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, Breeding intention reports on June I indicated that around 4-.6 million sows 
~~~ld be bred for fall farrow this year, a decrease of 16 percer.t from a year earlier. 
~ IS number is139 percent below the 194-3 record, 9 percent below the 1935-4-4- average 
c:nd the smalle$t since 1938. 

Since July ·1, prices of corn have increased relatively more than hog prices 
and the hog-corn price ratio continues distinct Jy unfavorable to hog producers, 
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Meat animal pr~ces, after incre~sing for several months, rose sharply 

as price control lapsed July 1. Prices of fed cattle weJ;.e pressing against 

ceilings in June. In the sucond week of July, prices of slaughter cattle o.t 

Chicago o.veraged 6 to 24 percent higher tho.n in lu.te_June, depending on grade, 
,, 

with some choice steers reaching the record top of $23.25 compared with the 

$18.00 ceiling in effect in June. Prices of top ca·t;tle moved to higher -levels 

in the third week of July. The average priee of c'll beef steers sold at 

Chicago for slaughter in tho second week of July was 15 percent higher than 

two wooks earlier. Prices of feeder and stocker steC;rs and heifers advanced 

only slightly. Spreads between prices of different grades and weit;hts of 

animals, unusually narrow in June, wic,ened considerably in July. 

Despite increased marketings of hogs, prices of hogs at Chicago ro.se 

from an average of $14.74 during the last w0ok of Jmw to $16.71 during the 

second week of July, an increase of 13 percent. The a.verage·prico of barrows 

a.nd gilts advanced from $14.85 to $17.14. The percenta.c;e of sows in total 

sa.les at 7 markets incrBnsed from 9 to 34, but the increase was nominaha.t some 

:ma.rkets sinoe marly sows in ,June apparently were sold o.t the ceiling pr~ce for 

barrows and gilts. The average price oT. sows at Chicago advanced, from $14.10 

in late June to $16,04 in the second week of July •. 
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Prices of spring lambs rose about 21 percent in the first two weeks of' 

July. Receipts of shoep and lnrnbs were smc,ll, chiefly as a result· of heavy 

. . 
marketings in lute June in u.ntici.pation of s1,1.bsidy termination July 1. 

Tho lursc of price control -on meat and of subsidies to slaughterers of 

cattle, calves, and hogs July 1 was accompanied by a greater rise in wholesale 

prices of m•)St men.ts than in prices of live anililb.ls. Subsidies to slaughterers 

had been equivalent to about 14 percent.of -&ne a.vcrago price received by 

farmers for cattle and hogs. Part of the r:i. sa in whole sale prices of beef, 

veal, and pork went to packers to comrensato for withdrawal of subsidies. 

11\lholesale prices of steer cm·casses 'lt Chicago in tho second week of July were 

quoted at prices ranging from 13 to 108 percent above the June 30 ceilings. 

Prices of major pork cuts roco 7 to 72 p•1rcent. 'Wholesale prices of lamb 

carcasses were 19 to 58 percent highor than in late Jun8. These ranges were 

wider than usual, due largely to uncertainties in the market. 

Retail prices of meat, if not controlled, are likely to reach a peak 

during the summer when prod1wtion of meat will be at the seasonal low. :Meo.t 

prices probably would decline from summ0r penks this fall and early winter as 

meat production increases sec sonally, but prices probably would rei!1ain above 

the levels reported in June. Mea.t prices would be higher by at least the 

amount of the subsidies. Prices of meat enima1s probably would remain above 

June levels~ ·although for cattle and hogs the increase would not be so great 

as in the case of retail prices of meats because of the withdrawal of packer 

subsidies. 

The principal uncertainty in the outlook for meat prices is the extent to 

which retail prices of other co:r:unodities and services will rise. If price 

control should be continued on most items important in the cost of living ex­

cept meat, the general level of consumer prices would rise only moderately. In 

that event, part of the demand for meat would be transferred to relatively~w~ 

priced foods and to othor commodities; tho price of meat at ret£iil in October· 

December, on the 
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basis of pss t relationships: 'Rould be 15 to 20 percent higher than in June. On 

the other hand, if price contro}s. are not restored and if the consumer price index 

should rise by as much a~ 20 percPnt, pa.st reletionships indicate that the <:~verage 

retail price 0f meat in October-December would be 8round 35 percent higher than in 

June. Inc:r:ea:-ses in. mea:t pric*=Js would riot be uniform. The largest relative 

increa.ses are likely to be on the better cuts .a.1id grades. 

Other: fac:t.ors tha't will affect the price· of meat in the fall and early 

winter include changes i-ll real incom·e of consumers and in the supply of meat. 

Although income is risi~, it is not likely to rise much faster than prices. The 

supply of meat per perso-n during the fourth quarter of 191~6 will be 13 to 20 

·percent larger than in the spring and summer, a1 though 3 to 10 percent smaller 

than the very larbe supply aTailable last fall wh'en slaughter was at a near 

reeor.d level 1 Army contracts were being cancelled, and little meat was procured 

for export. 

Total meat production in the first 5 months of 1946 apparently was about 

equal to that of a year earlier. Marketings of hogs and cattle declined 

material.J.y in June as producers awa:ited the outcome of legislative action on 

pr:ice control •. l3u.t marketings increased substantially in July, Production 

of meat for the year as a whole may be around 22o6 billion p0~ds (wholesale 

meat 'lasis) ·compared with 22.9 billion in 1945 and the record hi;;h. of 24.7 

billion in 1944~ 

Meat set-asides were set at zero, effective July 1., Commodity Credit • 

Corporation purchases of :neat were la~ge .tn "he first. 6 months of 1946 and 

exporta from the United States during the period were around 1 billbn pounds 

eompP.red with exports of 1. 2 billion pounds for the full year 1945. 

Meat consumption per person i.n continental Europe for 1945 is estimated 

at around 60 pereent of prewara Civilian consumption in the United Kingdom 
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o.lso wrs bolov; pre1'ro.r. Sono ioprovemont c.ppr.rontly ho.s t:::.kcn plncd in continonto.l 

Europe in 1946. Prospects for doclinjng mcr.t production in the United States o.nd 

Co.no.Q.o. in 1947 indicetto th::t neat oxports fror.t those tJountries proba.bly·vrill docii 

in tho next yon.r, .. <::lthough romc,ining. o.bove prowa.r. 1'cta.l exports of moo.t fron tho 

no.jor supplying countries of South J.rnorico., Novr Zoa.lo.nd, a.nd l.ustt- a lb. probc.bly 

ca.n be; m:d.nto.inod o. t tho 1945 lovol, or ncdorntoly nbovo prowa.r. But i:r.1.provcnont 

in Eu,ropec~n noo.t supplies will depend chiefly on recovery of livestock production 

in E.uropo, whi0h will bo. :g;rndunl, ro.rticul&.r.ly in view of the present lso.rious world 

shorb .. go of gro.ins o.nd ·h:i,gla-protc·in feeds. 

On nb..n~· wool P.::>rn:r-~1 i tens, donrmd v;ill contili';o cxcoptiono.lly strong for o..n· 

other yon.r •. l.oporcHng ·to Civilict~1 Produc-ticn Adnirfistrr .. t-i on: ostirotos, the nnxinun 

production of tho non 1s suH industry during liDz±r:: ~vill t-O· o.bout one-six.th g!r!oc.tcr 

tha.n i:r: 1939. This vdll r.toct ,~nly the nost cs~c:rtic .. l roquironcnts. Annuo.l nill 

consunption of apparel rmol v:ill b!V cJ.oso tc '~ billicn pounds for tho first ponce• 

ti:Qc ycn.r in history, unlosr:' the rnto of c·cnsunptici1 in' tho rcna.indor of tho yoo..r 

drors considoro.bly belen rr;~ont levels. Mill 'c\onsunption 0f cc.rrct vroo1 fer 1946 

Intorno. tiona.l tro.dc. in rC'W vrooJ. h~.s OXl~('.ildocl considoro.bly. o..-uring tho prcst 

yoo.r, c.nd it 110'\'! a-ppor,rs tkt SO'..I.Gon-ohd stocks in the five Southern Honisphorc 

' ..... 
countries rr o·be. bly -~·ri11~ be: nc larccr ::tnc1 nrssibly 1vill be snc.llor th'o.ri hst scnson, 

Thoro h['..s been c. 31rticonblo ineroaEEO in exports of uool to continonto.l Europoo.n 

counttios since V-E Dc,y, but tho bulk c.f Y:ocl oi:ports c .. ro ntill no.;.j_ng'to.tho United 

Stc.tes o.rid United IangC.cn. Tho BrHish ·hltvo a.r;.noul~ccd tho.t v••:ol auctio'n;\.rill begin 

in Scptonbor in the United Kincdon rtn(l in tho· S otit~ Dor.:inicns • 

.J 
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OUTLOOK 

:Prices of Meat Animals and Ments to be Well. 
Maint;In~into i94j ---

Cattle nrices continued to Rdvance in June~ re~ching the highest levels 
since 1919. independent slaughterers took a large propnrtion of the cattle 
and toward the end of June instA-nces were reported th9.t buyers were bidding for. 
top-gond cattle 11 sight unseen" at ceilings. National packers were largely out 
of the market' f()r such cattle bec!.l.use of the high prevailing prices and limit­
ations imposed by ceiling prices for beef. Prices of feeder and stocker 
cattle continued. to rise, but less rapidly than pria:-es of slaughter cattle. 

Prices. ,..,f all slaughter animals increased sh."!.rply in early July as 
price control. lapsed. Market receiut~ also increased, but federR11v inspected 
slaughter nf CA.ttle in the first two weeks of. July was still 13 
percent below the correspnnding perl.odlast year. Independent slaughterer:s cnn­
tinued tn buy aggressively. 

The lapse of price contrnl nn meat and suspensi0n of subsidies to 
slaughterers em cattle, calves, and hogs was accompanied by a greater rise 
in prices of meat than in prices of live animals. The direct subsi~y to 
.sheep and lamb prnducers n.lso wns suspended. 

Subsidies p::dd to sh.ughterers nn cattle ranged frnm $1.25 to $3.00 
per 100 pounds live v1eight when cattle cnsts were at their maximums, which 
generally WRS the case in June. This enRbled slaughterers to sell beef 2 to 
5 cents per pound less at whnlev.;sle than otherv!ise would have been ::Y1ssi ble, 
withou£. lowering market prices for cattle. Tho subsidies on cattle ·were 
equivalent to J tn 6 cents per pnund Pt.t retail. Subsidies were .sreatest for 
the better gr~des. Payments to slaughterers on calves were $'1,10 per 1()0 
pounds live weight, ~qui VRlent t0 ~.round 2 cents per p,..,und nt wholes,,le and 
2.4 cents per p'1und at retail. Payments to packers on hogs were $L 70 per 
100 pounds, the 'equ,ivalent tn ;~_r.-mnd 2.2 cents per pnund for :pork and lard 
at wholesale and 2.6 cents at retail.Subsidies pn,ic'l. to slaughterers in 
June were equivalent to nbout 14 nercent of the -o:dce received by farmers. 
for the meat' animals covered-- fpercent for cP..ivE:s, 12 percent for h>gs,· 
n.nd 16 percent for cattle. 

In Rdditinn tn the subsioie~ tn slaught,:erers, direct paYJ'Ilents to 
producers for lamb's sold for slaughter in June runnunted to $2.00 per· 100 
P"Unds for those weighing 65 t0 go pounds and $2.65 for lambs of heavier 
weights. Payments we:re !'la,de fnr other sheep sold for sh.ughter at $1.00 per 100 
P0unds. Paynents to fnrners of 50 cents per 100 pounds for the better grades 
of cattle snld fnr slaughter terminr1.ted June 30, 1946~ This subs'idy had the 
original purpose nf ·encouraging the grPt.in feeding of cattle, l'lnCl its withdrawal 
had been annriun'ced ~lre'lfiousiy R,S a grRin crmserVing neasure. 

Demand for meat is expected to c0ntinue strong through lg46 and the 
first half of·l947, with continued large incones of donestic c,..,nsumers in 
prospect. ·Prnduction nf neat :prnbably will decline in 1947 as a result of 
early narket'i~gs nf 1946 spring :pigs. a reduced fall pig crop in lg46, and a 
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crmtinuing down trend in cattle and sheep slaughter. Purchases nf neat :for 
export and by ~he aruAd forces probably will be reduc~d in tho ne:s:t 12 mr.>nths 
but this reduction is not likely to be great enoug•h fully to offset th_, .. · ' 
decline in meat output in prospect. If p~ice ceilings.on meat and livestock 
are not reimposed, ment prices are likely to reac:b, a penk dur.ing .the onvr.or 
when production is at the seasonal low. As meat production increr-1.sF-s . 
seasonally during the fall and ea:rly wiriter, pi·icew will decltne bu.t. p~obnbly 
will remain higher th..'lll ih June. Rene"'f~d ~overnment buying for (~xport, jf 
undertaken on a subst0.ntial scnle, would be.il. etrong price-supporting factor 
q.t tw.t time. Prices will tend to increase agnin in the la~e 'vrinter and. 
spring of 1947. · 

~ Output to Decline .!n, !9!!1; . . 
May ·be 10,- ~· 1:5,· Percent :Below 1944 Record 

Meat production in the calendar year 1947 may be a billion pounds small 
than :i:n 1946, ~nd about 3 billion pounds below the 1944 record output. Part 
of the decline in 1947 will result from earlier mr-trketings of 1946 spring pigs 
than of 1945 ~pring pigs, a reduced pig crop in the fall of 1946, and smaller 
marketings of cnttle and sheE:p next year. Mnnt production for lg46 is forecas 
at 22.6 billion po,mds (wholewnle drr::sc:ed meat bnsis)· compAXed with 22.9 bil.,. 
linn p0u.nds in 1945' and the record high of 24.7 billion pounds in 1944. Pro­
duction nveraged 0nly 16.2 billinn pounds in the 5 years, 1935-39, but that wa 
a period when output of hogs anC', cattle was below normal. as a result of the 
1934.and 1936 drou;hts. 

Total ~eat yroduction in the first 5 ~onthw 0f 1946 app~rently w~s nbo 
eq_unl. to a year e0.rlier, despite a narked decre~.se in federally inspected 
slaughter of ·cattle o.ri.d cc,lvr.s. Nrminspected sbnshter wr-1.s l!lucrh lar,:er th1.n 
usual. Incren.sed output of ~)ork nffset a p'"trt of the reduction in beef and v 
Lamb and ~utton :9rnducti 'ln in Jr-.nu::.17-May totaled [\tout the sal!le as in the fi 
5 nonths of 1945. !-iarketings of hoes nnd cattle declined materially in June, 
Hogs not narketed in .Jufte will be nn.rketed· lnrgely in July. The narketing 
tine for cattle held bRck in May and June is less certain, but a part o.f thes 
cattle are in· feedlots and probnbly will be no.rketod during the surlf:lor •. , The 
remainder are likely to bo nn,rketed by e".rl;,~ fn.lle · · 

Record production of ment in 1944 resulted from the largest slaughter n 
hogs this cnuntry h..'1s evGr witnessed and a near-:record slaughter "'f cattle an 
calves.· The. lart!;e hO'g slaughter in 1944 w:1.s a direct nutgrl')wth 0f the food­
for-freedom .prngram begun in 1941 when price suppnrt was IJffered to. hog prn­
ducers al;mve the market level, while ·orices of feed concentrates werP held· 
at a moderate level by the offer of tbe Department of A.~ricul ture t"l sell 
Government-owned cl)rn nt the lnan rat~1 plus carrying chftrges.. Feed nrices wer 
held moderately low. thrn1J€h 1942 by the dispnsai nf ·surplus corn r.tocks. and 
also by the sale of wheat for feE)d. In the tieantime, livestocl~·,prices rose 
sharply. 

' The pig crO!) surp'l.ssed 100 million head i.n 1942 and, in 1943, reached 
122 mill inn heRd. Predrought pi&: rrops hn,d F'.vcrn::god slight:ly less t~n 150 · e 
million head. In bnth December 1943 and January 1944, livestock markets werd 
flor'lded with hngs fron 'the r~cnrd spring crop of 1943. · Prices of hogs outs~t~ 
the 'support-price range (200-300 ~ounds) were heavily discounted. Hog markd 
ings, althl')ugh seasonally reduced .. r:tfter Janunry, continued large thrnu~h mi .. 
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July 1944. !-1eantime, prices nf feed~ liad risen sharply in 1943 and earl.'! 1944, 
, and the. hng:-:corn .Price, r0tio became distinctly less r.vnrr.lle to D. blgh l€'"~ 1 ~,f :-.,;:: 
· pr0duct'inn. tn 1944, ~he' s:Pdn; pig ern? Wr'I.S 25 per~e:ht smaller tM.:h th-·ct of' 

1943, and tne·f~ll pig crop was f)ne-thi:r.d less thal}- the fall pig crop nf 1943. 
Consequently, • marketings of hogs in the '1944-1+5 marketing year (October.:.Se:pte1!1~) 
vrere v·3ry nuo~. lower than in the preoed~ng nl'\rkotir..g year. Hog prices 1vrere 
~~~intained at.oeili~g pric~ levels dur~~ pructically all. of that perind. 

