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Meat production, after reachingapeak of ov-er 21J billion pounds in 19ij.3 and 191JIJ, 
is now trending downward. Output in 19lj.5 was estimated to be 22.9 b i 11 ion pounds I dressed 
meat basis. Meat production in 19~6 probably will be moderately less than in 191J5, with 
decreases occurring in beef and veal and lamb and mutton. Pork producti?n is lik~ly to 
be moderately greater than in J9lj.5, partly as a result .of a 12-percent Increase 1n the 
fa)l pig crop last year. 
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SUM!IlUlY 

A productiolln of meat nearly as large as the ?2.9 billion -9nunds pro­

duced in 1945 (whnlesale weight) is no1-or f,.,recast f0r 1)4t). This wmli be 

about t'IIJO bill.inn pmmds less th:::m the record ~mtput of 24.7 billinn a.chiE'ved 

in 1944. Pork prnducti0n is li~ely to b8 larser this year than last, while 

nut~ut nf beef 1 venl, qnd l2nb ~robPlly will be less. 

Snaller pork ~roduction in 1947 and :-'1 Ctl")\"lll\;"1rd trend in beef and J.p_mb 

production m~v result- in a totf1.1 output ,.,f ne;'"t in 1947 a-1:; least a bi lli'ln 

pounds less than in 1946. 

Higher ?rices and s~aller su~nlies 0f feed . 
grf'uJ.llS and other cnncentratee 

cnnpared with a yenr en.rlier are likely to re~ult in relatively large uarket-

i1~s late this year 0f 1946 spring uigs, and ~so in a uuch snaller pig crop . 

in the fr:.ll of 1946 than in the fa.ll nf 1945~ Thr0ug:t December, hog slaughter 

will co!ttinue lar[.:e conpo,red with la~t year. HO\'TeVAr 1 beginnin.<; en..rly in 1947, 

1Y>g sln.Ur~hter will b8 less thnn that of ern-responding nonths nf 1946 because 

ijf the anticipnteci. m-:~all ·oronortion of the sprin.o: :pig cron renaining for 

mn,rk:ct n.ft:r Dece:aber. The reduction in hng slau,c;hter pr,.,bnbly \'li11 become 

r.lost :pronoUl:c ed in the r-rpring nnd s1..u:mP.r next :Ienr, when 1946 fall pigs 

reach l:-tarket weights~ 

•·· 
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The nunber 0f hop;s f1laughterecl in 1946 prob'1.bly \.rill be c1rnund 10 

percent grenter than ths 6G.5 nillinn slaughtered in 1945, the result of 

dcla;_;ecl r.w.rkE;tings nf 19115 cpri:J.g ptcs, a 12 pe:r;'cent incronse in the 1945 

f2.ll pig crnp, hm·.r being r.w.rkntecl, nnd early uarketings nf 1946. spring pic;sW' 
' ~ . ~ -

\Vni{;htsof hogs slnu~htered this year, h()wever, will "Verage less than the· 

record v.reights in 1945. 

T0tal cattle e.nd c:::clf slaughter in 1946 :[)robab.ly '"ill be 5 to 7 per-

cent under t:he recnrd slaughter of 34.9 nillirm he<-~d in 1945. With total 

CP.t tle nuubers only sli.ghtly below a yenr e"l.rlier, r.w.rketings t"Jf grass-C~tttle 

nuy be ne.'1-rly as large as 1945. But narketings nf gr."l.inc.fed cattle which 

nornally accmmt for about a third nf the beef supply ( exclucUng VPn.l) vvill 

'be naterially less thnn. the large :1ar1>::etings nf 1945. The nUJ"'lber 0f cAttle 

on feed in the Cr')rn :Selt kpril 1 \'m.s 17 percent below n year enrlier. _Feeding 

nperations will be curtailed r.1nre tt.an usunl this sun.:er n!ld next fall as a 

result of the withd.rawal 0f thei 50-cent producer's su-bsidy June 30, there-

cently 1:ncreased prices ()f fGed crmcentrates, ~md current high prices fnr 

feeder stl')ck. 

Productinn 0f lanb anc1. nuttrm vrill f-.J.l below 191-1-5 levels during the 

seconcl 1'.3-lf-year, reflecting tho 10 :r,:>ercent reduction in the nur.1ber 0f breeding 

moJes on frcrns and ranches Jo.nu:'.ry 1, and. the s1ilistantial drop in this yenr' s 

lanb cro:p. 

Civilian crmsunption nf ner1.t frn:1 Oc·t;nber through !..farch wn.s B5 p"uhrls 

per pe.rson cnr:rp.:crec. with 83 pounds in the sane periocl of 1943-44 and w~.ts the 

largeflt for the six-nrmth period in over 3'1 y8ars. The rate of cnnstll"l'ption 

has declined T.l')clerately since v!inter. At current no0.t nrices, supplies will 

continue less than denand n.t loast thrrmgh the first half nf 1947. 

Uni t'"d States ex:)orts of :.ieri.t this ye~:r- will exceed the 1.2 ·oi lli'm 

pounds (dressed :1ont bnsis) exported ih 1945, but will be MMiclerrtbly beJ.r'lw 

·--the 2.5 bil1i·')n -pnunds e1::-portecl in 194) flntl the L9 billion p"uncs oxu0 rted. 
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iit 1944. After Enropean feed SU!Jplies are restored to a more nearly normal 

level, the United Kingdom vvill be the :princ'i.pal ex-port outlet. At .present 

continental J!lu.rope is importing substantil!l quanti ties of :r:teat from the United 

States;· al_though that area was a, net ex-porter of meo.t in prewar years. 

CommOditY: Oredi t Corporation will continue to purchase wool from d0mestic 

growers until November 1 under the current :purchase p_rogram. Resales to mills 

Pore being made at prices generally com:peti ti ve tO' those .fo.t,, ,imported wools. 

Prices of foreign wool are determined largely by the Erit~sh urogram for sel­

ling Australian, New Zealand, and South African wools. In the new season which 

begins in July, the :British Joint Organization \<!ill rGgulate offerings when 

auctionsare resumed. It will also be urepared to buy :British Dominion wool at 

a 11 stabilization price", jf the wool is not sold to commercial interests at this 

-price or higher. Such action will tE>nd to sunport :.orices in foreign markets. 

United States mill consumption of app~rel wool 1ri 1946 now seems likely 

to be close to the W"rtime annual average 0f alo_:&n~U.11ds,e;':rease bn.sis,and will 

bo much larger th;J.ll in any :previous peacetime year. Weekly average cons1mption 

in March of about 21 million :pounds, greasemsis, \'laS equivalent to an annual 

rate of about 1,100 r.1illion pmmds. Present demand for vmol clothing and de-

mand for fa."brics and clothing for commercial inventory replenishment undl'lubtedl: 

would support a current rate of mill consumpti0n even hi.gher than at present; 

Uni t<:Jd States stncks 0f ::':';):oarel wonl r"'q,ve increased considerably during 

the past year. Stoc~ reported by mills and dealers and stocks held by the 

TTnited State~1 Gnvernment totaled nbnut g35 millirm :pounds, gref'se basis, l)ll 

April 1 compa.red \.,rith 679 million 1}0unds a year e<1.rlier. GovPrnment stocks of 

d0me<-tic >·rool on April 1, totaling a:opr0:cillk'l.tely 460 millirm :1ounds, grease 

basis, were 168 million prlunds larger than a year en.rlier. The 1946 clip is 

no,-.r arriving in v11lume for ap:0re.i sal nnd purchase, and CCC tocks will increa.sr 

rapidly unless sales to mills n.re greatly increased. Marett sales at an anntml 

tate wore equiv~lent to little more than half of expected 1946 domestic pro­
duction. 
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OUTLOOK 

On the basis of slaut;hter in th~ first 5 months of 1946 and cunen·l; 
prospects for the balance of the ye.1.r, ruent production in 191+6 is likely to 
be nP.arly equal to the 19U.5 total, est:l.mated at 22.9 biEion pounds, dresr,ed 
meat basis. Pork production probably will be mot'i.erateJy greater than a year 
earlier, when ou t}ju t was slightly over J 0 billion pouncls. The number of h0."'S 
siaughtPred in 1946 ma~r be as much as 10 percent .greater thllil. in 1945, but _., 
yielcls of porJ: per hog wi:.l be dowa from last ye<:.r because of lighter weigh-~:1 
resulting from higher feed-grain prices and scarcer. supplies of corn. Beef' 
and veal production in 1946 is likely to be 1,.'i thin 5 to 7 percent of tht" record 
output of 191.~5 when approxim.A.t'ely 11.8 bil1i')n :tJOUnds were produced, almoist:··_, · 
50 percent more th~~ the average for i935-39. Lamb ano mutton production-in 
1.?46 wiJ 1 be somewhat less than the l j053 mill ion pounds produced in 191~5. 

Total meat production in the first 5 months of 1946 appn.rently was about 
the saJ!le as a year earlier, with increccsed output of pork largely off-setting 
red,J.ced bAef and veal production. Maat production in nonfed~rall;r inspected 
:plaJlts as,umed l.·ecord proportions ~-n Aarly 1946. 

The tight feed-concentrate r~up:ply and increa£es in ceiling pr5ces. o:f feed 
£>:rains have sharpl~r changed the livestock picture from what seP.med p:t"obabJ.e 
a. fe:w:_manths .ago. The hog-corn -:rrice ratio declinr:d sharpl~· in. Ma,_vo This cam~ 
at n time whc.n hog breeding for fall farrO\ving was in ful1-sw-tng. As a result 1 

the number of fall pigs saved this year \ofiJ.l. be m?.teria1ly less than the 35 __ , 
mi1li0n pigs ~aved jn the fall of 1945. If ho~-; and corn prices continue at 
present ceiling;s during the sumn:er and early fall 1 the hor;:-corn price ratio 
will be about 20 pP.rcent belc•-r thr-: 1925-44 average for that· perj_od.. Su?h an un~ 
fav·orablL> ratio ''ould cause a sharp reduction in hog output, er,pecially if 
ret"LLrn~ to dnir~r :producers are increased o.urint; the second haif of 1946, as . 
nov: seE:ms likely. Because of the relotiveJ.y hir..h corn ~rict:·s, the-proportion 
of the 1946 spring pig crop marketed ;_n Oct0ber-DPcember this ye::1-:r 1 ir:: likely 
to be larger t'har> usual, and considernbl;." l:·.r-e;er than lnst year. Thus even if 
th"' s:prin£>: l1i~ crop of 1946 is· as large ns thr~.t of 191J.5, the numof'r of hogs 
marketed in Janu::~::.-;.'--l•Iarch 1947 -vd.U be less than in thP firGt nuarter· of 1946. 
ThE.: reduced pig cr0p this fr'..ll will be reflected primarily :.n smaller mt<.rket­
in~s of hogs in th0 sprir.f [end SUlllmer of 194 7 than in the spring anr1 summer this 
yer:tr. 

