastures deteriorated for the ccountry as a wnole until
lovember 1 they were the pooreat in tne 20 years of record. iain and snow falling

unfrozen soils in late November and early December has now relieved soil moigture
rteges rather generally, |

Uver 359 million asres of the 59 principal crops were planted or grown in 1953,
wgs 3.1 million acres more than in 1952 and slightly more than average, Con-
.tlng to this larger planted acreage of crops was the sizable abandoned acreage
Winter wheat replanted to sorghums or other spring crops. Compared with last yesr
reéges were smaller for corn, cotton and hey, but larger for most other crops,
ticularly oats, flax and sorghums, ‘ |

ig
ibu

Nearly 340% million acres of crops were harvested in 1953, This is 1.4 million
% than in 1952 and more then & million below tne 1942..51 average, ThLe harvested
reage of winter wheat was 4 million less than in 1952, -of cotton 1.4 million, corn
tmillion and all hay 0,5 million less. These outweighed increases in spring wheat,
Send flax of about 1 million each and of about 1,7 million of sorghums. Changes
/most other erop acreages were mostly upward, but smell., In the North Atlantic
tWD- the-15o2 million acres harvested this year is smallest in the comparable series
®iding from 1929, although only slightly less tran in 1952.,. The North Centrsl region,
ch hormally accounts for more then half of the rationsl totel, rervesting mors than 196

¢
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million acres; a half-rillion less than in 1952, but a totael previously exceeded
only 3 other times--1930, 1932 and 1949. The 24,7 million acres harvested in the
South Atlantic region is larger than in 1950 and 1951, but less than in 1952 and all
other years of record., The drought in parts of that area and much of the South
Central area is likely responsible for the relatively small acreages harvested. The
total of 63.6 million acres in the South Central region is smallest of record by a
considerable margin. The West, however, with a 40.8 million acre totel exceeded all
previous years. The States which topped previous records in 1958--~Indiana. Delaware,
Montana, Arizona, Washington and California--all exceeded their last year's acreage

this year, They were Joined also by Ohios Illinois, Florida, Idaho, Utah and
Oregon.

losses of acreage~-the difference between pianted and harvested totalse-were

nearly 18,7 million acres, This is 4.5 million acres more than in 1952; and with
the exception of the 26 million acreagze loss in 1951, the largest since 1939. Most
of this, as usual, is due to abandonment of winter wheat; over 10 million acres of
that crop were not harvested for grain, compared with 6 million in 1952. Less of
cotton acreage was nearly a million acres, compared with the relatively large 1.3
million in 1952, Diversion of nearly 4,7 million acres of oats and abandonment of
2.2 million acres of sorghums each was larger than in 1952, For corn and most other
erops losses were relatively light and not far from usual,

New high yields per acre were set in 1953 for cotton lint, rice, peanuts, dry
beans, cranberries and sugar beets. Near~record yields were cbtained for bdarley,
sugarcane for sugar and seed and sugarcane sirup, whiie those for all hay and
potatoes were third highest. Well above average ylelds developed for corn, tobacco
and popcorn, alfalfa, red clover and alsike clover seeds, and for hops. Others abeve
average include winter wheat, rye, buckwheat, sweet clover seed, dry peas, cowpeas,
sweetpotatoes and sorgo sirup. But yields of spring wheat, oats, flaxseed, sorghum
for grain, for forage and for silage, lespedeza and timothy seeds, soybeans, velvete
Yeans, maple products and broomcorn ranged from near average to sharply below, and
durum wheat yielded less than half average. As most crop yields ranged from average
to record high, the allecrop yield index is computed at 152 percent of the 1923-32
base, This barely tops the previous record of nearly 152 percent attained in 1948,
The 1952 index was 149 percent.

, A relatively large tonnage of the 8 grains was harvested in 1953, The 155.5
million tons; while far below the 177 million tons in 1948, was otherwise sxceeded
only by the 161.6 miliion in 1952, 156,.2 in 1949. and 159.9 million in 1946, The
36 million tons of food grains included in this year's total has been exceceded in 3of
the last 7 years, but in no year prior to 1946. Ia 1952, nearly 42 million tons of
food grains were produced. The all wheat outturn of nearly 1,169 milllon bushels
is 130 million less than the near-record 1952 crop, but 80 million above average.
Rice crops continue to break records with 52.5 million bags (equivalent 100 pounds)
of rough rice this year, 4,4 million more than in 1952. But the 3,2 million bushels
qf buckwheat is smallest of record, and only half average, And the 18 million=
bushel rye crop, while 2 million larger than in 1952, is only two-thirds average.

Foed grain tonnage in 1953 is relatively small by recent standards. The 117

million tons is 2,5 million less than in 1952 and was exceeded in 5 of the last 7
years, But prior to 1946, it was exceeded only by the 1942 tonnage. The 3,177
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million bushels of corn is 103 willion smaller than last year's near-record crep,
but 140 million above averagc, It is of generally good to excellent quality and of
low moisture content. Outturns of oats vere disappointing in some major areas, but
the 1,216 million bushel total is only 44 million lese than in 1952 and 108 million
belov avera:e, Yields of barley were &00d and the 241 million bushel crop is 15
pillion larger than last year, although 54 million below the averaze made when
acreages were larger, Sorghums were nlanted cver a longer period than usual,
particularly in nomes of feed in drought areas, and came through with 109 million
bushels of sorghum grain, 26 million bushels more than the short 1952 crov, but

36 million belov average. The total feed grain tonnage is more than adequate for
1653-54 feeding needs and is likely to result in an increase in carryover stocks of
~ corn. The 105,3 million tons of mostly £0o0d quality hay iB a million tons more than
, vas put up in 1652 and 3 million above averaze. A record tonnage of alfalfa and

" alfalfa mixtures makes up a larger tkan usual proportion~~42 percent--of the total,
The clover and clover-grass mixtures dropped to 28 percent of the total; wild hay

. mekes up nearly an eighth, but the lespedeza area was severely drought-stricken and
that type of hay is about two-fifths below average, Drought and supplemental feeding
of hay have reduced surnlies in many dry areas, so that shipments from northern
surplus areas have been and will continue to be relatively heavy,

The tonnage of oilseeds available from 1953 crops is among the largest of recerd
The total of 16,4 million tons is 1,5 percent less than the 1¢52 record tonnage, but
a fifth above average., The soybean crop of 262 million bushels, though smallest
since 1949, makes up nearly half of the total, Most of the decline in soybeans is
. offset by increases over last year for the other oilseeds. The 37 millicn bushels
of flaxseed 1s 22 percent more, the expected 6.7 willion tons of cottonseed nearly
9 percent more, The surprising outturn of peanuts sets a new record yield of
1,024 peunds per acre, 87 pounds more than last year's previous record; with a slight
increase in acrea.e harvested for nuts, the total is 15 percent larger than in 1952.

With the tobacco acreage nearly 8 percent smaller than in 1952 and slightly
below average, production still topred 2 billion pounds for the sixth time and
- 8lightly exceeded average, The leaf welghed out heavier than expected and despite
an unfavorable season in many areas the yield was relatively high, Sugar production
from beets and cane, raw value, is expected to be over 2.4 million tons, compared
*vwith 2,1 million tons last year., A record 8 million tons of sugarcane for sugar
and seed is expoected, The 12 million tons oF sugar beets is well up among the
- larger crops, 2 million tons above last year and the avera, e, Production of sugar-
tane sirup and of sorgo sirup is each only about a third of average. With a record
ﬁﬂld of dry beans, production is up to 18 million bags, nearly 2 million more than
i 1952 and slightly more than average, though the acreage is more than a fifth
Pelow averase. The 3,350,000 bags of dry peas, while over a fourth more than in
11952, is still only about a half-avera.e crop. Though the 34 million bushels of
Sveetpotatoes exceed last year's outturn by nearly a fifth, this is still only about
60 pergent of an average crop, Good yields were obtained, in epite of a dry
S¢agon, but only 60 percent of the average acreage was grown, 4&n increase over
1052 of 100,000 acres in potatoes and a near-record yield resulted in an outturn
of 374 million bushels, nearly 25 million more than last year, but 37 million

bushels below average. Record crops were produced in early potato States, and
velds were high in most all areas,
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The supply 14953 productéon pilus enrrycver) of the 6 importnnt hay.crop seeds.,
alfalfa, red, alsike end sweet clover, lespedeza, and vimothy~-for planting during
the 195354 seakon is 15 percent smzller than & year ago and 6 percent below aver.
age, Declines in the 1953 pro“uction of these seeds more than offset the larger
total carryvover, Harvesting of these crops began a little later than in 1952 zng
ves completed under conditions not quite as favorable as in 1952,

A record 106; miliion tons of the %8 vepetables grown commercially for fresh
market were produced 'in the 1952 season, This tonnage is 6 percent larcer than
last year and 7 percent above averege, In each of the /4 seasons, ontturns exceeded
that of 1952' and the average, but increases in spring and summer seasons were most
marked, Favorable fzll weather resulted in production exceeding pre-harvest indica.
tirns, Contributing to the big total were reccrd tonnages of cantaloups, celery,
sweet corn, lettuce, green peppers and watermelons; 2lso marked increases in cabbage
and onions, For proceéssing, about 6,55 million tons of the 11 vegetables for com-
mercial canning, freezing, pickling and other processing were produced, 2 percent
less than in 1952, but 16 percent above average, The 1,80 million acres of these
crops compares with 1,82 million in 1952 and the average of 1.86 million acres.
These crons were valued at 274,000,000, the s2me &s in 1952, but well above the
average of 213,000,000, Outturns of asparagus and spinach were the only ones be-
low zverage, Wisconsin leads in acreage of processing yegetables, but, Culifornia
lends in their production and value, '

Vearly 8,2 million tons of the major deciduous fruits werc vrciuced in 1953,
which is 5 percent less then in 1952 and 9 percent below averege. Outturns of
all except cherries and apricots were below &average, with grapes the farthest be-
low, The apple crop was about the same as last year's small crop, largely because
of & éry season in the Bagt a2nd a short growing season in the West. The peach
harvest was slightly lsrger than in 1952, The pear crop was smaller than last
vear, despite = relatively good fzll and winter outturn in the Pacific Coast St=tes,
More sour cherries were pickeéd then last yesr. but less sweet cherries, The jro-
duction of plums and prunes was lurger then in 1952, ~nd a large ,crop of &apricots
was harvested, TFig production was smaller then last year, Cranberries made arrec—
ord outtnurn, The olive crop wés the smallest in several years, The tonnage of the
L tree nuts was 10 percent less than in 1952, but above average, Pecons made o near-
record crop, 2lmonds were sbout sverage, while wzlnuts and filberts were'rel-tively
light, Thre 19535 citrus total is expected to rezch 7.6 gillion tons, more than
either last yezr or avercge, The tonnege of lemons and oranges is larger than in
1952 or average, but the prospective grepefruit tonnage, while larger then last year,
is below average beczuse of the relatively small outturn in Texas where the 1951
freeze severelv reduced the bearing surfacee , .
CORN: This veszr's corn crop is the fifth largest of record and 5 percent larger

than average, but 3 percent smaller than last year’s near-record crop., FPro-

duction of corn for 21l purposes is estimated at nearly 3.2 billion bushels, com~
pared with ne~rrly 3.3 billion in 1952 and the everzge of 3.0 billion bushels, A .
totel of 2,7 billion bushels is estimzied to hove been hervested for grain--108 mil=
lion bushels less than in 1952, The 1953 crop is generally of ontstindingly eood
quality, .

