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CATTLE AND CALVES ON FEED, JANUARY ‘1, 1955

. The number of cattle and calves on feed in the United States on January 1, 1955
p/2s 8 percent larger than a year ago, according to the Crop Reporting Board, The
estimated number was 5,816,000 head compared with 5,394,000 head last year and the

| 104953 average of 4,893,000 head, The number on feed in the North Central States

. was up 4 percent above a year ago, In the 13 western States it was up 22 percent,

The Corn Belt total on January 1 was estimated at 4,205,000 head--the second
highest-on record, The peak number was 4,442,000 on January 1, 1953. Both the
Fastern Corn Belt and the Western Corn Belt were each 4 percent above a year earlier.
Iowa, the leading feeding State, showed a 6 percent increase, while Nebraska, the
second ranking feeding State, was up 2 percent, 1Illinois was up 5 percent, All
other North Central States showed the same or more cattle on feed than a year ago,
except North Dakota, which was down 8 percent, Shipments of stocker and feeder
cattle during December into the 9 Corn Belt States for which State inspection
records are available were 24 percent larger $han in December a year earlier. For
the July-December period, inshipments were 20 percent larger than for the corres-
ponding period a year earlier.

Outside the North Central States, the number of cattle on feed was considerably
larger than a year earlier., California and Colorado, the important feeding States
in the Yest, showed increases of 33 percent and 12 percent, respectively, All
other areas of the West showed increases ranging from 7 to 69 percent, except
"yoming where numbers were down 14 percen%, Pennsylvania and Texas were each down
2 percent, ’

Detailed estimates showing classes of cattle, their weight, expected marketings
and length of time on feed are presented in this report for 14 States having 87
percent of the January 1, 1955 number of cattle and calves on feed, In 5 of these

States-~Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Idaho and California-—similar data are available
for 1954,

In the 5 States, a larger proportion of light weight cattle were on feed than
& year earlier, with 76 percent weighing less than 90C pounds compared with 74 per-
cent last year, Cattle weighing over 900 pounds accounted for 24 percent of the
total this year compared with 26 percent a year earlier, The five States showed a
considerable increase in the number of heifers on feed, This represented 17 percent
of the total this year compared with 12 percent last year. Steers accounted for
56 percent of the total this year compared with 57 percent a year ago; calves 26
percent and 29 percent; cows and other, 1 percent and 2 percent, Shipments of
valves into feeding areas during the fall of 1954 are indicated to have been much
heavier than the previous fall, Apparently many of these calves were on pasture
and roughage feed about January 1 and have not been started on grain rations.
fractically all of the increase in the number of cattle on feed was in the number
«hat have been on feed less than 3 months, For the five States with comparable
data, 80 percent of the total were on feed less than 3 months compared with 78 per-
cent last year, For these same States, 18 percent have been on feed from 3 to 6
months, with only 2 percent on feed more than 6 months, Cattle feeders intend to
market fed cattle at a faster rate than intended a year ago, with 43 percent of the
January 1 number to be marketed by April 1,

, (Continued on page 5)
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TABLE 1: CATTLE AND CALVES ON ¥EED 1/
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btate :Average ¢ 1951 ¢ 1952 ¢ 1953 : 1954 2/: 1955 %
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Thousend head - ~ -~~~ -~~~ -~~~ "~~~ ™

Pa, 89 90 99 P 86 3 28
Ohty 129 125 130 W3 16L 16l 100
=Ndo 189 176 180 225 258 272 105
11, 511 L89 5oL 600 550 578 105
Mich. 93 86 99 109 11 11l 100
NZBCo 91 91 96 100 1ok 108 10k