Relatively few cattle are put on grain fePd during ·!;he sprinP,; ano. summer 
and very little grain is used for feeding lambs during those seasons. 

Ce.ttlc and calf slaur~htcr \dll total somewhat less in 1946 than in 1945 • 
and a further moderate reduction is probable in 1947 o Sheep and lamb slaughter 
ha~- c0nt~.nuod lnr.~e during the past four yeE>rs and numbers of sheep on farms 

. -- · • · t te 
have dro11ped sharply, A hnl.t in the do"ms..,.rinf; in sheep numbers would necef\Sl a · 
a sharp reduction in slaugt:J.ter,. Such a re<iuction ma.y occur in 1947 if the farm j 
l~bor supply i.ncr0ases suffici0ntJy and if sheep andlnmb prices rise. 
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TotE11 C~ttle Slnughte~ !:Hrgo Despite Reduction in_ 
InspectPd,_ Slnughter 

Total cattle 1 and calf sl!:'..ughte:r in the first 4 nonths of 1946 c0ntinuod 
at " hi.:::1 r~tte. Fed~rRlly inspected slaughter was reported t0 be 18 pArcr:mt 
less th::m n yonr ellrlier but n substflntial d.brersirm of ct:>.ttle to non-federally~ 
plr nt s occurred cluring this period. Slcmghter supplies of grain-fed cr1ttle 
for t!:c> yor:.r, <"s e t.,rh~le will be less than in 191.1-5, but the nunber 0f i':rnss-fnt 
CC".ttlc sl:'.w:htered in the lnte su::xwr And fall nay not bf, greatly different frou 
the lP.rc=;e sll'lught er 0f 1945. 

:Sluosten pnstures in Kap.so_s rmd Oklah'lnP [•rG '.~Tell r,tockt>d with cnttle thi 
ye,~r, t'nrl prospects f0r spring <'r..cl sur.mer grazinr.; in thone c-reas nre p;oo·~ to 
excolbnt. Most of the cnttlo from these pastu.ros r-re usually nnrY:etP.d prior 
to tho peak n0venent of .a:rnss-cattle nr·rketin.:~s, which n0rr.1(111y occurs in Octobo 

Grain Feeding of Cattle Lo\.,rer This YeBr Than Le.st 

The nmnbor of cattle on feed in the Corn Bolt on April 1 ".rns estimrtod 
to "be 17 -percent (around 350 9 000 heAd) less th:.'ln £>, y0f·.r earlier. This percent­
age reduction \•'RS the lP.r.gest on record except for the yec•rs follo.,ring the 
droughts of 1934 fl.nd 1936. The sh~rpest reduction ~n tho number of crt t.le on 
food April 1 this yeP.r o.~curred in the 6 •tlestern Corn :Selt Stf'tes, 'l}rhp,r.::; numbnrs 
wer0 do 1~'l1 abont 20 percent. With the recent shE'.rp ndvvnc0 in feed prices [nd 
the uncertainty as to price ceilings And subsidies, the n1Jl!1bcr of crttle put 
on feed in t~e nex:t 6 !Tlonths me.y be sh:::rply reduced. The discontinurmce on 
Juno 30, 1946 of tbe 50-cont per 100 pound subsidy on sales of hi~h0r-gr~de 
cattle ,,rill be r1nother factor tending to discourr.ge feeding. 

Unless feed-grrtin product'ion is unusually large this yerr or unlE:sn there 
is a shRrp drop in feeder co.t~le prices, the movement of cnttle to fer-dlots 
in the fall ~-ri 11 be· restricted f'nd meny feeder-type cntt 1e tht't normally 1>roulci 
be gr.~cin fed 1.<rill go straight .to sl<mghter. A relr.ctively narro"r spreP.d br:hrRen 
prices of feeder P.nd fnt cattle has existed since l,nst fr.ll. FeP.der-cn.ttlo 
prices hnve continued Pt recorcl levels,, 11Thil~ prices of fed cr~ttle hPVG boc-m 
held ::.t levels only sli,o:htly A.bove 1945: 

Hog slnughter under ::Federal inspection in Janu ry-April totchd 17.1 
million head, 13 percent greeter thnn f.\ YF:Flr er'rlinr "but other,rise tho lowest 
since 1941. l11:rketing's hit a seu"sona'l iow in l·,t,e 1'-L".rch but incrcrH>cd somr .. 
wh0.t in April c.nd er-rly 'Mf'~r f'.S nl"rketings of fnll pir,s ~';Ot undE'r'r~ny in volume. 
Hog sl<'W:htcr during the romdnd.er of 1946 prob£':bly -will continue lr·rr:.~-r tn.."n.t:t 
yer:.r ot~rlier. The 1945 fall piE; crop w1s F percont grer•ter thrm n y('c;r e··rllr 
Hogs from the 1946 spri:df:!: crop r'ro likely to be m;·rkoted e:•rli.:-r than thor;e fro. 
the 1945 spring crop, reflecting smellAr supplier. ;onc'i bi~-:bcr pricn1 of corn dur 
ing the summer and eP.rly fl'lll th<~n n yr:;c r rp;o. Totnl slnughter of hor-s for t~e 
yenr mBy b c around 10 percent grent er thrJn the 68.5 million hPad slrcueht rr 8 d 1 n 
1945. . 
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LAlllb and mutton production through ee.rly April Wt:!.S greater than n year 
earlier as a result of a large movement of grain-fed la.mbs end sheep, including 
breeding stock,. end heAvy markF.lt 1•reights of lambso Et-ra slaughter, though some­
whnt reduced, COntinued .to "!!ake Up a larger-than-usun.l :!'l'Opor+.ion of the \otal 
slaughter. Mar.ch and April wer-e genl3rally rather fe.vor~.ble for the development 
of tho early la.ptb crop, and tho condition of et>rly l!:.mb:; on Mey 1 was above 
averttgc for that dP.t e. 

Lamb slFtughter beginnine, in May fell belo•.-r a yeflr .ePrlier. Slcnlghter is 
likely to continue below 1945 for the remainder of the year, chiefly reflecting 
the 13-pcrcent reduction in tho early spring crop and a probable reduction in 
the late crop of lembs. Tho total lamb crop will be meterially less than the 
2g •. 2 million head of 1945. Tota.1 slaughter of sheer;> an&. lrunbs in 1946 m'3y 
be· the smallest .since 1<?41. 

Civilian Me~.t Supplies Le.:r;-ge; 
Demand ~ Exceed Supplies 

During the last auarter of 1945 an·i thA first quarter 0f 1946, meat 
production 11ms At a high level. sec-:md only to the corre~onding period of 1943-
44. Nev~rtheless, supplies were insu;f'ficient to meet "jhe strong demand at 
ceiling prices. •·iilitr- ry pu.rcha.ses ,,,ere she.rply reG.uccd during this period; as 
a result, disappearance of meat into civilian channels during th€ 6-month period 
was approxim2tely 85 pounds per capita two pounds greater than the wartime high 
attained in ·the fRll and "torinter of 1943-44. Store.gc holdings of meat increased 
less thrm seasonl.'llly in 'la.to'1945 and eE:rly 1946. . 

~able 2; • ~otal and per c~pita ~ivili~n-consumption of meat, dressed 
meat basis, Unite!d Stfltes, 1935-39 avere.ge, 1940-45. 

- ..,...._ --- Total Per capit"'. • 
• :Lamb Pork, • All : : Lamb : Pork : All Year . . 

• exrlud., : Beef : Veal : and :excluding mep_ts= Beef Voal : and · ng •meats 
:mutton:. lard :mutton : lflrJ 

. . - -:Mi:j..lb.Mil.lb.M11.lb. Mll,.J.b. Mil. lb.Pounds Pounds Pounds ~QJJ.nslfol PQJl.D!ill : ' 

1935-39i 7,111 1,038 868 7,286 16,303 54.8 8.0 6.7 56.1 125.6 
:>.ve:rrw;e: 

• . 
54.7 6. 6 72.4 141.0 1(;4o ••• : 7~265 978 874 9;615 18~732 1·3 

1941 ••• : ~~024 1,00~ 906 8~830 18,763 60.5 7. 6 6.8 66.5 141.4 
1942 ••• : S~lo4 1;05 948 8,139 18,245 61.2 8.0 7.2 61.5 137·9 
1943 ••• : 6,434 1,028 824 9,380 17,666 49.6 7·9 6.4 72.4 136.3 
1944. u : 6~ 905 1,466 865 9,949 19,185 53o4 11.3 6.7 77.0 148.4 
1945. ~ : 7. 617 1,502 928 7,811 17.858 58.7 11.6 7.2 60.2 137·7 

• 
'[[P;e 1i~in{'.:i:-y 
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Meat sup:pliN'· will ~.ecline until late sur.uner ::1.s l'rocluction decreases 

seasonally. Although civilian supplies will bu greater than a ydc-~r ago, 
supr)lios will nnt be Jarc;e onough in the rer.lE~ini'1{; n'mths of the year to fill 
all denanf'_s n t cun·ent rotail prices. Per CD.l)i ta civilian neat consunption for 
FJ46 nay be 145 to 150 pounds (0re~sec". 1:1eo.t bo.sis), 7 to 10 poun<'l.s greater 
than in 1945 cut 15 to 3) pr·uncls less thnn potential c1enanc1 at currently re­
j•Orto.i rGto.il Jlrices. Distri'·ution for neat to civiliu.ns was C(")ntrolled by 
m.tioning in 1945. A1 though supplies will be la.reer in 1946, they will not 
'l:lc so \vcll ,l_istribute:~ anon;:>; users ancl by geographical areas. 

Hilitary :rurchnses of ne.::tt (clressec1 carcass equivalent) are not likely 
to cxcee·~- GOO nillion :;_:ouncls this :rear conrarei 1N'i th net J1Urchases of aiJ:proxi­
nately 3·~ billion poun<'l.s in 1945. But exports ano shil)f."lent fron the United 
Stotcs na~r l)e s · iewhat lar,c;er than tl'le 1. 2 bHlion pound.s exported in 1945. 

Cns~1. In com: Fron Neat Aninals in 1?46 to 1:.e Near 1)45; 
Sales Re<'tucoC. But Pri_c0~ Higher 

Cash receirtn fro!! farn narketings of neat aninals reached a-record 
high in 1943 cf 5,865 nillion r1ollars, alnoat 2-1/2 tine~ as {;root as the 
19 37-41 average. Recoirts dcclinec~ to 5, 702 nillion c1_ollars in 1944 but 
increast:r'l t0 5, G26 nillion c'l.ollars in 1945. 

. Cn.sh receipts to farmers frmn ~Ales 0f no;•t o.ni.r.nls in 1946 pr11htly 
1onll be close to the estin11.tecl 5,826 million dollars of 1945. Because nf 
smaller marketings of c<>.ttle Bnd lanbs fArm sales may be reduced 3 t0 5 percent 
from those nf 194~. Mcn.t-~·minal prices l'l.Vemged higher· than a ye..,,r eA.rlier 
thrnu.e:h May. If :nrice ceilings rm r1rr1ts and neat animals are continued !l.t pro• 
sent levels in the secnnd ~~lf ,.,f 1946, prices of meat animals for the yearare 
likel,y to average higher th.'ln in 1945, nr arnund 80 -percent above the 1937-41 ·. 
avcrn.:-:o. 