. ' . 

The total pig cro-p in 1945 was apprnxinately the Sl"l.J."'!le as the tl'ltal pig, 
cr011 in 1944 •. Distribution of hogs ftlr slaughter was ~rmewhc".t different, how­
ever. The spring !Jig crop in 1945 had.. shnwp. a r€;lduction nf 7 percent fron t:b..at 
l')f a year earlier, where!J.'S' the fall pig crop had shnwn an offsetting incre11.se of 
12 percent (the fall. pig crop nnrnally is rmly :-tbnut three-fifths as large as 
the E~p.J:'ing crop). Bec<1.use r,fthe· rPlatively high prices prevailing fnr hnr?;s in 
the fall of· 1945 and the (3xpecto.tl.0n that hog prices nightgn t·o higher lAvels·, 
there was a tendency ar.1nnt; producers t11 hold. bad:: on nR.rketir.g l')f h0;;s Rncl to 
feed b'1gs to heavier weights. H"g narketihgs were relatively low in Octooer-

• Docenber 1945, but ·oeginning in Jan'I.Utry 1946 hoes fron the 1')45 s:prin-:: ~oig cr0}.) 
cane to narket in relP..tivel.v 'large v0l:Une. Marketings in April R.nd KJ.y 1946 
fron. the 1945 fall pig crl')p \'rere large :r,-e1ati ve to the pig crop nnrl the nu.1:1ber 
of hogs ·OVer 6 ·nnnths of r-~.ge on .fP:rns June 1; .1946, estin::~.ted R.t 23 nillir;n, 
waw 10 percent less. t!k~ a year earlier. · · 

Table 1..:. Hogs: Numb'c-r on fn.rms JanURry 1, and number over 6 mrmths '>n farms 
June 1, United Stat8s, 1940-46 

Year: 

l94o ...•...... : 
1941 ..•....... : 
1942 •..••...•• : 
1943 .......... : 
1944 ••..•.•... : 
1945 ••...•..•. : . 
1946 !/ .:• ...... : 

• 
l/ Preli~i~Rry •• 

Under 
6 months 
Th0US8Ild 

30,017 
26,285 
30.-$72 
38~316 
42~319 
27,469 
30,565 

-

on f::'.rns, Janu..:".r;r 1 Ju."1.e 1 
Over • Over· • T0tn.l 6 mnnths · • i" . . o n0nths 

Thnusand Tl:nusn.nd Th'1US3.nc'! .. 

31,098 61,115 '-~7. 740 
27.971 s4,256 25,143 
29,405 60,377 28,841 
35,420 73,736 36-,257 
41,533 83,852 34,500 
32,296 59.759 25.566 
31,779 62,344 22,959 

- -

_,. 

· In m0st yeRrs a reductin~ fri')D the preceding year in the number nf. hogs 
¢>VE!r .. 6 nont.hs on ~o l ls reflected in a decrease in hog n"i.rketings ,~uring. 
the 4 nonths June-Septenl::er. Hn\'lev~r, :n viei·r of the sr:Jall slaughter in these 
nonths in 1945 relRtive to the Juhe 1, 1945 nunbJr on fnr.1s nnd an in1ic~ted 
brge reduction in 1946 fall sows, (';1aut;hter c1urini~ the 4 nonths perind this 
Y~n.r nay not b8 nuch different fron a year er.trl i.er. June slaughter wr:ts un­
usually snall; conseq_uehtly slau.~hter during July-Septenber· 1_946 nny exceed 
that "of a year earlier. . · 

·,.J:$46:'S;ering Pip.: .Qro;e .2f 1)2 Millirm Savecl; '· 
· ·Reduced Fall Pig Cro_p in Prospect '·:l · ~· 

r ~: , 

The 1946 s:prine- ~ig crnp, .estim.ted. at 52.3 oillinn hend W'\S 1.5 :per­
cent greater than the sprint: ~)ig crn:9 of 1g45. The r.unber of s~'"r~s th'l. t f:1.rr0'1.1red 
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in the 1946·spring season·was 8,087,000, a .decrease of 1 pe:rcent from 1945'! ·But 
a record.number of pigs was saved per 1itte1·, 6.47 compared with 6,30 in 1945 
and a 10-year &.Yerage of 6.15. In the Vlest North Central States, there was a 
decrease of 1 percent from last year in the size of the spring pir, crop. 1'he 
numbE;Jr of pigs saved in the Nol:"th Atla~tic States was unchanged from a year earlier 
while increases were recorded in the VI estern States ( 1 percent), the South Central 
States ( 2 percent) 1 and the East North Central and S0uth Atlan ti,c .States ( 6 percent 

It is likely that hogs from the 1946 spring pig crop will be marketed some­
what earlier than hogs from the 1945 spring pig crop which v.;ere marketed quite late1 

o:r:,his will result in part from drastic lowering of the hoc-corn price ratio by thrJ i 
May 13 increases in ceiling prices for feeds, and by the rel~tively t:;reater rise inj 
_com prices than in hog prices nft~r ,June 30. Corn pricc·s .arA likely to continue 
high in relation to J:log prioes until October or Npvembcr. Also, the 19 46 spring pi 
crop was farrowed earlier than the 1945 spring cr:op. Slaughter ,of hogs probably v: 
be larger in October-Decemb'9r 1946 than in October-Der-~mber 19 45# but the average 
vreight of hogs slaughtered is likely to be lower. Mnrketings -of hogs in January­
March 1947 (also from the 1946 spring pig crop) probabl~{ will be -smaller than in 
the corresponding period of l94fi. Moreover,-.with a considerable reduction in the 
fall pig crop of 1911-6 in prospect, totA-l hog mo.rketings from April through Septem­
ber 1947 will be smaller tho.n in the same period this year. 

An annlysis_of fa~m!=l!"S intentions to breed sows for fali fnrr~wing;s ·reporte 
about June 1, indicated thr..t r.pproximatel:;r 4.6 million sows would be bred f'or farro 
in the fall senson (June 1-Novem.ber 30), a decrease of 870,000 snws or 16 percent 
from a year eo.rlier. This number· is 39 percent b8lovr the 1943 record number, 9 
percent below the 1935-44 average, and is the :smallest since 1938. Compn.red with 
la·st year, prospective numbers of sows to farrow are down in all except one region 
and· in nearly all States, with the lare:est relative decHnes in the V\fest North Cen 
tral and Western States.· By regions, the prospective decrenses are West North c,m~ 
tral 24. percent; lffestem, 22 percent; EFJst No1•th Centrnl, 14 percent; North Atlant} 
and South Central, 11 r;>ercent. Prospective fo.rrowings for the South Atlantic Stllt 
are up_3 percent. 

