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The seasonal pattern of farrowings is reflected to a considerable degree in 
federally inspected hog slaughter 8 to 9 months later. The peak of spring farrowings 
in April 191t6 probably will be reflected in the heaviest slaughter of the season in 
~ecember or January. The reduced number of fall farrowings indicates a fairly small 
slaughter of hogs from about March through October 191t7. The peak in fall farrowings 
in September will be reflected in a secondary peak in ho_g slaughter about May 191t7, 
although that peak is 1 lkely to be lower than that of May 191t6. 
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Beginning in January 1947 this publication 

under the ti tie The Livestock and Meat· Sitwition, 
will be iss1;ed monthly 
A s~parate report, 

ne:x:t iSSUe Of thP W~ol 
~ -"F---~..._..._~ 

~~'1e JiQ..q,J. §_Huatig.1 will he issued qua:!:'tArly. ThE'l 
S.ituatio~ .will be March 1947. -----

SUMH..l\.RY 

Although market supplies of meat animals w·ere large. livestock and 

meat prices. were at n€ar-record levels in NovPmber and early DecemlJer. 

Livestock and meat supplies for the> ne:x:t several months e-re fairly 

well determined. High prices in relation to feed costs are encour2ging an 

expansion in meat-fu~imal production. particularly in breeding of sows for 

spring farrow and grain feeding of cattle. Beef supplies promise to be large 

in 1947. Jiowever, beginning in the early spring ivhen hogs from the relatively 

small 19!~6 fall -pig crop reach market weights, -pork supplies- -will be reduced more 

than seasonally. 



DECEMBER 10~16 -.4-
:• 

Marketin,fSs of fed· lamo:s this winter· ·~trd early sp1'ing will be :;:;omewhat smailer· 
\ • '-1 

tiJ.<.m .. 1.·~ the pa.st ·few ye.1rs .' Sheep ·numbers have been- Elec~inin.g $incc 1942 

ancl a further reduction in the 1947 le;;n.h ·c:rop is in p-:tros'rtect.: 

· The outlook for prices. is .less cl(ilar. ·A c·ontinned hi.gh level nf bus-
- . ..• ' . . . 

'ines::; ac+:.i_vit:y anrl. of consunier in,c0i;\f· ~c neces2a!Jr if ljvestock an.J. r1eo.t 
' 

.prices are to be 'n:ain tained near pr·-=Jsrsn t. high levels. Hog. p,ei ces r.;robably 
.. 

vv.ill be niaint:i.ined at high levels through the snr.m1er of 19~7 by strong C')ri-

. fed Cattle, on. the' o-l:,he: hand, ;;.ay decline SUbGtantially from CUI'r9nt record 

levels as ·slaughter incre:1ses. nore .t.l:-an seOJsohc:J..ly durlng the spring J.nd 

e:3rl;- summer of 1'.=14 7. · Larr.h prices are expected to rL:e seasonally -:hr(m 1~h 

sarl:v spring. 

Total ;,~eRt !:lroduct.:ion in t.hc: first half of 1947 mny <:.tbout ermal ;:;ro-

duction in the fi:r·st half of 1946. Pork and lai!',b outpuf will be smaller 

b.ecauso of reduced slm1:--hter from t:'le l916ri'::!ll pig cror and. q,maller 2.a~Jb 

slaus~tor. Most of th'3 .tedt.:ction in r-0rk oT;tput will o6cur .in th'e second. 
" ; \ I 

quarter. BeP.f and veal output· in V1c .fii·st hgl f of 19•17 is e~pected to 

excee(l ths.t of a year e.'lrlier·. Stonge holdints o.f rr:eR.t are reb+.ivel:y low, 

bu"' ':Jecause of r8dl~ctions in ex~ort,s a.na in mili -f:::.r~r purchas~s, .dorestic 

civilian rne::t t supplies pt·obably will. be somewhat larger than in the fi :rst 

half of 1946. 

\. 
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The 1946 fall pig crop of 31 million head was 11 perc~nt less than the 

1945 fall cr.op, and the. Sll'..all~ot since 1940.. This indicates that hog s1aughtE>r 

from April throw~h September 1947 >-Till be und~r that of 1946. HoweY"'lr, accor~-

ing to ,farmer!?' br&eding intentions for s-pring farrow, the 1947 spring :pig 

crop may be· slightly larggr than the 1946 spring crop. Slaughter supplies 
" I ' .,... "";. ' -

of hogs in ia.te 1947 Pnd. early lJ)+~ vill be larger than in the current seas en. 

The d.err.and outlook for fine wools for t~-;.e next seYeral years is mpre 

favorable tl-J.an for medium wools. P:.':'ochlctj.on of ,:fj_ne wools in 10 :principal 

a:p-parel wool p1·6ducing countries :is s:rJ.aller than ~:t tJ..ny time since the latE' 

1920's. Production of Jr.Gdimn gractes,. on the other band, has l)een ma.inteined 

close to the wart'ime pe·1lc \'hrld wool stocks s_re L~rge) -but onl:r a relatively 
) 

small part of the stocko are fino wools o"Y t~e klnd generally imported into the 

country. vl-orld production of o.ll wools :l rt. 1946, estimn.ted at 3 .• 710 million 

pounds, is about 12 -percent below t3e record production in 1941 end about on a. 

level w:l, th ·t:tw 1934--38 averase. 

CCC.· selling prices were again nd.vanced November 30 .• to reflect the NoYembcr 

increase in parity. · Wi tl:i ·rlirther increases in nari ty in prospect, prices 
,• 

of domestic 'vool may again become too high to ·compete with foreign wools. 

Domestic mill consumption of apparel wool in 1946 will exceed tho previous 

recor·a. of 592 million pounds, scou:J;e9. basis. ·Beceu·se of the large use of high-

yield foreign~vool howe•er, c0nsum;tion on a grease b~sis may fall below the 

p>rev:! OUliJ record, of' 1. 077 million -pounds ree.ched in 1942. 

' ~ . .. 
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Ou'TLOOK 

According to breeding intentions reported by farmers in the December pig 
survey, the number of sows. to farrow in the 191~7 spring season (December 1946-
May 19Lr7) may tota18~6:million heP,d., ,-; percent more than the number farrowed 
in the. spring of 191+( compared· with a 13 percent increase suggested in t 1w 1911.7 
goals. Favoring such an increase is the near-record 'hog-:-c6rn price ra.tio 
th:1.t has prev;J.iled. since late October and is expected to continue favorPblo 
through mid 1947 at least. If the number of sows to faJ;"row in the sprinG 

·increases as expect€d and if the number of pigs saved per litter equals the 
average for 1935-44, the 1947 spring pig crop viill total about 53 milUcn hei.\.d 
This would. be about a half million head larger than the 194(, spring ere:~. 
Most of the :increase in the spring pig crop will occur in the Corn Belt. 
However, increases are expected to be general throughout the country. 

Tho average number of pigs saved per litter has increased materially 
during the -past 10 years and with favorable weather during farrowing,. thE' 
1947 spring pig crop may be even l(.Jrger than indtcated by the tncroafle ir. tho 
number of sowc expected. to farrow and the 1935-44 c.veruge size of litters. 
\Vi th hog prices expected to continue favorable relc.~ ti ve to feed pricer:: <:J.,-cd 
other costs, smaller-than-usual nu.'!lbers of bred sows will be mo.rketed. for 
slaughter during early 1947 :md the spring pj.g crop would be correspondingly 
increased. The indicated increase in spring fc:,rrowings is consid..erabl;.' lens 
than in other years 1-rhen hog prices were high, feed supplies were plentiful 
ancl the hog-corn price ratio was exceptionally favorab],e. 

Table 1. -Sows farrow3d du;ring tho snrtng season, by regions, United. States, 
average 1937 -~-1. ·:md 1)42-47 

North Central Region: 
East 
West 

Total 
Othe:r Regions: 

North AtJ.anttc 
South Atlantic 
South Central 
'He stern 

Tetal 

United States 

:2,016 
:3 '417. 
:5.4::n 
::::..:....~ 

151 210 
(.65 1318 

1 . 314 1' 6.::,6 
4ll., ·<=~ 

2~.s!i_ 3 '23,.9_ 

9,684 12,174 

2,416 

b~1t~ 
.. '.J.. ·-·. S&l 

198 
772 

1;227 
••=••r .3,3.?_ ' 
..J-;52_9 

q ,246. 

2,129 2,105 2,333 
h 111 l 2.72 4 , 208 

c.;P1f:J:~ .. 9't! ": q • 5Ltl 

.: 1 "S4 11~4 11f7 
620 639 SdO 

l,o24 1,o;;n 1,oo7 
260 2")6 .2 1 

.... 2'7'"()~-rg= <2"066 '2,0. 5 
~m·b .. ·=-

8,298 8,137 8,62( 
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1946 Pig Crop' Smallest Since 1940: 
11 Pebent Fe,ATer Fall Pi~_l~_p.,._,.i_l)_~ 

The combined spring arid fall pi..-. cr.o-ps durin.£': 1946 totaled sliZ"htl:v more 
than 83 ·million head, }.6 million (4 percent) less tl::.an in 1945 and vies the smellesi 
since 1940. All of the decrease in 1946 was in the number of pif:S saved curinp the 
fall season which is estimated to be 31 million head ( ll perc0nt 'belov1 1345). Tl:.r; 
number saved during the spring season was sli,<;htly larger than tr.e 52 :aillion s~•vPd 
a ;;ear earlier. The number of spring pigs ~.aved per li tt "r · averG?ed 6.. 46 and \ones 
a new· record. The number of fall pigs saved per litter nvsra?ed 6.~.g and \1!PS also 
a record exceeding the former record of £.43 in the fall of 19L1. 

Average 

Table 2. - Sows farrowed, pigs per litter, and }:igs saved, United_ States, 
1937-41 avera.ge, annually 1942-4 7 

~ ows Farro...,led 
S:rring Fall 
(Dec.l-- (June 
June 1) Dec. 

1 -
1) 

:Thous.hd. Thous. hd •. . . 

Fie:s uer litter 
c: • 
~pr1ng · Ff.'.ll 
(Dec. 1 -(June 1 
June 1) D8c. 1) 

-
c: • ._:c,rlng 
(Dec.l -
June 1) 

~ig-s saved 
Fall Year 

(June 1- ( ,Trr. .l -
Dec. 1) Dec. 1) 

C'lwus .hd. Thous .hd. Thous. hd 

1937- 41: 7.534 4,802 6.22 6.33 ::6,801 30,1.!.28 77,229 
1942 . 9,684 6~840 6.31 6.1.!.1 61,093 43,822 
1943 . 12,174 7.565 6.10 6.2q 7ll,223 47,584 . 
lq44 a 2t~6 ~,382 6.03 6.33 55.754 30,924 
1Q4- ./ ' 

' . 8,298 5,426 6.29 6.3g 52,189 34,593 ./ J . 
1946 8tl37 4;725 6.46 6.h8 52,574 30,627 
1947 .1./8,626 ?) 6 .. 15 ?) 53,000 

1/ Spring farrowin.gs indicated from breedint' intentions reports. 
?:./ Ten-ye·ar ( 19.35-41.!.) average pie:s per litter used to ce>mpute m.1.rn'ber 

_of pigs saved spring 1947. 