Prices r(~cei ~:er. by f2.rners for all noa t nninc..ls a.s .a group in April 
and Na~r t!1is year were s.lir,htly hir;lc.er than a. year earlier ['..nc'_ were exceeded 
<;nly in the s 1-·rihr.: and sur:1r.er of 1919. Prices wert':.. well above parity for ail 
~-pecie~>, excert sheer" Ho~ :;;rices were tl-_e ld:;hest since 1917-19. Cattle 
Ilricos 1:fe1·e the hit;hos t on recorcl. Unit returns fro!! sales of lanl1s, inclucl­
iEg : rorlucors' snbsic1iAs, eJX:ceeded those of 1917-19, tho previous record. 

MeDt-Aninal Procluctio'1 on Fn.rr.s 
-rn_ 1945 the Frmrth Lo.Jir;l810~ Recor(: 

JJiYo 1·rei~h t r.rncluct:l.on of ner:.t tini:t['..ls on farns, ivhich reached a low 
of 2';.2 llilJion pouy~r~s in 1937 following th0 nif.:-1930 droughts, increaeecl 
:'~rea U:r in tho follov!inr; 6 yearB. Pror.uctio:Y'I exceeded 40 billion pounds f0r 
the first tine in 1942 arvl reache,'l_ n. r·ocorcl_ high of l.~6.3 billion y>ou:r..ds in 
1~!43. Total }cr'l,~uction o:f noc .. t aninals cleclinec".. in 1944 --ncl 1)45, nestly be­
cause of a decrease in hop, J'roduction. 

Meat-anina.l 1'Jrnrl.uct:i0n rm farr.is anr,_ ranches in 1945 totaled 40.2 bill~On 
l>Ouncls, livm•roir~ht -- the; fourth lar,.,.est on record. Proc1.uction of cattle an 
' . 0 s 
calves at 19.0 'billion pounds was slightly lo.rger than a year earlier and wa 
the e.;reatest ever proclucecl. Hog ~-rod.uction, estir:1atec~ at 19.2 billion :p~unds, 
wns the snallest since 1)41. Sheep anri. lanb production was the lowest s1nce 
1937. 
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Table 3.- Cash income, sales, and prices received by fanners for meat 
animals, 1937-41 average, 1942-l.J5 annual, a.."ld forecast 1946 ---- -- -- ---- --- ·--- -- --~ -- ---

Item : Unit ~ l937-4l ~ 1942 : 1943 ~ 1944 ~ 1945. ~.(~~;~cast 
. , ~verage, . . . 

-- -· -- --·- --- -· -- --·-· ---· --- -' - ---· - ---
CF.sh rece iptsfi::"om : ' 

farm marketings: 
Cattle and calves •• :Mil.dol.: 1,358 2,293 2,5Sl 2,604 3,219 . 
Hogs ••••.. -~ ........ ~ 11 11 : 949 2,192 2,942 2~813 '2,288 
Sheep and lall}D s •.•• ; 11 11 : __ 1~ 307 ___2!±_2 __ _3Q3 _ _TI2_ ___ _ 

:____b_491__4.J9g_ _5~ 5,_7g.Q___5 ,826 __ 2._800_ 
SaJes. of mPat ~;~.nd 

meat an~mnls: ·: 
Cattle and calves : 

(live weieht oasis):Mil.lo. 
Hogs (live ~ei~ht : 

b • ) , It II 8::Sl.S ............. . 

Sheep and lafub s ·, : . . 

17,890 21,142 21,424 23,589 26,290 

12,642 16,697 21,358 21,411 16,175 

(live weight oasis): "· " :_~411._2~ 3.039~8gs__2~ :----­
: _ __3_"h_OC3 4o, 786 4~ .821___ir_,_sgs_Jts. 2q2 _ 4 3 .soo 

Averqge price received : 
by •fanners gj ~ : 

Beef cattle (100 1b): 
Veal -calves (100 lb.): 
HOf'S ( 100 lo~.) , ...• : 
Sheep (100 lb.) .•.• : 
Lambs (TOO lb.) •••• : 

Index of -prices 
received by farmers, : 
all meat animals 3} .. : 

Dol. 

" 
" If 

" 

. ' 

7.41 
8.72 
7-59 
4.20 
8.28 

12) 

10.62 11.90 10.80 12.10 
12.45 :!.3.50 12.50 13.20 
13.04 13.70 13.10 14.00 
5.78 6.57 6.01 6.35 

11.74 12.96 12.51 13.00 

188 209 200 210 220 
__,_____- -- --·-- --·-- -- -- . -- _._· -- --1./ Prelirr:inary. ?} Wei.c:hted av~rag~: 1937-41 j s the simple aveli?-g~ of the weighted 
p.nnuu.l_ aver'l.gO for o:-•ch of thP- 5 yenrs.. 3../ August· 1909-·JU1.y 191<+ - 100. 

Taole 4,- Meat-animal production on farms and ranches, livewei£"ht, United 
St~t e.s, averages 192t~-2S, 1929-33, ~:..nd 193~-38, annual 1939-45 

---,:- -- --- -- ---- ---- --- --- --- ---
Cattle Sheep 

Year and Hogs and Total 
- ____ : __ c{tlves __ !_ __ ' ___ : __ lambs __ ..:.._ __ _ 

1924-28 averaE:e 
1929-33 ave ra~e 
1934-38 average 

1939 
194o 
1941. 
1942 'I 

1943 
lg~ 
1945 1} 

v----Pl'el~inary,, 
\ 

I•al. lOs. Hil, lOs. Mil. 10§. Mil. lbs. 

12,672 1~ ';00 
.... J.,;./.J 

13,796 16,047 
llL,077 12,583 

15~097 17,082 
\5,583 17,043 
16,718 11,473 
17,967 21.054 
18,707 25,47q 
19,012 20,757 
19,028 19,190 
-------

1,603 
1,906 
1,917 

2,041 
2,087 
2,267 
2,332 
2,134 
1,980 
1,959 

29,674 
31,749 
28:577 

34,220 
34 ~ 713 
36,458 
41,353 
46,311 
41;749 
40,174 
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GOVERNMF.NT ACT. I mrs 

Livestock Sla~ghter Control 
Proe;rn.:ri in Operatirm · 

Follot~ring the estP.blishr.lent of quotas rrn cattle and cl'..lf slaught·c,r b:y 
custom slaughterers April 1 (OPA RMPR 169, A1nendm.ent 69), the Dep:<'rtment :of 
Agriculture and Office· nf :Price Administrn.tion on April 15 -announced. a plan to 
lin it cattle,. calf, and hog slaughter by connercial sJ...qught ere:rs. .The .nb.,jAct 
of the prograo is tci prevenf. undue diversion of ne-at anir.mls. f.roo regulP.r 

,slaughter establistosnts. The program became effective A~ril 28 (except for 
noninspected slA.nghterers whose quota periods began 1!A'.<>.y l)o Controls for 
feclernlly inspected plAnts i'XC contained in 'NFO 75-7, adl~in'istered by thE Dep8rt­
ment of AgricuJ ture. Slnught er controls for non-inspected slPu.~ht erers Fre con­
tained in a. new order, OP.A. Control Order No •. 2. 

The new slaught'er control progran, similar .to OPA1s Cont.r.al Order No. 1, 
whieh was in effect from April 30 to September 8, 1945, sets quotas for c~ttle 
and calf slaughter for individual slcmghterer.s at .lQQ percent of their kill in 
the oonpare:ble ~onth -or accountiP..g period of .1944. Quotas 'for, hog slaughter were 
originally sot at 80 percent of a slaught erer 1 s nonthly kill in 1944. Ho'Jreve:c, 
reflecting the substantial increase in hog-mPrketings an increase in the h~g 
slaughter 'quot'as to 96 percent beginning with the May o.ccounting period \•TB1' 

announced May 13. The nm-r order (WFO 75-7)' .limiib total sl::-ught er in federnll;y 
inspected pln.nt s for- the fil'st tine. 'No quotas Pre set £or. "Certified11 federally 
inspected sl['.ughte·re.rs, as such cnntrnls PTe· specifically prohibited by thE' 
Patman Auen&:lent to .the Price Control Act. No restrictions P.re placed upon 
delivery of neat, as in Control Order No. 1. Slatightor by farTiers is not re­
stricted. 

To inple1:1ent the slaught er .... cont rol pr0gran,' Rocrmstruct i0n Fimmcc Corpor­
ation \ITill withhold subsidy paynents fron s;teughtercrs in violati'1n of quot.r.r:;. 

Pork and L~rd Set-asides Increased 

Beginning May 5, fed?rally-inspected n.nd 11 Certified11 slRughterers wore ro~ 
quired to set· aside for Governaent purchr-tse. a qu.?~tity of :pork equnl to 15 percent 
of liveweight hog slau~hter. The previous or set-aside was 13 percent, The 
lard set aside also wf'.s increased, fron 5 percent to 6 percent' of li veweie-ht 
slaughter. The ·lard set-aside nrovisions "'ere anonded so that rendered. l>:Jrk 
fat as well as lard :r.k'l.Y be deli !;rered to the Governnent. Slaughterers in the 
4. st2.tes, Kentucky Tennessee, ViTginia and West 'virginia, fornerly e::cetJ.pt fron 
the :pork and lPrd set-asides, were requir·ed to set nGide pork productz for ~;ovorn­
.ment purch.'lse beginning Ma.y 12. Seven southern States are now e'xcr.rpt fron the 
pork rmd. ·l~rd reservl"tirm order. -

Feed-Price, Livestock-Production 
Policy Announced; Fall Pig-Crop Qoal Set 

Sharp increases in feod-grnin And protein ... feed prtces effective Ht>.y 13t 
a pric_e policy for feed, and a livestock-production policy were onnounced by 
the Office of Ecrmomic Stabilization. the Dept;trtnent of Agriculture ond the 
Office~ of. Price Administrati'•n Mny 8. . 

'' 
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Authorized b.cref.lscs in :rric~ coilir.:<;s ·m feed ,:;r:=:.i:'J.s pe!·busne). were: 
Corn, 25 .. cents~ 111her:t, 15 cents; on.ts, 5 contn; br·rley, 9 cents; and rye, 
10 cents. The incre:cse in rrr-.1.n-sorghun prices "'ro..s 18 c0nts per hundred.­
weight. The p.;rn.in-price achedul.e is intended t0 coV(!r possi-ole further incre.<lsE 
in p~"rity; it was· st<'ted th['t ·the r..ew price schedule CA,n be €xpected to ccntinw 

. ' . ' without cho:r:"'e A.t least until June 30, 1947. 