Breeding for fail pigs ends in July, but changes i.n the size of the fall pi 
crop co.n still be effected by chcmging the rP,te of marketinr;t~ of bred sows; that i 
sows, bred for fall fe,r-f.owing nay or may not be marketed for slaughter, depending 0 

the'fe:rmi'Jr''s evaluation of the reln.tive p1•ofitability of hog rnising. In early 
July, prices of corn rose relatively more thnn hog rrices. The hor;-corn ratio 
becaJ'1E3 ;I.e~s. favorable to hog producers, frJ.li.ng to between 8 o.nd 9 compared wi ~h ll 

long~time averag~ for the months of around 11.7~ In June the ratio for the Unlted 
States was_lO.l. · 

Cattle Slaughter to be Larf.e 
This Summer and Fall 

\ 
\ 

Cattle numbers have. decl:ined"'moderateiy from thil pGak 0 f.: ~2 million. ~end 
on Jnnuary 1, 1944. Total ·slnughter of co.ttlt: and ·calves _was at···a rec~rd,h:tg;h 
of 34.9 mill ion head in 19 45. SJ.aurhtor in 19 46 is ex~"~ected to ··be ·modE;;~ately 

C> f:' ' 1 
lov:er tho.n in 19 45 as a recul t o:f.' the 1·educed numbers of cnttle. rnd cfll ves avrn -
able, but slAughter will still bo at ·f.t neo.r-record. le.vel. A gre .. ut diversion of 
crttle slaughter fror" federAlly inspected to nonfedernlly inspected plcmts took 
plRce during the first 6 months this ~e~r. Estimates indicnta thnt totnl 
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Tn.ble 2.-Sows fa,t;_rowed, :pigs saved, ~md :pigs s~ved per litter, spring ~nd fall pig 
crops, Jnited States nnd by regions, average 1935-44, 1945-46 

Year 
and region 

East North t 
central: ; : 
Av. 1935-44= 
1945 
1946 

West North : 
Central: : 
Av. 1935~4: 
1945 : 
1946 

: 
No. Atlantic:: 

Av, 1935.:.44: 
1945 : 
.1946 

t 
So. Atlnntics: 

Av. 1935~4: 
'1945 : 
1946 

• 
Snuth Central; 

.A.v. 1935-44: 
1945 : 
1946 

Wewtern: • 
Av, 1935-44; 
1945 : 
1946 

• 

. 
2 11 110 
2,137 
2,237 

3.777 
4.16Ch 
3.932 

144 
124 
120 

599 
530 
55S 

6.26 
6.49 
6.75 

13,lJG1 27.6 
14,236 27., 
15,019 2S.7 

23,363 46.9 
26,o6s 50.5 
25,695 49.1 

• • 
: 

: 

90S 
304 
'607 

1. 3 .: 
1. 6 ~ : 

:h486 
3,125 
3,304 

1.5 

7.0 

" . .. 
• 
• • 

6.1 ; : 
6.3 

1,633 
1,955 
1,419 

137 
127 
113 

528 
493 
510 

1.oo6 
930 

6,601 13.2 
5,802 11.2 
5.947 11.4 : 373 

6.12 : 2.021 
6.22 . : 1,535 
6.37 1,552 

·4.1 . 
·3.0 
3.0 

• • 

6. 59 
6.6i 
6. 59 

6.00 
6.14 
6.oo 

5·99 
6.16 
5·99 

6.27 
6.41 
6.27 

lo,~5lf 
1~,495 
9,850 

10,232 31.9 
1?)141 . 31).4 
9. 2lJ.o . 31.? 

S99 
S44 
740 

3,174 
3,027 
3,060 

6,o4s 
6,039 
5,220 

1,661 
1;298 

990 

2.8 
2.4 
2.5 

~ni ted States; : 
.. ·Av. 1935-44: 8-,102 6.15' 4g,S4o 100.0 1),114 6.29 32,21S ·100.0 

1945 8,1~7 6.30 51,570 100.0 5.503 6.38 35;144 100.0 
1946 8,087 6.47 52, )24 100.0 4,633 6.29 29,:100 100;0 
~· I : .. --- ---~ J.91.J.b figures are estim~tes. b[-l.sed on fn.rmersi broedi;.g intenti'ln repnrts. 
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Table 3.- Sows fq,rrowed, pigs per litter, ,.,_nd r.ir~s saved, United Stntes, 1924-46 

-- ---;-=- S~ws f!il.nowed ___ : . _Fill..Jl:er 1itt~r :_.:==-_:Pigs sav~d -
Year : Spring : Fall : Spring : Fan : Spring : Fall : ~~ 

~ (Dec. 1- ; (June 1- : (Dec. 1- : (June 1- ! (Dec. 1- : (June 1- : (Dec. 1~ 
____ ;_· _. June 1) : De£_;_ill __ Q\pl~.Jl_: Dec. J..L!_ Junf'l 1-..L!_ Dec. lL__Dec. J.l.~ 

i Thous.: Thous. ~umber Number : Thous. Thou§.. Thous,'l 
~. 

'1924 9' 799 .. 4,344 5.12 5.49 50.218 23,847 74,065 
1925 : 8·,334 :=~.939 5.74 5.70 ., 478!::·1 22,451 70,310 ' .I/ 

1926 · 9 ,ol+s '4 ,330 5-59 5.74 50,579 24,865 75,444 
1927 9,754 4,609 5-59 5.80 54,502 26~744 81 ,246· 
1928. 9,301 ... 4,429 5.63 5.94 ~2 390··· ,26'232 73,682 .I ' .. ' 

1929 8,854 ,4,264 . 5-70 6.01 50,479 25,646 76,125 
1930 8_,278 4,073 5.96 6.0] 49,332 24,803 74 ,13) 
1931 -·~ ;~69 4,797 6.02 6 .. 09 53,984 29,192 83,176 
1932 8,810 5,179 5-79 6.08 :11,031 31-,494 82,525 
1933 9tl22 5,207 5.86 5.90 53,460 30~740 84,200 
1934. 6,825 2,936 5cS2 5.81 39,698 17,068 56,766 
1935 5,467 3,857 6.01 6.03 32,884 23.;260 56' 144 
1939 .. 6 ,954 3,957 5.96 6.14 4i,422 24,303 65 '725 
1937 6,177 3,845 6.23 6.24 38.525 23~994 62 ;:.19 
1938 6,795 4,517 6.36 6 .. 32 43,289 28-:.-566, 71,855 
1939 8,692 5.352 6.12 6"30 53,238 33.,714 ' 86.952 
1940 8,243 4,760 6.01 6.36 49,567 30:t273 79,840 
194+ 7.736 5,518 6.36 6.43 49,234 35_,493 S4, 7~7 
lq42 9,650 6,814 6. ·n 6.41 60,902 43,657 104,559 
1943 12,136 7,576 6.io 6.29 74,034 47)672 121 I 706 
1044 . 9' 187 4 C)2S 6.03 6.34 55,428 31) 24.0 86 ,66S 

./ . ) -
1945 8,187 5,503 6.30 6.38 51,570 35,144 36 '714 
1946 g ,087 1}4,633 £.47 ?) 6. 29 52,324 ?)29.,100 1}?./81,424 

. ' 
1} Fnll f3~rO\<Tinc:,s._indic.'ltc'd :ro::::breed.ing intentions reports. ~ ---
?) Ten-year (1S•35-44) aver<..F;e pi.;s per Jitter used to comput~ number of pigs 

1 ' . -saved f~l1 1946. . . ' . ' ' 

Table 4.-
: 

United Stc;tes, Sows farrowed,:bY months, spring ~eason 

------ --~ -- --- -- -- -- ___;.._ __;_.:...- -
Year : Dec. 1} ; Jc.n. : .· Feb;, ~ Mctr. : Apr. : · 'May ; ·:· · Total 

-----·---'-- :. .. . . . . . ---
1944 . 403 • • • • • .. • • f 

1945 ••••• " .... y 291 
1949 .. ' 233 •••••••• 6 

. 
' 1935-44 Av .•• : 3-9 

1944 ......... 4.4 
1945 . 3.6 . . . . . . . . . 
1946 . 3.5 . . .. . . . ., .. ' 

-- ~~-:-11;ad--.- -- --- · 

453 879 2,463 3,268 1,721. 9,187 
354 679 2,005 2,989 1,869. 8,1$7 

.333 693 2,143 2,975 1~655: 8,0~7 

Percent of total sprin~ ~ farrowed 
5-3 10.1 25.g 34.6 26.3 100.0 

4.9 
4.3 
4.2 

9.6 26.3 
8.3 24.5 
0 .. 6 26"5 

35.6 
36.5 
36.3 

18.7 
22.8 
20.4 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

: ----1/ December of preced.ing year.-------------
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sla,lp;hter in non-i'isp"l~tr~d ple~ts in 4r-ril vrus hrrer thr>n ~leug:h+.er in in~pected 
plants. This a.12pea.rs ~o: hrve bPen thP. first time th~>.1 Auch an un·.,_rmal phc-mrrrr. .'10'1. 

h!ls occu:rred. 1-JC"'rm,.,lly f~d~~al ly ~nspected· sl11ug-'1ter •"'f c'l~.tle, t>Y.Cl\ldirq; c-o.lvAs, 
ht\S been er.tima.ted .... o n.cc0unt f0r 65 to 70 percen-t of' totrl sh1ugh+<:'r includin~ 
slaughter on i'~rms.' . . . . . • . . . . ... 

• "' • ir ..... • "' • • • • I ' • • ' • - .., ' 

' Ma.rketint:,s of grass c~>.ttle., w!lich no:t'r..!llly, C'PC~J.r in ~ollmte in th0 second 
half yoAr, raa.ching a peak in OctobEr, arE.' like~y- ~o. pe qu;\.t~. J r.rt·e. this yenr. 
RElnge o.nd pasturn cnndi tiC"ns arA rP.porter'l t0 be {""lne,.:.lJ 1:;· f~t"o-;,·r-hle, exc<'pt in 
the Southw~st, w:rer'"' extrr->me dr0ur;ht con'ii ti.ons prcvn.iJ. Thc::r~, has bN'n a. ~nn­
sidernble l!lOVtment of' rnnce cnttle ou't' of' the Soutl:tv."Jflt t but ::nost c f' thPFe 
cattle ha.v<.. p;onr:: tn p11stures in Ka.-;.1saa, OJ.rln.homfl, and N:::bra::;kn, wh(.rA the-y 
proha.hly will rnmai.n until Ne.dy for rnn.rkt=•t :i.n +1).~ l"i+.e ~Ulm'1.(.1r. Yli th l'lr[SA c~tt1e 
marketings in ·184f 1 there prob8.bly v·ill be a furthor .,.ednct.:..:m in th~ number ,)f' 
cattle and calv,H~ _,n fe.rms January 1, 19 4? 1 o.nd cattle sle.uL~:bter probt'.bly 17:i 11 
shovr a. further mr.-derat<> r~duction in 1947. 

Receipts uf cattle nt 12 principal mark~ts fer the month.. of June showed 
s. reduction oi' ~round 30 percE""lt fr0m marketing~ ill th.<:. cor:r(:,spcnrlin~ pr;riorl of 
1945, T:bi.s lag in movemAnt of cattle to r..nrl--et rerul tr;d tT~"T'l. the tmcPrtainty of 
prodncors in re;;nrd tJ possible removal oi' ~rico CL il1.nt;'~ or. o·1ttle. T:1.e bulle of 
cattle vr:i.. thheld from ma.rket undoubtt;dly will eonfl to .nA.rl_<:et 0u:!"i.nb thP SllJT'JTlAr ~r 
early fall. RecPipts at principal !;.nrketn wer':l U'1':J-CU£t~.ly lA.rgt: in ea-rly July, 
fell owing the 1apse of price contr,.,f. · 

t.amb Slaughte:t" Trendinr~ Du,.,-nwnrd . 
The number 01~ sheep 9.nd lombs on ff·rms: 0;9 .1~9~:i.t}'~9 .~J:tarply i"l the pnst 

4 years. This declin3 appc.rontl~· hr.s resul te~. ~}~~-;ny f~·~I!l. vrartine di.ffi culty 
in recrni ting and maintai"lin~; sk:i.ll(,ci sreop l~l?c;t:. !1'?-. i~n~~ and -ran<>hes. Shrwp and 
1!:\Jrl.b slt>.ughter reach.ed its pJak in 19'1:3 n.nd h~s 'been df'cl5nirg since. 

Slaught~r of sheep and laMbs under l.<'eder':\1 insp•"ction in Febru'\ry-April 
greA.tly exceeded th1\t of a yenr earlier, reflecting S<:J"S.Jl"xlly hir,h rnt'-?S cf sub­
sidy pn:"'Den-ts to fa:rT.i.e-rs s.t thnt timE" ttl"d n c<'nt~nur>tit;n nf' the trend. twwa.r.d 
l!:.rg~" evre slaughter. Insp~ctt:d slaug1.ter nf ::>beEp "nd lnnbs il'l 1tn;r wns 25 per­
CC'nt below 1945 and continued nt !'. lew lsvEJl in Ju•1c-. H·w;ev,:r, June s:be0r nr.d 
lo.I!'b slo.ur.;hter wn.:=: nC't reJ.tlc~~- 1.1.1'1 J!l.nch a.s thn.t "'or otlwr li•;-,..·stvck, :-eflecting 
the pr·)sre·ctive loss ot' sul:-sidiGR to prodt'ce:-s :ti'h'r the en•:l c:: the :nonth. (The 
terminati.::m dnte for thl' subsidie-s had no~ been rtnnc>u::'.ced .P~i.o:r: .to .Jum: 30, o.nri 
nn lP-gislation hns y€t bec-m pnssod t(' nuth0ri1e pa.~ents r.fter <Tun'" 30, 194G). 