BoNoCo 1,01l 967 1,009 1,177 1,191 1,236 0L
Ning, 309 300 315 33 331 33l 101
Iowa 1,018 955 1,003 1,274 1,108 1,17h 106
Mo, 309 294 279 357 321 331 103
V.Dak. 61 5k 65 72 76 70 92
SeDak. 191 180 139 227 20k .21 105
Nebr, 515 450 522 731 607 619 102
Kans, 26l 252 265 270 216 227 105
W.N.Cs 2,665 2,485 2,638 3,265 2,863 2,969 ol
N.Cente. 3,679 3,452 3,6L7 L, Lk2 L,054 L, 205 104
Okla., 62 62 55 70 70 75 107
Texas - 172 177 18€ - - 193 129 126 98
ont. 33 26 32 L5 sk 62 115
Idahe 8¢ 76 80 100 110 135 123
Yo, 21 17 2l 33 35 30 86
Solos 2L7 229 300 296 2L5 275 112
doMex. 25 16 28 32 18 29 160
Ariz, yn 87 80 80 100 169 169
Utah ué Lé 56 g1 53 57 108
Nev, B2 22 18 18 26 30 115
Wash, 25 2l 25 31 32 36 112
Orege 29 26 26 3G 32 36 113
Calif, 282 2L8 303 327 350 ub7 133
Western 1,124 1,056 1,287 1,306 1,25 1,527 122
Total

Ted 4,893 4,598 5,024 5,838 5,394 5,816 108
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1/Estimates include only cattle being fattened for market as a more or less dis-
tIhct agricultural enterprise, and excludes small operations incidental to dairy
and general farming, Cattle thus fed are presumed to produce carcasses that will
grade good or better.

In additiom there havwe been a number of cattle finished on distillery slop, f
mostly in Kentucky, and on by-product feeds in other States not shown as well as
large numbers being winter fed in W, Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky and some other
States to be marketed as grass fat in late summer,

2/Revised
2/1955 a8 a pergeal of 195Le



TABLE 2, NUMBER OF CATTLE AND CALVES ON FEED

__._.._...._....-.—..._—_—_...._._...—..——-—-——-————_..——-_—____.__.—-—

~ T TsRale. _ _:_ _ _Januery 1, 1935 _ i _ _ October I, 155k _ i _Jamuery 1, 195
[11ino1s 578,000 326,000 550,000
-~ Towa 1,174,000 : 638,000 1,108, 000
Tebraska o _ _ 619,000 _ _ _ _ _ ___ 341,000 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 607,000
3 States o _ _237i,000 _ _ _ _ _ __%L305000 _ _ ____ 2,265,000 _
Tdaho 135,000 _— 110, 000
california  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 467,000 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 433,000 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 350,000 _
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TABLE 3. INVENTORIRS, MARKETINGS AND PLACEMENTS - 3 STATES
(I1linois, Iowa and Nebraska)

October 1 -~ January 1

Percent
1954 1953 Change
Cattle and calves on Feed - October 1 1,305,900 1,341,000 97
Total Fed Cattle Marketings October 1 - Dec, 31 906, 000 892,0C0 102
Cattle and celves Placed on Feed Oct, 1 ~ Dec, 31 1,972,000 1,816,000 109
Short-Fed Cattle Marketed Oct, 1 - Dec, 31 1/ 34, 000 49,000 65
1955 1954
lattle and Calves on Feed Janusry 1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,371,000 _ 2,265,000 _ 105_ _
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: Over :+1,100-1,300: 900-1,100 : 600-900 : Under
State 1,300 Pounds_:_ _Pounds _:_ Pounds_ _:_ _Founds _ _ : _600 Pounds _
_________ 1955 + 1954 :_1G55:_1954: 1955: 1954: 1955 + _195% : 1955 : 1954
Illinois _— 6 11 17 110 1lo4 237 209 220 21k
Towa 5 2 35 55 183 165 528 LEs 423 421
Nebraska _ 6 _ 6 _ _ 25 50 111 121 _ 3i6_ _ 286 _ 181 _ 164 _
Total 3 States _ 11_ _ 1L 71 102 _kok _390_ _1,08L_ _ 950 _ _804 _ 799 _
%of Total -~ _ 1 1~ 3 T " 517 17 _ _ ks 42 34 _ 35 _
ldaho : 1 1 4 7 39 34 61 42 7 26
California 1 _3__33_ _ .28 135 _123_ _ _220_ _ 147 _ _88__ _49 _
Total 5 States _ 13_ _ _18 _ _111 _ 137 _578_ _547_ 1,352 1,149 _ _9i9_ _ 874 _
% of Total 1 Y 4 5 19 20 _ _ k5 k2 3 32 _
Chio 1/ - 2 20 99 52
Indiana 1/ - 5 43 123 103
Minnesota 1/ 3 10 50 151 120
Missouri 1/ — 3 37 119 172
South Dakote 1/ 2 é 45 . 90 71
Kansas 1/ S & S - Y-S 102 _ . ___22 _ ___
Total 9 . .
¥.C, States _ 16_ _ _ _ _ 108 650 _ _ _ 1,756 _ _ 1,374 _
% of Total _ —— _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 _ Y17 o _ ks ____ 35 _ _ _
Texas 1/ _— b 1 2 53 58
Colorado 1/ 1 14 107 115 38
Arizona 1/ o _ 1 7 B2 89
Totel 14 States 19 _ _ _ _ 187 _ o688 _ _ _ _ 2,277 T T T 1,654 _ _ _ T -
% of Total  _ - _ _ _ _ _ 3 ___lo_ _ o _hs_ _____ 33 _ _
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TABLE bs AlwbS OF CALrLn AND CALVRS ON kWD, JANUARL ., (OOQU)