The foll01·ring incre<.>.nes in price ceili:cgs for protein feeds, per ton 
~rere D:4.de: Cottrmseed, soybean; linseer1 e:>1d pe::mut meals, $14.00; f~,s~: :;',;~1·, 

d<lr; or). f~c-'' ,..c' r~- 7 c:-c)• f-~ ,_,_,c '7 ::.(' .. '""' i· c-c··~.,-- ] 0.J r·o· c~-,.~ ··;·:;_·-,··:cal cflL'-. - ' .Lt.. ... _ '-' ~- , • • } , ,. ' -- .. :._, - (.• ..... ' .J t . ·'-' v .... - ._ ' ! - • ~ J . ~- .,.. J- .. ' 

0-0.00; ~l•).tc::. feec-:. D.T'_r-:_ nec::.l, $14.00 arf :'lin'J:r neals ant" ·oyprocuct feecls $10.00. 

The policy of the Govornnont no ~c.ccl_ in the 1~ 8 release is to dis­
courage heavy grain feeding of c~ttle and to encourage n~keti!lg of hogs ~t 
ligbter nnrket wei~hts, the production of fewer hogs, and less poultry end eg~s. 
Object is to conserve r,rnin for direct humen consumption. A 1946 fall pig-
crop goal of 31.5 million head was announced by the Dep~rtment-of Agriculture 
May 12. The goal9 10 percent less than the fGll pig crop of 1945, reflects 
the newly-announced policy to conserve ~r~in. · 

No prlce ceiling increases Rre planned for pork, top gr~des of beef, eg~s, 
or po~ltry during the year ~head. except as may be required by c~~nges in 
p~rity as provided by law. Because of the desirability of maintaining milk 
production at a high level, increAses in feed costs will be -considered in any 
further adjustment th1'-t mrcy be provided in returns to dairy farmers. 

The 3o-cent bonus corn purchase program of· the Dep2r~ment of Agriculture 
wn,s terminated May 11. About two-thirds of the auantity called for in the 
original ~,.Ofll was purchased ?.nd 'lll the corn sch~duled ·for export wes obte.ined 
before the program w~:s termin"ted. 

UJ:U'rED STATES .E..':::POR~S A~0 IMPORTS OF lvGAT .'\iw MEAT ANUfALS 

_, -~ E;xport s !2_ 1!.£. LPrge in 1946 ·-. 

United Str.tes· exports of men.t .this year probr>bly wili exceed the 1.2 
billion pounds, dressed. meot basis, exported in 191!-5, bu.t are likely to f~ll 
below those of 1942-44. Exports of me2t, incluclinr shipments to United States 
territories, declinAd ster..dily r>.fter 'Norld ~vrcr 1, reachi:r-t; the very low ~vera.t;e o: 197 million pounds a yenr in 1935-39. Exports rose shrrply "lith the begin­
mng of the. lend-ler- se :pro~rr':rt i:r. 1941, e.nd. re~checi n record high of 2. 5 
billion pounds in 1943 (Tr..ble 5). 



Exports of me:=tt to the u. K. and U. S. S. R. continued relatively large 
in: early 19'46. (Table 6.) E:xport s to other countries, in the first q1.1arter 
of 1946 were greatP.r than in any war 'year. The destir.Ations of meat shipped 
from the United States this yenr v.rill be much different fror: those of 1945 1 

>•rhen the United Kingdom received approximately 40 percent of totFJl exports 
and shipments, Russia. 30 percent, and other countries the remaining 30 per .. 
cent. Under present pll=ms for 1946~ U. K. will receive approxim8tely 20 :per­
cent of the total, Russia ,.,ill receive a much smaller quantity thE.n b. 1945,,'J1cl 
cotth.t.ribs' receiving··me~t .distributed through UNRRA wiJ.l recoi ve almost 40 
percent of the total. Othor major recipients of meat "Jill be France, Belgium, 
and the Netherlands East Indies, SmalJ. quanti ties will be exported to Latin 
American Republics. 

Imports ~ in 1945-46 · 

United States imports of meat, which averaged 262 million pounds a year 
in 1935-39 (dressed meat basis), reached a peak of 315 million pounds in 1941. 
Imports totaled 228 million yJOunds and 246 million pounds, respectively, in 
1942 and 1943, but dropped to practically nothing in 1944 and 1945• Ment 
exports from the principal exporting countries of the 'rrorld e.re under Combined 
Food Bot:rd allocation 5 cmd tho United Stetes ;,rill receive only a very small 
qUc-mti ty of imported ment in 1946. 

EA.":ports of cattle,· sheep, end hor;s from the United States in immediate 
pre\..rar yee.rs were small, !Ulcl e.lthough exports havG increased duri~<s the past 
5 yoarFl, they are still small relativt=~ .to livestock numbers o·r slaughter. 
Exports of slc>.ughter, feeder c:.nd stocker cettle, sheep ;md hoFs go principally 
to Mexico, Canada, and Central Jl.Jnerican Republics. Purebred or improved 
breeding stock are shipped from the United States to othsr countrhs in relo­
tivoly Sl!k.'111 numbers. A rel<etively smPll numb8r of co.t.tle have bcflll shipped 
to Europe by UNRll..A since the end of the war. A strong demand for me:'t in 
Mexico and high livestock prices in thrct country contributed to the .:;xport 
of 19,564 cattle, 4,881 sheep, and 23.324 hogs from thn UnitGd St[lte~s in 1945. 
Co~nrablo everages for 1937-39 .were 3,562 cattle, 1,590 sheep. r.:nd 513 hogs. 

Imports of ct=tttle into the United Stt=ttes in the first 3 nonths of 1946 
were reported to be 180,136 head. Imports hnve. Avorr.ged belo'Jr prewcr during 
the war years, as Mexico h'ls set export quotas nncl Cruw.da has embarr,oed 
shipments of slaughter cattle. I~ports of cntt le by the Unit(~d Strlt,:;s in 
1945 totaled 511,619 of \·rhich lf35,435 were from Mexico. Averc:.ge hrports 
into the United States in 1937-39 '.<rere 569,767 heod., including 321,512 
head from Mexico. 

A record member of sheep CJJ.d lambs entered the United Ste.tes from Canada 
in late 1944 P•nd eP.rly 1945 after the lifting of an embn.rgo on the ship-
ment of slaughter stock from th~t country. The Co.nn.dian Government reinsti­

/tuted the embargo July 6, 1945. 
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i'able!) .- Bltports and imports o1: meats, dressed meat basis, 1899-1945 

B:qlort• ]/ Illlporta 

I 

Yaar 1 Beef and 1 Pork I Lamb I Pork I Iamb .Ul All 
J veal rexo1uding: &ad meat a Beef I Veal 1 e:nluding= and meats I lard I lllltilrm lard mtton 

I 

Million Million M1111on Minion Million ilfilliOD Million Million Million 
P,2und8 Eounds Eounds eound• fOUnds pounds pounds J20UDd8 P,2UDd8 

1899 ••••• 493.2 939.8 o.7 1,433.7 0.4 0.2 Oo5 Oo1 1.2 

1900 ••••• 525.2 a54.1 .a 1,380.1 .7 .2 ·.5 .1 1.5 
1901 ••••• 548.9 865.0 .3 1.414.2 .a .1 .6 .1 1.6 
1902 ••••• 501.6 649.3 3.8 1,154.7 o6 .1 .a .1 1.6 
1903 ····' 530.0 569.4 3.2 1,102.6 .s .1 .9 .2 1.8 
1904 ••••• 457.4 585.1 l.J 1,043.8 .• 6 .1 1.0 .2 1.9 
1905 ••••• 531.8 685.3 1.3 ,,. 1,218.4 .7 ol 1.0 .2 2.0 
1906 ••••• 451.3 728.7 1.3 1,181.3 .7 1.0 .2 1.9 
1907 ••••• 404.0 617.7 1.7 1,023.4 o6 .1 .9 .3 1.9 
1908 ····- 269.8 637.8 2.1 909.7 .s .a o3 1.7 
1909 •••• 1 203o2 491.1 2o'2 698o6 .9 .e .5 z.s 
1910 •••• 1 140.0 331.7 2o5 474.2 1.2 lo2 .5 2.9 
1911 ••••I l23e9 480.6 3.0 607.5 1.3 1.4 .2 2.9 
1912 ••••• Mo5 466.6 5.8 666.9 S~2 1.4 .2 4,.8 
1913 ••••• 66o8 4fQ;3 5.5 651.6 41.9. .6 1.4 .1 44.6 
1914 •••••• 150.4 398.9 4.6 553.9 276.6 3.2 28.3 20.1 328.2 
11)15 .... , 51a.o 931.6 5.0 1,454.6 111.4 1.0 5.8 12.0 130.2 
1916 ••••• 385.4 1,033.3 6.1 l 1 424o8 21.0 .9 1.2 15.8 38.9 
1917 ••••• 488.4 959.9 3.6 1,451.9 51.4 .9 2.9 5.7 60.9 
1918 ••••• 954.1 1,809.7 2.3 2,766.3 375o4 .9 3e8 o6 380.7 
1919 ••••• 406.7 1,895.9 3.5 2,305.1 75.8 1<·9 5.8 8.3 94.8 

1920 ••••• 219.8 949.3 4.0 1,173.1 51.0 9.8 2.5 102.2 165.5 
1921 ••••• 85o1 788~2 y 64.6 927.9 29o6 4o0 ],.1 25.7 60.4 
1922 ••••• 87o9 '753.6 2.1 843.6 33.7 5.6 1.2 12.1 52.6 
1923 ····I 90.1 1,036.7 2.7 1,129.5 29.9 2.8 1.6 5.6 39.9 
1924 ••••I 86l1 767.3 2.0 856;4 u.s 4.6 7.1 2o2 45o5 

- 1925 •.o••l 80 4 578.3 2.0 -660.7 ss.o 3.7 9o3 2o1 48.7 
1926 ••••• 10o6 449.6 1.7 521.9 72.2 3.9 l2o6 3o2 91.9 
1927 ••••• 69.1 344o1 1.5 414.7 133.8 7.6 22o5 2o8 166.7 1928 ••••• 69.0 363.3 1.5 423.8 181.9 s.o 13.4 3.4 206.7 1929 ••••• 63o5 407.6 1.4 4'72.4 245.5 5.2 8.9 4.0 263.6 

1930 ••••• 59o0 339.3 2.1 400.4 134.3 1.9 2.6 .7 139.5 1931 ••••• 58.1 22olo4 1.6 284.1 52o1 .s 4ol .2 56.7 1932 .... , 32.3 175.4 1.4 209.1 63.2 .1 Sol .• 1 69.5 1933 ••••• $9o2 201.8 1.6 242.6 104.3 ol 3ol 107.5 1934 ••••• 55o9 210.8 1.9 268.6 117.8 1o7 119.5 1935 ••••• 52o5 136.2 2.3 191.0 200.7 .2 llol 212.0 . 1936 ••••• . 54e1 118.3 1.9 174.5 225o6 .1 44.9 270.6 1937 . ~···· 50e6 114.4 2.0. 167.0 226.6 .2 80o2 o1 307o1 1938 ••••• 62o6 J.52o5 2o2 207.3 199o6 .l 57.2 256.9 1939 ••••• 52.4 l91o8 2.1 246o3 219.1 .2 44o9 ol 264o3 
1940 ••••• 55o6 1,62.8 2.5 220.8 l67o4 ol 5.9 o2 173.6 1941 ••••• 105.3 668o7 2.9 676o9 302.3 .2 12o4 ol 315.0 1942 ••••• 40.0 1.610.3 2'To6 1.677.8 226.0 .2 1.3 •• s 228.0 1943 ••••• 197.5 2,201.4 ua.o 2,5SOo9 237.8 .2 7.5 .8 246.3 1944 ••••• 138o2 1.,690.2 73.0 1,899.4 5.5 o3 5.8 1945 Y'ol 2&8.8 903.9' 28.9 1,192.6 2o2 2.2 I t Ina u inC I · PJD~U~.t• to United tates territoriello fo: Mostly J/'eexpol'te. 

