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DEFINITIONS

The estimates in this report relate to sales by commercial producers.
A commercial producer is defined as one who produces and sells $2,000 or more
of cut flowers, nursery products, bulbs, seeds and bedding, vegetable, flower-—
ing, and foliage plants in one year. Only commercial producers growing any
of the four cut flowers--carnations, chrysanthemums, gladioli, or roses--pot-
ted chrysanthemums or foliage plants are included in this report. All value
data, except for foliage plants, are on a "gross wholesale' basis and deduc-
tions have not been made for selling commissionsand transportation costs.
Total sales, except for foliage plants, in each State are converted to their
equivalent wholesale value using the reported average wholesale prices.
Foliage plant sales are on a '"met sales' basis and are derived in each State
by subtracting the cost of plant materials purchased from other growers from the
gross value of sales. Sales times average price does not necessarily equal
the published wholesale value, since the published average price and percent
change for intentions are derived from unrounded totals.

The 1970 flower and foliage plant survey was done ccoperatively by the
U. S. Department of Agriculture and the Department of Commerce, Bureau of
Census. The questionnaire used was designed so that data obtained could be
used by both Departments.

This report includes revised estimates for 1969 and preliminary esti-
mates for 1970.
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FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE PLANTS

Production and Sales, 1969 and 1970; and Intentions for 1971 in Selected States

Total value at wholesale of four important flowers and foliage plants in the 23 major pro-
ducing States was $226 million in 1970, 1 percent below the previous year, according to the
Crop Reporting Board. Sales of cut carnations, gladieli, roses, chrysanthemums, and potted
chrysanthemums grown in 23 States in 1970 had a wholesale value of $199 million, while net
sales of foliage plants totaled $27 million.

Califernia continued as the leading producer of carnations, standard chrysanthemums,
potted chrysanthemurmns, and roses, Florida was the leading producer of pompon chrysanthe-
mums, gladioli, and foliage plants, Based on total wholesale value of the four cut flowers and
potted chrysanthemurns, California ranks first with $60. 4 millicn, followed by Florida with
$24, 6 million and Colorado with $15, 3 million. Based on the net wholesale value of sales for
foliage plants, Florida leads with $15.9 million, followed by California with $3. 7 million and
Ohio with $l,4 million,

Growers with value of sales over $15, 000 of each commodity account for 67 to 99 percent
of the total quantity of each commodity sold in 1970, while the percentage of growers in this
size group ranges from 10 to 69 percent, Growers with value of sales less than $5,000 of
each commodity account for ! to 13 percent of total quantity of each commeodity sold. The per-
centage of growers in this size group ranges from 21 to 76 percent, With the exception of
miniature carnations, B3 percent or over of 2ll sales are from growers whose value of sales
is over $15,000 for each commudity. For percentage breakdown by size group by commodity
see Table 13,

CARNATIONS

Growers plan a | percent decrease in the number of carnation plants in production in 1971,
Of the 23 States in the survey, 19 intend to have fewer plants in production in 1971, Cali-
fornia, the leading producing State, expects to have 4 percent more while Colorado intends to
have 1 percent fewer plants producing in 1971, Growers in the third largest producing State,
Massachusetts, expect to reduce plantings 5 percent,

In 1970, growers in the 23 States sold 713 million blooms from 61, 8 million plants.
Number of blooms sold was 3 percent greater than the previous year. California sold 383
milliorn blooms which accounts for over one-half of the 23 State total, Colorado, with nearly
one~fourth of the total bloom sales, was second with 163 million blooms., These two States
accounted for 76 percent of the total carnations sold in the 23 States, Massachusetts growers
sold 33 million blooms and Pennsylvania growers, 31 million, ranking third and fourth,
respectively, Total wholesale value of 1970 sales in the 23 States was $47, 8 million, The
average price of 6.7 cents per bloom in 1970 was down slightly from the 6.9 cents in the
previous year.

Standard carnations accounted for about 87 percent of all carnation plants in the 23 States.
Total wholesale value of standard types in 1970 amounted to $45. 2 million, The average price
of 7.3 cents per bloom in 1970 was slightly below the previous year average of 7.4 cents per
bloom, Growers in the 23 States plan to hold preduction at the same level in 1971,

Miniature carnations made up about 13 percent of the total carnations in 1970, Value of
sales, at $2.5 million, was up from last year's $2. 1 million. Average price per bunch in
1970 was $1,00, compared with $.97 per bunch in 1969, Growers plan to decrease produc-
tion by 7 percent in 1971,
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STANDARD CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Standard chrysanthemum plants in production in the 23 States are expected
to remain at the current level for 1971. The greatest gain is expected in
Texas where the number of plants is expected to inecrease from 1.5 million to
1.9 million. This gain 1is offset by declines in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and
Florida. 1In all, 9 States show an increase and 10 States a decrease. Cali-
fornia, the leading producing State, indicates no change.

