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DEFINITIONS

The estimates in this report relate to sales by commercial producers. A
commercial producer is defined as one who produces andsells $2, 000 or more of
cut flowers, nursery products, bulbs, seeds, and bedding, vegetable, flowering,
and foliage plants in one year. Only commercial producers growing any of the
four cut flowers -- carnations, chrysanthemums, gladioli, or roses -- potted
chrysanthemums or foliage plants are included in this report. All value figures,
except for foliage plants, are on a ''gross wholesale'’ hasis and deductions have
not been made for selling cornmissions and transportation costs. Total sales,
except for foliage plants, in each State are converted to their equivalent wholesale
value using the reported average wholesale prices. Foliage plant sales are on a ''net
sales' basis and are derived in each State by subtracﬁﬁg the cost of plant materials
purchased from other growers from the gross value of sales. The published average
price and percent change for intentions are derived from unrounded totals. Sales
times average price does not necessarily equal the published wholesale value.

This report includes revised estimates for 1967 and preliminary estimates

for 1968,
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FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE PLANTS

Production and Sales, 1967 and 1968; and Intentions for 1969 in Selected States

Total value at wholesale of four important flowers and foliage plants in the 23
major producing States was $213 million in 1968, 11 percent above sales the previ-
ous year, according to the Crop Reporting Board. Sales of cut carnations, gladioli,
roses, chrysanthemums, and potted chrysanthemums grown in these States in 1968
had a wholesale value of $187 million, while net sales of foliage plants totaled $26
million.

Wholesale value of total sales in 1968 for each type of cut flower in all 23
States was: $44.9 million, carnations; $52.2 million, cut chrysanthemums; $21
million, gladioli; $49.1 million, roses; and $19. 6 for potted chrysanthemums. In
the 23 States, value of sales for cut flowers for carnations was up 12 percent, cut
chrysanthemums up 10 percent, gladioli up 18 percent and cut roses up 16 percent
from 1967. Potted chrysanthemums showed an increase in value of 8 percent,

California continued as the leading producer of carnations, standard chrysan-
themums, potted chrysanthemums, and roses. Florida was the leading producer of
pompon chrysanthemums, gladioli, and foliage plants. Based on total wholesale
value of the four cut flowers and potted chrysanthemums, California ranks first with
$52, 7 million followed by Florida with $26.1 million and Pennsylvania with $14. 1
maillion, Based on the net wholesale value of sales for foliage plants, Florida leads
with $14, 4 million, followed by California with $3 million, and Chioc with $1.6
million.

CARNATIONS

Growers plan a 3-percent increase in the number of carnation plants in pro-
duction in 1969. Of the 23 States in the sutrvey, 7 intend to have more plants in
production in 1969. California, the leading producing Staie, expects to have 7 per-
cent more and Colorado 6 percent more plants producing in 1969. Growers in the
third largest producing State, Pennsyivania, expect to reduce plantings 2 percent,

In 1968, growers in the 23 States sold 630 million blooms from 56 million
plants. Number of blooms sold was 14 percent greater than the previous year.
California sold 321 million blooms which accounted for about one-half of the 23
State total., Colorado, with one-{ifth of the total bloorm sales, was second with 127
million blooms. These two States accounted for 71 percent of the total carnations
sold in the 23 States, Pennsylvania growers sold 39 million blooms and Massachu-
setts growers, 37 million, ranking third and fourth, Total wholesale value of 1968
sales in the 23 States was $44. 9 million. The average price of 7.1 cents per bloom
in 1968 was down slightly from the 7.3 cents the previous year,

Data for all carnations were obtained separately for miniature and standarad
types. This year's survey marks the first time data for these types were obtained
separately. About 96 percent of all carnation plants in the 23 States were standard
types, Standard carnations also accounted for about 96 percent of the value of all
carnations. Growers indicate an expected increase in 1969 of 3 percent for
standards and 2] percent for miniatures.
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STANDARD CHRYSANTHEMUMS

A 3 percent increase in the number of standard chrysanthemum plants in pr'o-
duction in the 23 States is indicated for 1969, Greatest gain is expected in Cali~
fornia where the number of plants may increase from 48, 5 million to 50. 6 million.

In 1968, growers in the 23 major States sold 132 million blooms from 112
million plants. The number of blooms sold was slightly below the 1967 level, Cali-
fornia was first in sales with 62. 4 million blooms or 47 percent of the total, followed
by Ohio with 12, 3 million blooms; Florida, 10.2 million; and Peannsylvania with 6.9
million. These four States accounted for about 69 percent of the total 1948 sales in
23 States.