Prelbd.~~aey. 
Meouraea 1899-1939, U.S.D.Ao Teohnioal Bulletin No. 7641 i'rends in Production and Foreign Trade for 
f'ao a.ts, 1941, page 68, oonTerted to a dressed meat basis £rom Department of Commerce dat&J 1940-46 

om reoorda .and reporta_ of the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Collllll8roe. 
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Table 6·- Exports of meats from the United States to United Kingdom, USSR, and 
other oountrie~excluding shipments to territories- 1937-39 average,l940-48 

1 s 1 1' s Jan •• 
1 Average, 1940 1941 1942 1 1941 l~ 1 1946 1 V~roh Item 
1 1937-391 1 I I I I I 1946 
IThous.lb.Thous.lb.Thous.lb.Thous.ib.Thous.lb.Thous.ih.fhoua.lb.~.lb, 

Beef and Veal 
Fresh and frozen, pickled and cured 1 
.corned beef, beef hash, roast beef and canned beeft 
~~ I 

Fresh and frozen 1 
Hams and shoulders, cured 
Bacon 
Cumberland and Wiltshire aides 
Prokled or salted 
Canned 

Lamb and Mutton 
Sausa~e, bologna and frankfUrters 
Sausage, canned 
Canned meat, other 

237 
1,646 

6,328 
42,868 . 
1,976 
2,478 
1,228 
6,902 

70 
28 
611 

836 
TOTAL I . 63 1 648 

Beef and Veal 1 

Corned beef, beef haah,roast beef and canned beef1 
Pork 

F.ams and shoulders, cured 
Bacon 
Pickled or salted 
Canned 

Sausa~e, bologna and frankfUrters 
Sausa~e, canned 
Canned meat, other 

TOTAL 

Beef a.nd Veal 
Fresh and frozen, pickled and cured 
Corned beef, beef hash, roast and canned beef 

Pork 
Fresh and frozen 
Hl!llll8 and shoulders, cured 
Be.oon 
Cumberland and Wiltshire sides 
Pickled or salted 
Canned 

l.BJub and 161tton 
Sausage, bologna and frankfurters 

·Sausage, canned 
Canned meat, other 

TOTAL 

Beef and Veal 
Fresh and frozen, pickled and oured 
Corned beef, beef hash, roast and canned beef 

Pork 
Fresh and frozen 
Hams and shoulders, cured 
Bacon 
Cumberland and Wiltshire sides 
Pickled or salted 
Canned 

Lomb and ·lb..Itton 
Sausage, bologna and-frankfUrters 
Sausage, oanne4 
Canned meat, other 

TOTAL 

Y Len than 500 lbe. 

·I 

11,686 
670 

9,683 
7,116 
6,760 

'21 
11,460 

1,416 
442 

1,213 
1,490 
1,206 

5l,862 

11,8215 
2,116 

i4,911 
49,984 

7,735 
2,499 

12,688 
8,317 

612 
1,241 
1,643 
2 041 

ii5!4lo 

Compiled from reports of the U • s. Depart1111tnt of Co1!11181'oe. 

80 
297 

7,044 
7,719 
2,618 
6,027 
3,439 
4,022 

24 

3 
469 

30,732 

16,829 
448 

32,766 
9,611 
6,666 

3 
12,340 

2,689 
691 

1,936. 
1,264 
1,463 

85,486 

Total, 

15,909 
746 

39,810 
17,330 

9,174 
5,030 

15,779 
6,711 

616 
1,935 
1,257 
1 922 

116:217 

United Kingdom 

268 867 26,1115 
7,786 6,002 112 

190 
60,144 
63,608 
4,790 

36,786 
48,767 

11 

71,105 1115,806 
61,926 129,297 
67,084 21,373 

110,249 72,700 
16,478 3,133 

118,680 96,610 
. 4, 636 123,742 

997 176 
141 272 2411 037 1760 903 
43,1~4 23,828 141,676 

USSR 
~,731 

6,384 
29,620 
43,644 
64,631 

674 
122,792 
14,630 

284,906 

other Countries 

19,634 
781 

6,987 
16,660 
10,627 

34. 
26,135 
3,521 

603 
2,602 
2,276 
2,251 

9l,90l 

11,699 
965 

3,~ 
2,967 
6,993 

489 
12,239 
47,317 

632 
2,879 

26,790 
2,214 

117,627 

4,482 

17,662 
16,852 

264,476 
121,767 

198 
191,244 
213,987 
822,666 

10,399 
673 

3,098 
a,oaa 
2,666 

40 
9,716 

25,076 
461 
372 

29,383 
12,443 
96j286 

17,214. 
797 

649,464 
76,920 

116,661 
2,783 

80,760 
18,702 
24,709 

1,092 
26,263 
8,743 

923,986 

77 

33,207 57,866 .v 4 

227,921 
62,745 
10,106 

7,551 
223 

1,146 
8,772 .v 

110 

13,963 
3,264 

64 

72 
8,282 
7,161 

6,584 
43 

34l,780 97,323 

9,421 15,950 

1,706 
40 

6,583 
69,256 

616,337 269,l67 93,535 

8,186 22,089 109,403 
1,764 29,337 52,062 

1,801 
2,967 
1,346 

837 
2,224 
2,169 

1,334 
1,144 

:soo 
JJ 

1~,057 26,425 4,395 
40,269 23,638 10,953 

603 1,051 478 
492 576 345 

35,494 10,465 15,325 
3,378 133,399 183,690 

112,346 252,210 379,429 

all countries, exo1. u.s. territories 

19,792 
8,567 

12,666 
8,698 

36,612 
6,267 

25,399 65,296 167,269 
2,638 38,758 68,016 

7,177 74,549 318,903 551,265 228,758 15,297 
66,794 71,266 148,991 81,552 66,604 4,428 
74,136 92,697 40,880 121,964 32,267 364 
4,824 110,738 72,740 2;783 7,551 JJ 

62,921 71,361 267,325 247,344 107,668. 4,467 
521 276 230,628 242,442 121,448 72,S21 20,941 

614 5,167 124,193 261 312 9082S 7,639 
2,602 4,550 ·745 2,006 584 385 

76,548 390,619 396,630 265,896 91,804 28,492 
46 386 40 ~72 368 306 215 063 161 723·252 989 

421!537 i•u3!3il2,o2i!833 1,652!676 ·8ss!l57 570;2s1: 
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Table 7•- United Statee exports of cattle,.sheep and hogs from the United States. 
1937-39 average, 1940-46 

Average 1 J I January-
Country of destination 1937-39 I 

1940 I 1941 I 1942 1943 1944 I 1945 March 
1946 

~ ~ ~ ~ Number ~ ~ ~ 

Cattle 

Mexico 2.172 2,271 3,940 4,1!!4 4,003 7,988 11,424 .. 
Venezuela 277 103 84 8 36 336 1,882 
Panama Canal Zone 107 299 261 37 202 203 
Cuba 243 261 166 287 6 41 67 
Canada 216 126 251 190 106 226 197 
Chile 30 87 3 l 
British lllalaya 72 66 92 
Panama Republic 89 5 3 157 88 
Other countries 356 5,703 

Total I 31 562 3,892 5,762 4,834 4,402 10,2l5 19,564 9,554 

Shee:e anti lambs 

• Mexico 690 778 1,1554 1,277 2,471 23,617 4.605 
C&IW4a 263 40 18 123 31 186 11 

·Venezuela 33 1,041 
China· · &25 
Japan 119 
Other countries 70 31 40 4 21 22 265 

~~tal I 11 590 844 1,612 1,404 2,523 24.866 4,881 362 

. t'-· Hogs 

Cllllda 269 1,004 2 3 20 315 9 
Jfexioo 49 86 478 42 549 27,901 23,042 
Otht;jo, countri• 195 222 211 84 44 288 l!73 

To~l I 513 1,312 691 129 6l3 28,504 23,324 2,770 
I 

Compi~ed from.~oreign Commerce and Navigation of the United St~tes and other offioial records of the 
Dep~t of Commerce. 

Table. S •- United States imports of oattle, sheep and hogs for consumption and breeding• 
1937-39 average; ·1940-46 

Average I I January-
Country of origin 1937-39 I 1940 I 1941 I 19&2 1943 1944 1945 March 

1946 
Number Number Number N11iiilier Number NUlriber NUlliber Number 

~ 
Jlexieo 321,612 411,445 496,384 455,623 587,936 301,126 436,435 148,623 
CIDU& 245,838 232,260 252,353 213,139 64,647 57,125 76,110 31,513 
Britieh West Inties 696 
other countries 11722 11631 546 89 27 18 54 

Total lm§l767 8451236 749.282 668.851 6522610 358a269 5111619 180!136 

sheel! and lambs 

Me:a:ioo 3,863 7,847 1,189 2,064 
British Weet Indies 634 
French We•t Indies 190 
C&llll.(a 2,693 3,376 4,326 6,410 3,087 138,544 
O't:her·oountriea 11360 7 29 53 12 125 .. Total g.~!l!rl ~.!1!!!!1! u.l!rl! S146S 41l!RR :£4rJ1 '133 !rl'.r1!4rl il34 

Hogs y (In thous-.n& pounds) 

Canada ,. 5,607 s's ... 81249 10 16 5 16 1 
Me:a:ioo •· ·6 -·. 774 . 82. --Other countries 

.. 
I 63 

Total I 61566 55 92()23 92 !6 5 Is r 
~ I 1 Bxoiuitee a small number for breH.ing. ' 

ompiled from Foreign Commeroe and Navigation of the United States a.nd offioial reooris of the Department 
of COIJIIDeroe o 



MAY-JUNE 1946 

European Meat Production at 
Low Lever-

- lS -

The United Kingdom, the principal meat importing country of the world, 
had pre-wa:r imports of around 3o 4 billion pounds of meat a year. Continental 
Europe, excluding USSR, had a prewar net export balance of 300 to 4oo million 
pounds a year. Only a relatively small part of the United Kingdom's imports 
were from the United States. 