La.'r.l.b sle.uchtor ls likl~ly to continue lc ss th:r.,n last yuA,... dm·inf: the re_. 
tna.ining months of 1946 becnusr ~1f' the Rmn] le"~" ln.mb cr:"p thiG yf'lar. ThE" unrly 
sprine; lnrab cr0p vras estirrtf't.ec tc b"" l::Z: p.:>rc~mt leGs thn.n a. year. 3f'.rl1.~r. The 
lnte b.mb orJp also v·ill shovr a declin0. 'l'h,) doc-line in nlm.1e:ht.er is exne<:>.tE"d to 
00ntint\e into 19•7 a.nd wi 11 be pnrti<~ulorly ncutE' ~·ext yurr if ri.sing pricc11 f''lvor 
~f'ten~i9n. nf r>we 1 A.T•tbs and ewes .t'cr reAtorinp: breectinr, herds to hi,she.r levels. 
heep a.n~ lnr.tb sla.ll;;htcr nc>rmnlly anconntR for a.bont 5 pe1·cpnt t'lf i.0t1.1.l rr..oa.t prc>-

duction. · 



July 1946 

Table 5 .- Supply and disposition of :rieats, 1,rholesale' d:ttessed-meflt bA.sisi 1937-46 

·Item 
__.__ 
:·SUPPLY 

Production 
Beef •........•.•.....•..•.....• · · ~ 7 t 198 

1,020 
885 

8,831 8,523 9,135 10,157 9,600 
1,139 1~160 1,596 1~635 1,500 
1~ 045 ' 1,104 1, 023 1, 053 900 

Veal •.. ~ .. ~ ...................... • : 
Lamb and mutt on •••.......••••••• e : 

Por1·: • o • o •••••• ~ • oiil •••••••••••••••• : 8, 539 
':rota1 production :I[.b42 

1ot723 ld,349 ~6 lo,o46 ~6oo 
21,738 2 ,136 21+:bfo 22,891 _£S_6oo -

6 
. ') 

227. 238 
Imports 

:Beef a11d. i.Tenl .., .................... : 223 
Lamb P.ncl mutt. on •.•.......•.•....• : 1 1 
Porlc •.••.... . · ..•.......... eo •••••• :- .40 · 1 __ ,_7 __ _ 

Totn1 imports : ·. 263 -~9 24ti 6 .. ---. Stocks, .Jnnu:::.ry 1 

_ ___:2 
2 ---

2 ---
Beef o..nd veal •......... , •.••.••• a: 99 137 148 253 113 3~4 
LPmb o..nd nru.tton •......•..•..••• o.: .6 8 22 44 25 21 
Pork·· •••••••••••••. " ............... : ~----5~_4 ___ -51+3 -~5 ...... 55 ___ 91±.8 .____2!1-' 352 

Totc·.l 'beginning stocks : ~9 ~8 ___ 71_5 1;245 ~ · __ 697 
'~otnl supply· : . 

Beef and veal •.•..•.•..•••.•.•••• : 8~540 10,334 10i069 10,990 11,905 
Lamb il.nd mutton •.•••...•••••••••• : 891 1,054 1,127 1,067 1,078 
Pork .............................. ;_9,103 11,267 13,911 13,864 10,565 

Total supply ~~ 22.655 25,107 259921 2~ 
DISPOSITION 

Stockn, December 31 
Beef and veal.~ •.••.•••.••• ." ••••• : 88 
Lamb ~nd BUtton ••..•.•.•.••.••••• ·: 5 
Pork ... · ............ ~ .....•.....•• : 4ga 

TotHl endin<; stocks :_592 

148 
22 

555 
725 

ll4 1, Q28 
liTonci vilir:.n ·d·isappeRrnnce gj 

Beef I'Uld '"eo.l ..................... : 
Lamb "'nd mutton ••..••.• -•.• .- •••.•• : 6 84 

2" 
113 324 

25 . ·- 21· 
~48 

1,245 ~t 55 
352 
697 

2,354 2,506 2,463 
259 177 ''129 

--. 

Pork ..........•••. ., , o • ft •• (' •• ~ C' ••• ~ o : _ _.:2=-7~3 _bill 3,583 3~ 328 2, 402 .. 

41994 Total no~1.ci'rilian disappoarance: __ 3,L.9.__3 3,b85 611~6 61081 
Civilian dis~ppearenc~ 

Beef and veo.l •• , .•.•••.•••••••••• : 8,338 9,158 7i462 8,371 9,118 
Lamb m~cl !":uttm1. •...•..........••• : 830 948 824 G65 928 
Pork ........................... o.: S, 3?.1 8,139 ~0 9~949 7, 811 

'rotnl civilhm disRp:pearA.nce :17.549 18,245 lf;bb6 19,185 17,357 
.:Pound.s Pou:nds Pound_§. Pounds Pounds 

CiviliHn clisc:.;ppoarl:'.nce, per person . .r:, _ 
Beof ar1d voA.l •••..•.•..•....•••...• : 63.4 69.2 57.5 64.7 70.3, 
L?.mb·nnd r::c1ttrm •.....•..•••••.••. ~ 6.7 7.2 6.4 6.7 7.2 

· 2,·roo 

~ ----~~ 

Pbrk •• ~ ..•••••• ··•········_········: 63.U 61.5 ~2.4 ?J~Q 6·0.2 ___. 
· Totgl men.t,/)er pors<m . :l::S3· _ ____ll7·9 136.3 I4iDf 137·L- -.---

1./ Prolinin~'.ry. 2 ·Expnrts, shipnc~1.ts, .<mel not milito..ry procurement,. Milit11ry 
included wHh ci vili.on prior to 1941. De.ta for imports et2ld oxpr:>rt s frnl:l nfficir.l .. 
records of tho Dopartnent of Cor.u:-~orco, converted to e. dressed noPt basi's, rnd. recor-. 
-;f the Depn.rtmont of Agriculture. D;.ta on stocks from PliA. Reported stocks in 
c0nmercio..l wo..rohouses and nort pn.cking plr,nt s plus CCC stocks hold in non--repnrted , 
~;osi tions. Militr.ry data lmsod 11pon purchase reports fron the nrned forces, Veteran. 
AdministrC'..tion, 'tlnr Shipping Adninistri'.ti0n, Milit1:1.ry ~ost Exchnngos, Navy Contro.ct 
Schools, and Public Heplth Service Ht'.rine HospitE'.ls converted to a dressed neP.t 
bPsis by PMA. D,''ta for 1944-45 includes Pn estine.to for L10I'.t purchased by snall 
1:1.ilitary establishnents prosuDc'1.bly not included :Ln the reported totals. Excludes 
purchases of neat in other countrieso 
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!ea.t.:.,_nimal Subeidx_ !Jtment~ ~ 

~ .. 

· · The Depart~ent ot .A.gricult.u~e a.nnoun~ed. June 30. that all· p~yments to pro .. 
ducers of r.heep and lames marketed for slaughter wm1ld terminate on t~t date,un~ 
less subsequent con~ressiona.l action restored the subsidy. The subsidy >ms in­
augurated in .A:agu~t 19!.1-5, primarllH ·to equ.al:b~ ·:rt:re·,il,ns from she.;;p with other 
crop and livestock en.terpri.ses. Pa.;,nnents under the dire~t subsidy through 
May 1946 totaled 36.6 million dollaro. 

Su'bsidies to. slaughterers of cattle, cal~<-St A.ncl hogs were suspended July 
1, The 50-cent subsidy on sales of better~~rade c~ttle for slaugh~er was ter­
minA.ted, in line with previou~ o.nno.uncmnents. . ' 

· Slaughter Q.uo·ta Order and Certi.i'i:q~t.,~i.Oll ~ !£.:r.:m;tne ted 

The control :JSrogram for federally inspected slaughter (Wlro 75-7) ...rns ter ... 
minated July 1. Most federally iuspe~ted plant3 in recent months wP-re killing . 
far under their quotas. Oertifiod sl~ughter~rs .were not included under the ~ro~ 
gram. OPA Control Order 2, setting qu,ntl'ls for nonfederally inspected s11'1ught­
erers, continues in operation under authority of the second War Powers.Act, 
but q_uotas were suspE!Ilded for July. 

War Food o'rder 139, p< rmitti:n.g nonfederally inspected fllatlghterers to 
move meat· over State lines, wns t~-o:t.'min . ..,.ted Ju.he -30, 1946. Around 225 Q1aughtel."w 
ers had b~en certified under. the order, whic~1 be.cal:le effective July 16, 1945. 
Certified.. slaughte~ers were ~xempt9d frn!JI Flau.ghter q_u0tas providing ( 1) they 
set a(side.meat for.eovPrn.men:t; ~mrchasq. (2) their. pln.nts met .sanitary standards 
and 3) they Mmpi],od with meat :orice and other government regulations •. 

~.~·asides Reduced.to Zero 

Effective July 1 set.:.asidc :9erc9nta,ges for meat-and 1a.rd ;.1eee reduced to 
· zero, but 'the set-aPidP- orders, authorized under the Second War Powers !ct, do 
· not go out of opPration. Ho~ev 3r, wit~ the lifting of· price control it \V'as nec­

essary to work out a suitnllG mo~t prioine formula and procurement plan under . 
w-hich meat could be purchased ,mder o. freP. mn.rktbt. Prior to July 1, the G-ovcrn­
mf)nt purchased set-aside me::r.t C:t · th(> old ceilings.. The orders in effec1t are: 
WFO 75-2 (beeft 1 WFO 75 ... 3 C)ork nnd lard), WJ/0 75-J+ (veal), and \~FO 75•9 
(canned meat), Men.t packers wers nubject to nll unfulfilled.set-aside and 
delivery provisions under tho orders })ri'1~·. to June 3), 1946. Set-aside require­
ments on mutton '\';ere tcrmina~ed JunP. 2. The canned-meat "set ·a:SJ:ae became ef--

tfective June 6 to aid in the purch:tse of m.e . .;.t fnr oversen.s shipment, princip2.11y 
or l.J1iRRA. distlibution. · · 

.Q.Q.Q_ieat Purchases La,rge in Mnrch...Mn.y; ~ 
~~orts 1 :Billion Pound::; b. First H:1lf Ye:'.r - ------· 

i C9mmodity Credit Co-r-nor"Lthn nur~ha.ses 0f J!1oatn wore materially incre;;wed n M · ·.!:' ~ 
CCC arch-May over those of the prsceding 3 nonths. Cnntrncto let fnr me:1t by the 
t in March..May tntaled around 375 mi.llion pounds, di•essed meat bnsis, equivalent 
0 around l~ percent of federally insp~cted me~t proru1ction during these m0nths 
~d to the largest percenta~o nf fodera1ly inspected production since enrly 1945. 
1l.tl.~ver, so lon~ as SPt•n.sides are S1lspended 1 little meat will be purchased 

as purchases nre ~Rdc from th> 0pen markt by competativc bids. 
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Table 6.- Contracts for J!Urchas~s of .meat by Commo9,ity Credit Corporation, 1941-

~:Be-er· and .. ~~ 
~,~. 

. .. . . ' 

Year :Pprk fr.ozen~veal, fro-:La.mb and: . ·~al. ;C.ann~d 

·:and cured. :zen and : mutton :froz;en a.ncr: neat~ : ' meat 
' . 11.. ' CUl'ed : frozen L cured. _: __ -~asis • .• M'ii·. lb. : Mil •. lb. !!_il. lb •. Mf(. lb.- Mil.lb. Mil. lb, 

-~ < 

'. ' .. 
~941 
;Mar.-Dec.: 244.7 0.8 El 245.5 233·5 595.8 5.3 

Oal. yE,)ar 
1942' 578.1 14.7 39.2 632.0 1,046.0 2, 201·.o 14.2 
1943 919 ·5 46.4 120.4 1,086.3- 920.1 2,466.4 . 14.7 
19~4 905-9 42.6 54.4 1,0.02.9 516.4 1, 777·5 9·9 . ... . . 