_ ~ Tsteers _ _:_ _ Helfers _ _1_ _ _CalVes _ _thous_and_oblers
oo STATE :T I6Bs e I0BLT:T 985 I9llsT IBs_s_ Lol s 1955 +_ L93L
I1linois 300 275 52 55 220 21L 6 ¢
Iowa -~ 6L6 609 152 - 100 36L 388 12 1
Nebraska _ _ _ _ _ 322 358 _ 158 97 130 13L 1 1k
Total 3 States_ _ _ 1,268 _I,2L2 ~"359_ 252 _ "ML _ " 78 °_30_ _ %
Boffotal _ __ _ o L _ _ %% _ R YR s B S S
Idaho 76 62 32 20 16 19 11 0
California_ _ 313 22 _ 103 56 37 38 b
Total 5 States” _ ~ I,657 ~ I,5L6 " " LoL ~ ~ 328 7 767 _ _ 793 _ _ 55 _ _ _%
EofToval _ _ _ __ 56 ___ ST _ " 17" 2 " 2B %" " _1___2
Ohio 1 96 - 20 - 6 - 2 -
India{a 1/ 133 ——- sk - gz ——- 3 --
Minnesota 1 18L P 57 —— 86 ——— 7 -
Missouri ] 122 - 50 - 152 --- 7 --
South Dakota 1/ 105 ——— 38 -—— 60 —— 11 -
Kansas_ 1/ _— _ _ _13L _ _ =-- 55 _ _me= _ o 36 _ _ === 2 _ _ -
Total 9 NeC . STates 2,002 -~ =z ~ " &3 - T I,I@ - " Z=__ 62 _ _ -~
of Total _ __ __ 52 __==_ 87727 0_"-=I772__:=:
Texas 1 53 - 22 - L9 -—- 2 --
Colorado 1 113 — 123 -—- 33 ~—- 6 --
Arizonal/ " 80 —— 26 —— 56 -—- 7 --
Toval 1l STales _ 2,677~ =-= 7 7939 T T 271,367 " ==_ _Io2 __ -
of Total _ _ _ _ s3I T T ABT o T T T T T == %2°_ -
_]Jbata for 19'-;'-).1 not avallable, " "~~~ - - - TT-TTToTT oo

TABLE 6: LENGTH OF TIME ON FEED, JANUARY 1, (000)

