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United States meat production in 1946 is estimated at 23,0 billion pounde, &

‘decrease of 3 percent from the 23.7 billion pounds produced in 1945, the Bureau of
Agricultural Ecomomice reported today. The 1946 total meat production wes the
fourth largest on record, Beef production was 9.4 billion pounds,down 9 percent
from 1945 but the second largest on record, Pork and veal production of 11,2 and
1,4 bi1lior pounds respectively were each the third largest of record, Production
of lamb end mutton was about 1,0 billion, the smallest since 1941, Except for 1945,
the lard production of 2.1 bdillion pounds in 1946 was the smallest since 1939, Veal
production was down 13 percent from 1945 and lamd and mutton down 8 percent. How=
ever, pork was up & percent, snd lard uwp 3 percent.

Potal slaughter of cattle im 1946 wae 9 percent under the 1945 record, but
was still the third largest on record, Cattle slaughter under Federal inspection
wes 22 percent below 1945 and the smallest since 1941, bdut other wholesale and
retail slaughter of catile was the largest on record and farm slaughter was the
highest since 1922, Calf slaughter under Federal inspection was down 17 percent,
while other wholesals and retail slaughter declined only 5 percent, Sheep and lemd
sleughter was the smallest since 1941, Under Pederal inspection, sheep snd lamb
‘slaughter wae 6 percent below 1945, but other wholesale and retall slaughter decreased
18 percent, Hog elaughter wae larger than in 1945 for each claes, with that under
Federal inspection 8 percent above 1945,

All species were slanghtered at lighter weighte thap im 1945, The average
live weight for hogs and sheep was the second highest on record, The average live
weight for cattls was 5 pounds lighter thamn in 1945, and that for calves 7 pounds
lighter, Calves alsoc averaged 9 pounds below 1944, but otherwise exceeded the
average weight im any other year,

The aceempanying tables show estimetes of slaughter and meat vroduction by
cless of slaughter and of total lard production for the period 1940-46, Numbers
slaughtered ender Federal inspection are compiled by the Burean of Animal Industry,
in this report, hewsever, inspected slaughter in Hawaill amd the Virgin Islands hss
been excluded, The data on live weight, dressed weight and production under Federsl
inspection are prepared by the Livestock Branch, P, & M,A,, and are based on monthly
reports of production and yields reported by slaughterers opergting under Federal
inspection, Estimates of numbers, live weight and production for other wholesale
and retail slaughter are based on reports from slaughterers who are not under Federal
inspection and om other available records of movement and diseppearance of livestock,
Prior to 1944, information on this non-Federally inspected wholesale and retail
slaughter was obtained largely on an anmal basis, Since 1944 data for this class
of slaughter has been obtained by months; first, under the slanghter control pro-
egrams of the War Food Administration, and later under the slaughter and meat control
programs of 0,P.A. For the period December 1945 through April 1946 and since October
1946, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics has been collecting voluntary monthly

. reports from these msmn-Federally inspected wholesale and retail establishments,
Estimates of farm slaughter are based on voluntary reports from livestock producers
who report ammally oa the number of the different species slaughtered on their farms,
and periodicelly on the live weight of animels slaughtered,
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