·1945 .. . ....... 
Jan. . 90.7 0.5 1~5 92.7 48.8 165.9 10.8 . . 
Feb •. 52.0 .2 .• 8 53.0 20.3 83.4 7.0 
Mar. 41.4 ·.1 .4 _41.9 . 18.1 69.0 5.4 
Apr. 20.6 ?J 20.7 . 24.2 57.0 5-2 
May 8.3 8.3 28.0 50.3 . 4.2 
June 8.5 8.5 .4 9.1 : • 7 
July .. y - ?} .2 .3 .. y l .. : y 4~6 ?J' Aug. • ... . . 
Sept. .4 - .4 70.3 6.1 
Oct. 2.4 21.6 1.9 . 25.9 57-2 111.7 iL3 

Nov. 4.5 74.3. r 84.4 ·.6 85.3 5·7 5.o 
Dec. - 6.9 73.8 3.5 84.2 84.2 5·7 

Total JJ 235.5 171.0 13.8 420.2 244.4 786.8 5·1 

1946 96.0 7·0 Jan. . 4.2 27-5 2.1 33.8 41.5 . : 5·6 _Feb. 28~1 '34.1 _L2 63.4 8.3 76.6 
Mar. · : 40.2 29·7 2'.2 72.1 61.6' 164.5 14.3 
Apr. 4o.9 18.6 ·_: .9' 60.4 31.6 '; 107~8· 10.0 

May : 76.1. 16.o 1.6 . 93· 7 70. ~ . '199·2' 18.6 

June ":!/: 27-.2 9 ·9 ·9 33.0 52·5 . ' 116~8 17.2 

Jan.-June 
Total liJ 216~7 .. 3~ 8. 8.9 361.4 266.3 760 •9 .. n.3 

.J. ./0 

~ __....,__,_.-

~ Includes fresh pork beginning March 17, 1945 
~ Less than 100,000 pour~ds. 

rounding of figures. ~ Months do not equal total for year due to 
1W Preliminary. 

I 

( 
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Expor·ts of mei:. t fror.: tt.o Unit:'<:)d Stutes, incl udin~ ·shipm.mts to territories, 
apparently totnlod around 1 hilli0'1 p'0u~ds, dres~ed "'ltmt basis, in the first six 
months of tho yen.r, in0luclin;:; A:nny stock3 of rr;oa. t tr·.l.rtsferrcd tc U}Jffi.A reported 
at uronnd 225 million l;ou::\ds • E:xp·;rts of mor.t :i.n th-.; cc.lond.a.r y0~.r 1~45 were re­
p-orted to f.lfl'n ~ocn 1.2 billion pour~ds • Comr.:odity Crodit Corpnro.+;ion stocks of 
p.en.J~ are now reln.tivcly smn.ll. 

Meo.t Stncks n.t Record Low ----- -- ...... - ........__ 

Cold s·;;oro.go holdings of ll'.e~,ts r.nd edible off.1ls :i.n NLJ.y de~lined n.bout 
-:1:6 million poun:ls • Totnl holf ings in r.1eat pc.cki.ng p1c.nt& Nld ccmuncrcin.l cold­
storoc·; warehouses woro·ropoi'ted to be 573 million poundo on Juno 1, tho smn.llost 
of record for th.'1t dn.toa Hold.i ngs c.n July 1 amounted to 4-70 mi~lirn pounds, a.lso 
u rooord low. 

Quarantine Imposo~ ~ Cottle Im;por·bod 
F:r-om !v10xico 

. . ' 

As n. procn.utiu.c a.gflinst the in+.roducticn of hocf and mouth diseo.se in 
the United Sto.tos, rorec.nfl i:lf-·Ortin~ co.ttlc to thr; United Stc.tos 'from Mexico 
ho.ve been required bop;i.'1nint: Juno 5 tc :1r. irO D. sr::J cin.l p nr:mi t from ·the Bureo.u 
of Animn.l Industey ut Vh:.s:i ~1 .. ;t0He Any cuttlo:: m;:)oYtcti m1.1.st be hoid not less 
tho.n 15 dn.ys in qu•tron·linu. l:o rocc::t :-lu+brco.kr- of. hoof u.nrl mouth disen.se 
ho.vc boen reported :tn Iv'kx~.c·") but sone (~· ... ttlc ho::o teen inrorte<l by Mexico fror:J. 
South Americn.n ccru,1tri-:-· s ·wht:;,·o tl.c dis(..Z..Sl: i:::; founc.. 

EUROPZAN MEAT StlT?LY -PROSFECTS .!/ 
Europotln ~Production ~ ~ §.2. f'crccnt 

of Prewar 

Mea.{; pr0d1,ction in Europe, includin[ :tho lT:'.litO.d Kir-gdC":m "1::>11.t wxcludinc 
USSR, estir.· . .:ttvd u. t 26eG billion pou11ds in 1334-38, droppec tc a.rmmd 19 billion 
pounds in 1944• Produetior. c~rntinucd to rtoclinc i~1 19•.;.5 o.nrl in 1946. Produc­
tion of noo.t in 1946 tlTlpetrcnt1y is 55 ta 60 percent of prevn.r. Prospects for 
only roln.tivuly srr.nll :i.raports of feed c.;~coni.;rO.tcs 'in~o Eurore this yen.r will 
prevent n. no.rkeU. inerGnsc in r,,.Jr-.t nnimul protlu11tim-:. ill 10'17• · '.i'hc ,cl.cclino in 
mon.t producti0n :i.n Europe from l93C-40 .t·' 19.:;5 reflected r, 35-pcrcont dccrec.se 
in hog numbers, o.bout u. 20 -pe-rc~:nt decrca.sc in sheep numbers o.nd o. 13-pcrcont de­
crense .in oo.ttlo nUlnbors, ~lso li;htor w-..Jights c:f f'.ll a:r.ir:J.nls sl ..... ughterod. 

Men.t prouucticn in tho Unibx~ Kinsdom jn 191.5 \m.s o.b,.)ut 75 pcrccmt ::>f 
prewr.r • Production cf beef f'.r.d vo~~l w•v_s ~10 }JOrco~1t of prnva.r; pork pr odt1c~on 
WQS down 50 percent; m!d lt.unb o.nd nutton nrcl'i u~~tion wn.s o.bout 7f -percent of prowo.r. 
!.n 19.46 output mny npt bo groo.tly dHforcr.t from 19--15. Scme increu.se in cnttlo 
a:nd sheep numbers in tho "lYK is uxpo(:toc. this yo :cr. Hcw·c-vcr ~ t 11.c ·serious shortage , 
0~ gro.in nnd f'Ooc.1 cor..~or.trntos will ,>rcvo::-.t r.rry nntoria.l increase in hoG produo­
t;on iu the next yonr 0r two. Producti-:m ,..,f moc~t -in the UK through n.t lca.st 1947 
Wlll bo well below ::rvv.rfU'• Witr. n'!'l i"lcrar.s i..nr pC'::mh tion, th'lt country would have 
to C<)nt:i.nuc to inport nero mcC\t th~-.n ::.n tho pr.cwo.r f3riod ii' ~ner.t sunplios per 
erson aro to bo mc.intninud s0n.:.:1'"hero nu~.cr tho 'lrv~r level. 
Prepared on tho bn.s is of rocords r,nd rororts cf' tho Offlco of Foreign 

griculturn.l Reletti-.:w,,s, USDA. 
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Despito lnrge neat inports in 1944 E>nJ. 1945, civiliAn surplies were held down· , 
by strict rationing, nnd ~he arned f')rcos took b.rge q:u,antities of neat. Per ' 
capita c~vilian cnnsur.1ption in 1945 was estir:ntoJ. at 99 pounds (exclud~ offnl 

·. c.ompared with 124 pounds in rrl\1,rar. 

Meat coneur.1ption em the C9'1tinent in 1944 vnd 1945 •nas naterially below 
pre~~~. Meat-aninnl pro61ction declined ~barply in 1945. Nearly a billion 
pounds of neet was imported into continental Euro11e in 1S145 but production 
was about 4 billion pounds less thFm in th<:3 previous ye!l.r when Allied aroics 
noved rapidly through 1Nestern Europe end whAn Rus:~inn arr:lios were advnncing 
throw;h Poland and the :Sn.ikans. Net imports of noat into C()nt inental Eurol'e 
in 1946 r:w.y be 1,600 to 1,800 nillion pounds but total cnnsunpti0n in that area 
appcrontly is only ab~ut 60 to 65 percent of prewar. 

The United Kinf-"d<m, the principal ment inporting country of the world, 
hrrd prewar ir.Iports of around 3.4 billion pounds of n~at a ye1'1r. J3ut_ continent,". 
Europe, excluding USSR, he.d a rrewr.r net export balnnce of 300 to 400 nillion 
pounds a year. Most M this nor,t wa.s exported to UK. Other nnjor sources of 
neat for the UK in prewar were Austrnlia, New Zealrnd, .Argent inat Ca_rl.adr., nnd 
other South Anerican countries. Only a rel<ttivoly snall part of the United 
Ki:ngdon 1s inports were fror.1 the Unitec. States ">Thich usually ·is not a neat 
exporter, In faot, inports of beef into th!" United States in 1935-39 exceeded 
exports of pork by approxin:ct el;y • 73 nillion poun.3.s n. yoar. 

Substnnt ial increi"'.SCS in European hoc: production t•rill depend rm increase 
grain producti0n in Europe r.nd in the principal foed-t;rR.in-exporting countries­
Canadn., Argentina, ?nd South Af;rica. Cattle nunbnrs as a wh0l<:: in Europe are 
only noderately below prewar, and beef producti0n can bo naintained near 
prewar levels. Sheep production ic loss dependent on feed grain ani concen­
trate SU11plies, but With lo\·r mli:;bors at present it r:w.y be seve1:'al yenrs before 
sheep nunbers reach the pre-vrar level. 

Export Supplies ~ Surrlus Areas 
Above Prewar 

4 

Prospects for <leclining nent rroducti0n in tho United States and Canada 
·indicate that neat export.s fron those countri8s :probably will decline in the 
next year, b.ut 11Jill rennin :ibove prewar. Tntal exports of neat fron the major 
sur>plyin;~ countries of South Anericf:,., New Zealand anc1. .Australia probPbly 
can'bo naintained Pt the 1945 level, also above prewar, for the next year or 
two, or possibly be incrc·ased. :But inprovenent in Euro1)oan nea.t supplies will 
depend chiefly 0n the recovery of li,restock production in Europe. This re­
covery will b• sl0w, p<:>rticularly beceuse of th8 present serious world short .. 
age of grains and hir:;h-protuin feod.s. 

Meat is An .exponsive foocl iten r>'Y'.d noPt prices in the United States 
are rolat ivc;ly hi?-"h. .'It is likel~r thr:t crmt in on tal Europew. countrins nft or 
1946 will try to keep neat r·urchnses, fr')n the United Sto.tes as s:r:J.all as possible. 
Around 40 percer..t nf U. S. ueat eA-port s in 1946 will me distributed by UlffiRA., 
Under present legislnt ion UlJRRA :purchr StHi fnr Europenn distribut ir>n will 'be 
terninatod ~t the end of 1946. 
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Table 7 .... Meat production, consumption, and trade U.K. and 
Continental BurGpe 0 prewar, 1944-46 1} 

- --: :Net imports~ Apparent Disappearance 
Period :Production.: or net ; consumptiol;l or ' per civilian • 

eeports(-):net ~is~ppearanceg 
M11 1 lb1 Mil 1 lb. Mils lb 1 Pounds 

United Kingdo~ 
• • 

Prewar 2,577 3,400 gj 5,900 124 
: 

194ll1/ . • 2,100 !±/ 5.350 ?)':±/ 5,900 .108 • 
% 

1945 :i/ ~: 2,050 !±/ 4,550 Y':±l 6~250 99 
• ' . 

1946 l/ &}: 2,100 '!±) 3,800 .lz! 5,900 n.ao 
I 

Continental Europe, excluding U. S • S. R., 

Prewar 24,050 -350 239700 
• • 

1944 l 16,850 .. 16 9 850 
l 

1945 'jj 13,150 800 13,950 

1946 y 13.000 1, 700 14,700 

Y Carcass meat,- excluding edible offal, rabbit and poultry meat~ 
Y Adjustment made for storage stocks. 
3/, Unofficial. · . . 
~ Includes quantities received from other countries for use of British 
armed forces. . 
5/ Preliminary. . · 
"£J Estimated from· data furnished. by Office' of )foreign Agricultu-ral 
Relations and the Internation&l Emergency-Food Council. 