104,?15 
121,807 
86,67~ 
86,782 
83J201 

, The principal factors causinf: the smaller 1946 fnll piE crop co:up<ned ...,rith 
1945 were the distinctly unfavorable ho<=::-corn price rC~tio d.urin_: the l<1to s "rint; 
and summer, a period which included most of the breedi!')g se::tson for fe.ll 9ic:s, and 
price control uncertainties during the months in which piggy sows were 'o?inG 
marketed. 

:Reductions in 'the number of fall pi::,s SEW8d this :-:·eRr occurred in nehrly alJ 
States except those in the South Atlantic. In the ~vest I:orth Central resion, vrhich 
1lsual};y accounts for around a third of the United States total, the fr!.ll cror 1rlc'S 

down 19 percent from a y~ar earlier. In the East North CentrPl Re<:;ion, which usuall: 
accounts for about ano;:her third of. the total fall pig crop, the re<tuction was 9 :1e~ 
cent~ In other regions, the decreases from a year e~rlier were as follows: 
Western 22 percent.; No~th Atlantic 12 percent ; and, South Central 10 cPrcent. 
,The fall orop wns 6 percent larger than in 10,45 i~ the So'llth Atlantic St£'_t es. 
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'The tr.ta1 mArkr>t p·wvemPnt of the 1946 svri:t;L£: -c ig cro:o to December 1 is 
indice1ted to be aoout normal for the T'Priod ;in-relatic.n t·o''the size· 9f_the cro-o. 
This contrasts to th"' dr:>layed ma.rkPt movemt->bt~bf ~- 1945 "slt.r.-ine.- -cig cr(_)~. SLrin...c: 
3=ics make U!J most of tllP hogs ove:i' six· mon-ths 9ld on farms necr.>mber 1. Although -
the 1:?46 s~rin~G rie- cron \.ras slightly l~r,g:e:r ~h_an the s-Gring cro:c of 1945, 'farm,.,rs 
r . ., ,;crted 4 -cP.rcPnt fev!Pr hogs over six· months old ( ir:cl~ding hrood sows) on farms 
1)8CP':lbPr 1, than i.l y.~ar earlier. ,, 

\ 

:::.'lcle 3.'-Fa11 rL.::: cro-u, b•; refi.cns, Unit.ed St~tes, avPrage 1937-41, and 1942-46 

---- -- --- - ----- --- --- --- --. -- --.- --- --.- --
. :Avt'raf:P ; 1 ·:.4? · · 104<, · 1944 : 1945 · 19~-6 :l:t-::7=t:4l·: -.J ~ ./ ~ 

---- --- -~~;tious. Thous-.-- Thous-,-- Theus. Thous.--T-h~1~ 
~~orth Central StatPS; -=-=-- ---

~ast : ~.?56 13,132 

Total 
· Otl:er re['i.ons: 

lJorth Atla·ntic . . . 

South A"':,laLtic 
South Ccr..tral 
Vies tern • 

i:ota1 

Un~ ted States . 

· : _5, 4cq __ l5_, 362 
_: 1:;_, 15t' 2f, 4s4 

. ' 
1.;.3,822 

919 · nf! 
),401 3/04 
·6' 007 5' 31?2 
1,281 . · 9S3 

--l-1<6""'o-=8,-._::-- 10, 7f!7 

34 '"0-< -· )_..!_}_.)\ 

------;--- --·- --- --·- --- ~-- -- --- --- ---:-- --

I'ab1e 4. -Sov.rs fan O'rrod tv months, sr,ri~2" arid fall sPas on, -lJni-tpd; Sta. tPs, 
l~ :'7-41 a~;;ra£·e, l<_?D~'-46 

1937-41 av. 
1942 
1943 
1544 
1~45' 
1946 

290 
370 
473 
412 
'-12 
296 

791 
921 

1,170 
891 
hOC 

././ 

706 

1, 999 
2,584 
3,056 
2,46.8 
2,022 
2,145 

CJ,rOJ 
3.3~9 
~~313 
3,275' 

1,440 
1,:;26 
:·t5f!9 
1,734 

),002 l,~g5 

2, 973 .. , ;L, 65S 

7.534 
9, r)f'4 

12,174 
9,246 
f:,2SB 
f! 1-.;7 

' . I 

-~ ----- --- --- --- --- -- --- --· ,...----.. - --

1?3-7-41 JW. 

lS42 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

--:rur.-e--:- -Tuiv Aug. 
------- --= 

_::'hous. I'hous. ~-hous. 

.:;46 
769 

:1,107 
- 769 

778 
670 

:379' 
l,ljl 
1,4)3 

905 
1,022 

875 
--.--- --- --- ---- ---ll Dece;nber of -prc:•-:eedin-"; year. 

?alJ. seP son . 

1,48'3 
2,154 ! 

2,305 
1,4g6 
1,662 
1,4;;~=; 

9·39 
1;, 398 
1,247 

il02 
973 
822 

445 
G29 
521 
-~~~ _.__. 

3S3 7-sz: -' ( ~ 

• 4 1 BC2 
6,~40 
7,565 
4,182 
5,426 
4.725 

---------
\ 
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Hog ·slaup._;htPr d.urin<; tr_~ 1946-47 r-0::: mBrkP~ 5 r.c SPase>n (bPfdr'r.ing :':ct-c-ber) 
is expected to be slild-·tJ.y small<>r thnn dur~ nr< 1945-4f. ~-~ost of tr.e reduc~-~ or. 
will occur dur'- ng thP sP.cond. and third c~'..larte~s of J.9U7 vThPn hot:s from thA -re­
duced 1946 fall :r·ir: crop l'lre markPtP.d. Hor sl~ue-}'~">r ,>,~rir..£; Cc+,ob~r-~-Iarr!"· · 
1S4G-47 pro'habl•r \'::l.ll total a.bout the s11me as a Y"'ar "'arl5.Pr. 

Slaughter during the first half of the 194-r-4f: ~:o,;::- mar£-.,tin;r :v·r>ar :"rc-:-: -'::r,r 
1947 cro:c of <rt'ring :ci~':s •,rill be larger than the Oct-·bEH-Marc:r. sla1.1,::-r"t"'r tJ::.:.s 
s.eason, :r:erhar.s by as rr.uch as 5 to lC :OPrcent, end vdll bP. ';hE> 1:'1rr,-P;.t since 
1944-45. 

The seasonal Dattern for fedPrallY ::nsnected :r..o.,. sl.<Jw:l't!"r cbr-!n:o- 1947 
\'Till reflect tte -rel8.tivPly larr.e 194G srrins pif: era~: t:b..e reduced. 1S•46 fE:ll 
:pig cror, and late :l.n the yPar, th~ :i.ncro:.-11feri_ 1947 s-r.r~n:" eli' cr('lr. !:ro . .:r 
slau.f;hter w-ill decPline f:·-trly starDl:v a:ter th'3 ~~P.C·"'rr.bP.r-Jan1J8r~r n"' ·?.:. A 
secondary peak is eXUP.cted at--:.ut Hay 1947, corr"!sr:J!10:'in;:- to ti:P. r<>Ak ::.n fell 
farro\'!ing last SP.ptPmber. From July t.br0U§:-h c-~rtemb·"-r, sle'J.phtPr '"~ll 'bP 
sea;:.onall:v omall nnd smalJ.~r tbnn ~-n J.C:46. :C!'1sr.it.P t!':P sh.9rt; 5•"2 ... 1:--91 risP. ~n 
prosr.ect for the fo11rth ·::.'larter of 1S4 7, fed_p:~·ally .; ns"LPCt?d h0~~ slA'l.:l;tPr fer 
thP. year probably v!.;_ll be about the same as the 45 miE" cr. slau{htP.rP.d ir 19u.r. 
:Without ~rice .ccntrols, slB~o;r.tE>rers u:-:der Federal 2.ns-cpr""' r:n m::·v .g<>t a lGrger 
:percentage of -tctal slau.o-hter t:har'. in 19.;5 or early 1916 ·./b.er: nodr..~n"Pcted 
slau~htPr was unusually large. 

h~g s·lt,ughter ::'rom June thrcuf.~h :Ee>vf'mbf'r 194(:; v:P,. 3bnormall~r dj_stributed._ 
La:cse of :r:rice controls July 1, follC\oJ'ed by recontrol in S~tPmbor, 8!1d the 
subsP.r,~uent removal uf most wart imP. mAat contrcls Octob,:.r 15, ret':clt"'d j n ·~r;_de 

monthly fluctuations in hor~ mnr~c~>t-!.nr:s. .Slau,c:hter vra.; lJJ:Usnnll:r s:r:al!. j::t ,!,me 
and agajn 1.n Se-rtember and ear-:.~- ;ctooer. :r:n .:rulv, i:..u.cru.st-, a::t~~ lt'"JP. C'c~-cbPr 

slaur.hter was unusually lare-e. :i:r: ~;<YI.·e~r<-·r, ~ nsrnctPd hO,'': sl~•l.c:~t-F.r ,,ras the 
second la.rrest of reccrd for t.l:.e ~o~t!:: ~ excePded. orl:v ~.n 194-.::. c-lrr·J..;"".t.ar 
cont 4.rued larce in early December, 

F.xcept for the· first 2 months, hot::s \•'"''·'e marb~tod at li.;·bter ~.;c' ,~tts in 
1946 than in 1941). :\ei,r:hts c.:nt:inued :!lUch D't-0\r,., :nrP1,'.'Br, bo~-rev•:r. -n ; O'rer.:ber, 
the averar::E' vTP.ir:i1.t of barrows and P,iJ.t,s at 7 mark,.,ts \vas :::-~: T()und.~, .?4 ~ou:r!ds 
less thHn a. ye:ar earlier but 10 Tt"lounds e"tove tr.,,, l1 0v1'1mb~r aver~?.{:e for 1?4C'-).;.4. 
The a.veraP.:e w~ifht o.f J:-acking SO\'.'S at thE\ 7 mBrk..,ts in rovPJYlbl'-r \•TF!S ~LOf rour.ds I 

9 pounds leSS than a year earliE'r but 18 TOUnd.S greeter t~lcJn. ~he 8.V'-'r''C8 for 
Noveffiber lg4o-\4;. r-·eavv we±P.·tts :n earl\r 1046 reflected rJ.=:avy fc -'dtn.o: of corn 
last wintr~ and the stat•lP -c.;ices at the. ce llin<~s ,tr:i th no r-rice d.if"'e;ential 
between medium and heavy butcher ho?;s or bet\veP~ li<>:htweLo:h~ and. heav;.r sows. 

