LAMB CROP

1968

July 23, 1968
LAMB CROP DOWN 4 PERCENT

The 1968 lamb crop totaled 14,472, 000 head, 4 percent less than the 15, 040, 000
head produced in 1967, according to the Crop Reporting Board. The lamb crop in the
13 Western Sheep States was 3 percent smaller than a year earlier, and 6 percent
lower in the 35 Native Sheep States.

Breeding ewes 1 year old and older on farms and ranches January 1, 1968 were
down 5 percent from a year earlier, and ewe lambs under } year old were down 13
percent,

The lambing percentage {(number of lambs saved per 100 ewes 1 year old or older
on hand January 1), at 94, was 1 point above 1967. The Western States lambing per-
centage at 90 was 2 points higher than a year earlier, while the percentage for the
35 Native States, at 106, was unchanged.

WESTERN STATES

The 1968 lamb crop in the 13 Western States (11 Western, South Dakota, and
Texas) totaled 10,114, 000 head, down 3 percent from the 1967 crop of 10,384, 000
head., The number of breeding ewes 1 year old and older on January 1, 1968 was
down 5 percent from 1967, Texas, the leading sheep State, with 17 percent of the
Nation's lamb crop, produced 2,399, 000 larnbs in 1968, about the same as a year
earlier. An increase of 5 points in the Texas lambing percentage, from 75 to 80,
more than offset a 6 percent decrease in the number of ewes 1 year old and older on
Jamiary 1, 1968, The lamb érop was smaller than a year earlier in all Western
States except Texas, Wyoming, and New Mexico. The number of early lambs
{dropped before March 15) in the Western States was 3 percent lower than in 1967.

NATIVE STATES

The lamb crop in the 35 Native States {excluding the 13 Western States and
Alaska) totaled 4,351, 000 head -- down 6 percent from the 1967 crop of 4,649,000
head. The number of ewes 1 year old and older on January 1, 1968 in the Native
States was down 6 percent from a year earlier. The lambing percentage at 106
was unchanged from 1967,
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Lamb Crop: 1967 and 1968

Treeding ewes 1 year and ¢  Lambd saved per

: older January 1 1100 ewep 1+ Jan. 1 1/: Lambs saved 1/
State ; 5-year o6 : 968 : o6 ] 068 T Soyear 3 i : 1968 as 4

: average : 1967 : 1 1967 ¢ X : ave t 1967 1 :

: 1962-66 3 s ) : : 19621.?% : % s e ; °f 1967

: 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent
Maine ..... : 50 13 12 i 100 2 T T 1 3
N. He «e... : .2 3.6 3.6 o7 106 L.o 3.5 3.8 109
Ve covvann : 6.4 5.7 5.0 102 o8 6.1 5.8 k.9 8y
MESS. euuusl 7.6 7.0 6.7 a7 99 7.1 6.8 6.6 97
A 1.6 1.5 1.k 87 93 1.6 1.3 1.3 100
Conn. ..... : L.y 3.5 3.7 100 100 k.2 3.5 3.7 106
No ¥ eenast 9L 75 Th 111 1ok 98 83 7 93
Ne Jv avene : 8.2 6.9 6.1 96 100 7.5 6.6 6.1 92
Phe canvsne : 139 128 127 104 106 aa 133 13k 101
Ohio sevaves 569 515 515 101 99 558 520 512 98
TOA. eeecnsl 268 212 210 111 110 281 235 231 98
i I IR 336 272 250 108 109 361 29k 272 93
Mich 209 163 155 109 106 218 178 164 g2
WiBe crvvvas b2 126 123 115 1i5 154 1hs 142 98
Mifn, cevs.? 522 hzo 365 113 113 58Y h7h 411 87
TOWE +veenual 754 &2 566 105 10k 770 é52 586 90
MO. +urunnnt 34 262 2u6 103 105 32 269 258 96
N. Dak. ...} 3139 300 273 02 109 42k 305 297 97
8. Dak. ,..: 1,079 968 910 103 106 1,123 997 965 97
Hebre +onn. : 252 230 216 104 102 261 239 221 o2
Kang. .....t 3685 331 33 102 99 I70 337 328 a7
Dele soevast 2.3 2.0 1.6 100 100 2.5 2.0 1.6 8o
M. cossnos? 19 15 15 93 100 20 1k 15 107
Vaie vovenns H 198 17h 162 117 116 226 203 188 93
W. Va. +...1 177 1h2 136 i1z 12 194 159 153 96
No Co wene 26 16 16 106 106 27 17 17 100
8. Cu veune 3 98-} 2.0 1.5 8a 75 3.5 1.6 1.1 69
GRe aseenasl 7.8 L.y h.2 70 7 6.2 3.3 3.2 97
FlB: caveass 5. 4,2 bk 93 86 4.1 3.9 3. 97
K¥e soneseaet 20k 129 112 117 116 219 151 230 86
Tenn. .....: 102 (31 W7 90 91 99 55 43 78
Ala. cie..at 10 6.3 5.4 86 93 9.0 5.4 5.0 93
MiB8. «ess.t 23 15 1k 73 86 18 11 12 109
ArK. taen.. : 16 8 7.2 83 93 15 6.7 6.7 100
| 7: W 37 22 20 68 65 25 15 13 87
OR1lB. eeaa.? 111 93 86 109 101 1k 96 87 91
Texas 2/ ..: . 3,6U45 3,190 2,999 T 8o 2,799 2,392 2,399 100
Mont, .....7 1,100 936 8s2 90 95 1,024 82 809 96
Idaho .e...? 718 616 609 115 113 811 706 688 97
WYO. sesusst 1,629 1,hl2 1,399 Ba 85 1,382 1,182 1,189 101
Colo. .-...% 1,002 852 780 100 100 1,018 850 780 g2
N, Mex. ...: so1 668 635 75 M 623 502 512 102
ATiZ. oe...% 3hg 323 313 85 7 291 276 2ho 87
Utah voouss? g4l 878 859 90 92 817 792 790 100
Neve «evanet 221 191 181 90 2 199 172 167 97
Wash, seveet 168 11 103 115 115 190 128 118 R
Oregs «+.se3 551 425 395 12 100 551 3k 395 9
Calif. ....: 1,253 1,216 1,167 9L g1 1,145 1,111 1,062 96
48 States ., 18,863 16,208 15,32k 93 ok 17,477 15,033 14,465 - 96
Alaska ...t 85 10 1 T0 ol 5.k 7.0 T.0 100
Hawaii ...% - ——— - _— —— ——— _— — —
U. 8. ..., 18,872 16,218 15,335 93 gh 17,483 15,00 1k kT2 96

1./ Lanbs saved defined as lembs living July 1, or sold before July 1 in the Native States and lembe
docked or branded in the Western States.

2/ March 1 early lamb crop estimates for Texas published in Mt. An. 5-2 are revised as follows: 1961-
1,001,000; 1962-1,185,000; 1963-878,000; 1964-826,000; 1965-933,0005 1966-1,140,000; 1967-1,005,000;
1968-1,032,000.