Compiled from records of the Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations. 
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Table 8.- Meat production and net exports, princip~i su;p1us 
:producing countries prewar and 1944-46 1./ 

Co~try -- --- --: -A~erage : - 1944 --:: 1945 iJ :: Indicc:t~ 
------ . _ _:_ .!_ _ __193_4-38 -~--- --- : : ~b 

:. Mil.lbc- Mil. lb. Mil. lb. . . Mil.lb __ _ --- ' ' 
Production 

United States ...•...•.••....• ~ 3}16,182 24,670 22,891 . 22,600 
Canada •.... · •........•... -..... : _ __l[_l~ __ ?.620 2,442 _ _,_ _ _f__,_20D_ 

Total ••.........•. : _ _l7 ~- ___ 2]_1..290 ___ 25.333 __ . 24,80Q__ 
, . 

Argentina lj} .............. ~ .. : 4,459 5,251 
Brazi15} "-··-···············: 2,331' 1,736 
Uruguay 5} ................... : 571 510 
Paraguay 5)6./ _ ...... ~ ......... : · 87 · 137 
Chile •........ _ ..•.. _ ...•..•. :__ 349. 43.6 

Total So • .America V ....... : ___ 8·.eoo· .. __ ~,'5'00':_ .. _ .. _ . 
' 

4,650 
1~621 

500 
146 

7 .sob~·- 7 .soo 

Australia •.....•....... :.' .... : · :fd2,n~··· -2,303 2,027 2,170 
New Zealand 9} ....•.......... ; _1,127 1,104 1,173. 1,140 
JJenmark •.......... ~ ...... , .•. : __ 1..&06 __ 789 ---- __MQ_ --·- 700 _ 

Total .•....•...... : __ 4,227 __ 4,1..9Q 3.880 __ ·. ___l±_._QlQ_ 

United 
Canada 

Grand total ...•.•• :__10 .026 __ 39,986 37.013 ___}Q_&lQ_ 
. : 

Net e!J?orts 
States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3./ -65 1.893 1,190 1,300 
· · · · · · - · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .• : __Jj_ _1:51_ __ 915 _]QS __ : __Q5Q_ 

Total ............• : __ ~ ___ 2,808 __ ___L35_8 __ . __ ~Q_ 

Argentina ........•.......•... : 1,460 2,428 1·,458 1,610 
Brazil ••..........•...•.•..... : 213 171. 123 194 
Uruguay .............•••...... : 324 289. · · . 284 213 
Paraguay Fi/ •....•••••.••....• : • 16 SO 70 73 
Chi 1 e J:S)_j •••••••••••••••••••• : __ ___g_L_ __ ___gg_ ____ · 18 __ ~-_25_ 

Total So • .America .........•. : __ 2.JU.!L __ ~ _1_.9!!5 ~lL . . . 
Australia ...............•.•.. : 2) 496) 

1,411 1,396 1,397 New Zealand 9) . ~ ~ ; ..... ; ..... : 59 5 ) 
JJenmark •......•.............• : __ _5iL __ ___3_61_ 167 __ --~lQ_ 

Total .. -·····- .... : 1.62~ 1,772 1,563 ~01-
--~-- --- -- --.- 62 

---,-- __ Grand total ...•..• : 3. 711 ___ ____LSQS __ _5_..!!66 _5_,_ R-
1/ Carcass meat, excluding edible offal, rabbit Lnd poultry meat, but includes 
horse r:md goat meat. ?} Preliminary. 3) 1935-39 average. l3:) Excludes farm pro­
duction of pork for fe.rm consu.rnption. 5} Excludes farm production. 0 Beef and 
veal only. V Includes estimates for countries other than the 5 listed. '§} Year 
'beginning July 1. 9../ Year beginning April 1 for avP.rrcge; ;vee .. r bE!ginnine; October 1 
of preceding year for 1944-46. 10/ Mutton and lamb. · 
Source: ForPign Crops a.nd Markets, February 18, 1946, pp. 69--90~ Foreign Food 
Production, Current Prospects for 1946-4 H and records of the Office of Foreign 
AgricuJ.tura.l Relations, USDA. 
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Meat production in South ilmerioa in 1945 was 5 percent below prewar. 
eat production had been maintained at the high prewar level in the early years 

of the we.r but declined· in 1945a Beef production in Arg,,mtina in 1945, estimated· 
e.t 3.,4 bi11ion pounds, ·was around. 270 million pounds 1mdor 1944 output and viae 
ae.rly 1 'billion pounds under the peak prod1wtion .ln ·1941. Reduced output in 

.. rgentina occurred primarily bec:ause... of the large· slaughter of cattle for expor·t 
nthe ee.rlywar years, severe drought in 1942-43 and in,l944-45, and poor pastures 
n early 1946.. Argentine cattle, hog and sheep numbers were at a high level in 
id-1945o However, hog production has de·elined materially since that time. Com­

_eroial beef production in Brazil, in 19 45 ·was around 30 percent _less than the 
verace for 1934-48. Part of this decline, howeve.r, was reported to bA offset by 
, large slaughter outside regular co:m.'nercia.l channels • 

}.. strong demand for meat in South America is· limiting·. the qu~ntity of meat 
vailable for export. A law of April 1946 prohibits the exportation of beef 
.attle, ·meats and byproducts from Brazil to foreif:;n mo.rkets until the national· 
o.rkets have been supplied, with the e.xception of Rio Grnnde De Sul where pertiliS:"'' 
ion has been gra.trted to slaue;hter 350,000 cattle f.or export in l946o The umount 
f Brazilian mee.tt principally cann:-!d, that ,,.ill be nvaila.ble for export during 
he year may reA0h 194 million pounds~ carcass weight equivalent. Prevre.r .exports 
,f mef?.t. from Brazil averaged 213 million pour.ds • 

. :: Ei~drts of beef • mutton~ and 1<>.!'f',b fror1 Argon tin!\ vTere smA.iler during the 
lrst q~urter of ·19.46 tha.n in the correspondin~ :ew:riod of 19 45. For· the :rear 
s a who'le 0x:tior,ts of beef may be no l 'l.rger than in 19 45 • Exports. of· pork will 
e less than in 19~5 •. · Total neat exports in 191€ have been estimated e.t 1,610 
illion pounds. · ·· · 

Argentin~. Ct!.ttle numbers apparently Jwv·3 been increasing but the movement 
f ce.ttle to .f~tterti11g areas has been slow. Becaust• of a she.:rp rise in grain 
rices, the ·e~creage of r;rains to be used for 1946 winter pasture has been reduced 
d some light·-Weight cattle are ,moving din'ct t:o slaughter. A larg.;" s~~mghter 

f ~nttle in Argentina in the next y~ar or two an.n .som'3 improvement in meR.t. output 
n Brazif could maintain exports. of meat from South Am0ricr.. at the level of 19 46o 
tis not likely that export~ cf'meat coulr! b·.~ greatly increased over thet level 
0 long ns ·thE'r domestic demand continues high, Under Comb indd Foodi Board allocntton, 
ost o:f' theexportnble surplus of' meat i"r·;m South Amorica •rt11 ·go to the UK in 1946 11 ~ 
he Uni tecl Kingdom fo-r itself' nnd on b<:'half ~,f thR othsr United ·Nati0ns has agrFJed 
0 purchase most of Argentina-'s oxportilb10 mr;"'.t s,lpply until October 1948. · 

Heavy lo .. sses of sheep in Australia bece.us0 of·the se:rious 19 44 drought 
esulted in e. ~qcline in total meat pr.c'(~il"o:l:i~bn from 2~303 · rnil·lion pounds. in 19 44 
0 2,027 million pounds in 1945~ slichtly: below· prewa-r. It is reported that 
heep numbers df-)clin.ed 18 million hond in -t;h>:! year beginning April l944o On 

rch 31, 1945 th€> total number of. she(·;p on hand. wes estimate.d at 105 million head, 
0 sm!\llest since 1929. Productiori nf beef and veal-in Australia i!l: 1945, 
timated at 1,026 nillion pounds 9 wus 3 percr-mt bolow 1944 and was 14 percent 

elow P!'ewar, 
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Moo.t production in New Zealand 5.n 191.~5 was 4 :percent greater than the 
e.v8rage for 193~ 3B. 1.feat"outputT!i-tglt.6 probably will be sligh,tly a'Qove 
prewar. Li-vestock slaughter in freezing works in New Zealaz+_d for 'the 7~months 
period beginning October 1• 19lt5 \-rere 9 percent greater than ip. .the corr~s ... 
ponding period a year earlier. The increased. slaughter re~ul ted. from some 
liquidation of livestock. Slaughter weights, however, :probably w-:111 b.e. light .... 
er thai1 a year earlier and meat production f'o~:· the year 'beginning October 1~ · 
1946 :prob~bly will be about e~1al to a year ~rlier. · 

Exports of meat 
percent above prewaro 
easily be continued at 

from Austre.lia and. New Zealand in 1945 were over 25 
With avera.ge wea.ther in the next few years,. e:x;!Jorts c,ould 
this rate. 

Meat production in Canada in 1945, t~taling 2.4 billion poUnds,· was 
1 billion pounds greater tl-An average producM.on in 1935-39, but was about 
10 percent less than the record meat product,ion in 1944. Canadian meat pro­
ducti on is now moving downward and 1946 produc~ion may be 5 to 10 percent below 
1945. A marked increase in Canadian meat product1on during the war was brought 
about by increased pork output. as grain shipments to foreign countries were 
limited. Cattle numbers also increased d'U!'ing the war and bee.f output in 1945 
was the greatest o,f record. 

EXports of meat from Canada in 1945 was estimated to be 768 million 
pounds,. Exports of bacon in the first qua.rter of 1946 were 30 percent below 
a year earlier. For. the year as a wholer total meat exports from Canada are 
not likely to exceed 700 million pounds. With the declines that have occurred 
in Canadian hog production since 1944 ar.~ some reduction in b~ef output as 
cattle numbers decline, meat supplies for export in the next year or two 
probably will fall below 1946 levelsQ. 

-Meat production in Denmark in 1945 was estimated at 680 million pounds 
compared with 789 m~llion a year earlier and prewar production nf slightly over 
1 billion pounds .•. Most of the reduction from prewar was in porko, 

Cattle numbers in Denr.1ark are only slightly less than in prewalC hoW'" 
ever~ hog production is down sharply. The number of hogs on farms at the . 
beginning of 1946 waer estimated to be 1. 8 million head cor.rpared with an aver­
age nunber for 1936-4o of alnost 3 nillion head. 'l'he nUr.Jber of bred sows 
on hand May 4 was reported to be about the same as a•year earlier. ln view 
of the general grain and feed shortage, the· nunber of sows bred is not likely 
to increase naterially, if at all, by next year, After the end of the war~ 
the number of bred sows increased rapidly in anticipation of early inports 
of grain fron overseas. This is making it possible for Dennark to export sane 
neat this year but the quantity to be exported probably will be only around 
4o perc~nt of the 534 nillion pounds exported annually in prewar& . ' 
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~HE WOOL SITUATION 

i'Tool Prices Little ChR.ngecl Follt!Wl~ 
Lapse of Price 9eilinrTS 

There was very lir.titud. activity in the ra>;.r 1··ool end apparel fa"bric 
markets during the first ·wook follo1.1ring the le.:pse of price ceilings. Spot 
wool prices at !&wton.c : shoiored. :practically r..o chac.go. !!13ny of the firus were 
closed for vacations R.nd "buyers were cautious clue to the uncertainty as to 
OPA's future. Industry leaders hP.ve indic"'.ted th<tt prices of fabrics will hold 
firn until the end of Se:;Jten"ber cm.d th2t, little prL~o rise 11rill occur "before 
tho end of th~ year. 

The Civilian Production .Adninistr< tion has «.nLOUllced that it intends to 
continuo its low-cost clothing [,rogri'1.E through tho third q_ue.rter of 1946. 
By channeling n<'teri~ls to lesn expensiYe clothing, an importe>r~t pa.rt of tho 
impact of textile shortaE;os is shifted to high-cost ap:pEcrel. 

Fabric and Clothing Situation 

Tho :product ion of ci viliEm clothing for the first five months of 1946 
was at a higher rate than i:n_ 1939 out still vr~,s fc-ti' "belo1t.r current denands. 
Denand will continue except-:one.ll:y stron?~ fnr I!l[''-'1Y wool £'ppc,rel itens for 
another year. The prese!lt dene.nd. for r::en 1 s suits at J1.Lne 30 ceiling prices is 
estinated to "be about ~"ice t~e 1:139 production; vroE~on 1 s wear fa"bric production 
is already twice the 1939 production, with further expansion indicated for 
this fall. 