Table 9o- Meat productiona consumption and world trade 
prewar, and estimated world meD.t production 

1944 and 1945 !/ 

====-Pr::.__e;_w._ar ___ __,.. : l§l41i: : 1945 
:Net :ttl'POI' t-s: con:--: Pro due- : Produc-

Country Produc­
tion 

er net sump- : tion tion 
: exports : tion J! JJ 
: (-) E)__: -- ==--=-

:r-fiT:-1b. Mil. lb. Mil.lb. Mil.lb. Mil.lb. 

United States ••••...••.....••••• : 16,182 65 
Canada ........................... 3 •• : 1 41 7 

t I -161 
2,577 3, 382 
2,094 -496. 

United Kingdom •..••.••.•.•.••..• : 
A us t ral ia •.•.....•• ~ ••••••••.••• : 
New Z eal and • • • • • • • • . . . • . • • • • . • . • : 1,127 -594 
Continental Europe (Excl. USSR) 24.100 -370 
South America •••••••••••••••.••• : 3, 200 -2,030 
Other countries •.••••••••.••••.• : 10,10 3 . . 

To tal lj;} •••..•........••...• : 65, soo 
!/~l~~c~--rc~eat excluding edible-offal:­
~ Or apparent disappearance. 

-- ---

16, 303 24, 64B 22, S9l 
1,256 2,620 2,4Ds 
5. 913 

2,016 1,598 2, 321 
533 1,104 1,173 

23.-TJJ 17,040 13,150 
611170 8,500 7, soo 

bb';lOo 59, 300 

~/ Preliminary. 
TJj Total includes 4o cou..n.tries, '.vhich in 193B produced 66.3 billion pounds 
of meat out of an estimated_ total of 7C billio:1 pou.."YJ.ds for 67 countries e:x:clu 
ing China. 
Foreign data from Office of Foreign Agricultural Relntions, USDA. 

Hog nunbers in Europe (including U.K. and Eire but excluding Russia) 
in earl~r 1946, estimo.ted at n.round 46 nillion head, were 57 percent less than 
the average for 1936-40. 2'·:)tal hog nunbers in the United Kingdom were less 
than half as large as pre\\~r. Hog nw.bcrs in Eu.rope declined sharply during 
the wnr, chiefly becaune of ·". lack of i.r.rnorted feeds. The present world shor 
age of feed and food grains will prevent- any great increase in hog nunbers 
on the c0ntinent and in the United Kingdon in the next year or two. European 
hog nunbers also declined during the first World iller; it was not until 1926, 
or B years after the Arr:dstice, that nunbers v.'ere restored to about the prewar 
level. Mtat production Europe, exc1udir g the Soviet Union, was es tino.ted to 
be 57 percent of prevm.r in 1945. conpared witn 71 percent of prewar in 1944. 
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The number ·of cv.ttle :Ln cor,tinA:ntal Ellr0:oe in 191+5 WcJ.S estimated to 
be less th.a.ll' 90 percent of 1336-40, 8.1 thousl:. cattle mu1~ers in the United. 
:xtngdom were _aro~d 10 J:0l'C')Xlt greJ.t.er than rre',mro Some incree.se in Enropean 
wttle numbers, mo':l tly dairy stock» is ex:pectcd +.hin yr:ar • 

1935-44 av.; 128 
945 : 163· 
946 : 144 

105 
124 
150 

112 
122 
118 

lJ.O 112 
118 126 

17--l.. : 
:J :Tna.d.jus ted for s ea.scmnl v:::1.ri:>. tion-.-

5. 393 
,.. \'81 "), '+ 

s, 6 39 
), 61_:1 
5. '513 
5,184 
. ' . ;+ 967 
LJ-,5 9 
4, 851 
s·fJ"''+ .. t ..._ r .. : .. 

~'i' 30~) 
-----

108 
119 

. 
195~:16,lng 
19:}3:17, 317 
19 34- :lf., 8 30 
19 :~5 :14 '423 
l33f :16,762 
lq37:15,709 . 1938:16,1179 . 

. 1 ":) -q ·17 r::. -w 
' o ~ ). " I t ~· •. 

: 192.~0 :18,995 
1941:19,493 
1942:21, 7·5g 

: l]l~--s:24,1j6 
: 1 :)ld+; 24, 670 
.YJ.9'+5 :22, S91 
!/1946: ~ , .:-00 ... '-* -t • . ..J I 

~ 

----

102 
113 

111 124 
121 133 

10, 756 
11,651 
14,123 

9,424 
11,387 
10, 512 
10,983 
n~ 6oc; 
12,855 
13, ~ 33 
1~ 456 '), 

16, 83(. 
17 f 92 ~ 
15, 363 

148 1lJ.6 
172 172 

5,662 
5,656 
4,707 
4,99g 
5, 37S 
'5 f _;;11' 
5' 1.~96 
5,927 
6,140 
6,060 
6 ";~") ' '"~~c... 

~' 7,0 ~ 
'746 

7,528 

135 
151 
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Livc'ctock pricw~ per 100 :pounds (except whr-.-re noted), marketings and 

slaug}l.ter statisti cr., by species, April. 1946, with comp:lri'36ns 
PRICES 

-- ---- ·-- ------ .. --- --·: b~~·~:Av_rn _:l'§lT.s:. : ·· 1q4c- -
Item 

1944 ! 1945 :1946 !April !Feb. :March. :April 
-------- -- _...,:._ ----=-· . . . . . 

DIH. Dol. Dol. Dol~ Dol. pol. Dol, 
cf1.t:tle o,nd calves 
Bepf st-;:,rs- sold out of fird 

hands, Chicago: : 
Choice and 1rime ..•.....••• : 
Good .. . , ••••••••••••••.•••••• s: 
l .. Iedi 1..liO. ••••••••••••••••••••• : 

Oolillllon ..•••••.•.••••••••••• ~ 
All grA.des ••..••••••.•••••• : 

Good, {-:rn,de cows, Chicago ••••••• : 
Vealers: Gd.. and ch., Chicago ••• : 
Stocker and feAder steer~, . : 

16.ig 
15. 7 
13.45 
11.51 
14.97 
1"2.68 
14.50 

Kansas City .••.....•.......•.. : 12.59 
Av. :;>rice rec 1d b;)T farmers: 

Beef ~attle .....•......•.••.•• : 11.72 
v,,,),l calv•'s •••......•.•.. ~ .•• ;·: .. 1}.08 

BoPs 
Av. market ·•rice, Chic'lgo: . 

Farrbws and gilts ....•••••• : 13.70 
-Sows •......•... : .••......• u: 12.70 
All ·mrchat;eP .....••.• ~ .••• : 1-3.51~ 

~v. price rec 1 d by fnrmers for 
hogs ............................ : 1·2. go 

Av. orice rec 1 d by farmers for : 
corn 1/ ....... · .............. -... : 

Hog-corn ~]rice rr-ttio, U.s. 2/ .• : 
Sheep and lambs -
Lambs, gd. nnd ch., Chicago ••••. : 
Feed.ing lambs • gd. and ch., Omaha.:· 
Ewes, gd. and ch,, Chicago •••.•• : 
Av. :price rec 1 o. b;<-' f:;1rmers: • 

11j.S 
11.4 

16.1t: 
13.03 

S.56 

16 .74 
15.67 
14.14 
12.02 
15.48 
14.53 
15.68 

13.22 

J2.05 
13.45 

"14.74 
14.oo 
14.69 

l3.q?-' 

106.3 
'13.1 

16.46 
13.68 

3,gg 

Shee~p ••..................• : 6.61 6.70 
Lambs ••••••.............•. : 

Index retail meat ,rice~}/ ••••• : 
Index income of tndui!trial : 

13.20 13.5? 
130.5 130.6 

17.46 
16.42 
15p09 
12.56 
16.36 
11+.12 
15.23 

11+.34 

12.30 
13.98 

llt.84 
J.l.J..03 
14.78 

14.13 

112.8 
12.6 

15.60 
15.16 

7.94 

6. 73 
13.43 

17.27 17.46 . 17-35 :17,24 
16.11 16.36 16.37 . 16.46 
11+.47 14.96 15.17 15.44 
12.47 12.32 12.84 ,. 13.21 
16;14 16.14 ."16;-26 16.56 
ll.f.. 94 13.6l.l. 14.37 14.44 
16.68 14.99 15.66 15.50 

13.90 14.71 15.22 15.86 

13.10 12.60 13.10 13.70 
13.90 13.90 14.10 14.30 

14.75 14.8'5 14.35 14.35 
11.~. 00 14.10 11~.10 14.10 
14.71 14.77 :i.4.f5o 14.81 

14.10 J.l.j.. 20 J.4.20 14.20 

107.0 111.0 n4.o n6.o 
13.2 12 .• 3 12.5 1?.2 

16.82 15.28 15.69 16.53 
14.oo 15.50 15.38 15.30 
9 .lJ.8 7.90 3.01 8.60 

7.17 6.64 6.88 7.03 
13.90 13.30 13.60 14.00 
130.8 131.3 131.3 

work~.rs 1~/~.:..·~· ... ···.:..!..!l...: 33~.-- _33~ ·-== ·V3 219 __ _g}§___-
·--- _Number E;1au£:htGred U!_l.d.er Fed.era1_ inspe'r.ti~n 011·a ~arket .sta tis_tiC£.- -

: Thous. Thoue. ''l':r:~,.,J.s • Thous • · Tho us, . ~· Thou --- --·-...... --· -·~- --• . 
Cnttle ······~···················: 4,179 4,624 3,645 
Ca.lves •....... : · ................. : 2,029 2,054 lv 796 
Sheep and lambs ••....• , .•.•..••• : 6,350 6,9?.6 7,350 
Hogs ....•................•••.••• :28,674 15,106 17;103 
Av. live we-ight -of hogs, . :. Lb. Lb. Lb. 

7 markets •••. : •..•.....••••••••• : ~g 255 ~8 
!Jercent packing ~ows are of : Pet. Pet.· Pet. 

