UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL MARKETINC SERVICE
“fASHINGTON, D, C.

CATTLE AND CALVES ON FEED APRIL 1, 1955

April 14, 1955.

The number of cattle and calves on feed for market in the 14 major
feeding States on April 1 was estimated at 4,547,000 head, according to the
Crop Reporting Board, This wac an iucrease of adbout 12 percent from the
previous year and compares with an increese of 8 percent in these 14 States
on January 1, The April 1 number on feed is 11 percent below the previous
January 1 level, In the 3 Corn Belt States -- Illinois, Iowa,-and Nebraska --
where comparable data for 1954 are available, the number of cattle placed on
feed during the January-March period was 10 percent higher than for the
corresponding period a year earlier, while marketings of fed cattle were
2 percent lower,

The number of cattle on feed in 9 Corn Belt States on April 1 was esti-
mated at 3,671,000 head, 8 percent larger than a year earlier, For the 11
Corn Belt States, including an allowance for Michigan and Wisconsin, the
number on feed was 8 percent larger than on April 1, 1954, The April 1
number in 9 States was 8 percent below the 3,913,000 on feed January 1.
Missouri was the only State showing a decline from a year ago. Shipments
of stocker and feeder cattle into the Corn Belt States during the January-
March period were 11 percent larger than for the same period a year ago.

~In California, the number of cattle oa feed April 1 totaled 318,000 head
compared with 467,000 on feed january 1 and 206,000 head on feed April 1,
1954, The number on feed in Idaho was 102,000 compared with 135,000 on feed
January 1 and 85,000 on feed a year ago. Colorado had 220,000 on feed Aprill
-compared with 275,000 on January 1 and 163,000 on April 1 last year. Arizona
had 155,000 on feed, compared with 169,000 on January 1, while Texas had
81,000 on feed April 1 and 126,000 on January 1, No estimates have been made
for Arizona and Texas of the number on feed April 1, 1954,

Detailed estimates showing classes of cattle, their weight, expected
marketings and length of time on feed are presented in this report for 14
~ States for April 1, 1955. TIn five of these States -- Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska,
Idaho and California -- similar data are available for 1954,

Cattle feeders in the five States where comparabie data for April 1,
1954 are available expected to market about 45 percent of the cattle that
were on feed April 1 during the next 3 months, with 14 percent in April, 16
percent in May, and 15 percent in June., This is at a faster rate than
reported a year ago, when 43 percent was expected to be marketed during the
April-June period. The number of cattle on feed under 3 months was 19 per-
cent larger than a year ago, reflecting the larger placements since January 1.
The number on feed 3 - 6 months amounted to 1,629,000 head, 13 percent above
the 1,443,000 head on hand a year earlier. The number of cattle that have
been on feed over 6 months is estimated at only 738,000 head, compared with
107,000 a year ago. The five States showed a considerable increase in the
number of heifers on feed, but the proportion of heifers on April 1 was some-
what less than on January 1, reflecting heavier marketings of fed heifers in
the first 3 months of this year compared with last year, Heifers represented
16 percent of the total this year compared with 15 percent last year. Steers
accounted for 65 percent of the total this year compared with 66 percent a year
agoy ‘ealves, 18 percemt and 18 percenti-cows and. other; 1 percent and 1 percsnt,

(Cont'd, on Page 5)
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TABLE 1:
State H
Illinois 555
Iowa 1,256
Nebraska 588
Total 3 States T 2,399 T
Ohio 18
Indiana 231
Minnesota 290
Missouri 265
South Dakota 190
Kansas 148
Total 9 N.C. States_ 37671
Texas 81
Idaho 102
Colorado 220
Arizona 155
California 318
Total 5 Western
States 876
Total 1l States “L,507

Michigan
Wisconsin
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164 132 112
272 201 115
334 282 103
331 298 89
21L 164 116
et ____13______ 120 _
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126 1/ -
135 Bs 120
275 183 120
169 1/ —
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114 L/ 107
108 L/ 112
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l/Estimates include only cattle and calves being fattened for market as a
more or less distinct agricultural enterprise, and excludes small operations

incidental to dairy and general farming.

duce carcasses that will grade good or better.

2/hpril 1, 1955 as a percent of April 1, 195k

vattle thus fed are presumed to pro=

3/Allowances made for Texas and Arizona in computing percentage change for

1L States,

L/Data not available,



TABLE 2, INVENTO«:ILS, [ARK..TINGS AWD PLACEMENTS = 3 STATES
(Illinois,Iowa and Nebraska)