A total of 80,3 million acres of corn were harvested for «ll purposes, one
percent less than last year's 81,1 million acres, and 7 percent less than the aver%ﬁ
of 86,4 miilion, A net increese of 1,2 million acres in the lorth Atlentic znd Nor

-3 -



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

P T Y L L T Y S Y T T Y L T T T Y L O T A LY LY Y R R TT TN TT TS iy
[

ATVUAL SUMMARY AGRI CULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE Washington, D. C.,
’ - - - Decemter 17, 1953
as of ’ CROP REPORXRTING BOARD o T A WP
December, 1953 3:00 P, (ES5,T,)

tentrzl States was more thsn offset by declines in 211 other regions, 4ll regions
ercept the Horth Atlantic ard Bast Jorth Centrzl Stites repnrt acrezges below aver—
cce,  The sreztest decrease was in the “onth Central States vhere tnis yesr's
ceresge is only two-thirds of avercse, Of this year's totzl hzrvested acreage for
the entire country, 71,2 million =cres were harvestel for grzin, 5.7 million for
silege, =nd 3.4 million hocged down or otherwise .sed as forezse, Last rear grovers
hsrvested 71,8 million acres for grain, 5.2 million for silsge, znd 4,1 million

for forageo, About 1,1 million acres were zbzndcned durin, the yzst sezson, This
:rounted %o 1. percent of the planted zcreage, compared with 1.6 percent =z year
rarlier znd the average of 1,8 percent,

The 1953 yield is cstimated at 3%,6 bushels por zcre, compared with 40,4 bushels
ir 1952, znd the average of 35,2 bushels per ccre, Yiclds for the North Atlantic =nd
‘crth Central St=tes are sm2ller than those of lest year, but are larger for zll
other areese TYields per acre are above averege for zll arezs, ranging from 1,7 bu~
shels in the lorth Atlantic States to 8.3 bushels in the Western States,

Production in the Worth Centrsl States-—the Corn Belt.—stands =t 2,6 million
tushcls, or 8l percent of the Uy S, orope This is 6 percent.smeller than the 1952
crop 0of- 2,7 million bushels, bnt 10 percent larger than average, A moderste increzce
in acreage in this area was not enoutvh to overcome declines in vields per acre in
Mchi en, I1linois, Mivnesnta; Iow-, Missouri, Nebrasls, znd Kinsas, The bulk of the
Sren Reltls acreage was planted ne=r optimum Astes, dbut in limited zreas, mostly in =
strip ccrosa the lower part of the Belt, plonting vas delayed by wet soils, The Sume
rer drouth was earliest and most severe 4n this same erez, Ry the end of August,
Treetically -11 of the Corn Relt begzn to feel a lsck of rainfell znd- this factor
cunbined with = brief period of excessive heat at, that time zrpezrs to have caused
ertensive, premature ripening, Fortunately, the adverse effects of this situstion
‘rre minimized in centr:l znd northern portions of the Cern Belt where development of
the crop wzs unusuzlly advanced, The weather was predominantly clear throughout the
fall, permitting vhet may have been the earliest harvest of record, Generzlly, the
torn was unusually low in moisture when picked, 2nd some of it was dry enough to per—
vit immediate shclling, Dry, brittle ear shanks, resulted in mere th:n the usuzl drop-
ring of ears prior to and in the course of picking, but the porticn of tais which was
gleaned or s=lvaged by livestock is covered by production estimates,

Wet westher delayed plenting in some other sreas nf the country, Generzally,
the extreme northern Ploins .area =nd &1l but the lower end of the Western States had
&irle moisturc throughout the growing secason, All other =2reas were affected in
Verying degree by summer drouth, The Sonth Centrsl States appezr to h.ve been hurt
est, a2lthough less so-than a yesr earlier, Incre:zsing numbers of southern growers

Ave rescrted to the nse of pit silos in an effort to salvage the damaged corn and
‘0 dugment short forage supplies. '

This

rost, 4 year's harvest period was unusuzlly favorable throughout the country, No
0s ’

ot amage of consequence occurred and the crop wag dry enou.h to crid at an early
;00 Harvest moved along without significent interruption &nd in the m-~in Corn Belt
8 nerrly completed by November 1,
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ALL WHEAT3 Production of all wheat in 1953 was the fourth largest of record, cx.

ceeded only by the croos of 1947, 1948 and 1952. The estimated 1,169
million bushels harvested this year compares with 1,279 million bushels in 1952
and the average of 1,089 milllon bushels. The record 211 wheat crop of 1,359 mi]-
lion bushels was prodméed in 1947, Winter wheat vproductimn exceeded the average
by 10 percent., Zarly prospects for winter wheat were poor, largely because of dry
weather over most of the Nation at usual seeding time in the fall of 1952. 'This
was followed by a generally mild winter and early snring which along with improveq
s0il moisture in most areas were beneficial to the crop. Spring wheat production
in the Dakotas was curtailed by stem rust and late season dry weather, but this
was offset by a larger than average spring wheat crop in the western States, The
outturn of all spring wheat thus was about average. Froduction of wheat exceeded
all previous resords in Montana, Washington, Ohio, Idsho, !lichigan and Oregon.
The ¥ield of all wheat for the U, S. was 17.3 bushels per acre harvested, 1.0
bushel below the 1952 yield, but 0,2 bushel ahove average.

T T TT IR T Y

The total of 78,741,000 acres seeded to wheat in the fall of 1952 and srring
of 1953 was only slightly larger than the 78,337,000 acres seeded for the 1952
crop, but nearly one-eighth larger than average., Abandonment and diversion in 1953
amounted to 14,1 percent of 11.1 million acres, compmared with 9.5 percent or 7.4
million acres not harvested for grain in 1952, Total acreage of wheat harvested
for grain in 1953 was 67,608,000 acres, 5 percent smaller than in 1952, but 6 per-
cent above average,

WINTER WHEAT$: The crop of winter wheat in 1953 totaled R78 million bushels, a

surprisingly large outturn considering the unfavorably dry condi-
tions over nractically the entire country at seeding time in the fall of 1952, The
1953 crop topped the average by 10 nercent or 80 million bushels, but was a sixth
less than the record croo of 1,060 million bushels harvested in 1952, This year's
crop was the fourth largest winter wheat crop on record.

An estimat-d 56,838,000 acres were seeded during the fall and early winter
of 1952, slightly larger than seedings for the 1952 crop and 11 percent more than
average., Soil moisture was very short over most of the country at seeding time in
the fall of 1952 and was almost comnletely lacking in some,States, In several
States, large acreages were seeded in the "dust" and the wheat did not germinate on
mach of this acreage until late November or December., Even where earlier germin-
ation was possible, stands were generally thin and plants poorly rooted prior to
December 1. Top growth was very limited until sprinc in most sections and develop-
ment of the crop depended mainly on current precipitation especially in the Great
Plains area,

The mild winter and an early spring along with improved soil moisture supplies
in most areas except western Kansas, the Oklahoma Panhandle, southeastern Colorado,
New Mexico and the High Plains of Texas, resulted in production prosvects increas
ing each month. Outturns at harvest were generally larger than had been antici-
rated,

Loss of seeded acreage was heavy in the southwest and western plains area.
Many fields in this area never received enough moisture during the entire srowing
season to save stands, Some farmers in these sections cut over fields for yields
of only 2 or 3 bushels per acre. Much of the loss of seeded acreage was in westem
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and in New Mexico and Cclorado where the severe drought
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continued throuch the cntire secson, for the country s - whole, over 10 million
~erus, Or 17,9 percent of the totzl seedings o0° winter whezt were not harvested

for grsine In 1952, 6,0 million ~cres or 10,6 percent of totzl seedings were not
h'rvested for groin, Hurvested sereage tot-led 46,681,000 zcres, 4 million acres
less thin w=s horvested for the bumper erop of 1952, but 3 percent more thon the
1n~verr ~werzge of H5,249,000 =cres, In Kuns=s, the leading winter wheat Stzte,
creluction ~mounted to 144,662,000 bushels, lese then h-lf the record crop of 2lmost
708 million bushels. in 1952, -

In contrast to the heavy lons of zerecge -nd generclly low vields in the
Sonthvest ~nd in nerts of the western pl-ins ~rez, fin'l viclds per zcre in centr=zl
'nd enstern St-tes were high to record hizhs Even though the crop in these Stztes
pede . very lnte strrt, a rather mild winter -nd improved moisture supplies provided
f.vorzhle conditions for developing ©nd m~turing the crcp, Missouri, Illinois,
Iniizn’, Michigrn, Test Virginie end New York m-de record high vields per rcre ~nd
in Ohio, Pennsvlvinis ~nd Kentucky yiclds egu:led previous records., In Y2ghington,
Ore¢on “nd Idcho, the winter wheot crop clso m=de = poor, lote stort, but moisture
‘nd groring conditions improved -nd resulted in chove averzgoe vields, In most sece
tions of the countrv, h-rvest of the crop moved rapidlv ond wos completed rather
errly with gener=lly frwvorcble harvest wezther, Gener-lly s:tisfectory test weights
°nd protein conteont of the zr-in w.s recorted in X-ns-s =né other Gre=t Fl=ins
St-tes despite drought -nd other adversc conditions., For the courntiry =s .. wholeg,
vield per ncre hrrvested w-s 18,8 bushels, comp-red with 20,9 bushels in 1952 and
the 10-ye~r overace of 17,6 tushzls,

. ALL SPRIFG WHEAT: .. neor -versge crop of 21l spring wheat wos horvested this year,
- Production of durum whect wos 24,3 million bushels below overs=ge,
. On the other hand, the crop of other sprins vhest wos 24,1 million bushels sbove

© svercge, Totol production of durum ~nd other spring wheat in 1653 was 251 million
tushels, 22 percent lorger thon the 1952 crop of 239 million bushels, Early sezson
prospects for & record spring whezt crop fuiled to moterizlize lorgely becruse of
demsge in the Dekotas by bl~ck stem rust nd l-te season dry wecother, Production

of durum vheat, which is grown l-rgelys in the Drkotos, wrs the lowest since 1936

anl the third smcllest of record, Spring whe~t production in the western States

' V8 nearly tvowthirds larger thin avercge -nd offsct in quontity the lower thon
=verwge production of durum cnd other spring wheat in- the North Centrol States this
Twire A tot:l of 20,927,000 acres of ~ll spring wheat was harvested, 3 percent more
thon in 1952 ond 12 percent above cvercge, The vield of -1l spring wheot averaged
17,9 bushels pcr horvested ~cre, 2,1 ™ish-ls ~tove 1952, bt 1,9 bushels below

. Tvercge,

OTHER SPRIVC THELT:  The 278 million bushels of other spring vheat hirvested in 1653
excceds the 1952 production of 217 million bushels by 28 PET—
cent 2.ad the =ver go rroduction of 25% million bushels br 9 vercent, The 19,062,000
‘eres horvested is 6 percent lorger th n the 18,060,000 2cres harvested in 1952 -nd
19 percent l-reer then the sverage of 16,082,000 neres,  xcept for 1951, the seree
?w horvested this veor is the lorgest since 1919, In the D-kotes, Minncsots ~nd
I\f/bl‘ask’., acrenge of other spring vheat horvested wa 2 prrcent sm-ller th-n in
1952, Frpther west, hewever, farmers in Montzn ., Id ho, Washington ~nd Oregon were
Eﬁzble to secd plonned acrcages of winter whoot in the foll of 1952 bec-use of
wwi;molg drv soil concitions, 4s result, they incrc-sed pl ntings of spring’
l“Q + The horvested cerenge of syring vhest in these four States wig over - fifth
frger then in 1952,
. L 11 -
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Above normal precipltation in the major sprlng whecat producing States during
the smring and early summer supplied adequate moistnre for germination and early de-
velopment, but caused delays in seeding beyond usual dates. The excellent early
seasca progpects for this crup were largely maintained in the western States, but
declined sharvnly in the Dakotas, lost of the decline in the Dakotas was due to
wldesprpad stem rust damage and to a lack of topsoil moisture during the latter part
of the growving season in North Dakota., ' Yields of other spring wheat in the Dakotas
were about 4 bushels per acre below sverage and in HMinne'sota, 1,7 bushels below aver-
age., In the western States, the yield of spring wheat was over 2 bushels ahove aver.
age, Icr the U,S. as a whole, yleld mper harvested acre was 14,6 bushels; commared
with 12,0 bushels in 1952 and the average ol 16,0 bushels.

DURUM wHEAT: he 1953 production of durum wheat was the smallest since the drougint

period of the mid-thirties ani the third lowest since separate esti-
mates »f durum vheat were started in 191¢. The estimated 13 million bushels har-
vested in 1953 is about three-fifths of the 1952 production of 22,5 million bushels
and about one~third of the average of 37 million Dbushels,

TQis year!'s small crop is due to toth reduced acreage and pocr yields. The
1,865.0C0 agres harvested is about one-eighth less than in 1952 and one-fourth beloy
average. The acreage of cdurum wheat harvested was smaller only in the droughl years
of 1934 and 1936.., The estimated yield of 7.0 bushels per harvested acre compares
with 0.2 bushels in 1952 and is btelow any year of recorc except 1036, when yields
averaged only 5,3 tushels per acre. Dry soil conditions which carried over from
1952 plus heavy rainfall stacting in late April lengthened the planting season beyu
usual, Rainfall continued above normal into early July, resulting in lush growth
and shallow root systems., Weather turned very dry during the latter pari of the
growing season and contributed to low yields, especially in North Dakota. Condition
were ideal for development of black stem rust, strain 15B; which reduced prcduction
om all but the thinnestv early stands and increased abardomnment vhich was the hqavi%t
since 1937, Rust caused severe damage in all paris of the durum area, but was worst
in South Dekota and southern North Dakota, Yields per acre were low in all States,
with the greatest reduction from last year and average in North Dakcta, Test welghtt
of durum wheat were low throughodt the entire durum area.