Hog weights fell belC'~v those of a. ;\rear earli•"r in thP s-orir..2' ar,d ~urr.r.Pr 
When cern sur.plies w.~re srr.all. 1'-~a::;y light'l'rP.it;ht hor_:s alsC' \ver•" rr.arY.pted in 
July and August,. and as;ain· in late October, to take advanta.o:e ':'f the hi,-:h hor,: 
prices prevailing at that tjme. J':iear-record hog-corn L'rice rat~os sincA CctcbPr 
would norrr.alJLy have be,n follo\.,ed by unusually hPavy marh>t wej ,o:hts of hogs. 
B:ov.!ever, the record-hid·. nrices since mid-Oc-tooer have be-"n an incPnti,re t0 
market hogs at lit"!;hter .. we.ights. 
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Hoc;-corn ::rrice ratios ·r;rcbably will contin"'J.E? favora1~1P for hog nroduc~rs 
durin{" at lrast the next h8lf-vear ,_,rith a strong demand fo~ hogs in ;.rosr:Pct 
an.d larg•:- S':t:p::lies of corn" This is likely to result in ccntinu:1ng ahovP.-av,...ra. 
market ~trei.c::hts for hogs.. . 

Strong cor.cmmrr clrc~m:=~nd fer mPat :held T'rices of livestock and meat at nea 
rercrd levels in Drce!:'h"r des-:.:ito l"l.r,o.:e market SUT'T'·li~s of meat a.nimals. hor 
·::;rJ.ces prC'bably ~\rj_ll 1'8 at higl'"'. level; through th~ summer of 1947 in re.snnnse 
tc the c trono~ cortSIJ:Y'~r cie .. cDr:d for meat Hnd to the More thAn seasonal reduct ion 

L1vt~stcr·;..~ nr..d r;-.eat ;;uc·_pli-~s for the l"l_e:>:t several months are fai.rly well 
det~rrrined. T'he c:rr,c,t2~:t 'J.ncertainty in the O'ltlooi;: for ljvestock and meat 
rri.ces :L;; the f<Jture of c0nsumer 1 s "D'J.rcr.a::;'L-;- <m•.r<.-r, and the f.xtent to \':h:ich 
ce>ns,_l.rr.er.=> will trAr.slate their disf>os<·blP i;'come ir:t"o de:r-~a..-:d for meat a.s a,cc·a'inst 
d;~n:and for oV.Pr consum-"r .-"'cod~=. services, an.:'\ savinr,s. 'Hith r~latively lElr~p 
civil:ia meat S1n::rli"3 ;r" T~rcsr~~~"'t, a hifh ls•,-el of b:1s:!n0.ss Rct:ivity ar:d 
consurr:c--r income w~ll be r"eccs~;~1rv if 1-LvP.:::-tcck c:rices aro to he mainta'ned 
near rres 0 nt levels. 

The currn•t m~ar-recc,rd l---'781 cf t,h"' ho;-c:-cor"' Trice ratj_o is encoura_r::ing 
an e:;rr:ansior, in he:.;-- rrc-dD.ct:'.on fer vrx+; ·--;-crinc. Th0 c'~nti.nueci favorable ho.'!­
corn r"1tio t.hr··ur·}, t.h_j_'.; 1,o_rjr:t·or 0"'.Q !'.E:'Xf: GY.l'in,·· l'TOb<llJly 1fo!"ll Pl!Cr.'~rRge e:x:--ran~:,j on 
ir. brec,ciint for :f'Pll farr·y·r5.rw. j]:P e:r"ater t'cr:: PY<:ansioP in ho:': rroduct~cn 
durins tLs comiv.e::: !"tont-h::;, +;; G morn -,uin,·r:lt.:le I'C;f: nr~ ces ,,.rill be if consumers 1 

1·., 0---~ 'rn- -~t,_~·a'l,r · 1'~-7-l'o ---"C me:;; U ._.'(. f:lc ~ l. '---.• Jn __, .. •ro 

Rocord ?Tu!T'ber~ of c~~t,le Beine: QE_BiJ?:_ Fed; 
I<eef Snnrli =·s larc:P for 1c:4 7 --- ____ . --- ____ ,_._ -- --"---L. 

TrLe n'..J.mbcr c·f cat+.l,, r,"rEdn fr:>d for mcrkc+, jn thP next 9 m0T'.ths TrC'ba11ly 
wi.ll be su'b:::t<'::tiBlly .o::-·o3tfr ttan a vear <>arlicr Anc~ may sAt a nPW record. 
Shiprr.nnts of 2toci-~r·r 2nd fe,cder cattle to t.Le Corn !iPlt from July throw"h 
~:ovember were t.r.~ l-3r~:·est OL r' cord. The record corn cron this Y"ar, larsr.<' 
SU'f'plies of ot]:- er fpnds ir-clu.d.2.nf: P.XCf'llPnt ':'hPat l"asturPs in th~=> fall, and. ttP­
urusually 'ATide r,ricP·-sr.rea.d."; bPt1J!8<·"' p-ood a.r..d choj_c~ slaught·~r cAttle ·3nd fer>der 
cattle ha.ve beon the J r:i!'1Ci<>B.l factOrs c'r.cour~l('iTlf:' feodinP.;. 

~he movPment of fnednr a~d stockPr cattle ~nto g Statps of thP North 
Central rct::icn c'!..uriEg July-YoF·mber vras 2C' n~rcent gr<>atPr than a yf''\!H ea.rliPr. 
Shi-r:-mPnm to 3 oth"r 1~orth Central Sta.tes--Kar1sas, r·~i_s,s:'>'Jri, a1".d South Dakota-­
were larrer than the rnovem2nt a ypar eerliAr. In ad~it~on, the direct movpme1".t 
of cattle from 1~r(:-d.ucin;-:: to fo,din<" areas ir. i(ansPs, NP1>ra:3ka., and South Dak0ta 
has hePE lar,f.Po,. Cattle :fe,ci~ng th'~ sr:ason js shmd.ng a -pRrtic'llarly marked 
jncrcass in Illi.r-ois., To\•TD, Dnd r-:7.s3 'lTl .• 
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·rable 5.-Stocker a:r:.d feeder cattle and calves received in 8 Mid-Western States, 
July-l~~vember, 1941 - 46 ~/ 

- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ------ --- --- --- --:-l"::"9f""'4-76 as a 

State lS41 1~42 1943 

----!'umber ·---ru:;,·ocr. ----:Tumber ---
Ohio 51,855 74' 817 77,000 
Indiana 87,303 127,059 108,897 
Illinois 303,202 32e,010 319,367 
~iichigan 23,073 19,884 30,866 
\vis cons in 12,439 11' 999 17,166 
tiinnPscta 126,f44 109.874 84,404 
Iowa 665,fC3 74Cl <81 ./IJ 693,136 
l~ehrasl-:a __ 206, 731 247,739 ~O.Jj9 

Total 1,477,250 1,668, 763 1,5~1.575 

1944 1945 

Number- NUI'lber 

47,016 63,889 
73,624 124,098 

340,190 375,219 
15,351 20,983 
14,084 18 ~c::6 

I J ' 

74' 7~ 3 116,255 
796,262 732,725 
248',238 267,490 

1,609,508 l, 719,215 

1946 

lm"'!ber 

81,224 
122,382 
4in,l4l 

26,865 
17,637 

111 J 576 
914,501 

n"lrrentage 
of 194~=". -
c.ercent 

127 
~'9 

l2E' 
128 

S5 
st. 

1?(:": 
~_., 

305,471 __ ll4 

2,0h0,803 120 

.,--r-n- - - --- --- --- --- -- --!1 Data oct a" ned from offices of State 'leterinariac:s" 

Jierorts from \VestPrn Stat,.,s :ndicate that fewer cattle l:'robablv will "be 
fed this \•Tinter than ir.. 1945-460 in Colorado! tht> :_crinciTal \'JPStern feeding 
State, numbers probably 1:.rill be reduced co!lslderaoly bolovr th0 rolatively large 
number fed a year c~'rlier T'3.rtly as a result of heavy early sno'trs. -r:n California, 
and Oref'On s.omr! incr·~asa in feedinr is exl:'ected~ 

Slaughter of cattle in the f::.rst 6 months of 1947 may sAt a new high. -::'he 
bulk of cattle slaughtPred in the first half-y1:''3r are grain-fed. This ypar, iE 
addition, heavy mark<"t ine are exr:.Pcted. from ·.;:heat T·a::: tures in Oklahoma, Kansas, 
and Texas. ?eak marko=>' ing from \vhP.st Tastur,::;s 'J.sually occurs ~.n Aoril. 
Additional cattle come to 1::arket from grass ;,pRstures, 

Slaughter of cattle next sumner ~md fall is also likely to cor.t:inue large. 
The relatively hif'h r:rc.cortion of calves and lightwf'i.sht L>-,edArs goi!l(': to feodlots 
in recent months indic~•tes that mGrketing of fed cattle \'Till cont~.nue large 
through the sumr.er and early fall. Slaughter in late 1947 could be of record or 
nCJar-record vrouortions if catt lemrn reduce nu!:lb"'rs of oreoders or "Cote~lt ial 
bre'"'ders' to any extent, at that time. A slaughter equal to the 1945 record of 
34.g milli.on hAad of cati:.le a.."l.d calves would result in only a !11oderat.e rPduction 
iP.. rmmoers. 

Procluction of b0"f and v~al :CPr -cPrson irl 1947 :crol)ably v!ill be grAater 
tha::. in 1946 and will oe among thP largest in 35 yPars. 'ili th dPclining exr;orts 
and military 'CUl'chases in ::;ros·:oect, su1:::r;lies of "beef and veal for domestic 
consumction will ellual or exce·~d the 70 '::ountis roEslJmr>d IJPr -oerson in 1945 \vhich 
waa the second lar~est since 1913. 
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AVERAGE PRICE PER 100 POUNDS, GOOD GRADE SLAUGHTER STEERS 
AT CHICAGO, FEEDER STEERS AT KANSAS CITY, AND PRICE SPREAD, 

BY MONTHS, 1938-42 AVERAGE, AND 1943-46 
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Including 
subsidy 

JAN. JULY JAN. JULY 

1943 
JAN. JULY 

1944 
JAN. JULY 

1945 
·JAN. JULY 

1946 
JAI\. 

1938-42 AV. 
U. &. DEPARTW£NT OF AGIUCULTURE NIIG •• !1!14~ 8URIIAU OP' AGRICULTURAL. ECONOMICS • 

Prices of better grade slaughter steersmaydecllne substantially from.current 
high levels as slaughter of such cattle increases seasonally through the spring. The 
number of cattle to 'be fed in the current feeding season apparently will be the largest 
of record, and beef supplies for domestic consumption will be large during al'l of 19117. 
A decline in prices of better-grade slaughter cattle would be followed by lower prices 
for feeder and stocker cattle. 