Januarj 1 - March 31

Percent
1955 1954 Change
[T ——p e,
Cattle and Calves on I'eed = January 1 2,371,000 2,265,000 105
Total Fed Cattle Marketings Januvary l-Marc3l 890,000  90L,000 98
Cattle and Calves Placed on Feed Jan,i=Mar,3l 913,000 836,000 110
Short=Fed Cattle Marketed Jan,l - Mar. 31 1/ 37,000 41,000 90
1955 1954
Cattle and Calves on Feed April 1 2,399,000 2,197,000 109
TABLE 3, INVENTORIES, MARKETINGS AND PLACEM NTS - 14 STATES
January 1 = March 31 :
| 1955 195 2/
Cattle and Calves on Feed=January 1 5,085,000 -
Total Fed Cattle lMarketings January - Mar. 31 2,294,000 —-———
Cattle and Callves Placed on Feed Jan, 1-= Mar,31 1,756,C00 ---
Short Fed Uattle Marketed Jan,l - lar,31 1/ 117,000 -—
‘ B 1955 195
Cattle and Valves on Feed April 1 L,5L7,0000 ~—  ---
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~ 1/5ndrt Ted CaltIe are defined as Those placed on feed after January 1 and
marketed by March 31.. 2/Not avesilable,
TABLE L. CATTIEZ TWD CALVES ON FEED, BY WEIGHT GROUPS, APRIL 1 (000)
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¢ Gver £1,100-1,300: 900=-1,100 : 600=900 s  Under

State 31,300 Pcunds ¢ Pounds :_ Pounds _: Pounds _ : 600 Pounds
o m — oo 32985 ¥ 9L T955T s TA50T s 1555 ¢ T9ELT1955 ¢ T95kv1955 ¢ I95L
Illinois - 5 2 20 122 110 289 240 122 125
Towa 1. 1 63 70 326 279 552 558 314 255
Nebraska -k 2 18 27 iky 1l 28h 21l 135 1Ll
Total 3 States _ _ B " T 78" T 703 T 117 T 7595 T536 1,125 1,012 571" T52L_

Bof Total T Z-m _ Z == T LT 5”72 Tz Wil L6 _ A2
Idaho - ~- 8 3 35 2 37 3% 22 18
California - 3. == 16 8§ 1¢2 70 1L3 95 5k 33
Total 5 States _ _ 8.0 _ 8 _ I27 _ 128 _ 77327 T63571,305 1,1h2° T€L7_ 575

% of Total - -- 5 5 26 26 16 L6 23 23
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Ohio 1/ - -

1
Indiana 1/ - - 5 -- Ly - 129 - 53 -
Minnesota 1/ - - 12 - 61 - 122 - 75 -
Missouri 17 - - 3 - Lo -= 10  -- 82  ea
South uJakota 1/ 2 - 9 -- L6 - 7 ~- 55 --
Kansas 1/ ~ 2 - 9 - 3 -- €1 -- 19 -
Total § ST T T T T TT T T T T T TTT T ET T
NoC.States -9 - 2 - 876 == 1,768 = -= 876 -
hof Total == _ -z _ _ W =  C T =T ABT T-m T TR Tem T
Texas 1/ - ~m - 1 - 13 - W - 23 -
Colorado 1/ - - 13 -- 81 - 97 - 2 --
Arizona 1/ - - - b -- 30 == 75 == U6 -
Total 1L States — 12” ~ ~-= ~ T1B9” T --~ I,137 T -2 2,I6h T T-S I, 005 T T2 T
% of Total = T S 8 S i

"~ 1/Deta for 195% ot available,  ~ T T T T T TTTTToo---



KINDS OF CATTLE AND CALVES ON FEED, APRIL 1, (000)