QATS: The 1953 crop of cats is estimated at 1,216 millicn bushels, 3 percent less

than last year.and 8 percent less than average. Record high yilelds per acre
were realized in the majority of States in tkLe South Central region and in several
Atlantic States. However, the larger production in these areas was offset by '
disappointing outturns {n the North Central States, which normally produce over four
fifths of the total crop, and by smaller crops in the West, Evea though growers
planted 3 percent more acres than last year, ylelds in the leading oats producing
States were go drastically reduced by adversc conditions that production was below
that of 1952,

More than 44 million acres, the largest total in three years, were seeded to
oats for ‘he 1953 crop. Winter oats made good growth, particularly in the South.
and good to excellent yields were realized, In the Nortik Central States, most
of the spring oats were seeded at about usual dates in the area from South Dakote,
southern Minnesota and Illihois southward, However, growth was retarded by cool
weather and freezing temperatures in the early part of May. In the northern and
eastern portion of this region, and eastward fto ihe Atlantic, seedings were dealayed
by wet weather and a large part of the acreage was seeded late---some unduly late.
High temperatures in June hastened maturity and much of the crop, par ticuleriy late. oate
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headed on short strew, Rust redunced riclds in linnesotz, 7Ticconsin, Icwa and

sorc edjoinine States, Humid weszther 2nd rains in late July znd Adugust interfered
with harvest and cazused sddition~l losscs botia in yield znd qzzlity in the Northern
Corn Belte !Much of the grain wes licht -nd chaffy. More ozts thzn last year were
ent for hay and pasturedys This diversion zrd ebindonment is estimzted zt 4,7 rils.
lion 2cres or 10,6 percent of the seeded acrezge compered with 4,2 million zcres znd
10,2 percent list year, The 1952 zcresge harvested for grzin is cstimzted at

39.'t million acres, zbcut one million more thzn in 1952 zr d only a little telow tae
wrerzge of 29,5 million «cres,

The Uy Jo vield of 30,9 bushels per ccre is 1,9 bashels.below lzst vezr!s reloe
tivalr low yiéld,2°6 bushels below average, =nd is the lovest in nine vezrs, Yiclds
in 7 of the 8 lezding States, which on tae sverzge produce 65 percent of the United
Stztes crop, were below 2verzgc #nd five Stztes werc lower thzn in 1952, Farthest
helow sverage were Iowo, 10,9 bushels below; Nebrazskz, 8.5 bushels; Minnesotsz,

6.3 buchels; South Dakot:, 6,1 buchelss Illinois 2nd Michigan sbout 2 bushels bee
low cverigee liowever, above average yields were harvested in North Dskotz, Indians,
Ohio, itissouri, &ll South Centrsl :nd South Atl:ntic S%=tes, «nd the mzjority of the
Jorth Atlantic and Jestern States,

BAFLEY: Production of bzrley in 1953 totaled 241 million tushels, This was about

' 7 percent more thzn the revised 1972 production of 226 millien bushels, but
18 percent lcss then the averige of 295 million bushels., The lirger crop this resr
vzg due to more scresge horvested th-n in 1952 2nd 2 neor record high yield per =zcre,
The 8,534,000 acres htrvested was avout 4 percent more ther in 1952, but 28 percent
belov cverages The 1953 yield of 28,2 bushels per scre w2s the seccnd hi_hest of
recerd, exceeded only bty the 28,4 bushels in 1915, In many winter barley producing
irezs, adverse ceffcets from dry wewther at sceding time were lorgely overcoms by
fzveruble weather durin. the growing sencon, Conditicns were generz1lly faverzble in
nost spring herler creas, '

The ezcrecge of Yorlcy harvested this vemr was lorger thin 2 Fetr 220 in most
“re=8 of the country, with rost of .the increszsc occurrin: in the South Centrsal
Stotes where the acreage of vinter barley was evvandel sharply, The zcreege of
sprinc burley was sherply curtailed in soveral of the North Central Stztes. The
fcre&ge harvested this year was less thzn the l0-year =zverage in most m2jor praduc—
ing States, the most important excention being C:lifornia, Of the 9;5?7,000-acrés
sown to burley in 1993, ebout 1l percent w:s sbendoned or diverted to uses other
than zr:in, comp:red with 12 rercent in 1952,

Barley yiclds were generall- good, averaging above lost yveir and shbove the
l0ayecr “verage in most areus of the conntry, Althou . much of tre winter b= le&
iwasseede@ in dry soil last fzll, the nild vinter courled with cdcguote moisture =nd
éﬂsd growing weather durin., the spring sstson over~me mwost of this setbacka
‘cather conditions were g«ncrally setisfictors for spring borley dut in the &ountain
States, the dry lsnd acrezge suffered from lzck of meisture, Arey worms da ged the
Top in some South Centrzl Stetes but this injur: was not scvere enough to off gng
the favorebdle conditions. ’ ‘

H
\In Celifornia, the leadine barlev yro:ucin. State, prolonced iry wezther in

]zig?;zgﬂind March hurt ecrly prospects, lut cool damp weather in Moy and June wes
Jeticlel, Althoush the averere yicld wes less thun last 7ear, the crop matured un—
r;;}Lvorablc‘conditions, and quzlity was geuverally gcod, In North Dukota, which
. 8 second in barley praduction, vields per zcre averaged well above last yesr and
QévztEZs i?«yéar average, There wwes some inj?ry from dry weather, alse fram aust

iseases, which resulted in some groin with & below “vertge test weilht,

el Jee
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/Y¥E:  Production of 18 million bushels of rye in 1953 was one-~eighth larger than the
1952 crop of 16 million bushels, but 30 Percent smaller than the average of
25.8 million bushels, The 1,332,000 acres horvested was slightly less than in 1952
and harvested acreages in these 2 years were the lowest in 88 years of record. The
increase in production over last year was due to a higher yield--~12,0 bushels per
ACTe harvested, compared with 11,6 bushels in 1952, and the average yleld of
1. 2 bashels. The 3,298,000 acres of rye planted was 5 percent larzer than tae
2y2-7,000 acres planted for the 1952 crop, but one-fifth pelow average,

nnnnnnnnn

Only 42 percent of the acreage planted for 1953 was harvested for graim, com-
pared with 44 percent in 1952, Most of the acreage not harvested for grain was useg
for hay or pasture or was plowed under for a green manure crop, North Dalots,
South Dalota, Minnesota and Nebrasl:a accounted for over half of the total r7e Proe-
duction in 1953,

) In many sections of the country, dry conditions durin,; the late summer and fall
months of 1952 curtailed pasture feed supnlies and many farmers seeded rye for sup-
plemental pastures. In many cases, seedings were made under unfavorable conditions,
but rains in late November and December permitted gérmination and with 2 mild winter
wach of the crop developed satisfachkorily, Plenty of rain during the spring and
early summer in the main rye grain producing States aided the crop, and yields vere
better than average.

BUCKWHEAT: The buckwheat crop of 3,193,000 bushels harvested in 1953 was the smalest
of record, being slightly smaller than the 3,205,000 bushels ‘harvested

in 1952. The 175,000 acres harvested was less than half of the 194251 avérage and
the second lowest on record, excseding by 9 percent the record low 161,000 acres har
_ vested in 1952, The yiela of 18.2 bushels per harvested acre was a bushel above

average, but 1.7 bushels below the record high yield of 19,9 bushels in 15652, Three-
fifths of the buclwheat crop is usually produced in two States--ilew Yor: and Pennsyl-
vania,

In the more northern buckwheat producing States, the spring planting season vas
vetter than normal and interfered with plantirg other crops at usual seeding time,
As a result some increases occurred in the buciwheat acreace, The growing season
for bucl:wheat was generally favorable., Near average to above average yields per acre
were realized in all States except Tennessee where hot, dry fall veather lowered
vields, Weather at harvest time was unusually favorable in most buclwheat areas,
fICE: Another record high rice crop wns produced in 1953, Estimated at

52,529,000 equivalent 100-nmound bags; production is 9 percent larger than the
revised 1952 estimate of 48,107,000 bags and 50 percent more than averagé.

The 1953 crop was harvested from a record high acreage of 2,135,000 acres, 9 &
cent larger than last year and 30 percent more than average. A larger acreage than
last year was harvested in each producing State, with increases in Mississippi and
Californis of 46 percent and 25 percent, respectively. Acreage increagses in the
other States were light to moderate. Yield per acre averaged 2,460 pounds, also &
record high, and was 12 pounds above the previous record of 2,448 pounds in 1952.
The 10-~year average yleld is 2,127 pounds ner acre, Compared with last year, yiek@
ver acre in 1953 were higher in Mississippi, Arkansas and Texas, but lower in Iouisi”
édara and California, The 2,181,000 acres seeded this year compared with 2,006,000
acres in 1952, The acreage abandoned, at:2,l1 percent, was about the same percentagt
‘as last year, ' -
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Rice nroduction in the southern area, which includes Mississipni, Arkansas,
Louislana, and Texad, totaled 40,581,000 bags, .comvared with 36,392,000 bags in
1952, In Mississippi, a relatively new rice oroducing State, the 70,000 acres
nervested is nearly 50 percent grester than last year, Fall weather was favorable
for maturing late vlanted acréage and a.good yield was harvested, Arkansas rice
growérs harvestéd 486,000 acreés, 7 vercent more than in 1952, The crop was grown
apd harvested tnder favorsble weather ¢onditions and a yield of 2,425 pounds per
acre was oroduced, Production, at 11,786,000 bags, is.25 vercent more than last
vear ard a record for that State, In Louisiane, heavy rains and floods in May
washed out constderable acrerge, some was replanted, but yields were below normal
becaise 'of -poor stands and grassy fields, Yields from the early crop, however,
were zenerally zood and the State averaze of 2,050 pounds ner acre i& orly 25 pounds
less than last year. In Texas, tie season was favorable for rice production and
the crom uas harvested with 1ittle loss, Late planted rice which turned out well
boosted the State's average yield to 2,6M0 mounds -er acre, a new high record.

With acresage harvested up ¢ percent from last year, production of 14,924,000 bags
also set a new record, .

i

. In California, the 1953 seascn generally was unfavorable for rice prgduction.
The crop got & poor start because of cool soring weather and a serious early infes-
tation of leaf miner, Summer weather was too c~nl for rice, and while high temper-
atures in September broucht the crop alone fast it never recovered from early
setbacks., Yields turned out below average. The State average yield per acre is
estimated at 2,900 pounds mer acre, compared with 3,550 pounds in 1952 and the 10-
vear average of 3,021 pounds. 4n increase of 25 percent irn acreage harvested more
than offset the lower yield and oroduction at 11,948,000 bags is 2 pvercent larger
than 1a§t vear,

°

COTTON: A totton crom of 16,437,000 bales, the fourth largest of record, 1is esti-
mnted for 1953, based on informetion as of December 1. The 1953 crov

comoares with 15,139,000 bales in 1952 and 15,149,000 bales in 195k, This is the

first time oroduction has exceeded 15 million bales in: three successive years,

The 10-year average production is 12;216,000 bales. )

Cotton in cultivation on July 1, 1953 is now estimated at 25,376,000 acres,
8.4 percent less than the revised 1952 estimate of 27,100,000 and commores with
tre 10-year average of 22,038,000 acres, Slicht decreases in Georgia and Calif-
ornia and sharp reductions in Texas and Oklahoma acreage in cultivation-July 1 com-
pared’ with July‘l, 1952, more than offset the moderate to fairly largé acresge '
increages in all other States., Continued droucht limited the acreage In'Texas and
Oklehoma, Abandonment of cottor acreage in cultivation on July 1 is estimdted at
'8.7 percent, leaving 24;434,000 acres for harvest, compared with the 1952 revised’
estimate of 85,841,000 aores and thé revised 10-year average of '21,489,00C,

-

i | ' N .

The average liny yield of 322,4 pounds ver acre is 11.1 »ounds sbove the pre-
vious record high wield of 311,3 pounds harvested in 1948, and compares with the
revigsed 10-year,average of.271.4 vpounds, The record yield per acre is largely due
to an increise in the proportion of the acreage in the higher yielding States,
LOuisianq 1s the only State which has & record high yield. Yields are generally

é:s:uthﬁnfﬂverage in most eastern States and atove average in rentrel and western
8 eB‘ M - - N .
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In the Oarolinas, Georgia end Alabema, cotton came up to generally good standsg
© &and early progress was satisfactory. Weevil infestation, however, was heavy, 'Harly
cotton in the Central Belt got off to a good stert under conditions favorable for
weevil control, Crop prospects were very poor in the Lewer Valley of Texas, After
a slow start, cotton.in New Mexico and Arizona developed rapidly in late spring,
However, in Callfornia. cool spring weather and crysty soils resulted in an exceps
tlonally large amount of replanting and cotton on considerable acreage was three to
four weeks later than usual, - | , S

. In Missouri, west Tennessee. northern Mississippi, and north eastern Arkansas,
cool, rainy weather through moat of May resulted in much replanting in late lday and
early June, Dry weather set in and soils dried rapidly, In many fields nome of the
late planted cotton had germinated by July 1 while Ln other fields stands renged
from very thin to only fair. .

Severe drought in northwestern Texas prevented germination of seed and resulted
in heavy abandonment prior to July 1, Most of the non-irrigated acreage in north.
vest Texas was planted in dry soil, Limited rains caused some germination but
blewing sand, hign temperatures: and continued drought materially thinned stands,
Mach of the non-irrigated acreage in this area on July 1 remeinefl in the "dust",

Dry soil and bigh temperatures also resulted in poor standa 1n west central and
southwestern Oklahoma, - .

As & result of the unfavorable weather in northwest Texas, Uklahome and,Central
Belt States, it was apparent ‘that considerable atreage which had not yet germinated
was included” in the estimste of acreage in ¢ultivation'July 1. Most of this ecreage
was in northiwest Tekxas with s sizeable amount in northwestern Arkansas end relatively
small acreages in Oklehoma, Loulsiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and Missouri,

In July, timely rains resulted in some improvement in dry-land ¢otton prospects:
in the eastern Low Plains of Texas, In most areas of northvestern Texas, bowever,
the severe drought was only temporarily relieved 'and dry land cotton continued to
deteriorate, Most of the acreage not up on July 1 was abandoned., Irrigated cotton
eontinued to make good progress, , While the Layer Valley crop was very light, the sel
of bolls in central and eastern Texas in late July was excellent and plants contimmd
to fruit with weevil infestation relatively light.. , s

In other States and Hreas where some cotton was not up on July 1, drought
relief in late June or early July brought rapid germination end growth end most of
the acreage not germinated on that date was retained ."for harvest“ In faet, soil
moleture was generally restored toward the end of .July and both early and late sottor
maie exgellent progress .with weevil infestation. remaining negligible., While a feir
crOp of bolls had set by August 1 in eastern States, weevil damage continued heavy.
The crop in the three far-westerp ‘States made .excellent progress in July end over+
came some of the extreme lateness, As of August 1, the outturn of the large acreagé
of late cotton in central States and the far-west was very uncertain with a later-
than-average frost needed. for maturing much of' the late acreage, |

Late Aygust and early September rains improved cotton prospects in ¢entral
and northeastern Texaee and excellent yields were produced, While high yields in
upper coastal counties of Texas were anticipated. yields turned out better tuap
expected earlieri 'Continued drought and high temperatures during late Septemher.
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sheoked the growth of late ootton in northwestern Texas, Oklehoma, Termessee and
portheastern Arkensas, limited sizing of bolls end caused some premature epening.
Te high temperatures, however, hastened maturity of the late cotton end held boll
weevils in cheoks ‘

Vhile dry weather continued in the Central Belt during Aupgist and September,
il moisture was adequate for maturing the heavy set of bolls on early cotton and
exceptionally good ylelds were produced. The crop in California continued to meke
good progress but remained late.