·.all purchases, 7 markets •••••• : 6 ~ ~ 

979 
477 

1, 507 
3,066 
Lb. 
. 266 

Pet. 
-3 

1,015 
"427 

~~196 
4,698 

L'b • 
264 

Pet. ·-5 

904 7+5 
464 '445 

1~97g 1;73~ 
~.636 3, 35S 

.!:.h f0..t. 
2~3 252 

?ct. !:Eh 
-3 2 

..,-- ---- .--_ _.:..:_ . - -----17 Cents per bushel. gj Number of bushcls--;:;f"""Corn-;q:u:l.va1en~vaiile""of lOO· 
pounds of live hogs. lf 13ureau of Labor Statistics, 1335-39 = 100. J::../ 1935-' 
39 .. 100. 
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PRICES OF DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN FINE WOOLS, SCOURED BASIS, 
AT BOSTON, AND SPREAD BETWEEN THESE PRICES, 

19 3 5-3 9 AVER A G E, A N D 1 9 ,_,_ 0 -·4 6 :· 

CENTS 
PER 

POUND 
PRICES Domestic /r Territory, fine combing J 

120 ~---~ r-------------~~~--~--~--1 . .~ •• ----------~------------~ 
,__/ I ~CCC purchase price 

Foreign 
(Australian 64s, 70s, good ~ 

· . ........._ CCC sales price 

100 

80 __ , ..... ,_,_ ... , __ ~ ...... ~ --..... ---- , ,_,, . . - --
60 ' l ~--· ------~~----~------~------------+-------------+-----------~ 

60 

40 

~CCC purchase price --...... -···· 
CCC sales price 

20 

0 
1935-39 AV. 1940 1942 1944 1946 1948 

PRICES OF DOMESTiC AND FOREIGN WOOL COMPILED FROM REPORTS OF THE PRODUCTION AND MARKETING ADMINISTRATION 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. · NEG. 45633. BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE 2. 
As a result of recent reductions in Commodity Credit Corporation selling prices, 

Prices paid by United States mills foi domestic wools are now in mor~ nearly normal· re­
lationship with prices of imported woo-ls than at any time since 1939. he spread between 
Boston prices (scoured basis} of domestic fine combing terr'itory wool and imported fine 
topm•king Australian wool, before payment of duty, was about 25 cents~ pound in April. 
This was about the same as the 1935-39 average spread and was about equal to the import 
dutyof3~ cents a pound with adjustmentforthe better preparationof imported fine wools. 
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THE WOOL SITUATION 

Wool Prices will continue to Depend 
--oil Government Program - ---·----

Prices of domestic wool to United States growers e.ncl to mills Ji at least 
until November 1, 1946, wi 11 continue to be determined by Government's pur­
chase and sales program. Prices to growers will continue about at present 
levels during this period, since the CCC will continue to purchase wool until 
that date under the current purchase progran1. Since November 27, 1845, under 
a policy designed to permit sales of domestic wool at prices more or loss in 
line with comparable foreign wool, CCC has b0en making domestic wool avt:lilable 
to mills at prices much below the purchase price. 

Prices of foreign wool are now largely determined by the pric0s at vh ich 
tho British Joint Organization is selling Auotralian, New Zealand ancl South 
African wooL These prices will remain unchanged through June 30, the end of 
the present selling season in those countriuso Prices after June 30 ·will 
be determined largely by the British program for the new season. The British 
Joint Organization will regulate offerings when emotions are resumed. It will 
also be prepared to buy British Dominion wool at a "a.tabilization pricE!" if tho 
wool is not sold to commercial interests at this or a higher price. This will 
act as a support for prices in foreign markets. 

World supplies of wool are 1musuully largE:, but most of th' supply for 
export is controlled by the British Joint Organization. The OrganizDtion held 
about four-fifths of the 1945 total carry-over :i.n the principal exporting 
countries and will hold an equally large p(lrt of the 1946 carry-over. Prices 
in South American markets hav0 been firm in recent months &nd for most gro.dos 
appear to be fully in line with prices of simih:..r Australian and New Zealcud 
wools. 

CCC Sales of Domestic Wool 
--RGT'a'"tTveTy Small, st'O'Cks Large 

The inGroase in CCC sales of domestic wool which imrnediately follovved 
the February price reduction wan not w:tintained in following weeks. A yet•::'s 
s£Lles at the March rate v:o uld amount to little more than half of our 1946 ln­
dicated domestic production. Tho 1946 clip is now arriving in volume for 
appraisal a.nd purchase, o.nd CCC stocks will incruase rapidly unless sales to 
mills are greatly increased. 

The greater pctrt of CCC stocks of domestic wool ure fine ond hE<lfblood 
wools. These grades constituted 75 percent of the shorn.wool und about 47 
percent of the pulled wool stocks (uctuc..l weight). About l? percent ~f th/e 
shorn wool und 49 percent of' the pulled wool stocks graded 3 ;8 blood ,;md 1 4 

blood. 
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April 1 Carryover of AppE~rel Wool 
Much-Larger than £:_ ~ ~~r"'f'i'C'r 

- 23 -

United Ste.tes stoc~s of appu.rel wool hu.ve increased considerably during 
the past year. On April 1, stocks of apparel wool held by mills and dealers, 
and Government ovmed wool available to domestic mills, totaled abbut 835* mil­
lion pounds 1 grease basis, compared aith 679 million pounds t::\. year earlier. 
Although current mill consumption is ·.)nly about twice as large as the pre-war 
rate of consUflption, stocks this year were ,bout 4 times ~s large as the 1935-39 
average April 1 stocks. These stocks do not include any appreciuble quantity 
of the new seasons production. since little new-clip wool had moved to dealers 
by that date. In addi tinn to these stocks, &bout 181 million pounds of British 
owned wool were stored in this country 0n April lo This wool is being reexported 
however, and it is unlikely tht:t ony of it will be avs.ileble for commercial use 
in the United States. 

Privately ovmed stocks on April 1--ll...rgely foreign vmol--were about 50 
million pounds lurg0r thB.n £ .. yo!.tr eo.rlier, reflecting ll.rc;e imports by comr:1ercial 
interests duping the past year. United Sto.tcs Governr.tent stocks of domestic 
wool at 460 milli'Jn pounds were 168 rnillLm l£,rger ths.n u. yeo..r earlier. Beco.use 
of the low rate of consunption of dol:J.6stic vrc:·l, a considerable part of the 
1945 domestic productiGn went into Government stocks. United States Government 
stocks of foreign wool, which tL'tn.led 66 milli,~n pounds ,,n April 1, 1945 have 
all been sold tv do~.:ostic user:3 1 or allo ,otc;d to f::;reign countries. 

Table 11. - Stocks ,If d01.~ustic wool ov.rrh.ld by tr1e Cor:!r:lodi ty Crodi t 
Corportttion on JIJi'.'rch 31, 1946, by grades 

Shorn Pulled Total 

Grade Actual Grease 
Greasy Scoured Grousy Scoured weight bc..sis 

1L 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
pou.."1ds pounds p)unds pounds pounds pc,unds 

' Fine, 64/70s :22 9,921 1,657 2,752 1,306 235,636 239,528 
Fine medium u.nd 1/2 blood; 

· 60/64s u.nd 60s 68,116 2,136 7,309 5,387 82,948 891591 
3/8 blood 1 58s - 56s 46~603 1,887 6,267 10»098 64,855 71,651 
1/4 bloo<l, 50s - 48s 2/ 20,~39 531 396 887 22,253 23,088 
Low 1/4 blood, 46/48s- 2,874 132 68 285 3,359 3s562 
Common & bru.id, 36s - 44s: 1,830 15 15 99 1, 959 ls998 
Other 3/ 27s951 356 162 701 2 9,1 '(0 30,04:9 

Total :~97~734: 6, 714 16,969 18,763 440,180 459,~67 

I Y Approximu.te 
~Include 50/568 scoured wool. 
~ Includes u.ll offsorts which were net reported by bradee 

*Compiled from reports of th0 Comnwdi ty Credit c,)rportt ti~1~1 
As determined from scnured b~sis fiP.,ures in Census' Adv<>nce Rep()rt. 
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Table 12.- Wnol: Stncks held by ml.lls Rnd d.eR1ers and Grwernment l")wned 
stncks, April 1, 1935-39 average nnd 1944-46 1../ 

' ------------------·-------4 • • • 

: 1935-39 : • • 
• . 1944 1945 : 1946 1./ 
: a:vera.ge : : : 

---------: Milli,;:---Millirm- Milli'ln Mi'llil"l;-

Wnnl available fl")r dnmestic use 

Apparel wool 
Privately nwned 

Domestic wrHll 
F0reigh wn0l 

T0tal 

pounds pnunds 1JT">unds onunds 

163 77 74 78 
~ _.__2lQ__ ~7 3.L 291 -212 287 321 375 

: 184 292 46o 
: --- 274 66 

Government nwned 
Domestic wonl (CCC) 
Fnreign wnol (DSC) 

Total -.---458 358 --46o-

Tntal apparel wn0l 

Ca~oet wool, privately nwned 

Wnol held for shipment ~broad 

Onwed by British Grwernment lj_/ 
Owned by U. S. Gnvar~ent 

212 

46 

. 

745 679 

4o 66 

447 

835 

96 

181 
s.l 1 

];./ Excludes wn0l 0fthe ~nt years :9r~ductirm except for small quanti~­
which have mnved to dealers ·0rior tn April 1. 
sf Determined in part from s£oured basis figures in Census'· Advance Re~ort. 
""5/ Inc-ludes [\.brmt 2 milli0n :90unds owned by War Assets Crn_J. 
4/ Wool stored for the British GrlVernment is being reeJmorted. N0ne of this 
;ool is likely tn be available to cor.mercial interests in the United States. 
2/ Foroign wool neld by Treasury Procurement but allocated to foreign ~ountries. 
Based nn data frnm the Cnm~odity Credit Corpnrati0n, Defense Supplies Corp. 
and Bureau of the Census. Re~Jnrting 'dates vRry, but are approximrttely .as of 
April 1. Privately owned :;;tocks nnd CCC stncks converted tn a grease basis. 
Stocks of fnreign wonl owned by -the Defense Supplies Corp. and by the British 
Gnvernment are in actual weight but c~hsist lar~ely nf grease wnol. 
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Pecor'!_ peacAtine Consu.<ption 
of W<v:Jl Indic~ted for_ 1946 

- 25-

United States ni;ll consunption of v..piJ<-'1re1 wsol in J)46 rrobab1;v will 
be close to the ~artir:c annUr"J.J average of D. billion poun.is,. crc."'.se basis, 
and will be nuch 1aagt.r than :irJ. any previous p.:;;acetine year. h'eekl;>- 'J.vc:r~ge 

cr.nsun-ption in Hnrch of g,bout 21• nillion :pouncts, grt,aSe basis, w~s 

e~uivalent to an annuv..l rate r~ ab)ut 1,100* nillion pounds. The ratA 
of consunption in the first ~uarter of 1946 \'las about 20 pcrctmt hi;;her 
thnn in the latter hnlf of 1945. Present dc~:-:and. for Vl:-:.o1 clothing end 
d.enand for fabrics and clothing for connercial inventory rc·pler.d shr:L-nt 
undoubteily would support an even higher rato of nill consunptionc 

Oonpletiou of the recnnversion to civilian production and ir.prr.vE:.­
nent in the labor situ:-:.tion C"ntributeil to the increase in r.ill cm:::>unptjon 
in the e:.1rly nrmths of the yen.r. In Febru.ary, 15 3, 900 worker? v.rere •:nployed 
-in this inclustry conp:treo. with 134,300 n.t the lo~ ... point in Awsust 1)4~. 
Enploynent in Febru·:ry was 5 percent larger than a year ear] icr. A furtl:.r:r 
·increa8~ was i~ci.icated. for l4arch. In recent nonths, the absence cf 
strikes, increasing wages, and prospects of ::teady enploymnt, have ir.­
creaseo_ the attractiveness of enployr".ent in the woolen [\nd. '\'I~rstcct h:.·'l_ustry 
in relation.to nany oth~r .nanufacturing·industries. Aver~-se:hourly 

'earnings in the inc'_ustry 1orere )8.8 centr. in Fel1ruar;;r co~rp-crei'L with 
92.2 cents in J'l.nU·cry ancl. 05.8 cents i:;J. February 1~~-5. Vleekl~" ':laf,•,~ 

· averaged $41.04 in February co:--pared with an average of $4o.fo f0r all r.;D.nu­
facturing industriAs. 