_ TARLE 53
STATE i “Steers_ :_ Heifers _: _ _ Calves N “Cows_and_others

N -t 1 751 P T Al 3 I U U T
Illinois 366 325 67 65 122 105 -— 5
Towa 816 791 186 160 251 209 3 3
Nebraska _ _ _ _ _ 341 326 129 85 112 8 _ 6 _ __5._
Tofel 3 Statse” Z1,523 1,1Lh2" 73827 Z310 T 7 TME _ _ 32 9" - _ 137
£ of Total _ __ _ S 8 16 AL -T2 Z_ T -z Iz
Idaho 72 5L 23 16 6 1L 1 1
California 236_ 155 9N 35 25 12 3 _L m
Tofal 5 States. 15631 1,650 489~ T 36T T TsT6 C LSBT C DT __ 1B
Tof Total _ _ _ _ il R ol S AR : DR S i
Ohio 1/ 109 === 20  =-- 18 - 1 -
Indiana 1/ 139 === 55 ——— 35 ——— 2 ——
Minnesota 1/ 191 === L — 52 - 3 -—-
Missouri 1 125 --= 61 - yin -—- 5 -—-
South Dakota 1/ 106 === 30 - 50 — L -—
Kansas 1/ _ ~_ _ _ 89 _~=-_ _ L6 _ --- 12 --- 1 -
T@@gmgg%ﬁgﬁf‘::'ﬁv‘::"‘ﬁ(‘-::“”z"'::'
T of Total — ~ __ @‘2:“Tf'::"‘55":;’"“{"::'
TeXas 1, Lf‘::‘ﬁf"::"‘ﬂ(‘-;:---7‘-‘::1
Colorado 1 103  «-- 95 _—— 22 - - -—
Arizona 1/ _ _ _ 89  a-a 26 —— 37 —— -——
%@;pﬁy@gjgz‘ZL‘Tmr“::-"-gy-—::---mf‘"::w
T of Total — ~ _ il - it . it A
1703t Tor 95k ot avallabley ~ ~ T T - -TTTTTTTTOC ‘
___________ TABLE 6, _LENGTH OF TIME ON_FEED, APRIL 1 (000)_ _ _ _ __
STATE  ia - :Less_than 3 moge_i— 3°6 mopths_ _ iMore than 6.mo
_____________ s~ 3985 4 105y _s_ 1985 ¢_ _195L £ 1955 _:— 195h- -
Illinois 161 165 366 305 28 30
Iowa Lk 395 8oL 721 38 L7
Nebraska _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ 306 235 276 272 6 21 _
Total 3 States_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 681"~ 795 T,GLB ~ T15298° ~ T 12 _ ToL
T ofTotal _ _ _ _ _____--— T - %- T e T _SCTIZI3”-ZEC
Idaho 28 23 68 59 6 3
California _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - 203 _ _ 120 _1/115 _ 1/ 86_ === __ Iz
Total 5 States_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,112” _y6_5@9_1ym___j§;_p7_
T of Total - - - - - 3T T I SB__°Z73°__L.
Ohio 2/ 31 -— 102 --- 15 -—
Indiana 2/ L8 -—- 169 -—- 1L -
Minnesota 2 78 - 192 -— 20 —-——
Missouri 2 82 - 175 - 8 -——
Sonth Dakota 2/ 57 - 122 --- 11 ---
Kensas 2/ _ . _ _ _ __.___bo == _ _ 95 _ === ___bL__o=z.
Total 9 N _C. States_ _ _ _ _ 1ﬁ%___r:_é$1__;11__yﬂ-_::-
T ofTotal _ _ _ _ ____-_-_ BT e C__h__ -l
Texas 2/ 31 .- Lk - 6 -
Colorado 2/ 81 —-— 130 —-— 9 -—- l
Arizona 2/  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _._ 6y =m= B == L 6 __=—=-1
ToTal T4 States ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 633__ == _ ?_,Z_LJ R 171 __ = _1
g of Total  _ _ _ _ _ _ 36 p— 6 - n ——-

numbers on feed this year and last year

30 days 73, 393 30 to 60 days, 70,

L5; 120 days plus 6L, L1,

31,

in thousands, respectively:
60 to 90 days 60, 503 90 to 120 days 5k
2/Data for 1954 not availables
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TABLE 7, EXPECTED MONTH OF MARKSTING, 1955 (000)
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State : April . May . June . _ later _
T1linois 67 77 67 3Lk
Iowa , 126 163 168 779
Nebraska 100 29 oy _ _ _ _ _ _ 265 _
Total 3 States ~ ~ ~293 - - T T T 7 369 T T R 1,388°
tofTotal  TIILIIIIIIIAZIIICIIAEIIoCCR 55 2
Idaho 19 20 22 L1
California 86 67 63  _ _ _ __ 102
Total 5 States ~ ~ 7398 ~ T T T < Lsg =~~~ T 7 %) 1,531 ~ "
pofTotal T W T T T T T T TS T T -
Ohio 21 34 23 70
Indiana 33 L6 32 120
Minnesota 35 29 38 188
Missouri L8 L5 Lo 132
South Lakota . 30 30 29 101
Kansas L6 L1 8 ___3____
Total 9 NiCoStates” 506 _ _ — _ ~ ~ L — T "~ ~ 539 _ " _ T 2,032_ _ _ _
e T - | S - A
Texas 25 21 17 18
Colorado 53 52 L2 73
Arizona __ _ko 38 ___32__ ____bs
Total 1l States I . - - -2 &
4 of Total TTTI16 TTT T T 17 -~~~ 77 16 -~ EX
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(Comments continued)

The proportion of light weight cattle on feed in the five States was the same as

a year earlier, with 23 percent weighing less than 600 pounds., Cattle weigaing
600-900 pounds accounted for L6 percent of the total this year, the same as a

year earlier, while those weighing over 900 pounds were 31 percent of the total in
both years.

For the 1L States for which estimates are made this year, cattle feeders in=-
tend to market L9 percent of their cattle during the next 3 months, with 16 per=
cent in April, 17 percent in May, and 15 percent in June., The remaining 51 per=
cent is expected to be marketed after July 1. About 36 percent of the total had
been on feed less than 3 months, 60 percent had been on feed 3 to 6 months, while
only L percent were on feed more than 6 months. In these same States, steers re-
presented 62 percent of total; heifers, 19 percent; calves, 18 percent; and other
cattle, 1 percent, Cattle on feed weighing under 600 pounds comprised 23 percent
of the total number on feed, Cattle weighing 600-900 pounds were 48 percent of
the total, while those weighing over 900 pounds were 29 percents