Fall weather was nearly ideal for harvesting the crop in all States except
Toxas end Oklahome where rains caused some deley. Temperstures were above normal
and little to no frost or freete damege occurred. Ginning in eastern States wes
prectioally completed prior to December 1 with the perocent ginned ebove average in
il States except Texes,

BiY1 Hey crops produced a large totsl tonnage in 1953 despite the summer drought

"  end more than usual diversion of hay acreage to pasture. The total crop of
105.3 millien tons, which has been emceeded in only three other years, was hervested
from 73.9 million acres, an ares slightly below averagze. The yield of 1.L2 tons per
gore of all hay is the third highest of record. An abundance of* early season reain

in principel hay States promoted growth of forage crops and brought on heavy first
cuttings which, mlthough rather coarse in quality, bulked large in the season's

total, V'eather during hay hervest was almost ideal for curing end storing, resultixg
in good color and minimum harvesting lossess o

Summer drought reduced growth of hay-in large ereas in iiissouri, Arkenses, in~
other South Central end Southwestern States, and elso in large sections in Virginie,
Yorth Cerolina, Tennessee and Kentucky. In these States end over a wide bordering
rea, second and third cuttings were peor or a complete failure. The resulting hay
shortage in the drought areas showed a striking resemblcnce to the 1952 seasone In
193, as well as lest year, Federal and Stete governments joined in e drought relief
hey program to help facilitate movement of hay from surplus States into hundreds of
officially designeted drought counties. These shipments helped to minimize hardship
and prevent or .slow untimely liquidetion of breeding herds. -However, the 1953 hay
trop in each of the South Central Stetes was consideraebly larger than last year's
very small crope ' a

Available supplies of hay and foraege eppear to be adequate for current require=-
tents, elthough not well distributed. The total hay supply per hay consuming enimal
ul}it in the Nation is about the same as in 1952 although & little “below the 7 pre=
Vious -years, Increases in gress silage production especimlly in North Atlantic
States, while not counted as hay tonnage, add considerably to the feed supply. A
iry and mild fall season in much of the North made possible conservation of stored
fe.d. through the use of forage from scurces such as grain studbble, corn stalks,
teedow aftermath and other field residues. liore recently, wheet pastures in Central
ind Southern Great Pleins have mede amazing recovery following late fall rains,

These favorable factors to 'some extent of fset one of the poorest pasture seasons of
record, which forced stockmen in dry arems to begin feeding hsy end forege earlier
tnd heavier then usuale '
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Alfalfg hay gained further prominence in 1953 among the dif ferent kinds of hay,
The LI million tons of elfalfa and hay mixtures which fermers cell alfalfa repre-
sented over L2 percent of all hey. This year's orop is 5 percent sbove 1952, 26
percent sbove the 1l0-year average, and is the largest tonneage of record., Gains
ceme from inoreased acreage; yields ran slightly below 1952 and below everage,
Hay reported as clover-timothy dropped below 1952 in acreage, yield and production
in aelmost all Statess The total clover-timothy crop of 29,851,000 tons reprcsents
28 percent of all hey end is 1.2 million tons below averages

Lespedeza hay suffered the most serious reverses of any of the hay crops due to
prolonged dirought in leading lespedeza States. Yields were low and much of the
ecreage which normally would be cut for hay was used for pesture. The total les=-
pedeza hay crop of L, 129,000 taons is cne-fifth below the short 1952 crop and about
two-fifths smaller than average. 1/ild hey was cut on more than the usual acreeage,
The total of 12,216,000 tons was 13 percent above 1952 but 3 percent below average.
Tild hay yields in the Dekotas, “ontana, !Minnesota and most leading wild hay States
except Nebraska were sbove the low yields harvested in 1952. Smaller acreages and
tonnages of grein hay, especially in the Dakotes and llontena, were cut then in 1957,
although highar yields brought the total of 3,411,000 tons close to last yeer's
tonnage. The agpgregrate total of soybean, peanut end cowpea hay was less than in
1952 and accounted for only 2 peccent of all hay., Somawhat less than a tenth of the
total hay crop, amounting to about 9 million tons, comes from the "cther hgln class
made up of heys whose composition veries preat.y b rerions. The J percent in-
crease shown in this group reflects the need to rebuiid reserves and to secure
adeocuate forage for the livestock on hande

ALL SORGHUMS: A sharp expansion in acreage planted to sorghums this year ocourred
in ‘ereas where abendonment of winter wheat was heavy, as well as in
drought ereas where early indications pointed to short feed supplies.

Production of sorghum grain is estimated et 109 million bushols - 31 percent
sbove las’, yeer's very small crcp, it 21 persent below the avcrage of 137 million -
bushels. The €,2.37,000 scres harvested for grain was 21 percent larger then last
yeer, The yield of 17.8 tushels per harvested acre compares with 16,L bushels lest
year and the average of 18,L tushels. Yields were very spotty this yeer. Generally,
sor ghum grain which received sufficient water either naturslly or bv irrigation
produced excellent yields, while the crop in or near drought areas produced low
yields. IMuch acreage, particularly late planted sorghums in the dry areas, did not
develop for grain. :

The 1l,60l,000 acres of sorghum planted for ell purposes (including sirup) wes
18 percent more tran planted in 1952, tut 2 percent less then average. The plent-
ing season was extended over a much longer period than usuel, since summer reains
provided moisture for late plentings of sorghums in drought ereas. This yeer 151
percent of the ecreages plented was sbandoned, compared with 13,3 percent last yeen

The 12,397,000 acres of sorghum harvested for all purposes (including sirup)
was about 16 percent above the 1952 harvested acreage, but 12 percent below averag®
Most of the increase in acreage he rvested was in Kensas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas
end Colorado. Of the acreage harvested, LO.5 percent was for grain, L2.3 percent
for forage and pasture, 79 percent Tor silage and 0.3 percent for. sirup, Last
year 7.1 percent of the harvested acreoge wes for grein, L5.9 percent for forage
end pasture, 6.6 percent fcr silege and O,L percent for sirup.

The portion utilized for forage, including\that pestured, totaled 5,241,000
acres -« 6 percent aebove last year, The eﬂ&im&ted produc tion of 6,170,000 tons 18
- -
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about 40 perCLnt'above last year's very short crop, but it is vell below the 10-year
averaze of 3,500,000 tons, The yield cf 1.18 tons per acre is tell abeve last year's
yield of 0.88 ton cer acre. The fore,c estircates include acreage pastured, much of
which produced very little feed., Sorghum yput in silos totaled 5,506,000 tons, com=-
pared with 3,£21,.00 tons last year, About $78,000 acres was cut for silage, compare.
with 708,000 ecres last year, OSorgbur for sirup totzled 41,000 acres, the same as
last year,

PCPC(Ha:  Growers in 11 commercial povcorn States procduced 308 rillion mounds of ear

povcorn in 1¢03--the secona larcest crop of reccrd. This productichy is .
15 percent more then the 1¢'52 crop of 268 millicn pounds and 3¢ percent abcve the
10-year average of 222 miliion pounds, Production in the Corn Belt States as a
whole wvas 8 percent above 1952, due mainly to increased acreaze harvested., Yields
vere generally spotted in this area, though good to excellent in scme sections,

Production in 1¢53 varied widely by States--from a near failure in Oklahoma to
record crons in Indiana and Kentucky, The videspread drought that affected all or
parte of each Stete in the vopcorn belt reduced vields, tut the cvop escaped serious
damage generally, The dry weather hactensd maturity, reduced the wmoisture content
and enubled grovers to harvest the crop unusually early, The U.o. yield was 1,609
pounds per acreg 8li,htly highor than last year's yicld of 1,572 pounds and also
above the l0=~vear averace of 1,527 pounds per acre, Four out of the 11 States
shoved lers production in 1¢53 then in 1¢52,

Indiana, with a record 40,000 acres harvested, oroduced 74 million vounds in
1953 to tom all other wtates, Illinois was second largest vith 48 million pounds,
Ury weather hurt the crovo some in that State, but the important Gallatin County
area suffered less than some adjoining areas. Harvesting of tne Illinois crop was
mostly comploted by early November. The Ghio crep did not suffer msterially from
drought, ae the producing area ercaped most of the dry weeﬁher. A larger acreage
then in 1952 vas harvested in Icwa, but hot dry weather reduced prospects early in
ﬁw season and the average yield per acre for the State was far below that in 19582,
tissouri hmivested a slightly larger acreage than in 1952, but vith a slightly lower
vield, production vas about the same as last vear. The Kansas crop suffered from
dry suumer veather, and the final outturn was swaller than in 1952, Netraska r
produced about 31 million pounds--the second largest crov of record for the State,

Kentucky nroduced a record for that State of 38 million vounds of good ﬁuality
mncorn in 1053--far more than was anticipated earlier in the season. Picking
ftarted the earliest.of rcord, but progress was slow, By Yovember 1 about 10 per-
cent of the crop remeined to be harvested, thus overlanping the Gorn Belt harvest,
.lhually the Corn Belt States harvest after most of the Kentueky crop is out of the
vay. The Cklahoma crop was almest a failure because of drought, The Texas crop was
relatively good for the State as a vhole, )

Grovers vlanted 207,40C acres in 1953, or about 11 percent more than in 1952,
Acreggg losses wvere relatively light excent in Oklahome and Hissouri; they were
Ne.ligible in most of the Corn Belt States., Growers harvested 191,700 acres--the

;iiigrgargest acreage of record--~12 percent iwore than the 170,600 acres harvested
o2,

\ about 93 percent of the crop hail been harvested by liovember 1 compared with
&bout 99 bercent by that date in 1953, Field losses were senerally light in most
reas with moisture content much lover than usual,
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About 83 percent of the 1953 crop was vellow varieties and about 17 percent wag
white varictics, The propertion for yellow varietics is =lightly higher thzn in
1952, but abeut the same as in 1951, Indications sre that between 60 rnd 65 pere
cent of the 1953 planted acreege w=s contracted, cor about the samec as the propore
tion contracted the previous wwo yearss

While offici:sl estimates are prepzred for only 11 States, ~n additionzl qurlity
of perh:ps 20 to 25 million pounds of popcorn, somevhat more thzn in 1952, was grown
in severel other States, notably Colorado, ldsho, Marylend, Tennessee and Virginia,

TRY BEAVS: Dry bean production in 1953 is estimated at 14,761,000 bags (100 pounds

c:ictn basis). This is 12 percent above the revised 1952 crop of
15,010,000 bags, 'but 16 percent less than the record 20 million bngs produced in
1949, The 194251 average was 16,478 000 bags,

Production of Pintos was greater thon that of any other class, cxceeding Pra
beans by 32 porcent, Pea beans were in the lead in 1951 and 1952, Pinto production
i cstimted ot 4,753,000 bzgs (clech bzsis), the largest of record ~nd 51 percent
more than the 3,168,000 bags in 1952, Pea betns are cstimsted at 3,630,000 bags,
compared with 3,412,00C in 1952, Greet Northcrns in third position, &t 1,834,000
bags, are 5 percent lecss thun last yveazr's crop. Red kidney production decreased
9 percent, Large Limas show 2 decreasc of 223,000 bags (16 percent) which was
ne=rly offset b o 209,000-bzg increase in Bab: Limasc

Try beans were plinted on 1,437,000 acrésc 10 percent more than in 1952, but
othcrwise the smallest screage since 1523, The increcse in planted acres this yoar
broke the Qownward trénd thet had prevailed since 1948, Abandonment in 1953 was’
sm=1ll, only 2,7 percent compared with 3.5 percent last yetr, In contrast to the
rclatively 'smell acreage. the yield per harvested acre (uncleancd besis) this yeer
wzs the hi~hest of recordsil,296 pounds compared with the previous record of 1,287
in 1952 2nd the 10-year average of 1,007 pounds, Harveat weather was ,cnerclly
fuvoreble for &1l ercas end most of the crop was gathered with 2 minimum of weather
damageo - . \

Th- Worthazst,ﬁrca hed & relatively good scason for beon produetion, Harvest
in Michizo» w3 sccomplished under very favorable conditions, Al thongh late drought
crused some drmsge in New York ond late set beons did not yield as well as expected
earlier, h:rvest wos complcted with 2 rinimam of intcrruption, liichigan yields werc
slightly less than Torecast on November 1-and this declince more thon offsct increases
in Maine ond Mew York, In the Yorthwost crez, the ertcnded full sezson enabled
late plented beans to mature, Harvesting conditions were unusu-lly favorable, and 2
minimum of loss occurrcde muality is genct 1ly good ~nd bectuse of the very
favorsble £211, cleonw-out has been smzll, Yields in ench of the Morthwest States;
excopt Yashington, were better than forecast on November 1, The Southwest :res.
wherc most drv beons are Pintos, proiuced & better crop than orpected earlicr,
Yields wore wvery ood in Colorado, both on irrisated and drv land acreagese. In Fev
Mexico, srme damége oceurred in the Estancia Velley from dry weother in Scptember
and =m early frost, 'Harvcst w.s slow in Arizonsa becansc of shettering resulting
from extreﬁqu‘dry conditions. A gmall acrcage in Uteh was unbarvested beczuse of
r.in dnegce