Table 6 .... Avero.ge· :rrico per 100 pounds, good grade s1a·1ghter steers at Chicago, feeder steers at 
Kansas Cit~, and price s~res4, by ~onths 1938-42 ·average, 19~3-46 

Year 
and 

morith 

: it!..r()_fn£5i:.!!!5oe_: . ::Year: -lwe-;;g;-pric9__:: :;~e~r :L.;,~;age nrice : 
;gpcag:r.ade:F d :Pr1.ce :: :e9odgrv.de: ;Price ::~do. :g>odgrade: -:'Frice 
-:slcughte:r: tee e:r spread:: and:slaughter: Fee<}.er: sprcad::an :slaughter• Feeder:.spread 

s eers • 1 nonth t • steers. r.nnth • s-cecrs : steers : • • : s eers . • •. · ; steers : 
1938·42.--,.A-v .... - Dolla'rsDO'IlO.rssDoll.ars::lt44: Doliars-- Dollars Dollars::1946:DoHars Dollars Dollars 

Jan. : 16-.~ 8.86 1.71 ::Jari-;: 15.00 11.60 3.40. ::'jan:-:~ 17.01 13.56 3.45 
Feb. :' 10.36 SJ.93 :).,1:3 ::Feb.-;- 15,12 12.95 2.17 : :F·eb.'f 16.86 11.11 2.15 
l.!Jar. ::10.63 9.50 1.13 ::!Bar.: 15.23 12.06 2.17 ~:Mar.: 16.87 15.22 1.65 
Apr. 10.75 9,62 1.13 ::Apr.: 15.33 12.76 2.57 ::Apr,: 16.96 15.86 1 .. 10 
May 10.54 9.57 ,97 ::~f.e.y : 15.73 12.84 2.89 ::May : 17.05 15.82 1.23 
June· 10.37 9.05 1~32 ::June: 16.23 11.65 4.58 ::June: 17.48 15.72 1.76 
July 10a88 , 8.84 2.01 ::July: 1f-.35 10.93 5.42 ::July: 19.86 15.53 4~33 

Aug. ll.20 9.07 2.13 ::A1?-~•: 16.12 11~50 4.92 ::Aug.: 20.73 15.51 5.22 
Sept. ll.51 9.09 2.~2 ::Sept: 16.26 11.34 4.92 ::Sept: 19.58 15.99 3.59 
Oct. 11.57 9.08 2.49 ::O~t~: 16.56 ll.50 5.06 ::Oc~!: 21.97 16.42 8v55 
Nov. 11.58 9.30 2,28 ::MaY.: 16.27 11.96 tt.3l ::Nov.: 25,63 16.30 9.33 
Dec. llD75 9.48 2,27 ::Dec.: 15~62 11.49 4.13 ::Dec.: 

1843 
Jan. 
Fe h. 
Ma!'. 
Apr. 
llhy 
June 
July 
J~.us· 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

15.05 
1'3.53 
1'3.32 
15.91 

: 15.59 
15.GO 
15.06 
15.29 
15.27 
1-S:.D2 
11.93 
}L;;.89 

12.67 
13.48 
l~.t.:9 

14.58 
J.1.CO 
1':.38 
12 .L.i:B 
12.17 
ll.81 
11.3 6 .. 
10.97 
ll.29 

::1915; 
2.38 ::uo.n.: 
2.05 ::Feb.: 

15.35 
15.42 

1.~3 : :rJiaro :: ~15l81 
I 

1.33 ::Apr.: 16.11 
• 99 : :1·~y : 16.·19 

1.12 : : June : 1 G ~ G 
2.58 ::July: 16.67 
3.12 ::Au0.: 16.48 
3.16 ::Sept' 16.65 
3·.56 ::Oct.: 16.95 
4.01 : :1Tov.: 17.06 
3.60 ::Dec.: -16,95 

'12 .40 2 e95 :: 
13.00 2.12 :: 
13.60 2 .21 •. 
13 .9o g .a 1 .. 

1/11.23 1/2.26 :: 
- 13 • 73 - 2 • 93 .. 

13.54 
13.08 
12.25 
12.62 
13.19 
13 .H 

3 .13 : : 
3 .,40 : : 
4.40 :: 
4.33 :: 
3.87 .. 
2. 54 ::: 

: . . : : : 
l/ Incl-u-vd_e __ s-;:;ubsidy p'EiY!::e:.1t of 50fi per 100 p01.mds to farmers for good -g-r-o.d,.e- slaughter steers, May l8, 1945 
through June 19~6. Nay ,T'nyment figured at 33 cerits for part month. 

I 
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Prices of good ana choice slaughter cattl~ are likely to aecline eubst~n­
tially during the spring from current '!'ecord high levels as marketings of fed .. 
cattle increase more than seasonally. Prices of lower grnde cattle, however, 
are likely to remain relatively high through the first half of 1947 ·' because of 
seasonally small supplies of such cattle at that time. Prices of lower.grade 
cattle,. however, are likely to decline more than seasonally, i~1 the fall of 19lr( 
when mr:\rkotings of cattle will bE' large, All cc.ttle prices will aecline sub­
stantirclly if consumer incomes decline materially. 

Prices of feeder and stocker steers at Kansas City in October and November 
were the highest of record, Prices in October averaged $·3! 3Q per 100 pounds 
higher than a year earlier. November prices averaged · $3.11 higher than 
in November 1945. Demand for feeder and stocker cattle will continue strong 
as long as prices of slaughter cattle remain high. In.Nov~mber, the spread 
'br.,tween prices of good grade slaughter steers at Chicago and average prices of 
all grades and weights of feeder steers at Kansas City was $9.33 per 100 pounds. 
In contrast, the price spread in November 1945 was $3.87 including the 50-cent­
per-100-pound subsidy paid to farmers for better.grade slaughter cattle. 

•. 

Prices of good graC.e steer carcasses at Chicago advanced from $20.13 per 
lOO pounds to· $45.40 from late June to late October, but had declined' to $39.00 
by mid-December. The average price of utility steer beef rase from $16.18 in 
late June to $213.80 in late October. But by .mid-December prices of such beef had 
declined to $25.70. 

Fewer J:ambs wili be gra.in-fed in the 1946-47 feeding season than in any 
season since 1939-40. Available information in early December indicates that 
most of the reduction from last year will be in the Western Sheep States and in 
Nebraska. Th~ number of sheep and lambs on feecL January 1, 1946 was estimated to 
be 6.7 million head compared with 6.9 million a year earlier and an average of 6 . 
.million in 1940-44. Th'e West!:lrn' Sheep States_ and Nebraska fed approximately 
!+5 percent of the lanbs in the 1945-4·< season. 

Fewer lambs are available for grE;J.j.n feeding this year, although foed 
supplies in the Corn Belt are larger. The 1946 lamb crop was 2 .million head less 
than the 1945 crop, more than half of the reduction occurred in the Western 
Sheep States Yrhich produce most of the feeder lambs. Slaughter of 1946-crop 
lambs to December 1, was about as large as slaughter of 1945-cro:p lambs to 
December l, 1945, le,aving fewer lambs for slaughter or herd replacements. 

Lamb feeding is indicated to be materially greater than a year earlier 
in Iowa, Indiana, and Missouri, bu-t will be down in Nebraska, the leading lnmb 
feeding State of the Corn Belt, and in \Hsconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan. 
Shipments of stocker and feeder sheep and lambs to Nebraskain July-November 
were the "smallest in 8 years .and only little more than half as large as in 1945. 
Feeding in the Corn Belt as a whole will be down from a year earlier. 
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Table 7. Sheep and lambs repe:ived in 8 1·1id-wecterrl Statca, 
Ju~~~ovember ~g4!-~6 1} 

---·. ----
. state 

Nmnber : • Nmp.b~r -- --- ... 
Ohio 198,367 197,006 1'!-5,023 60,170 
Ind.iana, · 168, 711{. 181,'~87 120,117 'i92;784 
Illinois, 323,070 246;''?17 29T,Q8r ~90~Q49 
Michigan:: 113.,926 :77' 287 : 45,959· ;3Y, 17;3 ~ 
1-Visconsi,n ·84,296 !92, 468 96,739 JrG1,963 
··Minneso~a 350,712 386,204 4J;4:, lJjO 392,029 

I&tTa '. 719,696 731;334 850,~25 $ql, 789 I 

Nebraska;: 833,234 J,D04,306 1,085;468 9~3,689 
. . . 

102 
117. 

:· 102, 
' 85 
. 82 
.. 70 
·. 123 ,...,... 

Qi) 

.. •rotal 2.,79.~,015 ~9i6;(o9 3,055,2~-8 2:59<J .• f)l~6 ~772,],.98 2,546)614: 92 

'f) Data obt~'ine'rfr~pt offices of .state Vcterj~ians;. 

' Lamb. feedl::tg ~robably will" b.o matcriull:r reducGd i~ tbe Vl&cterri States this 
season com:p.ared. lTith: last, with most States chowing a decrease. ''I'Lia ·will resul'C 
principally becaus.e "of. high_ feed ':prices, Colorad.0: um:;il 1943 the leadilig lamb feed­
.ing State. o;f. the l'h(ion, ;.;ill :'eed materially fevrer :L8.1:J.f•S this season !than l.cwt and 
the smalles;t. nurnber .in ma_ny yem-s,.. In ea~·ly Dac<.>.mber; fewer lmnts wor.e in ·Califor­
ni.a. feed1ot(s than u,:'year earlier:·· 'L3lnb feeding -vras ldr,3e L~ that Stut:e iri J.9i-t5-4o. 

. . -~ . . 
Reduc.~d lru>'lb f'eeding in C<?loro.do and tho Scotttluff c,rea qf. ::-Tebrash\ indi­

cates that ·lamb clO.u.ghter will de8lino more thar_ sensoYJ.ally jn -:t-1 .. 1rch and AJril. 
Lamb slaughter after Arril :prob:1bly will co.1ti::me less thc.'l e yeD:r earlier, reflect­
ir:g the sma:t-1er lalilb. cr·op in prospec ~ for 1)47 • 

• ' t • 

. . Slaughter of .mn.tm.~e ewes c:::mtinues large, Lamb :prices have recentl;'f been tho 
h~ghest on .reco:;.·d. ,But ewe prices are cor..slderc:.bly belovr the peal~s ree.chei duri; G 
July and October 1946. A rather' shcr:p reduction i; the roto of evre slaughter wcuTI..d 
be among the first. indications tliat the down'lnrd trend in shee:p mllllb8rs is nearinc 
its end. ' . ., 

The 1947 lanb. crop ia e:(pecteJ.. to d.uclir.<:. for "c.l10 si:·~th successi7e year·, o.nd 
· probably will be one '·or the smalleot ir" :rround -~.w·o decad.os. Ei,re r..u.:m'bero in. the 10 
principal ~arly lame Statos declirced 8 :percent in 1945 :::md o.Frare~·~tly '.~oT't:im.ted to 
decline in ;ail or most of theoe States ill J.C)lJ-0. Ewes on fan-es ::n the 10 S:tu:tes 
January 1, ". l9ll·6 were 16 perccT"t below the a~crage for 1937-41 with decreas~s .ln all 
states exce:pt Texas. 