The Civilian Production .AdJ-:1inistrrti on has set a production goal of 
2g nillion nen 1 s suits, ~"bout one-sixth a"bove t~o 1939 production. This is 
the estinated naxir.run thu industry could produce this yce-r under favorP.."ble 
conditions. Cuttings of non's suits reachec their peak in March (a rate of 
26 million suits a year) out declined six percent in April and further in 
May. 

Following V-J Day, the sc['..rcity of f2"brics suita"ble for nen 1 s suits 
was the principal hindrnncc to their. productior., out this shortage now appears 
to have "been net through b()th expa.nded product ion am: by· v0luntary rllocat ion 
within the industry. Tho prcs0.nt oottlenecks appear to "be r shortage of the 
supply of the cott0n conponents of suits and a shortage of skilled la"bor. 
E;.p'toynent in the nen 1s cloth:l.ng in-:lustry is not e:x."J)anding, due in part to 
.9. $10-a-woek WRge differential in favor of the woren 1 s cloa.k a.nd suit industry. 
CP~ has taken the follnwing stops ( l) It hn.s reserYod to nen 1 s and "boys' 
suits the entire dm'1estic supply of pocketing t'W'ills, (2) It has requested 
special recruiting assistance frnr.1 the United States Errployment Service for the 
!!en's ~mit inr1ustry, (3) It Nill exten-t ~ssiot:'ncc trl the non's industry in 
pr0cur1nr, rcp~•.ir pa.rts- ~end re1)lacencmt s fnr or1_uip:~cnt. 

!rnl Allocates Contracts 
12_ Mills 

The Ar~y Quarternaster Corps has o:1nounccd th2.t it has again requested 
bids fron woo len 11.nd ,.rorstc:d rwnufacturers on thn fnbrics needed under its 

·two-year procurenent plan. Tho Q.u?rt er::1aster hr>.d previously asked for "bids 
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WOOL SITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES AT A GLANCE 
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on 9 oiliion yards of flnrm~l cloth and 10.7 n_illion yqrds of serge, \lrhich. 
combinEJd, are estir.lfl.ted to require'between 55 n.nd 65 I:-:.illicm pouncLs of doncstic 
raw '111001. Monthly dt:Jliver1es are to 'be nade during l)~-7 vrith the full yerC.8.go 
to be delivered by the ent1. of 1947. 

Consu.;·nption of npp8rel '~rool cont:inuE::d high durinp.;.both Ap_ril e,nd May. 
Expressed s.s c.n annual rate, H WHS 1,101 nillion pounds) ere~.se basis, 
ir.. April conpltred with 1~023 million pounds for the first qu.c.rter ·of 1946. 
During tho sni.mor nonths 1 tho usuH.l soasnnal decline in production is e::q;:-ecteCj. 
lc.rcoly boc-rcu~e of the shift to production of fell fabrics, shutdow·ns for 
invcntorics,·.::ind ~.mrkors 1 vacations. Ro'lrrever, unless the rr.te. of cnLsur:-ption 
for tho last s€lven :ront.hs drops considerabl~' bnlow rrcsor.t levels, YGPrly 
C'1llSUJ1ption 11rill be close to a "oillion. pounds for tho firs~ 1_)f-!ac'3tl.:·:-.6 year in 
histr,ry. 

Carpet wo0l nill consu.r1:ption s.ho~·red ~ noclerr,to decline in April. 
During tho war, e.Rrpet wool C'"li~sunpti on 1\rf s ras-';;ricted to very lo\,r levels" 
But consurJpti0n c0r"trols wn-ro ell:cinated follo:,r'.r~~; V-J De.y, and conin:u:1ption 
bGrcP,~-~~1 rapidly reRchhJC u weekly avernge r;f 3. 62 nillior. p·)ur1ds, grease 
basis, in Mar:oh 1946. In April th:ls clropped to 3.25 Dillion pounds. ~Vhile 
sono f1.1rther decline dur'ng the s~ll:.ner nonths is uzpnctGd, nill consunption 
for tho yoar as a ·..rhole 'l.·rill bo larger than for nost })revious years since 
the first World War. 

The outltink is for l".rger sales of dr,r.ostic \vools. for the re::Jainder 
of this year e..nd possibl~r noxt sprinz. hO'tlever, it is doubtful if st ocl:s 
of donestic wool held. by ConnodH;y Credit Ccrporr1tion ;..rill decline groatlyo 
There has been a cont Lnu<)d. increase i:r the proportion of dnr_:estic ift'00l 
consur.1ed by nills for P..p})[:rel use., 1!-, the JP.nunr~I-Mr-.rc};, q_uRrt er doms st ic wool 
was only 13 p<>.fcen.t of e~'9parcl ~-:ool cor.s"J..":'.rption or. a groase "basis. In April ~­
tho prop·ortion'· increased to 20 l')orce!lt, p~d a further i:tcrense is inCLicP..tecl fttr 
Hay. CCC sales are expected to c0ntinue to LlCreasc sonewhat curing the · 
sur.mer nonths.· Market rvl:V)rts have-reflected incree.sed interest- in these wools 
by the trade, pa;rticulnrl;, for the 1946 crop now being :r.arketed. L~rge sales 
of Texas 12-nonth wo:)ls wore roported durin 1- June. The narketin~-: ·of the no'llr 
crop is not pr0ceedinr-; :<}1 rr>:pi(llj' [cS it 'cliC. last :;c:1.r. CCC apr.rn.isals for 
purchase thrmJ.kh J't.lne 28 ~~ere 107 .l nil 'Lion pounds, 12 percent loss for the 
sane dnte than a year earlier. Production this yor-.r is oxpected to be r:bout 
7 l)Orcont snaJ.ler than n ye~\r v.goo 

'rh€3 inport8t.ion of nll '•rnols int!"J the Unitecl. States has c··mtinu0d to bo 
heavy since V-J Day Em•l during tho first f0ur ;:;onths of 1946 WFI.S at a nuch higher 
~a~e tha.n for the_ wc-r period when the e::wre:nc~ stocl-::piles of for~ir,:r: wonl 1.1rere 
tUllt u:p·~ There has boon a r:n.rl:od dechne J.n :..:r.Iports recently. arnv:::ds f'.t 
hroo porta durine: Hrty and June were 26 uercent ·bolo1 . .,r the rate f0r the pre-'V' ~ .. 
lous three nonths. All t;srnos of -.,.Jool sh;crccl r-,bout oqually in the decline 

exccJ?t nediur.1 wo0ls (44 1 s tCJ 56 1s) which exceeded the rP.te nf iD.ports fnr the 
GClJ:'her nonths. · 
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There is sor:~e posdbility of furt.her seasonal doclines in ioports, 
Ln.rge. :Private stocks of both c,,ppnrel and carpet wocls wcx·e in the hRnds of 
dealers and nill s on April 1 n.nd buyers report a bck of the nore desirab.le 
11Anorican type 11 wools in South. AnericRn na.rket s at prices comparable to 
donestic wools. SAlc:s in tho British Southern D.oninions have been virtually 
suspended until SeptEmber. 

British ~~~ounce Aucti0ns 
to Begin in Sept enber 

According to cabled. reports fron the .Al!leri c:·m Enbassy in London, snlos 
of the Joint Organizntion 19 W["rtine accunulation of wool stocks have. bean sus.., 
pendod fron J1.me 30 until auctions begin in Septcnbcr in the United Kingd0n 1111 

in the Southern Doninions. .At the London Conference last year, anne.uncenont 
of the renewal nf sale by nuction WI'S na.de. J3efore the nuctions were sus­
pended in 1939 because of the W8.r, 11 11>rori.d 11 wool prices were deternir.ed at. thos 
auction sales. The provisionn.l prof:r::tr., for the Austrnlian Auction calle for 
offering a tntal of 1200 thousnnd beles (abiJut 360 nillion pounds) of wool 
before Christnas. 

The forr.Jal signing of the wo()l cHspos['l ~tgrcencnt between the United 
Kingdon, Australia, New ZeRlr.md, nne. South Afric8. \IDS announced on !v'll;ly 21, 
1946. A new private lirdted conp~ny to be registered as the nUnited Kingdon 
i'lool Disposals, Limited 11 1rras cro2.tedo Sir HPrry Shr.ckleton, United Kin~dom 
wool controller since 1939, ·hus been oppointed che.irnnn to Pdvise on the 
disposal .of the British wool stockpile. The orr:anizC'.tion will Rtte~t to 
stabilize prices by p11rchnsing new clip wools as well as stockpile wools which 
fail to find buyers at t~e urescribed r.1inimun reserved prices and by Buctioning 
fron their o~m stocks in sufficient quantities to hold down prices. The 
British Grovernnent is expected to r.a:<:e P.n n.nnouncenent later which roy 
include a reference to these mlninun prices. 

International Wool Tr::tde 
Continues~ ~Rn9:_ 

International trade in raw ,,.TOol has expDnded considerably during the 
past year, and it now appears that season-end stocks in the five Southern 
Henisphere countries probc..bly will be no lRrger r=md. possibly ne.y be smaller 
than last season. Conplotc data for the 1945-46 wool season just closed in 
the :British Southern Doninions ::tnd which continues to next October in South 
Anerica are not availRble as yet, but there arc sone indiCA.tions 0f the extent 
of international wool trading this seeson. 

1. In Argent ina, exports through March 31 ( 6 nonths) were over twice as 
large t=ts f()r the sor.:c period durinG tho 1.vnr yen.rs and 60 per-
cent hieher than the 1934-38 avera{;e. The d8.rry-over at the 
end of this season in tb.<tt country nay be reduced. 

2. In Uruguay,t 1.1rhere :1ll surplus stocks accunulat ed during the 1.1•ar 
had alret=tdy bee~1 disposed of before this sor1.son, exports through 
March 31 (6 nonths) were hisher th~n for tho same period in. 
r.10st pre1lar yenrs. 



3· In Australie., exports thrmJ.gh Februnr;v (8 nonths) [~nountod 
to 503 r.~illion pounds. Orde:rs l">..t·.vo beoi! out running A-ll0ca-
t ions and ohipmo:nt s. The .Austrf'.ii~n "fkol Rcalizat ion 
Commission J::a~ indicated +.hat it: will allocate to thE?. United 
States only 84 porcor:t of the or'ders rocoivod through Ivlt:ty }1 
totalir.g _apP.roxlnatoly 456 nilli.on p01UJds. Inport s into the 
United.S~ates for cor.suoption t}?.ro'lt-:h FebruRry ~8 nonths) vwre 
220 nillion pou.:il.cls conparod to 118 uilliorl pounds for tho 
sane perioc .. lnst year. F-;r the: first tine since the war beg~n 
this year 1s' ~d-of....,_season carry-ov0r ::1ay not sho11r an ir_crease. 

4. Not nuch current informl:'.t ion is rvai lab le on New Zealrnd. · Indi­
cated product ion for the soasr;n just er:ded ·wr:.s hcrr,e ·and exports 
bnsed on de.th throuch Decenber_l945 (6 nonths) "\"TOuld indicflte 
that· end of sen.son. stocks would be increased s0r.J.ewhat over the 
lar~e stocks of 370 million po~mds held last yoar, 

5. In South Af·rica export data are not avc.ilD.blc, 'but st0cks 
April 30, 1946 '"e:x:e'· over 100 nillior.. -pounds snaller than 
at the beginnir.g of the season, reflectint; larr.;e overseas 
shipments E>.s vmll as n so:::m~hP.t Rnn.ller :Jrod11ct ion. 

Jhere hr>.s boe:1 a. .noticeabie incrensE=l in e:x:ports of '''ool tb Crmt;ne~tal 
Europof',n countries sir,ce V-E Day, cut the buLle of wool oxport s are still 
noving to the United States .and. the Urit.ed Kinc;drm. In S')u~h Auorica 1 

exports to France, Belgiun, Switzorl['.nd, anc'l_ ·Uor•.VBy, h,~.cl increased wanyfold 
but d0 not approach prewar -roh.nes. Fo"J.r-fifths of South Auerican '•IoiJl ex­
ports for the first six nonths of the sensnn wero to the United St2tes. In 
Austraiia 80 percent of e:xl?orts for tr_e g nonths through Februt.ry Hore to 
tho United States (mel. the Ur.ited Kin.p;cl.on. Pf::i v-:h~t <'lda are available seen 
to indicate R s0.nevthat sinilar situetio~ f'"">r South Africa. 