N

The prolonged favoreble fall, with abscnce of rain, resulted in high yiclds in
Cclilornis, Yield per acre of Large Limas w2s about the same as lasd year, but
z shurply reduced acresec, Baby Lima acreage ond yield per acre'were ocach sube
stantizlly larger then in 1952, Other becns in Galifornia slso yiclded better then
lest yerre —20m
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paf PEAS: The 1953 dry pea production (2xcluding Austrian peas) is estimaved a%

, 2,974,000 bags (100 pouads cleauned basis)- This is 25 percent more 'than
the Tevised 1952 crop of 2,377.u)u bags, slightly larger than tne 1949 and 1950
crops, but otherwise the smailest since 19540, Tne increased production is mairnly
tre result of a 24 percent increase in acreage harvested and a slightly better than
average yield per acre. The production of Alaskas and other smooth green peas is
estimated to be 69 percent more tran the 1952 crop, while the outturn of Canadas and
other smootk whites and yellows wes 25 percent larger. Oa the other hand, production
of ail other kinds (principally wrinkled peas for seed) was curtailed 14 percent,

The 280,000 acres planted to dry pees in 1253 compares with 228.000 in 1952 zrd
the 1942-51 average of 498,000 acres, .ost of the acreage increasc came in Idsho,
uith Wasuington shcowing the second largest incresse. These two States accounted for
jo percent of the planted acreage in the 9 States for wiich estimates are made.
icresge losses amounted to 6.4 percent of the seeded acrezge this year, compared with
7.5 percent in 1952,

kn average yield of 1,27% pounds per acre (urcleaned basisg) is estimated for
1953- This is 42 pounds more than the revised 1952 yield and 15 pounds more than
average. DBetter yields than last year in tne major producing State of lashington,
es well as in borth Dekota and Colorade. c:ifset decreases in the otlher. States,

Tields in Lashington, Cregon, and northern 1dako were cut frcm early expectatiorns
by hot, dry weather in July,

SCYBDANS:  Soybean producticn in 1953 is the lowesl since 1949, The current cstimate
of 262 million bushels is 12 percent less thien the revised estimate of

238 milirzon bushels harvested last year, but is 19 percent above the everage of

about 220 million bushels. The relatively lov production in 1953 is the result of

low yields per acre. The 18.3 bushels per harvested acre is the lowest since 1947

end compares with 20.8 in 1952 and tke 10--year averege of 19.7 bushels per acre,

& record acreage was planted to soybeans in 1953--a total of 16.5 million acres,
0,000 acres above 1952, tne previcus high. Of the total acreage, about 87 percent
or 14.4 riliion acrees were harvested for beans. This is slightly above the 14.3 mil-
lion acres in 1952, but indicates a slightly smalier percentage for beans than a year
80, The percentage for hay was also below last year vhile the "other purposes",
wiich ircludes abandonment, was considerably higher than 1n 1952.

The 1953 soybean crop was off to a very favorable start over most of the main
producing area. Plantings were mede near the optimum dates in most States, altnough
2 few beans were planted late because of weather conditions. But the bright pros—
bects for a record soybean crop were soon dimmed by drought., The early drought
centerad in nissouri and Kansss, bud spread to alfect mucr of the heavy producing
S0ybean area, OUnly the northern edge of the main belt ana parts of tne South
Atlantic area had favorable growing weather, Partially offsetting the effects of
the dry summer, the harvesting season was the earliest and perheps tne most favorable
O?record‘ Most soybeans were combined vefore November 1, except in ‘raryland,
ﬁrginia and North Carolinae, wnich are late harvesting States, The extreme dry con-
ditions at barvesting time caused coaziderable shattering. but losses froa this
teuse were not as severe as erpectdd earlier. The moisture content of beans corbined
‘018 year has been exceptionally low.

- 21 -
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The horth Central States produced 233 million bushels or 89 percent of the U,
total, Last year the same area produced 257 miliion or 85 percent of the total, (s
the mejor producing States, ounly iMinnescta had a record yield end production, That
State produced nearly 28 million bushels of soybeens, far above its previous recorq,
Despite drcught, especially in the Southern districts, I11linois produced 77 milligy
busnels of soybears, or almost 30 percent of the U S. production. This was the
result of e relatively high acreage, a&s the yield of 20,5 bushels per acre was the
lowest since 1947 and comperes with an average of 22.4 bushels per acre, In both
4lssourl and Kansas, drought damage was severe; in Kansas yields per acre were the
lowest since 1739,

As a group, the South Central States were the most severely hit by drought,
Yields in that area were the lowest in recent years. The area produced only 16.6
million bushels, at an average yield of 12.4 bushels per acre. Lest year the same
States produced 28,5 million bushels, with & yield of 15.6 bushels per acre, All
producing States in the area, except Alabame and Louisiena, reported exceptioneally
low yields, The South Atlantic States were nnot severely aurt by dry weather and
yields, although below lest year, were above average,

COWFEAS: The 1953 production of cowpeas harvested for dry peas is estimated at

1,964,000 bushels., This is 15 percent larger than the 1952 crop, but 45
percent less thar the 1l0-year average production, The increased production tuis yes
was toe result of a larger Larvested acreage and higher yields per acre than in lyy
The yield of 6,2 bushels per acre of dry cowpeas harvested in 1953 compares witn
5.9 bushels per acre for both last year and the l0-year average.

Tre 1,039,u00 acres of cowpens planted in 1253 exceeds that of last yesr hy
17,900 acres, but with that exception is the smellest in 30 years of record. About
30 percent of the acreage was harvested for dry peas, & slightly higher percentage
tnan in 1952, The season was generally favorable for cowpeas., Only Kansas and
trkensas, indicated lower yields than in 1952, A1l other producing States reported
either higher yields or siowed no change from & year ago,

PEANUTS: Production of peanuts from the acreage picked and threshed is estimated of
1,574 million pounds, 1% percert above the 1952 crop of 1,372 million

pounds, but 24 percent less than the 1942-51 average. This year's crop was producel
from 1,538,000 acres picked end threshed. This is about 5 percent above last yeer's
acreage for tLis purpose, but 48 percent less than the sverage acreage picked and
trhreshed, The average United States yield was a record 1,024 pounds per acre, 87
pounds atove the previous high of 937 pounds per acre in 1952, Record yields were
reported for 1953 in Georgia, Florida and Oklahoma with Virginia and Alabama report-
ing yields only slightly below previous highs.

The 1953 season in the Virgiria-Carolina area was very similar to the 1952
season, although the beneficial rains came later, and yields egain exceeded earlier
expectations. wood rains received in late September followed by mild weather enable
the crop still in the ground to fully mature. Diggeing had progressed further in
Nortk Carolina than in Virginia at this tiwe and North Carolina peanuts did not bene
fit to the same extent as those in Virginia., The 287,000 acres picked and thresnm‘
in this area in 1953 were 10 percent less than the 318,0)0 acres picked and threshed
in 1952, The estimated production of 472 million pounds is L5 percent below the
555 million pounds produced with record yields in 1952,
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In the Southeastern aren, oroduction of nesnuts, estim~ted at 810 million

pounds, is »lmost 21 mercent larger than the 1952 cron of 672 million, In this

.éren, both hirher yields ard increased ~creaze nicked and trreshed contributed to
tne increrse in nroduction. &n estimnrted 822,000 acres were nicked and thresned
in 1953 commared witr 785,000 acres for the 1952 crop. Tre yield in 1953 averaged
985 pounds mer acre and was 13C nounds above the 1952, Weather during the growing
serson wns unusually favorable, Hervy hurricane rains during the harvesting
serson coused consideradble damnge to stacked meanuts., This was followed by ex-
tremelv ot and hrhmid wenther vhich caused considerable svrouting but loss was
mainly in quality rather than in production.

Following two droutht-nlagued seasons, ti:e Southwestern area is producing 291
million nounds of vmearuts this year from 429,000 acres vicked and threshed., Tais
comnres with 145 million vmounds nroduced on 361,000 acres in 1952 and 243 million
nounds from 375,00" acres in 1951.

In spite of dry conditions early in the season, most meanut areas had suffic-
ient mecisture to zet the cro- off to a fair start., It turned dry in June and
develonment of the crop was somewhat retarded, EHowever, rains came in the veanut
areas when nort needed thirouszhout July, August and Sentember and trne crop soon
overcame tne effects of the earlier drousght. In the Solth-Texas area, however, the
rains came too l~te to ~enefit the eerly crop but materially helped the late crop,
The indicoted yield for Oklahoma tais e-r is the highest of record.

VELVITBTSAI'S:  The acreasge of velvetbeans continucd a downward trend and at 311,000

) acres reached the lowest voint since records were started in 1924,
The 1353 acreage 3s only 64 mercent of last year and 20 percent of the 10-yesr av-
erege. Yields were generally 2ool *his year and averaged hicher than in 1952 for
a1l producine Stetes, Practicallwy all of th: velvetbesn acreage is intermlanted
vith corn and the bulk of the crom is grazed bw livestock af%:r the corn has been
harvested, Nearly two-thirds of the total U, 3, acresge is grown in Georgia,
Prodnction of velvetbeans, in th~ hull, whether grazed or hervested otherwise, is
estimrted at 128,000 tons, commared with 159,000 tons in 1952 snd the average of
426,000 tons,

FLAXSEED: Production of flaxseed in 1053 is estimated at 33,613,000 bushels., This
is over one-fifth larger than the 1952 croo of 30,174,000 buskels, but

4 percent smnller then the averrge oroduction of 38,312,000 tushels, Nsarly 94

Yercont of the 1983 cron was ~roduced in iiinnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota,

Yorth D-lota, the lerding flaxseed Stnte, produced nearly 19 million bushels this

Year--over half the J~tion's total,

L e The increrse in oroduction over 195° was due to a larger acreage. The
5,560,000 acres planted and the 4,380,000 acres harvested are each about one-third
}arger than a yesr earlier and 5 and 7 percent,resnectively, above average, In
Yorth Dakota, the 2,357,000 acres harvested was 50 percent larger than a year
earlier, while in South Dakota harvested acrezge was increased 43 percent, Har-
.vested acrcages in Minnesota and montana were also larger than in 1952, but in all
‘oth§r States acreage harvested in 1953 was smaller than a year earlier, Wet weathas:
during the sprinz vlanting season in the Dekotas and Minnesota delayed seeding of
Other swall rrains beyond a safe date, resuliing in a larger flaxseed acreage than
was_expected earlier, The wet weathier extended nlanting of flaxseed over a longer
JfrTod than usual and some plantings in North' Dakota were made as late as July.
£Ot, dry weather during t..e latter mart of the growing season in the main flaxseed
Producing area hastened maturity, but lowered yields. Although late season weather
WS unfavorable for yields, it did permit a large mart of the late nlanted acreace
to mature and be harvested, - 23 - B
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TOBACCQ: - ‘Total production of 2,046 million pounds of tobacco is estimated for 1953,
This is 9 percent below laet year's 'crop of 2,255 million pounds and 12

percent below the record crop’in 1951, The 1,638,100 w«cres horvested were 2boat 8

percont under “the 1,771,700 acres in 1952, This year's average yicld of 1,249

pounds per aCTre, tlthough down' 24 pounds from 1-8t year, is wcll above thc 10-~year
cverige . ‘

The fluc—cured crop is placed at 1,257 million pounds, down 8 percent from last
ye=r but ncarly 10 percent cbove the 1942..51 zverage, Yiclds this year were fourth
higzhest of recorde—one pound above lest yerr, but 82 pounds below the 1950 record,
The droucht took = htavv toll from the 0Ld Belt crop. Other c—reds fared better,

The 1953 Burley crop of 572 million pounds is ~bout one—cighth smaller thwn
last year's rccord crope The 10-yc-r zvercge is 528 million pounds, Yield this

© year averaged 1,347 pounds per ccre which, while consider=bly above avercge, wes

down 56 pounds from last year,: The crop is reported to be unusually cle=n 2nd of
good gqurlity, .