Lomb ;prices to Continue Hish in 1947 --- --- -~ 
Reduced numbers of feeding lambs ar.d ::tro"\3 demend h1::ve -r~:::;vJ;be-£l; ·;Ln. record 

high priceG for feeder lrunbs i'rorn the 194L; e1·op. Prlcc.'s i~eache.d. .. the· higJ;iect. on 
record. in mid-October, and w<.:re only sl:i1zlrcly lower through eai':Lj Dec ~:r.fber. · Prices 
were more than $3.00 11er 100 pounds hichor tlmn a yt:.::u: ero~lier. Prices of slaughter 
lambs of the better grad0s rose 8h::.t.r:p1y after Octobe:c 14, when ·price ccilinss were 
lifted, a.1d the spread betweeE averce;e pr:'.ces of feeder lam'bs :1t Omaha :cmd good 
grade slaughter lambs ot Chicago in November become um1.suo.lly lvid:_: -- $5.90 per 
100 pounds. In cvntrast, feeder 1mnb rrice,::; a yeTI' ou.rlior were hit;hcr tha:n. 
slaughter lamb pricoo. However, the pa;yment c:f suboidies on slaughter lambG ro.nging 
from $1.50 to $2.15 :per 100 }!Ounds }!rovided a fe0ding :mTI'gin averaging $1.77. 
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lvlonth 

·Tahle 8~. -:- -AverFLge price per 1.00 :pounds cf gooQ. and choiee grades cf 
slaugher·lam"os at Chicago and fAed.in~·: 1FLmbs at Omaha; ~nd 
price spread •. by months t •. 1940-44 av .. 1 and 1945-46 

. . . 

19.4-o:J+4 AL __ . : ~: _ _:_]:9_:±2..__-: -:--1 ,.....___ --·-··-

__ Aver!J£_e: Price I'· Price : :· . Ave-rai;:o:.lft:.i.c.e· Price 
Sle.ughter!·iFeeding Sprt:ad:: Slaue:hter ?eeding : · s:prcad 

lambs l inc1u.ding lambs 1 :· lambs t n. l!'tffib:!' 
.. Q~~~a.e:Q _:_Oma..."ha_ . -~~ Chicar."o 

lncludinr : ,· : : 
• Omaha . subsid.LJ ·:· -Ex; lud~: . : 

@U.bsidy ing : . : . 
1/ : ~ubsidy: ___ -''----

DoL . . Dol. Dol. , 'Jol.- -Dol. 
: . . . -·----·· 

~--=­
Feb. : 
March 

3:~:~~ ~2:g~ .. -----~-i2j~ . i~:.~~ ·- ~:9! 
lb,T{ lb,7,7 l)o..;O 2,87 

April 
May 
Juno 
J.".J.l~· 
Aug~ 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 

· Dec.· 

Jan. 
Feb.· 
Mar. 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
l~ov. 

Dec. 

13.12 
13.27 

: 13.54 

:.s/12.90. 
:~/12.88 
:?}12.72 
. 12.70 

12.74 
13.26 

11.63 
11.52 
11.20 
11,03 
11,42 

1.25 
l.20 
1.50 
1. 71 
1.84 

16.82 16.82 14.00 2.82 
15.~3 14.91 
16.02 . 21 16.02 
16.14 l!' . 16.14 ~ 
1b.09 ?:./ 14.32 14.53 1.56 
ll;ijl) ?:./ 13.68 14~ 51 . 94 
1b.)0 14.53 ll+.66 1.64 
16.42 14.65 14.76 1.66 
16:91~ 14.6h 14.33 2;58 

-- --- 1946 -- -- _;____ 
17.16 14.89 14.46 2.70 
13;05 15.28 15.50 2.55 
18.46 15.69 15.38 3.08 
19.30 16.53 15.30 4.00 
19.16 16.89 
V>.69 ?J 16 .. 42 
20.07 2/ 20.07 
20.06 2/ 20.06 
19.16 "ff:.l 19.l6 
21.69 21.69 
23.67 23.67 

16.53 
17~26 
17.90 
17.77 

3.53 
1.90 
3.79 

. 5.90 

--,-- ----,,---- -~ ----- --- --- ------ --- ---·-17 Subsidy estimated~ 
[} Spring lambs~ 
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· Slaughter lamb prices are expecte_?: to cont_inue high through the wintsr 
·and· spring and may even ~dvance somewhat in early ,lJlq, with reduced slaughter 
and cont1nued strong demand in prospect. Prices may clecline more then cct.1,sen­
elly in the late summer ~nd fall if de:tn?...nd for meat weakens. But, slaug~1tor 
lamb prices probably vriil be high relative to cattle prices in 1947 c~s a 
whole·.' Beef supplies will be large whereas reduced lamb output is in pro-
spect. .~, 

GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 

Sla1,15hter Plant Oertificc.tion Order Terminated 

I 

War Food Order 139 was terminated November 30, 1946. Under its pro-
visions certain nonfederally insp~cted plants were granted authority to 
ship meat in interstate corrrrnerce. Such pl&nts were required to :r.:.eet speci­
fied :sanitary standards, and were requirE-d to set aside meat for Goven:unent 

_purchase but were exempt from slaughter controls. Around 260 plants had 
· been:· certified under the order by the time of its termination. a:i:.:r ~;, :i!IUt :t'J.OO 
:r;lants ~cor. tj_r\ff:) .ito ret a i.:: ·cE1.:-tifi cri<; c on. "he o. r"'"' r +'1' ~"' t "P. c ~"""' er~-~"e "t ,· ve Ju:fy '16, 1945: · · · · · - "'-· - k• ud ...,,_,_ • ... - . 

Pri:me Grade Reestablished 
:=-=- ·-= = 

The -prime grade of beef, veal and c:::-.lf carce.sses was reest::~bli-shed 
as an- offic'in.l grade by the Department of .11.gricu1ture December 3. That 
grade was discontinued as· an official stanJe.rd October L 1942, to cor:dorm 
with OPA price resul~tions. The prime grade for lc~b and mutton was never 
officially withdrawn. Price ceilings for c·hoice c.nd :prj~e meat wero the 
same, which tended to discourgge feeding of slc.ughter animals to .'3. b.igh 
degreB of finish. 

Fed.eral Im;-pection for C.<:.nned Pet Foods .--...;...;;.;::..--.. .. --__ .,.... 
Prepared canned pet foods may now be inspected and certified by 

Department of Agriculture Meat Inspectors 1.ffien :packers request and ps.y for 
this· service. The inspection includes supervision over sanHc.ry conditions 
in.· tJ:;t:e- pl~t and. . the ·ingred.ients that go into the can, ac cur a to labelir-g, 
and other steps in preparation. At least.30 percent of the product must 

. b€l' meat or me·at b;y-:p~odtrct·. T-he·, inspec-tion service clot::s not-· -in~ludo "dry" 
pet foods such .as dog biscuits. 
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THE WOOL SITUATION 

Rise in Prices'of Domestic Wool 
""'T''"c'OOtTrtue ;' OUtlook fOrCCC'Sales . 
~ ~ ~~c:c::a:::a:=~c::a~. 

~ Less Favorable . -- =---=-"'""" .......... 
CCC 'selling 'J)rices for domestic wool were 'ldjusted Octob~r· 14, in accord­

anec with changes j_n· -p.:-.:.rity t=md since then monthly increases 'in, the parity price 
have required further corresponding increases in Government selling -prices. On 
November 30, prices for fine wools wore increased 3 cents a pound, scoured basis, 
and prices for most other grades of shorn wool and pulled wools, except off-sorts 
ivere increased l cent a pound. The increr1.se in prices from S.eptember to November 
30 averaged about 10 percent, As.· the. advance in .parity is -expected'- to ·continue 
into the ee.rly months of 1947, further increases in CCC selling pric.es are. in 
prospect. December selling prices, bas.ed on a parity index o:r 212 (prices paid 
by farmers, includin8 interest and taxes) are only about 6 percent below the 
support level r,t which CCC is buying domestic wool. 

Evon with the recent increase in CCC oellin13 '9rices; some qualities of 
domestic wool,·-particul?..rly fine grades, ere still priced below similar imported 
wools because of the· sharp mid-November incre.:::se in the in-bond price.s after pric' 
ceiline;s wore removed. With prospective incre~tses in CCC .selling prices .. price 
relationships mrc.J again become ur1favoruble to the sale. o;f Gove;ronm.ent- vl'ooJ.s unless 
~rices in forE!iGD markets continuo, to adve.nce. 

· ·ccc sales of domestic shorn c.nd pulled wool in the first 4 weeks of Nov­
ember "lotaled·about 56 million pounds. grease bnsis, according to preliminary 
reports fr'om handlers. S[cles s~nco September nave been &>"t a muqh higher rate 
than during the first G Iilonths. of· the ye0..r. With· se:1sone"lly small rec.eipts, CCC 
stocks on January 1, 1947 P.re likely to be smaller then the September 29 stocks 
of approximr:1.tely 560million pounds, grease lasis. But January l, 1947 stocks 
will be larger than a yeu.r earlier. 

Table 9.-CCC purchase prices and'sellln[fiJriccs'per.:pound ·:tor 
selected grades of domestic woo.l, scoured basis, 1945-46 

..... 

. Grade 

dollars dolbrs dollars. doilers dallas dolle.rs dollars 
m..~ • ---=-= ~~ .... ---

Territory wools 
e4s and _finer < .Verage, : I 

and good French combiD~ 1.18-1.19: 1.03 
Bulk 60s, sta~le 1.16 1,00 
56s strictly staple 1,06 
50/48s, staple .98 .90 

Bright fleece wools : 
64s and finer, French: 
combing and staple :-1.20-1.21: 
60/58s, staple :1.14 
·56s, staple :1.03 
50/48s, staple .. . 96 

1.07 
1.00 

.93 

.90 

1.00 
.97 

.87 

1.04 
.97 
.90 
.87 

1.00 
.97 
.90 
.87 

1.04 
.97 
.90 
.87 

1.03 
.98 
.93 
.89 

1.09 
.97 
.93 
... 37 

1.14 
1.02 

.))6 

.92 

1.11 
1.04 

.99 

.95 

.. 1/ PU:rc'hase-P'rices illile~'"fiie~i945.\6 'P~Tce=""s"Ch"e<iule :--·~'T'h:S'e,.prtces*"Wnl continue'" 
in effect until April 15, 194r(. gj Selling prices were the same as purchase 

prices prior to Noverr.ber 27, 1945. Compiled from PMA price schedules . ) 
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Prices Firm in Foreign Markets 

The S.Jptember-October advance in wool prices in foreign markets apparently 
vras maintained for most qualities in November 0 United SJcates buying, wi1ich had 
been moderate in relation to the c11.rrcmt high rate of mill cons1_1mption of in'ported 
<Nool., increased somewhat. This prob8.bly reflected increased dealer rn.:rchases ~.fte 

ceilings on rcsoi( prices v;ere removedo Prices of spot foreign wool :'.t Boston_, 
which had been held belo':t re~>lacement costs by OPA ceilings,. advanced qHi te s~1arpl: 
after ceilings vier0 removed in mid-Novembero The advance lLrgely reflected earlie 
advanced in foreir:n markets o Quoted prices for good topmakin[?;~> spot, Australis.n 
64/70s ranged fro:n ~lol6 to $1,20 clean basis., including duty, in early Decem1Jer. 
Spinners types o-!: tJ,ic grade were quoted duty-paid o.t $1,24-$1 0 30., Because 
Australian fine vro•)ls are skirted_, they hi:we lov.'er conversion costs·' tha:r s iJ"',UcT 

domestic trools o The difference in ·favor of foreign wools is estimated G.t ~~resent 

to average rib out 9 cents o. pound scoured oasis" Alloc-ring for these se.vings 
quotation for Australian .,-rool on a basir comparo.ble ,,.ith prices 0twted for domesti. 
wool would be about $l.07.-$lrill for r-ol topmakin:r, v.rools and $lol5~$1.21 for 
spinners types! 

l\~ill Consumption for 1946 
At Nevr Eecord :Ii"~h ·--- -- --..:::.-

Mill const'Jilption of f'.pparel vrool in 1946 vlill set a new· record if the 
rate of consum·otio•·, -,;_r"h_ich rrevfl.iled for the first lO months is maintained tlu'oug;h 
December 0 Cons,unptio'' on a scoured basis from <-b.nu:<.ry through October vras at s.n 
c,:nnual rate cC G21 mE lion }10U:rlds o A total consuluption in excess of 600 million 
pounds for 19~16 Yrould conpare with the previous hir;h cf 592 million pounds in 1943 
and ·would be more ·chan double the 193 5-39 averut,e of 281 million pounds o 

Because of the 18r[;e use cf high yield foreip.~n v:ool this year, consumption on a 
grease basis may fall slightly below the previous record of 1#077 million pounds • 

Mill connum~1tion of domestic wool. in l9Ll6 ugain will be less the.n the 
qun.nti"t;y producud. Use of domestic vrool kts in ere:: s"eci quite steadily, ho'vrover, 
from the low reached in che lfl.ttcr part of 1945,· ··,;nd i.n tho month of Octo·ber it 
WaS at c.n annu::tl ro.te of abocct 300 million ]IOUnds,~~ grease basis. In vievr of the 
sub6tantial purchases of domestic ·:rool frori CCC stoc}::s since September~ .the j_n­
C:t'0r.tse in consut1.'!·1::ion of domestic .mol s~;eri,s likol;.·· :.o continue for several 
months D.t leo.st. 

