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DEFINITIONS

All data summarized in this report reflect information furnished by commercial
growers of flowers and foliage plants in the 22 States shown. A commercial grower
is defined as one who had $10,000 or more in gross sales of cut flowers, flowering
and foliage plants, bedding plants, or cultivated florist greens; and who produced
one or more of the crops surveyed (carnations, chrysanthemums, gladioli, roses or
foliage plants).

Reported sales represent both retail and wholesale quantities sold in calendar
year 1975. Value data for cut flowers are on a ''gross wholesale" basis, before
deductions for sales commissions or transportation costs. Value of total sales at
wholesale was calculated using total reported sales and the average wholesale price
for each State.

Data on foliage plants include only those grown for indoor or patio use. Value
of sales is on a ''met sales" basis and has been derived by subtracting the reported
cost of plant materials purchased from the total value of all sales (retail and
wholesale).

Production and area of production include that grown under glass, plastic,
cloth or lath, and outdoors. TFor cut and potted flowers except gladioli, the area
used for production is counted only once even though the area may have been refilled
with the crop several times during the year. For gladioli and foliage plants, the
area used for production is the total used and is counted each time the area was
filled.

FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE, MARCH 1976 2 CROP REPORTING BOARD, SRS, USDA



FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE PLANTS

Production and Sales, 1974 and 1975; and Intentions
for 1976 in Selected States

HIGHLIGHTS

The wholesale value of cut flowers and foliage plants surveyed rose to $430 million in 1975,
up 24 percent from 1974's $348 million. As a group, cut flowers increased only 4 percent to $243
million from the $234 million of a year earlier. Increases ranged from 3 percent for standard
carnations and chrysanthemums to 8 percent for miniature carnations. The only declines were in
gladioli (off 6 percent) and miniature roses (down 1 percent). Production and sales were below
1974 levels for most flower crops, but across-the-board increases in wholesale prices led to the
higher crop values reported. Foliage plants soared to $137 million wholesale value, a 65 percent
jump from a year earlier.

California remained the largest producer of all crops except gladioli and foliage plants.
Wholesale value of all crops there climbed 20 percent to $132 million, or 31 percent of the 22-
State total. Florida, the second largest producing area, was first in value of gladioli and
foliage plants.

Within the carnation, chrysanthemum, and rose group, potted chrysanthemums showed the great-
est value per sq. ft. at $3.08 compared with $2.80 in 1974. The value per sq. ft. for pompon
chrysanthemums rose the least--$.78 compared with $.75 a year ago. The gladioli value per acre
rose 60 percent to $1,843 and foliage plant values were up 22 percent, at $2.13 per sq. ft.

Of the 3,642 growers surveyed nearly two-thirds had total sales of less than $100,000 and 16
percent had sales in excess of $250,000. The latter size group, however, accounted for 38 to 83

percent of the total sales for individual cut flower or foliage crops.

STANDARD CARNATIONS

Growers of standard carnations in the 22-States produced 56 million plants, down 10 percent
from 1974, Sales, at 579 million blooms were also off from last year's 602 million. The value of
total sales, however showed a small increase, $45 million compared with 1974's $44 million.

Output for 1976 is expected to take another drop, as growers report they intend tc grow 7
percent fewer plants. California intentions are down 5 percent from the 1975 total of 35 million
plants, and in Colorado, the second largest producer, expectations are off 11 percent.

i{INTATURE CARNATIONS

Production of miniature carnation plants rose 8 percent in 1975 to 5 million and sales were
up 7 percent to over 4 million bunches. The wholesale value of all sales totaled $5 million, 8
percent above a year earlier.

Intended production for 1976 was reported at 4 million plants, down 7 percent from 1975's
level.

STANDARD CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Producers of standard mums grew 128 million plants in 1975, a 2 percent decline from a year
earlier. Sales in the 22-States at 139 million blooms were off 3 percent. As a result of higher
wholesale prices, however, value of sales rose to $31 million, a 3 percent increase.

If growers carry out their current plans for 1976, plant production will slip 1 percent to
127 million.
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POMPON CHRYSANTHEMUMS

There was 5 percent reduction in pompon mum plants produced in 1975 while 3 percent lower
sales were reported. Production totaled 125 million plants compared with 132 million a year ear-
lier, and sales were 37 and 38 million bunches, respectively, for the two years. The equivalent
wholesale value of all sales, however, was up 4 percent to over $32 million.

Pompon chrysanthemum producers also reported their intentions to cut back another 11 percent
in plant output for 1976, to 111 million plants.

POTTED CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Growers of potted mums produced 22 million units in 1975, down 2 percent from the 23
million of a year earlier. Sales were also off slightly, at 21 million pots compared with 1974'g
22 million. Wholesale prices averaged 15 cents higher in 1975, bringing value of sales to $41
million, or 7 percent above the year earlier figure.

Intentions for 1976 point to continued declines in production; at 21 million plants, output

will fall 3 percent short of 1975.
GLADIOLI

Gladiolus plants were grown on 9,554 acres in the 22 States in 1975, up 4 percent from
1974's 9,150 acres. Sales dipped, however, to 192 million spikes compared with the 223 million
of a year earlier. Despite some gains in average wholesale prices, the value of sales dropped to
$18 million, or 6 percent under 1974.

Growers expect to raise glads on 8,772 acres in 1976, 8 percent below 1975.

HYBRID TEA ROSES

Producers of hybrid tea roses, the highest value crop within the group of selected cut
flowers, reported a 2 percent increase in plant production. The 1975 figure was 16 million
plants compared with 15 million a year ago. Sales, at 318 million blooms, were only slightly
below the 1974 level, but higher wholesale prices pushed the value of sales to $57 million, up
6 percént.

Production intentions for the 1976 calendar year total 1 percent above 1975.

MINIATURE OR SWEETHEART ROSES

Output of miniature rose plants, at 3.5 million, was off 7 percent from a year earlier.
Sales of 115 million blooms were also down 7 percent, but wholesale value declined only slightly.

If growers realize their intentions for 1976, they will produce 3.8 million plants, a 7 per-
cent increase from 1975.

FOLIAGE PLANTS

Foliage plants were grown on 88 million sq. ft. in 1975, 36 percent more than a year earlier
and continuing the strong upward trend begun in 1968. Net value of sales soared to $187 millionm,
65 percent above the 1974 level. Florida's crop, the largest in the Nation, was valued at $87
million, 80 percent above 1974. The value of California's crop, in second place, rose 50 percent
to $46 million.

Growers in every one of the 22 States intend to expand their area of production again in

1976. At 99 million sq. ft., the intended area of production would be 13 percent larger than in
1975. '
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