While the rru.tlook for an 8:A"":pandin1~ intern.~,tional 11ronl trade durir.g the 
1946-47·s~ason as. ~.whole is still very pronisjng, sonothi~~ 0f r lull can 
be expected for the next fcnv !:10nths. All 1•rVll snles in th8 :Brit:l.sh Enpire 
have boen suspended ur.til Sopter:ller. Exp·-:irts fr0::. the Doninions will continue 
in fair, volune during the sUl:J.ner, h0c,ev.er, b8C:->J.u.;o C:elivories hs.ve been 
lag:bing behind sale.s~ · · In South Aneri can thorn h· .s 1H;cn less [cct i vi ty by 
United States inporters bccnuso of the :q.igher p:rices induced by the [,ctivity 
of Russian and other Continental buyers in those cou_"ttries. Though Continental 
European takings nay increase, the reduction in United States buyin[; and 
seasonal factors nfly result in s•me decline in South Aoorican exports during 
this sunner. 
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l?rices per pound of wool and other textile fibers, United States, 1943-46, 

frices received by farmers, 
grease basis, 15th of montt .. : 41.6 42.4 41.9 42.5 41.4 41.8 

Boston, ma.rket: 1) 
Territory, scoured basis- : 
64s, 70s, 80s, staple combing.: 117.8 119.0 117.7 119 .. 0 . 99.5 99.5 
56s combing •.. , .............• : 104.2 104.5 103.5 104.5 88.5 88.5 
Bright fleece, greasy- : 

64s, 70s, 80s delaine •...... : 46.9 47.0 47.0 47.5 · 4o.o 4o.o 
56s combing •.•.............. : 54.2 54.5 54.0 54 .• 5 46.5 46.5 

Foreign wool, in bond: : 
Scoured basis -
Australian 64s, 70s, ,~ood : 

99.5 
88.5 

top-making g) .......... ., .. : 75.9 72.1 75.2 
Cape, short combing ......... : 72.5 72o5 72.5 

74.5 74.7 74.5 74;5 
72.5 3./.~7.5 3./67.5 }/67!5 

Grease basis - : 
Montevideo 6c-64s ........... : 41.4 39.4 39.6 39.5 41.5 41.5 
Montevideo ls (56s) ..•••.... : 41.4 40.7 42.2. 42.5 42.5 42.5 

Other textile fibers: : 
Cotton, 15/16--inch : 
Middling lj} ................. : 20.6 21.2 22.6 22.7 27.7 27.4 

Rayon staple fiber 5./ : 
Viscose 1-1/2 denier •...•..• : 24.4 24.8 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25~0 

~eta te 5 ·den ie~ . .!...!...L.!_..• •• : 43.&_ ~ _1[_._Q ~0 _____:N. Q_ __ j_f3 ~ 3b.Q_ 
Uomestic wool prices are from the Production and i~arketin.s Administration; foreign 
'Wool prices are from the Boston C01r.sercial Bulletin except as noted, and are before 
payment of duty. · · 
1} Domestic wool prices based on CCC sellin::; ~orices, 1944 to date. ?) Q.uotations 

1 from the Production and Marketin;c Administration. }/ New series beginning 1946 
prices are for Cape 10-12 months superior spinners style, and are not strictly 
comparable with earlier data. '±/ Aver.qgc:: at 10 lliarkets. 5} F.o.b. producing 
plants, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Wool: Mill consumption in; the Vni ted States, 1944~46 

-- -- --· -- -- -- ·--· -- -- -.- -- -- ----
__ Total _:_. ___ .__ Weekly o;y_erlit!:eS . __ --

Item : 1944 : 194~ :_ Jan.~_A..}).r_._ _: Apr. : Mar. : Apr •. 
-- -- -- _:_ --... _: _· _../ ___ :_1_9_lB_: .19_4~4_:__J)__::t,S46 ?_l_: _lq461 

: 1 '000 J. • 000 1 • 000 1 '000 1 '000 1 , 000 1 '000 
pounds po1mds pounds PQUnds pounds pounds pou.:ildr 

Grease basis: 
Apparel wool - . 
Domestic ... ~ ... : 318,595 251,735 7,817 3,028 7,047 3,113 4,225 
Foreign ........ :__6.9.0~ _Thl,o46 14,736 _1LQ6L.l5.,2~4 ~6___l6_.35.Q.. 

Total ..•..... :....L.QQS.....9S.9._ 1,012,781 2_?....5.5} 20,08~,JQL__.2L289 .:21-;J~ 
Carpet wool •...• : 61,166 76,087 1,085 3,260 929 3,616 3,25 

Scoured basis 
Apparel wool -

' Domestic ........ : 150,861 120,357 3,722 1,452 3,293 1,511 1;97~ 
Foreign ......... : ~6....1.5.L 463 ,§.91__ 5hlQI 10,426 o ,2l:S_ 11,095___lQ_,_35§... 

Total ........ :___517..Qli__ 589,248 ·12,829 ~79.___lg_,[ill_ 12 ,606_10.331 
~et wool~·-·_:_ ~7 52...§]2 __]_9~,324 _ ___Q§]_ 2,5ruL-2ffi 
Compiled from reports of the Bureau of the Census, 
'JJ 5-week period. ?) 4-week period 
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Livestock prices per ·100 pounds (excert ,.rhere noted) 1 marketings and 
slaughter stetiztics, by species, June 1946 1 with comp::trisons 

PRICES 

- Item -
Cattle and calves 

Annual ; 
_ :·Av. 1937•41:1945: 

: Dol• Dole 

Januarv-June : 1945 : '1946 
1945. : 1946: .i Juno·- ... Mt:ty :_ 'Lurur 
~ Dol,'. Dol, Dol, nGie 

Beef steers sold out of first 
hands, Chicago: 

Choice and primo ••••••••••= 
Good ••••••••••••••••••••••= 
Medium •••••••••. • •••••••••• : . . .. ~ .. 
Common ••••••••••••••••••••= 
All grades ••••••••••••••··= 

Good, grade covts, Chicago •• •• : 
Vealers: Gd. and ch., Chicago.: 
Stocker and feeder s~ers, •••= 

Kansas City •••• · ••••••••• ••.: 
Av.price rec'd by farmers: •••= 

Beef cattle •••••••••••••••••= 
Veal calves • • •••••••••••••• •.•: 

Hogs 
Av. market price, Chicago: 

Barrows and gilts ••••••••= 
SOWS •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e e •: 

All purchases •••••••••••= 
Av. price rec' d by farmers for : 

hogs ••••••••••••••••••••••••= 
Av. price rec'd by farmers for : 

cornl/ •••••••••••••••••••••= 
Hog-corn price ratio 1 U. S. '!:1_ : 
Sheep and lambs 
LQmbs,-gd, and ch,, Chicago •••= 
Feeding lambs, gd, and ch., Omaha 
Ewes, gd. and ch., Chica@O •••.: 
Av, price rec'd by farmers:, , . 

12.01 
10,52 

8,94 
7.59 

10.47 
7.38 

10,34 

8,36 

7.41 
8,72 

. 7,97 

7.59 

62,9 
12,8 

9,82 
8,70 
4.4-3 

17,30 16.89 17448 
16,00 15,84 16,54 
14,12 14,31 15,26 
11,73 12.16 12,88 
16,18 15.76 16,59 
14,01 14,45 14.27 
15.12 15,60 15.40 

13.07 13,47 15.13 

12.10 12 .so 13.18 
13,20 13,57 14.18 

14,75 14.74 14.34 
13.99 14.00 14:.09 
14.66 14,70 14.78 

14,00 1'1,02 14.22 

109o7 107,7 121,33 
12.8 13,0 11.8 

15.48 16,13 15,95 
12.70 -

7,69 8e64 8,05 

Sheep •••••·•••••••••••••= 4,20 ·a,35 ·6,76 6.87 
Lrumbs •••••••••••••••••••= 8,28 13,00 13,52 13.72 

Index retail meo.t prl ces jj •• ••: 100 .. 9 131.1 V'il.O 
Index income of industrial : . .. 

17.15 
16.16 
14,60 
12,36 
16,58 
13.98 
15.40 

13.73 

13.40 
13,80 

14.75 
14.00 

'14.69 

14.10 

111.0 
12,7 

16,02 

7,90 

~17.33 17,67 
16.55 16,98 
15.31 15._86 
13.34 13.73 
16.77 17,30 
14.23 14.~ 
15,45 15 •. 99 

15.82 15.?2 

13,80 14.10 
14.40 14,80 

14.85 14.85 
14.10 14.10 
14.81 14.77 

14.30 11,30 

135.0 142.0 
10,6 10,1 

16,89¥6.42 

7.97 8,54 

7,06 7.24 
14,10 14.30' 

133.4 

_wo~kers 5/ ••••••••·•••••••••= 120,4 285.7 324.5 - 310,9 240,2 
_ ~umber slaughtered u:=der Federal inspection and r.nrket statistics ---

:Thous, Tho•s,- 'l'hous. Thous';"Thous. Theus, TheuS'; 
CQttlo•••••••••••••••••••••••••=r~;999 141 538 61 729 4;772 l 1 060 676 451· 
~Qlvos • ••. • •••••••••••••• ••• ••: 51 571 7,020 3 1 062 2_.,493 486 402 294 
heep and lambs •••• ••• ••• ·~ ••• :171 609 21 1 220 101 656 l0 14o2 1 1 906 1,3'74 1 1 678 

Hogs•••••••••••••••••••••••••••=41 1 223 401 960 21,863 23,568 3 1 382 4 1 149 2 1 316 
Air; live weight of hogs,. -ib... -lb.- -lb.- -lb.- -lb.- -lb- -lb-

:murke ts • •. • ••••••••••••••• : 26'9 2'6T 2"5fj 279 248' 271' 
l?e:rcent packin-g sows aro of .. : Pet. Pet. Pet, Pet. Pet, Pet. Pet. 

o.ll purchases, 7 mo.rkots • •• •: ,--;-- g- -g-- r- ~ r- r-
~Couts per bushele 
pounds of 1 :i.. ve hogs • 
y 1935-39 • 100, 

a: 
27...,,...,.,N,...um"'"'ib,-cr _o.,.f_,b,..~~:-lshels of corn cqui7o.lent in vaiuc of 100 
!( Spring lrumbs ~Bureau of Labor StQtistics, 1935-39 • 100, 
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The Cotton Situation 

:BAE "SITTJATI0~11 REPOR!§_ 

(Monthly) 

The Dairy S.i tua tion . .. ' ~ ~ . . . 
T~e Dewa,~a· and ·:Price Si tUa.ti.on 

The Farm Income Situation 

The Fats ~nd Oils Situation 
. ' ··'t· '\ ,( • ... _.~ ': • ·• ~r ]• • 

Th~ Food Situation· 

' ... 
Th~ Fruit•Situation ' ' 

The ~ivestock ana Wool Situation 
' . . 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(M0nthly) 

(Month-ly) 

( Mon·thly) 

· · (~-e.te~i~) .. 
' . ' " . ... ,. . . 

~he Marketing and Transpor·tation Situation .. 
(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

The National Food Situation 

Tlfe Poult'ry Rnd 'Egg Situation 

The Tobacco Situation 

The Veget"able Sttuation· 

The Whe~~ ~ituation 
' 

The World Sugar Situation . 

· · ·(lvlonthly) 

· ··(Monthly)·· ... 

( Q.uart erly) , 
~ ~ . . . ' 

·(Q,uarterly) ... 

(B:i.-monthly e~cept monthly for 
July ·and August) .. 

(Annually) 

. ' 
Tlie above reports are avRilab.le free upon request. Address requests to 

· Bureau af· Agricultural Economics 
· u. S. Deps.rtli\erit of A~ricul ture 
" \!1ashing-€on 25; ·n. Co . ~ · . 


	00000001.tif
	00000002.tif
	00000003.tif
	00000004.tif
	00000005.tif
	00000006.tif
	00000007.tif
	00000008.tif
	00000009.tif
	00000010.tif
	00000011.tif
	00000012.tif
	00000013.tif
	00000014.tif
	00000015.tif
	00000016.tif
	00000017.tif
	00000018.tif
	00000019.tif
	00000020.tif
	00000021.tif
	00000022.tif
	00000023.tif
	00000024.tif
	00000025.tif
	00000026.tif
	00000027.tif
	00000028.tif
	00000029.tif
	00000030.tif

