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The number of cattle on feed for mer-et in she 11 Corn Bel: States on April 1
was 3 percent more than a rear earlier, the Bureau of Agricultural Sconomics re—
orted today. The increase wes ~robavly ejuivalent to about 80,070 head., Increases
scurred in all of the Corn Belt States except Uhio, Missouri and Kansas.

The increase of 3 »nercent in t:e nuaber of cattle on feed on April 1 for the
11 Corn Belt States compares wWith an increase of 6 percen% on January 1. Tkre
castern Corn Belt States showed ¢ mercent more cat:le on feed on Ayril 1 than a year
ago, with increases of 15 ercent in Indiana and ¥ichizan anu 10 percent in Illinois
and Wisconsin. The western Corn Belt Sta‘es show aboub as many cattle on feed for
narket as a year earlier. Increases of 3 percent in Iowa and Soutnh Darota, and 2
percent in Nebraska and Minnesota were offset by declines of & Tercent in Xansas
and 10 percent in wmissouri.

In California, the number of cattle on feed on Anril 1 is 20 rercent larger
than a year ago. This compares with an increase of 60 “ercent on January 1, 1952
over the ;receding Januarye Imvorts of stocker ana feeder cattle into Czlifornia
during January ana Februar(® were apout 10 rvercent smaller than for the same months
a year eariier. The number of cattle on feed on A>riil 1 in Idaho was £1,000 head,
18 percent below the 62,000 head on fezd Aprii 1, 1951, Idano feeders report they
intend to marzet about &0 [ercent of the number before July 1, coapared with 71
percent a rear ago. Reports from Colorado indicate there are about 10 percent more
catt'e on feed on April 1 than a year ago. Tris compares with an increase of 31
percent on January 1, 1952 over January 1, 1951, Marzetings of fed cattle since
January 1.have been larger tnan for the first three months of 1651. The movement of
replacement cattle into the Coloraco feeding areas since January 1 has been much
smaller than the record replacements for the saae period last year.

Corn 3elt cattle feeders wno re orted the month in which ther expect to market

fed cattle inaicate that a siightly smaller nercentage will De marieted before duly 1l

tnis vear than wvas reported in Aoril last jear, The reported ~ercentage to be
marisetied before duly 1 tails [sar is 42 percent, comparec with ‘A4 percent reported
last Anril, CZlowever, _roducers marleted their fed cattle during A ril-June 1951
at a slightly faster rate than intended last A»ril 1, About 70 percent of the total
cattle on feed April 1 were reportec to have been on feed over 3 months, compared
with 65 percent last April anc 67 mercent two Fears agoe

The projortion of steers on feced trois year in the 11 Corn Belt States vas 69
percent compared with 67 Dercent a year carlier. Hheifers accounted for 13 percent
of the total, compared with 12 »ercent a [ear &g0, while calves comprised 17 percent
compared with 20 rercent on Ayril 1 last year.

In 8 States where corn stocks were re_orted, the supply of corn on feeders'
farms on Arril 1 was less than last year. In Seneral, weather conditions since
January 1 have been favorable for feedin. operations. The main exceptions are parts
of Nebraska and South Dekota where cold weather and snow have held down gains.

Shipments of stocker and fecder cattle into 9 Corn Belt States during the first
3 months of the year were 461,000 head, about 1 percent lower than last year's
shipments. Shipments into Indiana were up 80 percent and into Minnesota up 50 percenk.
(over)



Michigan showed a 49 percent increase, while Wisconsin was up 22 percent; Ohio, up
17 percent; and Iowa, up 10 percent. The remaining States showed decreases as

follows: 1Illinois, down 2 percent; South Dakota, 11 percent; and Nebraska, 27 pere
cent,

The January-Marck average cost of feeder and stoclker cattle shipped from 5
markets for which records are avallable was $30.8C¢ ver hunéred nounds, compared with
$32.74% a year earlier,

The fbllowing table shows by Svates, the estimated percentage of cattle on
feed April 1 this year compared with Avril 1, 1951,

Ohio 95 Minnesota 102

Indiana 1i5 Iowa 103
Illinois 110 Missouri 90
Michigan 113 South Dakota 103
Wisconsin 110 Nebrasla 102

Kansas 92

Eastern Corn Belt 109 Western Corn Belt 100

Corn Belt 103