Pro',uction of Civilin.n Fabrics 
!!1?_ SharplY 

· tJniter_ Stn.tes procl.uction of wo0len [).n.'l wor3tec' wov-en f-'1'bric~_ t::1taled 
about 142 nillion linear ye.ards in the firn t ~uarter of 1946 cor.parer. '.lith 
123 nillion yards in the final ~uarter of 1]45. Jnnua'ry-March pro·::.uctior: 
was only 7 percent larger than th'·t of a yer:..r earlier. Practically all of 
the production this year was for civilian use. In the e~rly nonths of 
1')45 about half of the pr0d.uction was for nili tn.ry. The J0..nuary-Nv..rch 
rate of· fab~ic proituctior:, on an ar:nunl basis, wc.s h--:.lf :>.f-:;ain a:- l:J.rgo 
as the 1939 rate of -prnduction. Total pro-:'.uc t5.on nf civilian fabric~. b 
1946 wql likely be nuch ln.rger thp.n in any previ.~us p6ncet1.ne yc::...r. Tho 
incren.se in total prortuction in the first quarter of the yPo.r corpnr<:-d. with 
1939 was chiefly in wonen 1 s wear fabrics. Production of nen 1 s •.-JGar fabrics 
wns only a sixth hi.~her than the 1J39 rate of pro.:!_uctirm, while productic·n 
of wonen 1 s wea.r fabrics was nore tr.an twic~:: ~s high. 

-* A~ deteroine<l fron scoured basis figures in Oencus Advance Re:r')rt. 
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To stinulate procluction of ne:r.1 s wear fe.orics~ the OFA in February 
removed certain suiting fa 0rics fro:r1 the provir.ion of the Ma:x:ir.m.n Average 
Price Regulation for nanufacturel'S \vho exceeded their base period productioJ 
of these itens. Siniln.r e:x;enption ms later :pr0vided for overcoatings. 
These norlification:s, and_ provisionG :for ch::cnnelling a greater part of 

· available supplies of heav-y-weight fab,rics to the nen 1 s clothing industry 
under the low:-cost clothing progran are intended to inprove th~ situation 
at retail. However,·, a shortage of linings, pocket r:m.terial, and bindings 
has added to the difficult;y· of increasing production of nen 1 s wo0l cloth­
ing. 

Table 13.- Wovon wool cloth: Production by United St~tes nills, 
an~~~l 1939, 1942-44 a~d by quarters. 1945-46 

. 
A 1 f b . N 1 f b . ' Total ___ :ppare ~_r1cs __ __. on-appare ~_!2:~s_: woven 

: Mens : ivonens : Seneral: Oth ~:r : Total_ :]1al'Jkets: Other 2/: Total 2n fabrics 1 

__ :_weo.r : WE:!__: ; us €_]) : :\FP._u.-l_"el : Appare~_: _ : - : _::::1_: -~ 
:Mil. yds .Mil. yds. Nil. ;c,rds.Hil. yds .Hil. yds. Mil. yds .MiLyds. ~_!l.yds_.Mil.yd$, 

178.9 

277.0 
256.8 
218.5. 

107.1 

107.6 
13~-1 
171·3 

25.7 

63.4 
4L~.o 
46.9 

9.4 321.1 

818 456.3' 
7·7 440.6 
5.1 4ln.s 

19.6 31.3 50.9 372.0 

64.1 6.9 71.0 527.8 
39.3 6.6 95·9 536.5 
73.') 8~2 87.1 52S.9 

1st qp_art er: 
2r.d q_uart er: 
3ni quart er : 
4th q_hart er: 

54.0 
61.2 
44.0 
44.6 

37·3 
22-3 
32.1 
1~9. 6 

15.4 
12.4 
9.8 

11.0 

1.6 108.3 
2. 3 98.2 
l.J 87.8 
2.0 107.2 

23.0 2.1 25.1 1)3.4 
27~8 rl. 6 . 29.4 127.6 
18.0 2.2 20.2 108.0 
11.4 5·9 17-3 124.5 

To .tal 203.8 141.3 4G.6 7.(3 401.5 30.2 11.8 92.0 493·5 

1946 
1st q_uil.rter: 51· 9 55.0 2.1 12.8 20.2 142.1 

]J Includes nel ton, nackinaw, · sno1:1 "nc1. ski-suit cloth, 1 inings and inter-linings, 
and bathrobe flannels, 
?) R'<clud.es woven felts which are rep0rtec. by weight. 

;All yaruage is on an equivalent 54-inch linear yard basis, except blankets which 
are .on a 72- inch linear ya.rd basis. 
Ponpiled fro'-! Eur~au of the Census Facts for Inc1_ustry and Advance Reports, 
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prices received by :farners, 

grease basis, 15th of r.wnth : 
Boston 0'1rket: 1/ : 
To~r!n~. scoU:h~d bc.sis- . 
6 s, 70-f_!! SOs, st."ple cnnbing : 
5 s.c~co ng ······~·-·••en•••' 

]right fleece, gre:::..sy-
64s, 70s, BOs delaine "······: 
56s coobing ··········~··~···= 

Foreien wool, in bond: 
Scourerl basis-
Australian 64s, 70~ &o0d ; 
top-naking ?} •..... · ........ ; 

Cape, short conbing ••••..•.. : 
Grease basis- : 
Montevideo 60- 64s ••.•.•..... : 
Montevideo ls (56s) ••.•..••. , 

Other textile fibers: : 
Cotton, 15/16-inch · : 
·Hi ddl inG '!J •....... · · · · · · · · · : 

F.ayon staple fiber 2./ : 
Viscose 1-1/2 denier •••..... : 
Acetate 5 denier •••.•.••.... : 

- 27 -

----... --- --- -·--

41.6 42.4 41.9 40.5 lJ-O. 7 

11~.~ 11~.~ 11~.7 11~.o · ~1~-~ 
10 ' • c: 10 • ) 10 • ) 10 • 5 1.0 • .,.; 

46.g 47.0 L.-7.0 47.5 47.5 
54.2 54.5 54.0 54.5 54.5 

75·9 72.1 75· 2 75·5 75o5 
72.5 72.5 72.5 72.5 72.5 

41.4 39~4 39· 5 39· 2 39.4 
lll. ~- 40.7 42.2 1;.2.5 42.5 

20 c:. oL 21.2 22.0 21.8 22.1 

24.1! 24.8 25.0 25.0 25.0 
43.0 41.9 3t.o 30.0 3C.O 

---

40.7 41.4 

~~:§ ~9-11 
-""·5 

40.0 ~o.o 
46.5 46.5 

75-5 74.7 
J./67.5 J/67~5 

41.5 
42~5 

41,5 
42.5 

2G.0 27.7 

25.0 25.0 
3C.O 3G.O 

·Don~stic wool.prices a.re fron t::te Proc'.uction an;:'. ~·Irrrketing ~.:..c.ninistration; for­
eir;n wo0l prices are fron trcG B .... st~n Coru-:1ercic.l 3ulletin except as note,1, and. 
are before paynent of duty. 
Y D0ne~tic wool prices 'base•'~. 0n CCC sellil"g rrices, 1944 to d2.te. E) O.ur~tations 
fron the P:r-oduction L~r:::_ Mnrketing :~.~.Jcinist:r-2.ti•Jn. Jf 1Jew se:r-ies be.:,inning 1946 
prices are for Cape 10-12 ncnths ,E'U})crior spiP.ners atyle, an-:1_ are not strictly 
cortparable with earlier C'"ata. ~-/ Averace .<:,t 10 ;~ar}":ets. 5/ P. o.l.:J. pror:lucj ng 
plants, Burec".u of Labor Stntistrcs. ....., 

't'i'ool: Mill consunptirm in ~he Urite1 States, 1944-46 

I teD 

-
Greas e basis : 

Apparel wool­
D.,n.estic 
Foreign 

Totnl 
Carpet wool 

Scoured basis 
A:ppnrel Wl')nl-

Total· 1veek1J' avernr;es 
_1_C)_l.~-4 --1945- 1945' -- -~46 --

!J-an-.-1"7/ : Feb. 2/-- Ja"l. 1/ : Feb. €).__. 
1, ooo 1, 000 1, ooo = 1, oon = 1, ooo = 1 , ooo 

: ~:?-r..c1~ poux1r>_': pounrts -,our::".D . . 
G, 326 

13, 379 
21' 7o'5 
1, 237 

8, 290 
14,370 

~. 676o=--­
--1,o94 

2,107 2, 562 
15,975 17,442 
1G,082 20,0-o~4---

2i sos --3, sew-

Do:~estic 1f)0,8F1 120,357 3,97~ 3.~!7'0 1,020 J,245 
Foreign ~~6,152_ ~-68,891 C,lG4 G,Gl7 9, 779 10,660 

Total 577,01 ~ 589, 24G 12,14 3--12,795 10,7'99---=-11, 905 
. ~et Wool : - tJ05, 757 55,885 89f5 -- 7S'J-- 2,020 2,492 

· ~tlpilecl fron reports-r>f the :Bureau 0f the Census. 
5-i-leek :period. E) 4-week reriocl. 
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Tho D~dry Si ~uatio'1 

Tho Douoncl. c'l.ao. Price S:i. t,mtinn · 

'='~'" P.,.:.·,:: Incnr.-.e Si tua tinn 

' '. 
Tb~ ~'!'.tr; ~n.d Oil~ Si tu:t ti:m 

'l'he :F'rltit Si tu'?ttinn 

Th~ Tr)b<'.ccn Si tuatinn 

~ .. 
The ~:;n.~-::.t Si tu.~.tion 

. The Wnrld Su'<:r'.r Si tu:1.tirm 

(»>on thly) 

(Hnnthl,Jr) 

(l•1•1nthly) 

( r\:o~ tJ:i,ly )· 

• •·IIV ,. "' . .. 0-hlith~y) 

(~i0n t~lJr) . · 

(Q,_;n,rterly) 

(~ontbly} 

(Hor.thly) 

(Hrmthly) . 

(Mo~thlj-~ 

( q,,;6.~ter~.y) . 

' . '' ~ 

(:B:i.-Dr:nthly. except n~nthly for 
JuJy :;.nd August) 

(J.nnu.rtll;v) . 

Jur.'?~u. ,..,f Ap-ribil tur·,.l 3con6mies 
J. 3. Ik~p,rtnent nf Ar~riculture· 
i'hshington 25, D •. _G. 
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