Maryland tobacco production is pl-ced 2t 37,1 million pounds hz=rvested from
45,000 acrcs, Last vear 40,0 million pounds were horvested from 50,000 acres,

A crop of 51,2 million pounds of fire—cured tobacco in 1953 compares with 58,2
million pounds produced last yerr, The vield this ycor averzged 1,064 pounds per
acre, down 164 'pounds from l-=st year -nd 15 pounds below the 10~year ~verzgc, These
types were badly hurt by droucht, Leaves 2re shorter £nd thinner thon usual but of
good guzlity, :

?he dork air-—cured crop is pliced at 27,7 million pounds, down 18 pcrcent from
last year!s production, The yield per acre zvercged 1,027 pounds, 259 ‘pounds less
then in ‘1952, Only twice in the lest 10 years h've i«ldg been lower,

Production of cigar tobaccos is estimzted -t 100,2 million pounds, 6,5 million
pounds below the 1952 crope. Xiller production of 59.5 million pounds is 11 percent

" below the 1952 crop of 44,5 million pounds, ™stim ted production of bidder types

2t 47,1 million pounds wzs only one percent under lsost ycor's totol,

The crop of wrappers tot:led 13,6 million pounds, 7 percent below thé‘1952
crops. Production of ghade tobacco in the Connecticut Valley was slightly larger
than l=2st year, buat the Georgia-~Floridz crop was down sbout one~fourth,

TUNG NUTS: Total production for the 5 producing Stztes of florid:, Ueorgis, Alfbome
Mississippi ond Louisiszna is estimoted at 144,900 tons of =ir dried

nuts, The 1952 crop ~mounted to 132,100 tons ond the 1l0~ye-r aversge is 42,887 tons

Growing conditions this sezson were generzlly fuvorable throughout the tung belt,

Production id Mississippi, the lecading State, is pluced at 85,000 tons——a fourth

abrve 1952, Florida, production, estimzted =zt 32,000 tons is 3 porcent above 1952,

Alsbama end Louisianz have crops below 1952, Goorgla, ~ minor producing State,

is the some as 1952, '

HAY SEEDS: The 1953 crops of ~1falfz, red, slsike, ond swectclover, lespedeze, &nd
timothy seed arc smaller thin in 1952 and, except for 1lfalfa secd,

smeller then the 1942-51 AVETL.EC Declines in production are diuc to reductions in

- 24
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acreage and yield per acre cauced chiefly by the dry, hot weather last summer.
fundreds of acres vere used for hay and pasture to replenish short supplies of
forage that otherwise would have been.harvested for seed,

These 6 hay-seed crops totaled 352,8 million pounds of clean seed, This is 29
percent smaller thap the 1952 preduction and 23 pereent belov the 10-year average.
But because carry-over is 50 percent larger than in 1952 apd 81 percemt above aver~
aze, the total supnly (production vlus,carry-over) for planting during the 1953-54
season is only 15 percent smaller than that of the preceding season and 6 percent
below-average, '

Weather during harvest, which.began 3 or .4 days later than in 1952, was mostly

_good, but not quite so favorable as a year ago., The 6 seed crops are turning out

asout as expected, the individual crops differing from the production forecasts by
less than 1 percent to 6 percent,

Quality of the seed averages fairly good, but a little inferior to that of the

' 1952 crops. Farm movement of alfalfa, alsike clover, and sweetclover seed has been

faster than in 1952, but movement of red clover, lespedeza, and timothy seed has
been slower, " Frices received by growers for each of these ceeds are below 1952-crovp
prices and also below average, except for lesmedeza .and timothy seed,

ALFATRA SuBD:  Production of alfalfa seed, estimated at 133,226 000 pounds of clean

. seed, is.the second lariest crop ever harvested. It is about a fourtl
sraller than the record 1952 crop of 180,326,000 pounds but 62 percent larger than
the 1942-51 average of 82,007,000 pounds, Production -of northern—~grown seed plus
production of improved varieties of seed grown in the southern-producing area but
adapted for vlanting in the North totaled approximately 82,6 million pounds, compared
vith about 104,8 million pounds in 1952, Produciion in the Central Zone 1s esti-

mated at 31,1 million pounds, 41 percent less than in 1952 but 10 percent above
average,

An estimated 941,700 acres of alfaifa seed were harvested in 1953. This is
30 percent smaller than the record 1,339,500 acréas in 1952 but 5 percent above the
average of 699,990 acres. The estimated yield of 141 pounds per acre exceeds the
Previous record yield of 1952 by 6 nounds chiefly because a third of the United
States crop is in California, where yield per acre is more than three times the

. United states average.

'tﬁD-CLOVER SEED: Production of red-clover seed, estimated at 83,237,000 pounds, is

. 16 percent smaller than the 98,707,000 pounds in 1952 and 10 per-
cent below the average of 92,267,000 pounds, largest reductions in production from
?ﬁt year gccur chiefly in the West Central States, notably Illinois, lewa, and
¥issouri, Increases occur mostly from Ohio to the east and south, -

An estimated 1,412,500 acres were harvested in 1953, 17 percent smaller than
ln 1952 and 23 percent below average, Sharpest reductions in acreage from 1952
vere ip Illincis, Iowa, and Nebraska. The estimated yield of 59 pounds per acr
Compares with 58 pounds in 1952 and the average of 51 pounds., -

ALSIRE-0LOVER SELD: With the smallest alsike~clover seed acreage ever harvested,
offset only in part by a record large yield, the 1953 pro-

fuction 35 g percent &maller than in 1952 and 14 pPercent below average

- 35 =
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It is estimoted at 12,432,000 pounds, compared with 13,217,000 pounds in 1952 ang
the aversc of 14,500,000 pounds, The decrensed production in 1953 is more than

offset by the record l:rge corry-over of 8,317,000 pounds—~more than three times
the average corry-over, ‘

The cstimated 64,300 acres harvested compare with 70,600 zcres in 1952 and the
average of -11%,640 acres, The cstimated yicld of 193 pounds pcr ~cre is 6 pounds
nore thon in 1952 a2nd 67 pounds acbove aversge, .

SYEETCLOVER SEED: - Production of sweeteslover sced is estimoted ct 355585,000 pounds,

19 percent smrller thon the 1952 crop of '43,760,000 pounds cnd -
16 percent below the zwverrge of 42,1/'0;000 pounds, Declines occurred in 211 proe
ducinsg Strtes from Minncsota westward and; southward, except Nebraskr,

An cstimated 234,600 ~cres werc hervested, comprred with 271,600 ~eres in 1952
and the average of 285,330 ccres. Yield per sere is cstimated 2t 152 poundsee
9 pounds less than in 1952 but 6 pounds abdve overege, '
LESPEDEZA SEED:. With th. sm: llest ccrenge ond the 1i btest yi11d per acrc since

. - 1936, the 1953 production of 1-spcdeza seed is the smallest in
17 yegrse 'It7is estimoted at 63,667,000 pounds, only hclf =3 lrrge as the 1852
production of 126,905 pounda znd =2 littl. more than - third of the avcrage of
172,30/,,000 pounds. The 1953 preoduction exceeds thc below-cveragr crop of 1952 in
only throe States——Goorei:, Mississippi, ~nd Arkensas, Dcclinc in prodnction was
sharpest in th. e2se of Kurc'm lespedeza and occurred particulirly in Indiang,
Missouri, K-nsca, ond Kcntucky, ’ '

.

An estimoted W4, 500 rercs werc hirvested, compirced with 678,000 acres in 1952
and the overage of 882,060 ecres, The ¥icld of 173 pounds 1s one of the smzllest
vi.lds on record *nd comp'res,with 187 pounds in 1952 and the average of 194 pounds,

PIMOTHY SEED: Production of timothy seed is cstimuted ot 24,695,000 pounds, 22 pcre
: cent smeller thon th-~ 31,790,000 pounds in 1952 and loss than helf
the averige of 53,979,000 poundss Sm.1le-r crops in 1953 thon in 1952 were produced

in 211 8 producing St~tes. ' .

Despite thc foet thnt grovers received the sccond highest prices on rccord
for the 1952 crop, only & little more than hulf =n sverage acrcage w'.e harvested in
1953s The cstim:ted 196,000 acres in 1953 compore with 242,500 acres in 1952 and
th: avevage of 357,750 zcres, The severe surmer drought rcduced yirlds to 126 pound
per =cre, compired with 131 pounds in 1942 :nd thg cverage of lu8‘pounds.

MUNGBEANS: The Oklzhomc mungben production in 1953 is ostimnted ot 6,500,000

pounds-combnréd with only 600,000 rounis in 1952 and the 10-ycar average
of 11,435,000 poundse The early summecr drouth cruscd hecvy 2brndonment in some
arcus, but o lurge acrecge was planted after the dronth was relieved early in Julfe
Favorablec moisture conlitions Jn July and August and good harvest wenther in
Scptomber resulted in better th n norm~l yiclds throughout the contr -l and eastern
arcise The avernge yvield per -crg, is estimzted a2t 325 pounds, comparcd with the
avernge of 302 pounds, The ceresge harvested for beans was 20,000 acres, comp-red
with 5,000 in 1952 2nd the ~verage of 43,900, No cstimates arc mode concerning the
amounts which are not of sproutinz quality. ' '

te v26-
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LOINERCIAL APPLES: The 1953 commercial apnle crov is placed at 92,584,000 bushels,
8lightly above the 1952 crop of 92,489,000 bushels but 15 per-
cent below the 1l0-year average of 109,224,000 bushels.. The 1953 season was charac-
terized by voor pollination weather and drousht in the.ZTastern States, and late
blossoming and an early fall in the Northwest., Prosvects continued to decline as
the season prosressed, The onlv area holding pn to early exmectations was the
lorth A*lantic States, The South Atlantic States, Central States and the Western
States show smaller crops than expected durin:s the -rowing season, Production was
well distributed with all areas having fair crons althouzh smaller than average.

Delicious was s8till the number one variety, accounting for 23 mercent of the
total commercial crop this year. ifcIntosh was second witk 13 vercent and Winesap
vas third with 9 mercent, Other leading varieties in rank of immortance were Rome
Zeauty, Jonathan, Stayman Yellow Newtown, Golden Delicious, R. I. Greening and
York Imoerial. 1In 1952, 23 percent of the crop was Delicious; 11 percent Wine—
san; 8 vercent licIntosh; 7 mercent Rome Beauty, and 6 vercent each for Jonathan
and York Imoerial. Zconomic abandonment was at a minimum this year,

The Eastern crop of 38,697,000 bushels commares with 38,790,000 bushels in
1952 and the 10-year average of 46,282,000 dushels, Relatively good crops were
produced in the New England States and in New York, with the .lcIntosh crop unusual-
1y large, Production of R, I, Greening in ¥ew York was twice as large as last. year,
In the Appalachain area, production was about one-fourth below 1952. Production of
York Imperial was about one-half of the 1952 crop, 1953 being an off year for al-
ternating bearing varieties. Drousht during +he late summ~r and fall months was
severe in this area and aprles did not size as well as usual.

Production in the Central States was 17,862,000 bushels, ‘20 percent above a
year earlier but 7 percent below average. The iichigan crop of 8,200,000 bushels
accounts for almost half of the croo in tis region., 1In 1952, the Michigan crop

- was 5,508,000 bushels and the 10-year average was 7,070,000, Generally voor polli-

+ nation weather during blossominz resulted in poor set in some areas. Dry weather
;Jas géneral throughout the area and siges this year averaged rather small in many
ocalities, '

- The Western States have a crop of 36,025,000 bushels, 7 percent below 1952 and 18
percent below average. L-te spring freeges reduced the crom in Colorado and New
ueXico. Poor vollination weather during blossoming in Washinzton and Oregon re-
diced the set in some localities, The season started late, and below normal - temper-
atures during.the early growing season retarded the development of the cron. High
temperatures during September and October hastened maturity. Average sizes were
generally below early expootations,

PEACHES: fThe 1953 neach cron totaled 64,102,000 bushels--2 nercent above 1952 but

4 percent below average, Production, excluding California clingstones,
totaled 71,517,000 bushels——2 percent less than last season and 11 vercent less than
fAverage, California clingstones totaled 32,585,000 dbushels.—-18 vercent above 1952
and 10 nercent above average,

g The crom in the North Atlantic States is estimated at 5,500,000 Yhushels--up 6
Srcent from last'year and 8 wercent from average., Growing conditions in that areg
Yere generally favorable this season. . '
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The cro» in the Soutli Atlantic States is estimated at 10,243,000 bushels—
slightly less than in 1957 and 12 mercent less then averanze. The hot, dry weather
in this re~ion in the summor caused some damage, to peaches, esnecially in Virginig
and North Caroljina, but most of the peach crops were mature before the drought be-
came severe, The South Carolina crov was ahove average but all other States in
this regzion had below-average cropsS.