Wholesale value of 1968 sales was $26, 6 million for the 23 States, compared
with $24, 4 million in 1967, Average price was 20. 0 cents per bloom compared with

18. 3 cents in 1967,

POMPON CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Growers in the 23 States indicated a b percent increase in number of pompon
plants expected in production for 1969. Although only 12 of the 23 States indicate an
increase for 1969, this more than offsets anticipated decreases in the other States.
Most of the expected increase is accounted for by growers in California and Florida.

Sales in 1968 in the 23 States were 10 percent above the previous year and
totaled 30.5 million bunches from 126 million plants. Florida continued to lead pro-
duction with 12, 5 million bunches sold or 41 percent of the 23 State total, Cali-
fornia was second with 7.8 million bunches {26 percent); and Pennsylvania third with
2.1 million bunches (7 percent). These three States accounted for nearly three-
fourths of total sales in 1968. Of the 30,5 million bunches sold, 92 percent were
sold at wholesale.

The value of sales for 23 States was $25, 6 million, up 12 percent from 1967,
The average price per bunch increased from 80 cents in 1967 to 84 cents in 1968,

GLADIOLI

Gladioli growers in the 23 States intend to plant about 2 percent more acreage
in 1969, Moderate increases are expected in 10 of the producing States,

In 1968, growers sold 27.9 million dozen spikes from 12,889 acres compared
with 25, 7 million dozen spikes sold from 12, 667 acres a year earlier, Florida was
by far the leading producer with 8, 364 acres and 17.9 million dozen spikes sold.
Production in Florida increased 10 percent from 1967 and accounted for 64 percent
of the 23 State total. California was second with 3. 7 million dozen spikes, followed
by North Carolina with 2,3 million dozen, and New Jersey with 1.4 miilion dozen
sold. Wholesale sales made up 97 percent of total sales, the same as the previous
year,
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The total value at wholesale in 1968 was $21 million for the 23 States, and
the average price per dozen spikes was 75 cents. A year earlier the wholesale
value of sales was $17.8 million at an average price per dozen of 69 cents.

ROSES

Rose growers in 1969 plan a 6 percent increase in the number of plants,
Missouri and Maryland are the only States where growers plan a reduction.

In 1968, there were 407. 8 million blooms scld in the 23 States, 12 percent
more than in 1967, California growers sold 142 million blooms, 35 percent of the
23 State total. Second leading State was Pennsylvania with 43,1 blooms sold, 6
percent of the total, Illinois ranked third with 30. 1 million and New York fourth
with 29.7 million, each accounting for about 7 percent of the total blooms sold,

The value of sales for roses in 1968 was $49, 1 million, 16 percent greater
than a year earlier. The average price in 1968 of 12. 0 cents per bloom compared
with 11,7 cents the previous year.

In 1969, growers plan a 5 percent increase in hybrid tea rose plants and 8
percent in miniature or sweetheart rose plants.

Hybrid tea roses accounted for 83 percent of all rose plants and 82 percent of
the total value of sales of all roses last year. The average price for hybrid tea
roses was 13,0 cents per bloom compared with 9,1 cents per bloom for miniatures.

POTTED CHRYSANTHEMUMS

Growers of potted chrysanthemums intend to increase the number of pots in
production by 4 percent in 1969, Most States expect to increase the number of
pots with sharpest quantity gains expected in Ohio and California.

In 1968, 13,4 million pots were sold, 4 percent greater than during 1967,
Total wholesale value of sales in 1968 was $19, 6 million, up from $18,2 million a
year earlier. Average wholesale price per pot, at $1. 46, compared with $1.41
the previous year. California was the leading producer with 2. 3 million potted
chrysanthemums sold, followed by Florida, Texas, and Ohio.

FOLIAGE PLANTS

Foliage plant growers in 23 States had 31. 3 million square feet in producticn
in 1968, down 1 percent from 1967, Florida was the leading grower of foliage
plants with 26, 4 million square feet in production or 84 percent of the total for the
23 States, California was second with 1.4 million square feet and Texas, third
with 1,1 million, These 3 States accounted for 92 percent of the total area in
foliage plant production and 69 percent of the total net value of sales. Intended
area in production for the States in 1969 is expected to remain virtually the same
as last year.

The net value of sales totaled $26.4 million -- up ! percent from a year
earlier.
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