Some decl_ine from the 1946 record rfl.te of total consumption is probc~blo 
in 19<'e7c Deman•J for l:tcn's suits continues strong cmd stocks are lmv., Bt.1t sup­
plies of ''!omen's •.·ool c1othh·;': are nrn;Jle to moot J.erc:·nd at current prices. 
Production of women's nnd c;1ildren1 s -,.,;eo.r fu.brir>s in tho first 9 months of 194G 
w as over twice as ln >·ge as tho 19~59 rc. te of production. If consumer incomes 
doclLce in 1947, demand for 'Jomen' s YJe 9r fabrics nw.y decline considerably. A 
decline in consumer purcll.:'l.SCS might also curtail demaud for replenislunsnt of 
commercio.l ir.ventories oi' mc.nui\:.ctured \'tool products vrhich hG.s been o. contribu-ting 
factor to the r<:1cord mill usc of vmol in recent months o Inventories of many 
app::crel items, however, still remain fcirly smnll relative to sales. 



Wool Jmports Decline 
........ -,:wrZr 

Imports of duti2ble wool declined to 59 million pounds in October, 
compared with 74 million in September rmd_ the Jnnuo.ry-So-ptcniber monthly . 
aver<:1.ge o:f 73 mjllion. Datn on arrivuls nt 3 ports indicate that tho 
lm·mr rntc may hnve; continued in November. Even with reduced tmports in 
the final qunrtor, total l94fi importD seem likely to exceed those o:r 
nny earlior ye:~r except 1942 and 194 3 when largo amounto of Bri tJsh -Nmcd 
wool entered tho ~ountr;r~md were storod here us r.m net of intcr~.l::.ti.ornl 
courtesy. The decline :Ls reflecting the cocsc.tion of ~~>.ies in thl' U!!i ted 
Kingdom end the British Southern Dominions from June 30 tUl c.ucti::.ns 
were openod in September Gnd also tho Moderate partic:i.p-·tion of united 
Stctes bu;>rers r.~t tho early n.uctions. During September and October tho 
price situation for resale of j_mportcd wool in the domestic m"rkot undor 
OPA ceiling regule.tions we.s confucod n.nd CCC sellJ:c1g prices worG l'Jwor thEm 
they e.re now. · 

Imports in 19)+7 probably will declir:e. Mill consumption is expected 
to be lower in 1947, ::md mills probably will reduce thcjr Jrrge iDvcntorios 
of foreign 1-rool. Stocks of .?.ppnrel vool in the United States on next 
January 1 vill probnbly be tho l0.rgost on record for tho.t dnto eond f.lJ0t 
of thGse stocJco will be government-owned domestic iWOl. If CCC is 8L''.bled 
to reduce tho.ir holdings of wool during 1947 thin will :~lso roduco tho 
demand for foreign wool. Even so, 1947 imports -prok,bly will ba 300-500 
hundred million pounds larger than 1935-39 onnual avor::>ge im_l?ortn of <;:') 
million poundo. 

Im)1orts of "free" wools for floor covering :1nd rel:c;tod use~" ir· the 
first 10 months of 194·~.: totaled 221 million pounds whic~l exceeded tho 12 . 
months total for ~my oF~rlier cc:.lend-cr yeo.r. 

As a resnlt of a si tuntion which ts somowh· .t similar to t!:J.r;t following 
World War I, the demand outlook for fine gredes of n.yrpc.n>l ifool :l.D :;tore f~yor­
ablo thEm for medium grGdos. The price su-pport ·-provJ:::dons of the :Sr:i.tiGJ;1 
Joint Orge.nization disposr.l 11lan m:=:.y tend -t;o l'L.:Otrict prico chn.n,?,UG 'h<Ysrreml 
the ve.rious grades, particulGrly on n declining rr;.lrkot. Sine·:: derrc'.:nd of 
fine wools is strong end supplies of lnedium ~.nd coo.roo G;rrLdc.:~ ,.,ill be 
much larger than supplies of fine grad.os: r> rGlat~_voly·vride price spro·.~ 
will bo necessary to liquid:jto stocko. · 
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PRODUCTION OF MERINO AND CROSSBRED WOOL IN 10: PRINCIPAL 
·PRODUCtN·G COUNTRIES, AND PRICES OF. FINE AND MEDIUM 

DOMESTIC WOOL AT BOSTON, 1_910-4~. 

POUNDS 
(MILLIONS) 
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PRODUCTION IN 10 COUNTRIES 

--~ . ~~ .. I ---__ , "'~' 
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'Merino 
(58/60's and fin~r) 

(SCOURED BASIS) 

1920 1925 1930 

Fine Territory 
(64~s 70's 80's) 

1935 
BEGINNING 1944, PfiiCES ARE CCC SELLING PRICES 

1940 1945 ... 1950 

, . . . . . DATA FOR 1946 ARE ESTIMATED . . . . 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 4625" 'BUREAU OF A'GRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

· ·aeca.use of drought in· Australia and South Afr lea, .and reduce.·d output in the 
United·States,,production,of fin·e wool in 10 prtncipal apparel ~ool,producing c_ountries 
is smaller than at any time since the late 1920's. Production of medium wool has been 
malrilaTned close to the wartime peak. World wool stocks are large, but only a small 
Part of the stocks are good qua 1 i ty fine. woo 1 s • 

. Because of· the relatively small proportion of good quality fine wools in the 
total supply, the price ~utlook for fine wools is more favorable than for medium wools. 
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Production of ::nerino wools (58/60s and finer) in 10 of the rrincipel pr('-
ducing countries in 1911-6 is estimated to be c:•(Jout 10 st::rcent sl11Rller tr.~m the · 
1934-38 averaf;e &.ncl the smal1Pst since tbr l~:.te 1920s.l/ This relativel:r small ~ro­
duction has resulted from declining prod-:....:J7.ion in thf:; Lrnitod. Stetes, Aush·~·.liu ~'!nd 

South L.frica, P.ll prerLomin:>.tely fi!le 1,1rool prod.::ciGg countriu;, BecF,US•:l rlf ln.r:-;c 
sheep losses from drouP:ht., prcducticn of fine IITools in Austrs.l:i.n PY~d Snut.>1 .-:.fric? 
is l"il:el~r to continue relPtivel;r smnll in the next fm·.' yerors, 10v·~·n thouc:·h ~::i,.,.h 

:prices received for vrool in thA currRnt senson 1·rill encourc-.,"'G expnnsion of flocks, 
Worlcl , .. ;ool stocks are larp;e, l1ut only a srrw.ll p;ort cf the c:n·r:r-over arc fi_._ ·· '•''ocl~ 

of the lcind r;en<?relly imported into this country, 

Cn the other hend, ~.:,rodt:ction of crossbred \vools (r:;Ss and co?r:~·!r . p<.:<<r.l 
wools), chiefly prod.ucPd in South Arrierica :end lie't>r Ze.sland.·, has rflen ,naint.:'ir,-:·d 
close to the v:art.ime psak ancl is ;-;:uch l'Ht;cr thr:m 193l~-3S c.wer~: .. :;e. The; sbbilizi,,o~ 
influence of the British dispos;;;l pln.n on ,,rcrld ·.·•ool J:ric!'~s, British Gov8rn:wnt -
o.greements 1Hith the Do:-ninions ''rhich provu1e c'c'l 8c-sured outl<.t for 1::-,mb in Britis~ 
Empire countries, Emd favor:::.bli3 prices f~r msdium voolB tl:is se.:.:son m:-.~r tend to 
keep product ion of lTit-)dium ,e.rnd.e 1•Jools rlt n rel"' t i vely hip;h lPvel, ~-tlthcmc;h so::ie 
decline from the pres0nt ne~r record level is indicated, 

World '.•roo l prod.uction in 1946 is estimated 2.t 371C _1lillion po-.l'!:lds. T~is is 
abo-u.t the same ~-s in 1945 "tiut <'1.bo1.:t 12 per~ent smaller th.cm the reconl prodc;.ction 
in l9Ul. It is r\rmroximo.t8l;r o!l o level 1>Jith the 1034-313 r.vor<?,;e. ?rod•;.ction in 
surplus prod.ucin~ cou!ltriPs of the Southern :1emisphere w:;s 2 ,2q5- rd11 ic:n WYcmds ir: 
1946, about 3 pPrcer:t <hove pre\o':ar. Bu.t this incrras•., is offset b;r sm~:llsr ~"roch:c­
tion in the United States e:md in Eurore, tho most im:9ortn.nt \·ro:cl consu..;nin-?: r::rchs, 

Production in Austrt:'lia, w}:ich -or0ducec more thrm one-:ourth of t.!:') ~·rorld'e 
wool is estimP._ted a.t 9'i0 'Tiil~_ion ']:'·Ounds .. for 1946. This is ·"bout ~~ percent hcrc":r 
than last years procbJ.ction, i.._rhich vm.s roduced by drouGht to thE: lcirr;>.st lr~Y.:-1 in 
yc-&rs, Shee-p nu;.ib<>rs ~""'r8 r'l<.'tuct'd clc;.rine:" the drouuht to ,:bout C)h reilli0;c, •.>S cf 
Ma.rch 30, V3l~6, co:np::>red '.'lith 123 millie~ in March'·'19hl~. Produ~tion in Sonth -· 
Africa in 191.~6 declint"'d to 195 million rounds, the s;.nllr:st since lC)2,' .. DPu.--:':J.t 
has been a factor in the decline i;1 South Africb. also, 'but :t-crc,c'1u:-:tion h·'s tr,mded 
dOi•rmm.rc'L since ljl+J ~o:hen it total:,;d 27p million pou.nc:.s. :?ric,~s r-ec8i'.r2d at Socith 
African auctions this fall ha.ve been suhst<=mtial_ly :t.rcve c.rices pdd by t}-.e :?ritiol­
\vool Cr:Etr•lission d".lrin.o; the '.var. ':'l~is ;n<-y rromote exp:msi~n e:f producti)!:. from t.L 
current low level. Production in Nm.r Zeolrl.!1d in 19h6 is eGti:'lot"d. at 3~2 million 
IJO'lnd.s, about the S8/!l0 .'!.S in 1945, but sm~·llcr t 11<1.n th·= F'11-4 recorC:. of :n2 milli;~' 
Dl'O'lf:ht in parts of Harth Island, lJev-r Ze[:l:Jnd edversely :=.ffected t.h.;) e'..ios •Jf 1'}-'~ 
and 19l.~6. Production in Argentir:<J. \·rill c::,,~~1in re<.c1-: the r2cord. t0tcl of 500 1>illi~J 
polnds compared \1Titl1 1934-33 average production of 370 ':lillion. i'Tool rrocluction 1 ; 

UrJ.~.lay in 1946 reached a neF hi,c-:h of 176 million p0~.1nds, ~\.lmo>'t !1alf a::·c.in [! s 
lar,;e r.,.s 1934-3S averaf_':e proclucticm. TTrup;·cu:y produces medium nnd. fine cr:::>2::{hred 
wool '\ofhich, in acldition to i'in<l 1·rools, was also ('reatly in dem:.md. for ;r,Jlikcn' 
fahrics in the United Stf tes durin>! the '\ofe.r. 

