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+  The commercial broiler industry is relatively new and is expanding rapidly.
It produced .about a third of all chicken meat sold in 1948. Commercial broilers
are produeed in quantities the year arouad in all but 10 States. About 350,773,000
commercial broilers were produced in 1943, 19 percent more than in 1947, The value
of these broilers amounted to $381, 117,000, Beeause broiler production requires
only small land areas, it has become intensified in small areas close.to large
markets oxr on cheap land that is usually not suited for growing field crops.. The
demand for weekly information covering important production areas has greatly in-
creased during the past several years. Part of this demand was met last year when
weekly chick placement reports were inaugurated by the Bureau of Agricultural
Economics in 5 important broiler areas in Connecticut, Del-Mar-Va, North Carolina,
Northwest Arkansas and Texas with funds provided by the Research and Marketing Act
of 1946, Weekly chick placement reports have been made in Georgia, Vlrglnla and
West Virginia for the past 3 years,

Approx1matelJ two—thlrds of all the comﬁerc1a1 br01lers produced in the United
States during 1948 were produced in the 7 areas covered by weekly reports., “Delaware
led: all States with 15 percent of the llation's broilers in 1948 followed by HMaryland
with 11 percent, Georgia with 9 percént, Virginia with 8 percent, Arkansas with 7 '
percent, North Carolina with 5 percent, Connecticut and West Virgimia with about 3
percent each, Production of br01lers in West Virginia, North Carollna Georgi% and
Arkansas were at record levels.
The accompanying table shows the weekly and annual placements for the seven
principal commercial. broiler producing areas.,
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A ¢ Fast-: :mmmm®M1:N°Cmu: : ¢ :
Week ! ern :Del-Mar-Va,:? Valley ¢ Chatham i HWorth : N, W. ¢ Texas ! Total
ending : Comn.:  _ . . _ _ t_Va. & W Vag Wilkes :Georgia: Ark. ¢ _ . _ 3. _ _ _ _

Thousands

Jan. 3 123 2,024 S 39k 77 2/  Lho 420 260 3,738
Voow 100 121 2,385 ' 379 122 549 450 287 4,293
.17 173 2,105 . b6 168 586 477 279 L,204
.24 173 1,906 410 - 160 600 550 325 - 4,124

31 151 1,919 L35 149 769 607 323 4,353

Feb. 7 217 2,043 ,  L66 157 722 520 368 4,493
: 14 194 2,011 . . 503 122 650 541 372 4,393
21 208 1,884 -L81 84 654 L65 Log 4,284

28 230 1,833 429 181 750 423 333 L,179
March 6 218 .. 2,015 - W75 170 667 410 319 b, 27k
13 222 .- 1,973 - 517 225 793 386 349 L, 465

20 244 1,994 © 593 212 753 L23 386 4,605

27 197 2,086 " 672 251 " 773 L7 420 4,846

Apr. 3 253 2,333 750 227 .. .871 L28 L35 5,297
| 10 - 165 2,311 . 740 219 .. . 868 557 k50 5,310
17 239 2,202 731 - 217 879 503 Lg2 5,303

24 213 2,410 752 230 8l42 433 469 5,399
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2 Week ! ern $Del-Mar-Va,: Valley ¢ Chathamé North ¢ N. W. ¢ Texas @ Total’
ﬁﬁegmgLiQmu= ______ Ve, & Wo_Va.: Wilkes tGeorgia s Arke _1_ _ . _ & _ _ ]
[ qu s & - Thousands '

May 1 224 2,335 723 238 827 506 L68 5,321
. 8 184 2,298 673 241 . . 882 488 . 436 5,202
15 173 2,294 . 656 242 921 Wyl 438 5,165
22 186 2,203 - 623 252 85k 363 Lop . 4,838
E 9()82§ 173. 2,268 632 236 927 39k 370 5,000
June 5 141 2,215 626 247 860 390 359. 4,838
12 176 2,192 611 283 830 - 393 376 4,861
19 137 2,168 589 254 828 L27 354 L,757
26 206 2,150 543 326 843, W27 357 - 4,852
July 3 162 2,102 . 517 345 786 .  L55 315 4,682
. 10 150 2,263 548 299 807 439 266 L,772
17 143 2,210 439 . 302 765 - LU5 254 4,608
24 131 2,020 458 246 . 684 478 262 - W;279
31 118 ° 1,939 u12 205 ' 698 430 - 274 4,076
bug., 7 115 1,967 418 223 692 325 255 3,995
1 119 1,936 L16 . 227 671 381 235 3,985
21 121 1,977 423 - 171 613 -+ 333 228 - 3,866
28 108 1,903 - 388 . 172 601 357 . =2l 3,740
Sept. 4 167 1,851 383 175 709 294 196 3,775
11 147 1,862 392 172 648 318 195 3,734
18 110 1,962 405 171 641 + 293 196 3,779
25 152 1,875 351 163 611 252 178 3,582
Oct. 2 148 . 1,759 342 160 628 279 187 . 3,503
9 153 2,087 387 171 651 354 170 3,973
16 149 2,135 - 418 - 187 695 - 410 198 4,192
23 150 2,447 - 452 216 696 Lol - 194 4,646
30 ° 105 2,572 L34 232 872 559 . 243 5,017
Nov. 6 7 2,741 L98 259 919 503 275 5,269
13 98 2,691 541 . 294 910 607 330 5,471
20 106 2,754 551 305 1,033 659 355 5,763
27 65 2,760 547 336 1,083 614 435 5,840
Dec. 4, 139 2,999 592 348 1,056 669 490 6,293
11 106 2,942 614 319 1,010 667 | 490 6,148
18 130 2,972 657 358 1,1 U2 510 6,483
25. 159 2,238 521 294 1,043 675 . 452 5,382
1949 , .
Jan, 1 203 2,709 552 321 1,014 645 L78 5,927
Total 8,524 117,230 27,526 12,061 41,588 24,593 - 17,702 249,224
_Z_L_/ Reports, except for Shenandoah Valley and North Georgia are made possible by fund.ﬂ
provided by the Research and Marketing Act of 1946, ‘ .
2/ Chatham area only until week ending June 26 when. Wilkes area was addéd.