The Soutl Central States harvested a crop of 5,406,000 bushels, 30 percent
above 1952 but 8 bvcrcent below averaze. Hot, dry weather ceused some damage in
this area, In Arkansas, Elbertns ripencd faster then usual and some fruit was
not harvested, '

The Worth Central crop, at 5,618,000 bushels, was down 19 percent from last
season and 20 percent from average. Peaches in Michigan, Illinois and Missouri
were smaller in size than usual because of dry weather. Conditions were =enerally
favorable in Ohio and Indiann. :

The Western crop, at 37,335,000 bushels, was 4 percent larzger then in 1952
hut the sume ns aversge.w A1l States in the West excent California sustained spring
frost damage. California frcestones totaled 10,584,000 bushels compared with
11,251,000 in 1952 and 11,380,000 average. Canners took a larger-than-usual volume
of freestones this vear., S

-The following quantities were culled out after harvest in 1953 under the terms
of marxeting agreeunents: California clingstones 1,083,000 bushels, Colorade free-
stones £3,000 bushels and Georgia freestones 66,000. In 1952, the culla-e for
these States amounted to 917,000 bushels, 308,000 bushels and 100,000 bushels,
respectively. ' '

LAES: The 1953 pear crop was 29,065,000 bushels, 6 percent below last year end
4 percent below aversze., The Bartlett cron in the Pacific Coast States
totaled 17,495,000 bushels compared with 20,373,000 bushels in 1952; the production
of otler vsrieties in thiese States was 7,120,000 bushels compared with 6,232,000
bushels last yesr, '

The Eardy crop in California was esnscinlly reavy this year and as usual the
bulk of it went to canners., A 7zood nroduction of 2osc and D'Anjous was harvested.
in Washington. In Cregon, the Bosc crop was above the 1952 outturn while DiAnjous
fell below, The Bartlett veriety in Wasaington was of very high quality and fruit
was generally of =ood size. In Oregon, the Zartlett crop was.of good quality but
sizes averrzed a little smaller than usual. In California, the quality of Bart-
letts was fair in most aress, althouzh in a few localities the spring frosts re-
sulted in some misshapen fruit, ;

‘The Few York croo sized satisfactorily in most areas while in Michigap the
drou-ht retarded sizinz of the crop. .
GRAPZS: Grare vroduction is estimated at 2,640,900 tons, 17 percent below the 1952

nroduction of 3,164,400 tons and 8 percent below the l0-year average of
2,874,200 tons. Production in Californis and arizona, which produced practically
all of the country's Turovean tyne grapes, was 2,453,000 tons, coppared with
2,969,800 tons in 1952 and an average of 2,696,440 tons. Production in the other
States totaled 187,900 tons commared with 194,600 tons in 1952. These are mostly
Anerican tyme granmes, Production in tlie Great Lake States totaled 132,100 tous,
slizhtly under the 1952 crop of 133,600 tons but ahove average,
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» In Celifornia, sprinz freezes were the principal cause of the shorter crop.
Although below-normal tenperatures during the growing sesson resulted in a slower=
thenwusual development of the crop, hervest was unusually lete this year. Produce
tion of the three varietal groups this yeer (1952 in parentheses) wass Raisin
1,474,000 tons(1,65L,000); wine 53l;,000 (656,000); and teble LL1,000 (657,000).
About 223,000 tons of dried raisins were produced this year, abaut 23 percent below
the 287,800 tons .in 1952, :

In New York end ilichigan, the crop developed under favorable conditions and
quelity was generally good. In Pennsylvenia, a hail storm in the Erie section dure
ing late June damaged the crop. In Ohio, the dry, hot weather during July reduced
sizing. Grepes in Arkenses end ilissouri were hit by the late spring freezes end
by drought. WVeashington harvested a record large grepe crop. The quality was good
although hervest was laer than usualy

CITRUSs The U, S, crop of early and mid-season oranges for the 1953«5l; season was
forecast at 62,1 million boxes &s of December 1 ~ 3 percent above lasst

seagson pnd 25 percent mbove average. Valencis oranges are forecast at 57.8 million

boxes = 3 percent below lest season but 3 percent above averapge, The total grape-

fruit crop was indicated at Li3.2 million boxes = 13 percent above last seeson but

16 percent’ bel ow everape, Californie lemons were indicated at 13 million boxes =

} percent above the 1952453 crop end 2 percent above average.

Florida weather to date has been favoreble for citruse Production of Temp le
orenges is estimated at 2 million bo:res and production bf other early and midseason
verieties is placed at Ll million boxes. Last season Florida produced 1.7 million
boxes of Temples and.L0.6 million boxes of other early and midseason oranges. Flore
ida grapefruit are forecast at 36.5 million boxes and tancerines at 5 million e up
12 percent and 2 percent respectively, from last season., To December 1, about 10
million boxes of oranges were utilized compared vith about 7 milljon a year earlier.
This year, fresh markets took L, million end processors 6 million compared with 3.8
million fresh end 3.2 million processed to the same date last yvear. Grapefruit use
was 648 million against 5 millien last yeér. Fresh use was L;.3 million compared
vith 3,6 last year. Processing was 2,5 million this year and l.L last year.

In Texas, conditions have been favorable for development of fruit end growth of
trees. Water for irrigation is plentiful, Oranges ere indicated at 1.3 million
boxes and grapefruit at 1.1 million boxes. Marketing is active. Fruit is generally
of excellent quality,
Arizona prospects are fairly fevoreble., The production forecasts of 1,2 milliep

boxes of oranpes and 3.3 million boxes of grapefruit are each above last ssason and
average. . . ' 1

Celifornie weather hes tontinued favorable for citrus crops. The set of fruit
is irregular this seasons The orop will be héavy in some groves but 'light in many
others. Navel and miscellaneous oranges are forecast abt 1h,l; miY¥lion boxes and
Valenoias, at 22,9 million boxes, 13 percent and 21 percent respectively below last
Season, California 'grapefruit et 2.3 million boxes is indicated 8 percent below
last soason!’ Navel oranges are being shipped from Central California. This crop
18 later in maturing then indicated earliers )

1

ARS )
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PLUMS AND PRUNES¢ Plum production in California and Michigan is estimated at

92,L00 tons compared with 60,800 tons in 1952 and the average
of 86,550 tons, The lerge Celifornia crop of 86,000 tons was marketed under g pgp.
keting egreement, Ahout 8,000 tons were oulled out,mainly because of small sizes
vhich failed to meet the reaquirements of the agreement, Last year California pro-
duced only 53,000 tons of plums.' The ltichigan crop of 6,4,00 tons was irregular 4
to yleld and quality, Last year Michigen produced 7,800 tons.

California dried prunes are estimated at 1143,060 tons (dry basis) compared wi+
135,000 tons in 1952 and the average of 182,600 tons. The ¢rop was heavy in the
Sante Clare Valley and some sections-of the Secremento Valley but short in other
ereas as a result of spring frost damage. ' ' '

Total production of prunes in Viashington, Oregon and Idaho is estimated at
86,900 tons (fresh basis) compered with 85,800 tons last year and the average of
113,830 tons. 1In .these 3 States this year, Ll;,370 tons were sold fresh, 21,070
tons canned, 1,L00 tons frozen and 8,300 tons dried (fresh besis). Last year
utilizetion in these States amounted to L),830 tons sold fresh, 25,L90 tons canned,
7,500 tons dried and 800 tons frozen. It is estimated that 5,550 tons of Viashing.
ton and Oregon prunes were left unharvested this year because of low prices. Abou
2,200 tons of prunes in Idaho and Oregon were culled out after haryest. Last yea
2,500 tons were left unharvested in Idaho and Oregon and LOO tons were culled out
in Idaho, ’

SWEET CRERRIES: The 1953 production of sweet cherries is placed at 91,0L0 tons -
) 9 percent below the 1952 crop and about one percent below averags
Production in the Pacifio Coast States totaled 73,900 tons this .year compared with
72,800, tons in 1952 and the 10=-year average of 75,380 ‘tons. Produgtion in the
Great Lake States at 12,610 tons was 2,200 tons below the 1952 crop. but 3,391 tons
above. average. In Ideho, Colerado and Uteh, spring freezes reduced the crop and
the production in these Stetes was 2, 510 tons compared with 10,220 tons in 1952,

In California, sweet cherriés largely escaped demage from late spring frosts .
but reins in Mey and in late June were somewhat detrimentel to the crep. The
Washington crop was demaged by the late spring freezes and with trees blooming over
a longer period of time than 'usuel, hervest extended over a period of:6 to 8 weeks
Quality of the crop wes good, Harvesting weather waes favorable in both Washington
and Qregon and oraeking was not a major problem this year. ’ \ »

In New York aend Pennsylvenia, poor pollination weather resulted in only a feir
set. . The Michigan crop was demaged by high winds in late June, , oA

SOUR CHERRIES: The sour cherry orep of 13L,130 tons was 16,010 tons above the 197
orop and 27,463 tons above average but 2,110 tons belaw the large
1951 crop. : The Great Lake States had 126,160 tons in 1953 and the ‘estem States

7,970 tons. 1In 1952, the Great Lake States had 109,700 tons while the Western ore
was 8,420 tons, B ' y Coa '

v

The Mithigen crop this yeer was 77,000. tons, 9,500 tons above 1852 end 22,650
tons above average. Sour cherries in Michigen were damaged'by the late spring
freezes, A windstorm in late June further reduced the pr cduction. Wisoconsin had®
good quelity orop. In New York, the set was very irregular but an above-avara@ie
crop was harvested. In Pennsylvania, the Adams County crop was good while in Er
County the set was light and the orop was damgagad hy hail in late June.
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The crops inMontznz, Idsho, Colorado and Utah, were below 1952 and below
everage, largely as thc result of late spring frcezes, The season in ‘ashington
ond Oregon was later than usuil,

CRANBEERIES: The 1953 crop is estimzted 2t 2 record 1,230,500 barrels compared with

803,500 barrels in 1952 cnd the everoge of 788,170 barrels, The crop
in each State wes lorger than last season :nd learger than zverage. Growing condie
tions were generally fevarable in 211 producing areas except for 2 period of exXe
ceptionally hot weather in Massachusetts &nd New Jersey the last few dnys in -
tgust end the first few devs in September,

APRICOTS: The 1953 apricot production in Cclifornic, Washington, and Utzh totaled

210,200 tons: ~63,400 tons &bove last vear and 14,530 tons above averages
Te Californis crop was 226,000 tons, 43 percent zbove the 1952 crope The set w=s
genercl 1y good in =1l areas znd thc crop eized gatisfactorily, More thzn h2lf of
the crop was cannzd this year, Howevcr, beceuse of labor difficnlty in canneries
tovard the end of the sezson, somc tonnége normslly cinncd was diverted to drying
.end other nuseso In Weshington, th: set w-s very good but » hsavy drop of immature
fruit, just before h-rvest, rciuced the nrocuction. Apricots in Uteh were very
gshort 28 the result of spring frost injurve

PECANS: The pecan crop in the 10 important jroducing States is estimated at
173,065,000 pounds.~1? percent sbove 1952 znd 37 percent 2bove average,
The current estimzte is 6 percent down from the November 1 forecasst, Improved
varietics totcl 2bout 83 million pounds ond scedling peczns cbout 90 million peunds.
\.Mjhough the Atlantic Cozst Statcs of North :nd South Carolinn, Georgia -nd Florida
. h:d lzrge crops, the nuts are below average in gquality. In Georgis, the nost ime
port-nt State in the production of improved varicties, the crop is estimated at
45,500,000 pounds compared with 50,500,000 in 1952 tnd 31,971,000 average,
Alabame, Mississippi, Arkons-s and Lonisizns each hid a heavy production despite
hot, dry weathrr., Quzlity in thcse Stztes is foirly goode The Texas and Oklzhoma
¢rops turned out considerably less than indicated during the growing season, mainly
beccuse of the severe drougzht, These two States arg thc most important in the pro-
dnction of wild or seedling pecans, Texas pecons arc cstimated 2t 31,0Q0,000
pounds, 2 third less than th: 1952 crop but 8 percent above average. The Oklchome
crop is placed at 22,000,000 pounds——consideradly less then the November 1 foreccost,
but more than 7 timss the near foilure of 1952 ond 15 percent above average,

ALMONDS, FIL3ERTS AND WALNUTS: The 1953 2lmond crop in C:lifcrnie is placed at

36,100 tons, 1 pcrcent below the 1952 crop bdut 1
percent ~bove aver:ge. The crop was very irrcgular this ye-r with some orchards
heving good production whilc others hove smnll cropse Spring frosts were the
principal reason,

The production of filverts in Washincton -nd Oregon wzs 5,040 tons, only 41
Percent of the 1952 crop =nd 71 pcrcent of averzge, 1953 is 2n "off vear" for
filberts, The set was generzlly irrsgul~r and the crop develeped late, Sizes
averaged very good this yercr, with less "babv" filberts than in 1952,

Walnut production in Californi~ cnd Oregon totaled 57,600 tons—26,200 tons
less thon in 1952 «nd 12,910 tons bclow overage, The crop wns late throughout
the season in both States, In Cnliforniz, the crop was affected by lzte spring
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freezes ond heat injury during ecrly Septcmber. In Oregon, the guzality wes frir
but not 2s good as the excellent qurlity crop of 1952,

AVOCADOS, FIGS, QLIVES, DATES AND PINEAPPLES: The evocado crop in Cslifornin ond
Florida is pl: ced 1t 34 600 tons,
34000 tons ebove the 1952 production =2nd 11,640 tons above averay

The production of dried figs in Califcrni=z tot~led 22,800 tons, compared with
28,100 tons produced last year and the l0-ycer cverage of 31,990, The fresh fig
crop was 10,000 tons this year, 5,000 tons below o year ago and 5,200 tons below
average, The fig crop w:s dumn:ged by spring frost, especislly some varieties in
the Son Jooquin Volley, The cool, humid weather in August in some localities ree
sulted in & reduction of dried fig tonnnge,

Olive production in Californiz totzlcd 30,000 tons, the same as the 1945
crop which was the smzllcst since 1939, The set wos genernlly irregulor by trees
and by orchards in the various areas, Sevillanos were particulorly short this
yeer, The production was so light in mony orckhards that the crop wos not harvested,

The dote crop in California wes 14,000 tons, 2,500 tons below the 1952
ecrop but 1,036 tons above averzge,

The 1953 production of pinczpples in Floridz tot=led, 28,000 crates, 9,000 2bove
last_year and 19,5&0 tons above cverage,

POTATOES: The total 1953 vpotato crop, including winter, spring 2nd summer potztees

" already markcted, is now placed at 373,711,000 bushels—7 pcrcent larger
than in 1952 but 9 percent smwller than the 1942-51 average. Production was l-rger
then last year in 211 sections of the countrz excevt in the 11 western late States
where total output wzs zbout the same as lzst secson, The largest increase was in
the ezrly group of States where record crops of commercizl winter =nd spring
potatoes were produced, Thc 1953 season was chardcterized by relztively good yields
for the country as a whole, though in some sections, notably the centrnl l:ote
potato arez, growing conditions were rather variable, even betwecn zdjacent States,
The U, S, average yicld, &t 248 bushels per harvested .acre, was nearly equal to
1zst year's aver~ge(249) which w=zs the second hichest on record, Hot,dry eummer
weather reduced yiclds in the ceatrzl part of the country, In the Ezst, drought
domoge occurred in a few plices but in most of the rimportant producing areas growers
harvested better yields then in 1952, The 1953 crop made o late start in some of
the important arecs of the West but in most inst.nces good growing ond harvesting
weatber prevailed end hcrvested yiclds turned out fairly good though smetller than
the bumpcr yiclds of l2st season in most States,