In the United States, indicated 191+6 production of 358 million ro1:nd.s is 
the smallest since 1927. Production in Europ.e also continued to decline in 191+6. 
1/ The co'.mtries :L;cl~d~d in th-;-,.~stime,tes are Australia, Ne"' Zeala!ld, South 
Africa, Argentina, UraF,U<·~', 'United States, 'United Kingd.om, Cr:>.nad .. <:., Frcnce, f,nd 
Germany. 
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· Production in ::;pecifie;l<i. countY"ies and es ciu:· tecl 
,· ~ ·. ·. wo~ld f·otr~.l., e:rcas0 bqsis;,. av_er-a(::G 19~4-38 annual 1943-40. 

··; 

. : k.rere.ri-e . '.) 

; 1934-38 re·f!3.on 

-"-"""!-- -- --~~ .. " ... __ 
outhern I!emiSlJhe:re 
Aust·ralia 
New Zca l9 nd• 
British ~:outh Afri'.'a 

Total Pritish Do111inj ons· 
South Ameri'ca 

Art;entj_nn. · 
Uruguo.y 
Brazil 
Chile 

E.atih1atE.;d t;ot::;.l '!:J 
Total Soutl1ern .ltc::'il:1.sphere 
orth America· 
Un:i.ted Sta cos· 
Cana.cfa . 

Estimated ~o"ta 1 ?:} 
.rope' exclud~FS S ovis-!; Union 
United KingCi om 
Irelaild .. · r 
France 

· S.pa.ip 
· Portiigal 
Italy · 
Germany 
Southeastern 15"t.lr6r·e 

Estimated tot<il 
orth Afri co. 

;cy 
. ') f. 

!.:.l 

Est ~-::lB te-d to ts.l 
io. e:::cluding r,;hin~~. 
Turko;v 
lnd:ia. 
Iran · 

. Estb;;.ted total y 
China 
s ov·J. e t. tJni on (tot£, 1) . " 

Errtim:-"tted World tot2..:!. ·?:_/:/ 

.. . 
M.'illion 
pounds 

"995c3 
299.3 
238.,6 

~ 1;5.'53. 2 .. 

90.0 
210o.O 

:3,720.0 . . . . 

. 

-:...--...-.. . . 
1943 . : 1944 1945 

]} 
----- -----Iv;i".l_lion: · ·Million Hill_iop. 

pounds -rounds ----·--- nounils 

J. 1 169o0 1,017.3 930.0 
330.0 .. 

3'72~0 · 352~cr 
25Cc0 234.0 210.0 

i,749.o . "i~62'S .3 J. $ 4(127f) 
-. ..... •' 

520.0 soo.o 500.0 
147 .. 9 J.52o0 175 .. 2 
42.0 4:2.5 4:5.0 
35.0 . ' . 34.0 32.0 

773.9 '758.4 782.4 
2,522.,9 2_,38].7 2,274~4 

419c6 L~:lS.l 387.0 
l?IJG l9o3 19.6 

4131.6 <'~Sl. 7 421.0 

90.4 2G~8. se.6 
15.3 15o9 16.1 
2Go9 • '2 c .o ~.?~ljO 

·' J Ol.G 101_,0 94.6 
13 e'/ lf:. 9 18 .. 4 
:3] .• 0 r'l r'"1 ,.. 

G toO 23.0' 
4-5. '7 :!:9q9 y· 

115.4 lV:~ .5 815.2 
~'.so •. L 472~1 422.,7 

107 ,.\.! l02.fi 103.8 

62.0 6?:o0 60.0 
?~;.o. so.o '75.0· 

.. ' . 2G•O 21.0 29.0 
221.0 220.8 213.6 

90.0 Pc~.o 80.0 
230a0 210o0 ·220 .o 

4,130;.0 3,920.0 3 1 740e0 

1946 

II 
Million 
pou'!1ds 

. ,970.0. 
.'3 50 .o 
195.0' 

'1,515.0 

500.0 
175.7. 

45.0 
33.0 

.783 ,9 
2,298•9 

358.0 
17.5 

089.9 

90.5 
15.4 
26 .. 0 
86.8. 
18.0 
26.0 

9¥3 
421.2 

85.0 

60.0 
70.0 
29.0 

210.9 
7'fi•O 

22'7.0 
s .. no.o 

. Prel...,.i""m"""in ....... ~--I r; 7Tl Jncl1.'CCS cstirrl:'.tC.:S for7c:;dlh~ ( s-rio;~ sh~.:;v:;n- in tal-;~'87 V.Included 
h tot~l~ "!/ I-ncTutc:o ~;,,7(~1; .. !7• Yug~~;lo.vier1 D11lgario:, ,Rum\"nia, Al1,)eJ1:ia --~~c.-"Gre<'ce 
Rou:nd~d to tens .·of 1n.ill ~.ons •. · .· · , · . , · . , ' . . · .i 

st:i.m~t~s of the Qft'ioc of Foroicn Agric,,Jtcn·n1 R<~lc,·'.:;icl-:: ccm';.)].L;d ·from ·official 
ou:rces or es ti.ma to d. o:n: 'the. :b!l.t'is of inform:~ tion ,n-s.; ~-'~ 1:-J.•.;... .Includes wool produced: ·· 
Jstly ~~-·the spr;in~ in thp, .Jort.ht::r":o. 1~cnisphore 8.·:1c: th::•t produq.ed in ,the ,senson 
gin~ihg July. 1 o:r Oc+nocnt .1 of tJ:q sc,me c<l.lsndr,r "'·mr in tl:.o .Sout~hm;.n .!:emisphere. 
11~¢;-:_,v'o'ol inch1~ed for·m;s.t cm;.]yb,;ics ut .. it:~ areas Qotd~'Val~nt., · .~,. 

~:. ' -~ . 
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Prices per pot:nd of v.'ool and other textile fibers, United .Stat0s 1 1943•46 

Annual P::vera'0e 1945 : 1946 Item 
: 1943 : 1944 :1945 : --- ----Cents Cents C0nts 

Hov. 1--s-ept~: Oot. TNOV. T 
C6lJts Cent.s C~ C~-;:;t-;-

Prices received by .farmers 
gr~osc basis 15t~ of month •••I 

Boston r:ta:rlwt: l/ 
Territory, s6oured basis 
64s, 70s, 80s •. staple combe 
56s combing ••••••••••••••••••: 
Bright floe0e. greasy -

G4s, 70s, 80s, delaire •• ~ •• : 
56s combing .-. • •••••••••••••• ~ 

P.o:r-eigJ?. wool .. in bonG.: 
Scopred hnsis -

Au~tralian 64s I '{Os cood 
top-rnn.ki ng; y' • • •. • • • •• •. • : 

CC<pe, short ~ombinc; ••• ••• • • a 
Grenso basis - ' 

Montevideo 60-64s ~··•••••••••= 
Montevideo ls ( 56n) ••••••• ., • •: 

Other textile fih0rs: : 
Cotton, 15/16-~nch : 

.f.'~:i.ddlhlg y ••••• ••••••••••e: 
·Rayon staple fiber y ••••••••= 

Viscose 1-1/2 der2i~r • o •• • •• ; 

Acetnte 5 denier •••••t•••••: 

117.8 119.-0 
lO'f.2 104.5 

46e9 47o0 
54.~ 54.5 

75.9 72.1 
72.5 72.5 

41.~ 39 0 4 
,n,4 1o.? 

20.6 21.~~ 

2~.·~ 2<1.8 
43.0 '11.9 

41·,9 40.8 

117.7 119.0 
103 o5 104,.5 

. 

:w.o 47.5 
5,1.,0 54.5 

75a2 ?5.5 
72.-5 12.5 

40.5 
42.,5 

• 25.0 
3·;:1 ~o 

41.1 

99o5 
88Q5. 

40.0 
46.5 

~t3,0 

43.5 

25.0 
38,0 

41.1 

42.1 
40,0 

25.0 
3f3,0 

·'!:3. 5 
~9o0 

·Dd'lTlestic wool prices c.re from the Pr~duction fmd 'Pnrko-ting Administration: f'orOi~n 
wool prices ~ne fron the I'oston Co1m?rcbl Bull?t.i:n except as noted, n.nd nrc llcfore 
N\vment of d11tv • . i ... Domest:~c ·wo;l r:riccs 1J,.,f?ed on CCC. selliriG prL~ec, l9t.i-<J: to ci.a.to. ?:/ C;uotn.tions on 
spot wool fror;, the Product:ion and TTa:rketin;:: J"d~n:ini stratton. y 1'Jo 'JcJOtations. :J Av 
erar:;e o.t 10 mo.rhd~,;, 2f1 ::;·.o.B. nroducing plr.:d,s~ Bure~cu of Labin· Sb.<tist.:Lc.s, .· · 
_o/No qucbit.ions ~;.vo.i1a1-lc •. Burco.n of Labor St·~.~.istics. 

Wool: T.!ii-i, .:onsufnption ·in tho ·Uni tad 8hntcs _ 1944-4p 

.Item 

Grease bas·is: 
Apparel wool : 

Domcs·Lic ·., • •• s318-, !595 251,735 
Foreir;n , .. r..,:690,.3D1 .. 76l 1 0-16 

Totf1.1 • •••• , :ll]lt\}lb:J'. l~IZ, '?81 
CaFpet wool ott 6l,l66 76,087 

Scoured basis: · 
Apparel wool 

5,968 
14' Lt56 
Z0,42 1.c 

1,165 

3,971 
1(.,,332 
20.003 
3,284 

Domcstic •••••• :150,8R1 1201 357 2,841· 1 1 873 
Foreign •••• ..- :426,152 468·~ Wll 8 1 928 9, 978 

Total ... •. • :577,013 589 1 248 11, 7G9 1'1,851 
Carpet Yiool •• : 45 1 751 55 1 885 858 2;3:1:3 

~-':"'. 