In 1970, growers in the 23 major States sold 147 million blooms from 130
million plants. The number of blooms sold was 7 percent above 1969, Cali-
fornia was first in sales with 81.5 million blooms, or 55 percent of the
total, followed by Ohio with 10.1 million blooms; Florida, 9.3 million: and
Pennsylvania with 7.0 million. These four States accounted for about 73 per-
cent of the total 1970 sales in 23 States.

POMPON_CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Growers in the 23 States indicated a 1 percent decrease in number of
pompon plants expected in production for 1971, Fourteen of the 23 States
indicated a decrease for 1971,

Sales in 1970 in the 23 States were 1 percent below the previous year and
totaled 32.4 million bunches from 129 million plants, Florida continued to
lead production with 11.8 million bunches sold or 36 percent of the 23 State
total, California was second with 10,0 million bunches (31 percent): and
Pennsylvania third with 2.3 million bunches (7 percent). These three States
accounted for almost three-~fourths of total sales in 1970, Of the 32.4
million bunches sold, 91 percent were sold at wholesale.

The value of sales for 23 States was $26.7 million, down 2 percent from
1969. The average price per bunch decreased from 83 cents in 1969 to 82 cents

in 1970.
GLADIOLI

Gladioli srowers in the 23 States intend to plant about 5 percent less
acreage in 1971. TIncreases are expected in 3 of the producing States. De-
clines are expected in 17 States,

In 1970, growers sold 23.4 million dozen spikes from 11,595 acres com-
pared with 27.2 willion dozen spikes sold from 13,129 acres a year earlier.
Florida was the leading producer with 7,192 acres and 13.92 million dozen
spikes sold. Production in Florida dropped 20 percent from 1969 but this
State still accounted for 59 percent of the 23 State total, California was
second with 3.1 million dozen spikes, followed by North Carolina with 2,1
million dozen, and New .Jersey with 2,1 million dozen sold. UWholesale sales
made up 98 percent of total sales, 1 percent less than the previous vear. The
total value at wholesale in 1970 was $818,7 million for the 2% States. and the
average price per dozen snikes was 80 cents. A vear esrlier, the wholesale

value of sales was $21.3 million at an average price per dozen of 79 cents.
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ROSES

Rose growers in 23 States plan to grow about the same number of plants
in 1971 as in 1970, Although the 23 State total is unchanged, prowers in
ten States plan increases while 7 States indicated decreases and 6 States
indicated no change.

In 1970, there were 438.3 million blooms sold in the 23 States, 3 per-
cent more than in 1969. California growers sold 156.7 million blooms,
36 percent of the 23 State total. Pennsylvania was second with 42,0 million
blooms. Illinois ranked third with 29.9 million and New York fourth with
28.3 million.

The value of sales for roses in 1970 was $54.0 wmillion, about the same
as a year earlier, The average price in 1970 of 12.3 cents per bleoom com-—
pared with 12.6 cents the previous year.

In 1971, growers plan a 1 percent increase in hybrid tea rose plants
and 3 percent decrease in miniature or sweetheart rose plants.

Hybrid tea roses accounted for 80 percent of all rose plants and 78
percent of the total value of sales of all roses in 1970. The average
price for hybrid tea roses was 13.6 cents per bloom and for miniatures was
9.2 cents per bloom.

POTTED CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Growers of potted chrysanthemums intend to increase the number of pots
in production by 2 percent in 1971. Seventeen States expect to increase
the number of pots, with largest gains expected in Minnesota, Iowa, Celorado,
and California.

In 1970, 16.2 million pots were sold, 13 percent greater than during
1969. Total wholesale value of sales in 1970 was $24.6 million, up from
$21.9 million a year earlier. Average wholesale price per pot, at $1.52,
compared with $1.54 the previous year. California was the leading producer
with 3.1 million potfted chrysanthemums sold, followed by Florida, Texas and
Ohio.

FOLIAGE PLANTS

Foliage plant growers in 23 States had 31,2 million square feet in
production in 1970, down 1 percent from 1969. Florida was the leading pro-
ducer of foliage plants with 25.6 million square feet in production or 82
percent of the total for the 23 States. California was second with 1.9
million square feet and Texas third with 1.5 million. These 3 States ac-
counfed for 93 percent of the total area in foliage plant production and
74 percent of the total net value of sales. Intended area in production
for the 23 States in 1971 is expected to be about 1 percent more than in
1970.

The net value of sales totaled $27.1 million~-down 7 percent from a
year earlier.
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