Totzl harvested acreage, at 1,508,000 ccres, wos 106,000 acres or 8 percent
more thon in 1952 but asbout o third smeller than averagees Abondoned acrecge was @
little larger than l:st secson but was not a scrious factor in the production plcw
tureq

In the 29 late States, production is cstim~ted at 290,404,000 bushels—~3 per=
cent (about 7.8 million bushels) lerger than last year, Nearly all of this incretse
occurred in the Eastern ond Central late Stotes, Recorded shipments to dste indi-
cate that, thus far this season, movement of late-potatoes to market has becn at @
slower rate than for the same period in 1952 when early sezson shipments were
relatively heavy, «30bw
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farvested acreage in the late States, ~t 1,098,000 acres, was 5 percent larker than
in 1952, Yields for the 29 States as a group averazed 265 bushels per acre.-down
slizhtly from last year,

in the 9 Bastern late States, 1953 production totaled 119,858,000 bushelse—3
percent larger than in 1952. Nearly all of this increase occurred in lew England,
¢hiefly in iMaine. Earvested acreaze in the Iastern late «roup was down from last
vzar in Peancylvania and Up-State llew York but these declines were moze than off-
set by increases elsewhere, notably in iaine and Long Island Iew York., Total acre-
am= harvested in the 9 States was 1 percent larger than last season,

In .i2ire, te vlantinc season w~s favor-ble and mlanting was completed early
in June. Croving conditions were almoct ideal dvring the summer months and by the
and of August dbumper yields apveared to be in prospect. However, during the veriod
beginning tre last few days of Aucust and continuing through the first half of
Sentember, vines were artifically 'zilled on more than half of the acreage to reduce
tre nroportion of larze sizes and to mermit tubers to "rinen!" in the ground before
.~rvest,  Vine-killing omerations have never before been carried outv in Maine on
such a large scale at ti'is nmeriod of the ~rowins season. There was a subStantia)
riduction in average yield —er acre compared with earlier indications. Guality-
vise, hovever, the crop ranks generally above most recent years., Production in
‘eine this rear is now placed at 57,720,000 bushels--6 vercent above the 1952 output.
Zarvested acresge in iiaine wvas 3 percent larger than in 1952, Ilsewhere in Yew
eland growing conditions were rather variable, but in most imvortant oroducing
areas rields were relatively <ood,

On Long Island, New York, growers w-re mlagued with dry weather during much
of the growins season, but the cropm was carried safely t'roush the summer with
zenerous applicnations of irrigation water. Yields averazed a little under last
veer but acr-n~ge wss slightly larger and a slightly larger total crom was harvested
fnan in 1952, Up-State New York yields were curtailed to some extent in the impor-
fant Steuben Count area becausc of dry summer weather but in oproducing sections
ferther North moisture supplies were ademmate, Up-State acrerge was down nmoder-
atelr from last season but yields were relatively zood and finel outturn was nearly
¢mal to thé 1952 crop. Production in Pennsylvania was curvailed drastically by
tot, dry weather. With a smaller acre»ge than last year end the lowest yield since
1967, the Pennsylvania crop turncd out substantially smaller then last season.

Production in the 9 Central late States is placed at 63,834,000 bushels=-7 per-
¢ent larger than in 1952, Though higher yields. than last vear in Visconsin, Indians
and South Dakota contributed to the increase from last season's outyut, ylelds were
down considerably from last year in Minnesota and North Dakota and the average yleld
for the 9 States as a group was slightiy smaller than last year, Total harvested
dreage, hovever; was 9 percent larger than in 1952, In Wisconsin and South Dakota,
higher yields and larger acresage combined o produce vpotato crops substantially
arger than in 1952, In Minnesota, a substantial increase in acreage was largely
offset by a decline in yield from iast year and production was only slightly larger
‘han last year, In North Dakota, sualler yields than last year were more than offset
gyan 18 percent acreage increase and production was moderately larger than in 1952,
he Michigan crop is up slightly from lsst season--the result of a slight increase
In harvesteq acreage, In most of the commercially immoriant areas of the central
late States, the crop is generally of excelleni quaiity,

Production in the 11 Western late States *s now eslimated at 115,712,000 bushels
{ﬁpnroximately the same as in 1952, Yields were generally lower than lastv ssason
B all of the important States except Yyoming and Washington but harvested acreage
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in these. S,@tes as a Troup, was 7 percent lar er than a your carlier. Harvested
acre ge in Idaho, Utsh, and Orexon wa substantially lerger then in 1952, moderately
larser in Colorado and “oshinzton. Californin lote votato cre ge was the same g
in 1952. Xecbraska'ls acrerge wos down sli~wtls from a ye:r earlier,

' In Idaho, potatoes got off to 2 late stort nnder rather adverse growing condi.
tions huwt fall weather was nearl; ideal for late-~season growth, maturity and harveg;
and fotal nroduction is now cstimnted to %We consideradly lrrger tian last year.

In Colorado vroduction was down from last season., The croo =o* off to a
slow start -over most of the Stote, especiall;” in Nort:ern Colorado and in the-
San Luis Valley but- weather was =senerally favorable for development »nd maturit;
and yields were generally 2zood unoubL substantia’ly under last ;"earis record hizh,
An early frost in the San Luis Valley during t'.e f1r‘t week in oentemb'r caused
only negligible damere., Because of tae lateness of tre season, ti's early crom in
Yorthern Colorado moved to marvet later than usuel., T.e Weshinzton crop turred out
slightly smaller trarn irdicated earlier but was meterislly lerger th-n in 195%;
the Cvregon crop is slichtly larmer tlcon 2 yenr earlier, the California late crop
moderately sm-ller, In lebrasiza, late potato yields vere curtailed b hot, dry
weath-r during Sentember which hindered sizing r many fields. ZFinal outturn was
_¢onsiderably less than expected carlier in thie season and substantially smaller tlan
last yeor.

For the 7 intermedinte States (New Jarscy, Delaware, darylan’, Virginia,
Kertucky, Missouri and kansas) 1953 mrodaction was 17,759,000 tushels-—26 percent
more #h~n in 1952. The avrroge yield --r acre in Irw Jersey, Delawvare and Virginia
was much higher this yesar than last as well as for the 1ntermediqte St-tes as o
group. Acrenge hervested was up in Delaware, ilaryland end Virginia but declines in
the other States more t rn offset these i.creases and total acreaze, at 105,C00 was
1 mercent smaller than a ye.r earlier, :

‘In New Jersey, a rainy spring delay~d plantins but zrowir: corditions werc
nostly favorable excent for a rot, dr—~ spcll durin. late Jun and July. Eowev.r,
irrization water was apnlied to a considcrable nortion of th¢ acre-ge and the mlﬁf
result of this dry wrather was relntively low yields for errly cobblers. Produc.
ticn turned out substantially larger tisn snticipated earlier and was rmch larger
than in 1952, Virginia production was about a t'ird larger tlan last yoers

In the 13 early States, the crop totaled 65,548,000 bushels-—25 percent larzer
than in 1952, This estimate includes substantial quantitics of potatoes in
Florida, “labana, Texzas ond California whicl. were not marketed because of low
nrices. The sv roge yi~ld was 215 buslels -er acrc—-slichtly hizhor than last
yenr——with better yields per acre then in 1952 in such important Stat.s as North
Carolina, Alabama, and Arizona more tian offsetting declines in Florida, Texas,
California and some of the less imnortant producinz Stat s. Tuae harvested acro-
aze was 306,700 acrcs, or 20 percent more than in 1952, Acrenge wos up in all
of the immortant commercinl Statos, with Californis showin en incrcase of
24,000 acrrs from last ycar,

304 -~



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

« MNUAL-SUMMARY AGRIGULTURAL MARKETING SFRVICE Washington,. D. C.,
as of CROP REPORTING BOARD December 17, 1953 _
pecember.1953 . 3:00 Polo (B,54T)

TN L O I T Y e T e Ty T I L T T Y R Y TR LY

SWEETPOTATCES: Production of sweetpotatoes in 1953 is estimated at 33,974,000

’ bushels, This output is 19 percent larger than last season's un-
ssuelly smell crop, but 37 percent under the 1942-51 average. Relatively good yields
or acre in New Jersey, Texas, Oklahoma and most of the important States of the South
itlentic region more than offset lower yields elsewhere, and the national yield, at
97 bushels per acre, was 1l percent larger than last year. Harvested acreage, at
50,000 acres,is 8 percent larger than in 1952,

In New Jersey and most of the South Atlentic States, increased acreage and
higher yields combined to produce substantially larger crops than last season. Dry
weather in New Jersey during September reduced yields to some extent but damage was
not as severe as expected at that time. On the Eastern Shore of Virginia, early
gummer weather was unseasonably dry but August rains were beneficial to the crop
and bumper yields were harvested,

Louisiena yields were reduced from earlier expectations by dry weather in the
latter part of the growlng season but with acreage substantially larger than last
year, production was well above that of 1952, Shipment records indicate that move-
mert of Louisiana sweetpotatoes into fresh msrket channels to date has been at a
slower rate than during the same period last season., however, movement to processors
bas been larger than for the comparable period im 1952, In North Carolina, acreage
vag up substantially from last seamson and crop output ranked second only to that of
louisiana, Yields per acre averaged the same as in 1952, Texas production was more
then double last year's short crop. ‘ '

.- '

BROOMCORN: The last estimete for the year places the 1953 crop of broomecorn brush®
at 30,100 tons, This is the sixth smellest tonnage produced in 39 yearsiu'
It is 2 percent below last year's small crop of 30,800 tons, and about one-fourth
seller than the 1942-51 average of 39,900 tons, The current crop is only a little
above the average of 29,200 tons for the five lowest years on record. )

Growers in6States planted 328,000 acres, over the longest planting period in
the history of the crop., Earliest plantings were made in January in the Lower
Valley of South Texas, Planting and replanting in other perts of Texas, OUklahoma,
fansas, New Mexico, and. Colprado were retarded beceuse of drought conditions, and
& larger portion than usual of the acreege was not planted until after the reins of
the first three weeks of July., Additionel late plantings were made again in- the
Lover Valley of Texas following the August rains. Harvesting of this late crop is
txpected to contimue into December or later., Drought, insects and other advérse
factors accounted for crop failure on, 77,000 acres or 23.5 percent of the plantings.
fbandonment was the largest since 1937 and was particularly heavy ih hew Mexico,
lexas, Colorado, and Oklahema. Some of the acreage was abandoned because prospective
‘lelds were too low to pay harvesting costs and the growth was pastured or ensiled
for feed, The harvested acreage ig estimated at 251,000 acres, 7,000 acres less than
1952 and 14,000 acres below the 10-year averege.

Yields .per acre and quality of brush varied greatly this year, Excellent yields
:"e harvested on the relatively small acresge in Illinois. Some good yields were
130 obtained on a small acreage in eastern Oklahoma and parts of the Lindsay area.,
M: filolorado and Kansas, ylelds were above those of last year, but in Texas and New

™o they were leas. The U, S, yield wof 239 pounds per acre this year is the
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same as last year, but one-fifth smaller than average, Much of the poorer quality
brush in Oklahoma and western areas was still on the farms or had not been marketeq
by December 1, '

HOPS: The 1953 crop of hops is estimated at 41,803,000 pounds compared with . .~

61,263,000 pounds in 1952 and the average of 51,075,000 pounds., The 1952
crop was subject to a marketing agreement which limited the salable quantity to
39,200,000 pounds, In 1952, 41,200,000 pounds were harvested, This year 28,400
acres of hops were in production compared with 38,300 acres in 1952, In Oregon, 300
acres were not ‘harvested this year because of damage from mildew, leaving 28,100
acres harvested in the 4 States, In Washington, hops were smaller in size than last
year. The Sacramento Valley of California produced good yields, but in Mendocino
and Sonoma Counties, yields were generally light because of cool spring weather and
early mildew infestation.

SUGAR BEETS: A 1953 crop of 12,029,000 tons of sugar beets is now estimated. This
1s 18 percent larger than last year's crop of 10,169,000 tons and 20
percent above average, Although a record yield of 16.1 tons per acre vas harvested
this year, 0,8 ton above 1952, most of the increased production this year is due to
increased acreage. A total of 746,800 acres were harvested this year compared with
665,400 acres in 1952 and the 10-year average of 745,000 acres., The 1953 growing
season was generally favorable for sugar beets with sufficient water for irrigation
throughout the season in practically all areas, Several thousand acres of beets
were frogen out in Montana and Idaho lapt spring but were replanted. South Dakote
beets were damaged by hail and yields averaged only abouts 8 tons to the acre. In
Kansas, curly top infestation sharply reduced yields which averaged oniy 5.6 tons
per acre, Elsewhere, the growing and harvesting of sugar beets progressed under very
favorable conditions, -
Preduction of sugar from this year's sugar beet crop should total about
1,787,000 tons, raw.value, compared with 1,508,000 tons last year,

SUGARCANE FOR SUGAR: Production of the 1953 continental crop to be used in making
sugar is estimated at 7,472,000 tons, 4 percent larger than<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>