Compil-::;d. fr(>i'. X'()l}Orts of tho Bureau· o.f the Census. 
y Four weeJ:: period. 

·l~ 464 5,6H 
14,864 16,135 
16,328 21,749 

1., 936 3,596 

746' 2,580 
9,005 9,867 
9,751 12,447 
1,457 21577 

5, 913 
1 G, 010 
21,920 
3,587 

2,741 
9z771_ 

12,512 
2,~ 
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SElECTED FEATIJR'i,S, Tl-fE LIVESTOCK AJr.D ''TOOL SITUA'riON, 1846, ~.fTTTf ISS~T3 DATE8]} 
I ',, 

Livestock 

Animal Units f ·; grai"l .-con.st'minn Jan.~Feb. 
Cnttle end .qf). ll!Tes: 

• • I 

· Feeder shipments 1 Corn. 3e 1 t; J?.ec. 
·-'Marketings: Se8Som:l varjc~tions in 

s l.:lugh ter s teors J Jan.-Feb • 
Numbers 1 Jan.-FelJ.., Nov. 
Prices;. Jan .... ~-e!J. .• ., A11r:;,-·, Sopt., Novo 

· Retur.ns from feeding; Sept. 
. Stc..bili'zation range pr"i ces $ Sept. 

European meat supp 1 ies J r.fuy-June 1 July 
Exporto -=tnd Imports: me;._·t 2nd lives+;ock; 

. · May-JunE> · 
Hogs: 

·Pig crops; July~ Sept .. ~ Dec:. 
Prices; Jan ... Feb.i i\fr.:,.r.,-J.pr,, S<'pt._, 

Oct.,'Nov. · · 
Sows farrowed. by l!lonths ; Jt.: ly, De r;. 

·support' prices; Oct. · 
Hog-corn yJrice r~tio; Sc~t. 
Horses and mules: 

Outlook and pricGs; 
Income, mel;'\-t r.mim'j ls; 
Livo·s to~k ·numbers ·: 

.;t'Pte 

I:f.t~· .. June 

··an f ·· J -n b · ·J· 1 " .i.. o.nns; o.n,.-t•e .• , u.;;'~ .:ep~,~. 

. On feed; Jo.n.-Fe·''•• J'c..y-Jtme 1 -;Sept. 
Meat: Board; Oct.· · 

Co:asum'l:)tion • Ho.v-June 
• t :c:· ' "' 

C;rpet w~ol: Outlook; Se}lt. 
Cloth p rcidu cti on; · ~·~nv ... Jurw, Au:::;~· 
Commodity Crt3di t Ccr~: Pt1rc::.~ St.'s • 

Sales, Stocks; Auc-. ,. 
S~ocks by ~rr.tdes;-~Jan.-F'~b., J.l::>.y7June ~~. 
Const1mpti0n, M:i.lli Dorn~ ~nd Forq Sept. 

Textile .fibEJrs; .To.lJ,-Fcb. 
Fo~ income; 1-Ja.r.-ll.pro 
Government Progr!:':m; .. l'roposed., ~.hr • .:.Apr. 
Imports and e:x.port~.:.s~,.ut1,erp !{~m.; Qct._ 
Unite~ Stutes; J.m.-Ii'cb~, I.Ir..:r.-Anr. 
. Sept~.; Nov, 

InternationFJ.l \fool Conc"ercncc c..t London; 
'Novl 

- Meat ( cont 'd. ) : 
Gradin~: Sept. De;~ 
Price ceilin0s: I11arc11-.April 1 Sept .... 
.Production u.S.; Jan.-Fehc, H?.y-June 
Production per ca~ita; Se~t., ~ov. 
Production., World Surplus countrie'l:r.; . .lll] 

Set-c.sides: En.r.-Apr • ., H8.;r-Junr. 1 J1.1ly 
Suppl:i nnd d istribu.tion; July. 

M_ec.t nn_irr:.'lls: 
. M:uke~inc~c, ph~.;s ic',.l vQ ~ume; ·W.ay-JunE 
Pricec, rrnrkct; Mc..r.-Apr., 3ent. 
.Pri~es, ccilinE; Oct. 
. ;:::dean cnttlo :irgioo: ~;M~· ... w:o;iuly;ect. 

Pci.ckip::; p lrcnts 1 . .;::ovt • apcr4tion;-,Unn.~~ 
ProC:u0tion gos.ls; l'·hy-June, Oct. 

·. Prcdu·~ ti rn1 not f8.I"m; li~Y.-June 

Sh<-07'. 'J.n•.i b.mbs; 
F<::erler :>:·.iu:::.r,:r~ts to Corn Belt;·Dec. 

.:_c-;tl~ ... - r .. tur: .. -; ~'rr .• -.nrr. 
Lo.r1b croTJ: I.hn.:h-Arr; _ • 
Pri~os; Jan.-Feb.;,. Hoy-June, Nov. 

s lc~u chter: 
~ .. ":1' • 

Con·l:;rols: ~~;ay:-;1\me., '-lily., S3pt1 Cbt .,Deo. 
livev.v ijlt; by: c;:+a:l:~Ei fi: slaughter,l.ay-June 
IIJu:nllers; Jr,n.-Fol:l., ~·I::.y-June, trove 

S\lbs idio s: ~Q.n~ :-Feb ... !~<;t r, -Apr., July 
Au;.:~, Sent-. 

Y.'ool 

' • • r 

~;o!;c,ip O:t,'tJ,.~H.>k; 813-rh 
frice~F .B9stcn- ~~fi',r·~ct; I.~av-J1)r,e 1 De:-. 

Bri'tj ~!--.sul::>nort;; Aui[,• 
.c.c.0,l.o9t·~ .Dny~. 
J'e c \ d ~. l;Jy :f~J;'Y:l'¥ :r~; J5~'.r .-Jin r. 

P:ro·:h:.~til~lH· United .::;to.tes; Jo.11.-Fob., 
l~1;::.r,.-A~r., Auc2·~ Scl't. 
.;orli; Dec. · 

Stook.~ ;c. c .c •. ..; Ja:n.-Feb.-.,·J,ay-June, .Aug;. 
tbalers and f.1U1's; 18. r.-Apr • 1 &3]11:; •, fuv • 
'rota1 fui ted States ; 1/fur.-lpr .,Muy-June 6 

Scrt• 
ViorLl; So13t, 

1945 is2uu, pago 23. 

., 

~~,1 ' ,I 

., 
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Livestock prices per 100 pounds (except '1rhere noted) • mA.rketlng~ a.ad 
slaughter statistics, by spe.eies, November J.946. with comparisons 

--__________ ~ICES --·--,:-- -..,....,.., =--
Item : Anl::.Jal'!.l : Jan~ - Nov• : 1945 : 19tj06 -

--:---- -- ...,.-- -- -- :Av.'3f!1: 1J4;j : l.?"fF5: -1?46 -: Nov. : flet. : No-y:--
t· Dol. "Dol. Dol. Dol. DoL Dol. Dol, 

~attle and calves • • 
'3eef steers' sold .. out of first 

hands, Chicago: 
Choice and prime ·~ •.•.••.•• : 12.~n 
Good •.•...•.•... · .•......•• : 10. 52· 
~1edium •.•.•...•. ~ o ......... : 8.94 
Con:u:rion '• · .................... : ~ 
!.11 grades •.......•. ~ ....• t ~i0~7 

GooQ.. grade : co"rs, Chi eago ...... : 7. 38 
Vealers: Gd. and_ ch., Chicago : 10.34 
Stocker and feeder steers : 

1Kansas City •.....•.•..••..•• : 8.36 13:07 13u23 15.51 
Av. price received'by farmers: l 

]eef cattle •••.•.•..•••..••• : 7.41 12.10 12.27 11~.87 11.3(') 18,1(1: 17.65 
Veal calves ................. : 8.72 13.20 13.32 15.25 12.6o 17.00 17,3tJ 

Hogs. 
Av. market :pri'ce, Chicago·: : 

.. :Barrows aml gilts •...•••••.. : ":" 14.75 14.75 
Sows •.•.•.....••...•...••.•• : -_13_.99_ 14.oo 
~11 purchases ••.•...••.•...•• : 7,9'7~6~6,__._...14 •. 62 

Av. price rec.eived: by farmers : . ' 
for hoGs •. .' ................. : 7.59 14;oo 14.e5 16.77 14.20 23.00 22.s~ 

Av. ?rice received by farmers : 
for corn 1/ ................. : 62.9 109.7 1)~.7 143.2 111.0 l7l~t 127.0 

Hog-corn price ratio, U. S. gj : 12.8 12.8 12o8 12.0 12.8 13.5 18.0 
Sheep and Lambs : 
Lambs, gd. and ch., Chicago •.• : 9.82 15.48 15.46 18.21 14.65 j}21.69 J./23.67 
Feeding lambs, gd. & ch., ®maha: 8.70 14,17 ~14.15 ~16.26 14.76 17.9~ 17.77 
Ewes, gd. ~nd ch,, Chicago •••• : 4.43 7.69 7.75 8,31 6.3, ~.33 8.39 
Av. price received.~y :f'ar.mer~: : 

"Sheep ....................... : 4.20 6.35 6.4!' 7.31 5.86 
. Lf.I!lbs ....................... : e.28 13.00 13.19 15.ll 12. 7Ct 

BLS index retail meat prioos ,5_/:100.9 131.1 131.1. - 131•0 
• 

Index inco111e of indus trial · 
t-.rorktirs 6-/ •.• ·, •...........•. :120.4 2S5.7 290.6 - 229.0 28L1.__ ---.. 

___ . l~w;hte;red under Federal inspection and. market statistic.§._ __ _, 
-~. · · :Thous. Thous. -Thous. Thoue:-Th~;- Thou.s. Thous. 

Cattle ........................ : .. £1,999 14,538 13,421 1o,o61 1,40S 1,103 1,3l.L6 
nalves .................. ~ ..... : 5t571 7,020 6,472 5.239 783 651 656 
Shoep and lambs ••.•.•••••..••• :17,609 21,220 19,h14 18,552 1,772 2,Ct05 1,529 
Hogs ................... ·•· .•.. :~·l,223 l•G,~6o 35,423 39,261 h,350 3,114 5,43~ 
.A.v. live weight of hogs, : -lb.- -lb.- -lb.- -lb.- -lb.- -1'tl.-, -lb~ 
- 7 ma.r.kets • .................. : 269 277 263 26(' · 21i'9 2 3 
}ercent packing sows are of : Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pch 

all purchases, 7 markets •.•• : - 9 9 12 7 11 . 6 
nts per bushel. ?}Number of bushels of corn equivalent in value of ~ounds o 
hogs. J}Wooled liilli"hs. 4/Average of prices for Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., Aug. ,Sept 

~I and Nov. 5/Meats, poullrry and fish: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1935-39 = 100. 
~ 1.9.35-39. ..;$ 100. . 
! 
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