- ATE" T T "iIess than 3 mos.: _ 3 = b months_ _ tMore Than 6_months
- 11955 _+_ 198L_ @ To55_ 1 _195L _ % 1955 _:_ 193L_.
I1linois L51 L12 110 110 17 28
Towa 998 887 153 177 23 Lk
Nebraska _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _L8g __ _L68_ 118 _ 127 12 _ _ _ 12
Total 3 States_ _ _ _ _ _ 1,938 ~ T1,767 1: T 1 T Bl
Zoftotal _ _ __ - ___ 8 ___ T8 __B__""Z2°__L
Idaho 97 81 3L 28 L 1
California_ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ 31 276 126 1/ 741 —— ==
Total 5 States” _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,376 _ 2,12k Bl1 s16_ _ 568
Bof Total” _ _ _ _ _ __ ___ 80 _ __ M __B_--3___"2___2.
Ohio 2/ 125 - 36 —— 3 -
Indiana 2/ 210 --- sh --- 8 ---
Minnesota 2 271 - Lo -—- 23 ---
Missouri 2 258 —— 70 - 3 —-—
South Dakota 2/ 167 - 36 _— 11 ---
Kansas_ 2/ _ _ 159 _ _ _-=- 66 D S
Total 9 N.C._States _ _ _ _ 2,128 - -2 _ T B3 == __ 102 __ _--
% af Total _ _ __ __ " _ T80 _-= ___ 17 - == _ -3
Texas 2/ 90 -— 33 ——— 3 ——-
Colorado ? 195 - 77 ——— 3 -
Arizona 2 119 -—— WB e _2__ -
Togel Il Sfates — __ _ __ 3,970 _ = L0l """ == __DLL__ -

of Total - - 7 g =720 g 3 it

—————.——————————.——_——-————_—-_-—-——-—.—_——_

}ﬁncludes nunber on feed more than 6 months, California showed following numbers on feed'fh
ydar and last year in tbousends, respeotivelys less than 30 days 47, 663 30 to 60 days 129,
105; 60 to 90 days 168, 1053 90 to 120 days 89, 603 120 days plus 37, 14, _Z/Data for 1954 not
available, -l - : .-




TABLE 7., EXPECTED MONTH OF MARKETING, 1955 (000)

State January February . March Later
Il1linois €3 €4 64 387
Jowa 129 106 117 822
Nebraska o _ ___1_ __ _____ 93 _ . _ ___ 31 _ _
Total 3 States _ 303 _ _ _ _ _ _ 275 _ _ _ _ _ __®2% _ ____1,89 _

7of Total _ _ _ 13 _ _ _ __ _ "7 12 _ _ _ _____ 11 _ - 6k _ _
idaho 30 28 23 s
celifornia 135 _ _ _ 126 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 94 _ _ _ ____12_ _
Total 5 States _ 468 429 3910 1,685 _ _
$of Total 16 1 3 _ _ ______ 57 _ _
ohio 1/ 18 18 23 105
indiana 1/ 24 38 33 177
Minnesota 1/ 30 37 30 237
Missouri 1/ 43 37 36 215
South Dakota 1/ 2 30 26 137
Fansas 1/ ___ 64 52 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3% __ _ 77 _ _
Totel § N.C. States_ 503 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ &7 __ __ __ b6 _ _ _ ___2h7 _ _
4 of Total 1T T oo 12 _ _ ____2________ 63 _ _
Texas 1/ 30 26 30 4o
Colorado 1/ 60 53 55 107
Arizona 1/ SR 2 S 38 o ____ 8B _ o ____ 72 _ _
Total 14 States_ _ _ 789 _ _ _ _ _ _ 758 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 686 __ _ _ _ _ 2852 __
% of Total 16 15 ~ 13 56

1/Data for 1954 not availabdle,

{Comments continued)

For the 14 States, cattle on feed weighing under 600 pounds comprised 33
percent of the total number of cattle on feed, Cattle weighing 600-900 pounds were
45 percent of the total, while those weighing over 900 pounds were 22 percent,
Steers represented 53 percent of total; heifers 18 percent; calves, 27 percent;
and other cattle, 2 percent, About 78 percent of the total had been on feed less
than 3 months, 20 percent had been on feed 3 to 6 months, while enly 2 percent
were on feed more than 6 months, Feeders intend to market 44 percent of their
cattle during the next 3 months with 16 percent in January, 15 percent in February,
13 percent in March, The remaining 56 percent is expected to be marketed after
April 1,

Funds have been provided for extending the quarterly cattle on feed report to
6 additional Corn Belt States —-- Ohio, Indiana, Minnesota, Misseuri, South Dakota
and Kansas -- and Texas, Colorado and Arizona, Beginning with the January 1955
‘eport, detalled estimates relating to eattle and calves on feed by classes,
weight groups, length of time on feed, and expected marketings are shown for 14
States, Similar reports relating to April 1, July 1 and October 1 are scheduled
for release during the year,




