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Summary of 1948 Cold Storage Holdings

Below average occupancy, and less foodstuffs in storage than last year, char-
cterized refrigerated warehousing operations during 1948. Utilization of both
oolers and freezers in public cold storage warehouses averaged 5 points below the
bovel of occupancy indicated for 1947. During 1948 average first-of-the-month occu-
bmmy for coolers was 65 percent while for freezers it was 75 percent. The 65 per-
.ot average monthly occupancy of coolers as reportcd for 1948 was the lowest since
942, when the percentage was the same. Average monthly occupancy in freezers dur-
} v 1948 clso showed a tendency to drop below the wartime levsl but wes 4 and 2
QOhms, respectively, above the average for 1941 and 1942. DMaximum space utiliza-
L ion for 1948 occured on January 1, the reported occupancies being 74 percent for
bbool-rc and 85 percent for freezers on that date. Foodstuffs in storage during the
o averaged 1,9 billion pounds for coolers and 1.6 billion pounds for frzezers,
it thzir pesak, in January, cooler stocks totaled 2.8 billion pounds while freezer-
14 commodities totaled 1.9 billion pounds,

o

‘Fruits and Vegetables

| The storage of 30 million bushels of fresh apples on January 1, 1948, was high
o> the ycar. Stocks on hand during the first half of the year exceeded the gquan-
titics reported for each corrésponding month in 1947, but during the last quarter
srage stocks fell far below those reported in 1947. Fresh pears at their. October
2k equaled 4 million bushels--3 million bushels below the corresponding peak in
1947, Frozcn fruits in storage reached their highest level on September 1. Of the
2 million pounds of frozen fruits stored on that date, almost a third were frozen
awberrics. Frozen vegetobles reached their maximum heldings on November 1 with
2 million pounds. These ctocks were below the 1943-47 average November stocks by
million pounds. Frozea lima beans in storage each month during 1948 excesded all
evious reported stocks since 1937, ‘

Dairy and Poultry Products

Crcam in storage during 1948 averaged 38 million pounds per monti and at its
pecak on September 1 totaled 71 million pounds. Creamery butter stocks, at very low
Jevels during the first 6 months of the ycar, moved into storage in sufficient quarn-
i1ty to bring pezk holdings to 98 million pounds on September 1, the greatest quan-
bity since 1945. American cheesc in storage each month during 1948 was greater than
il 1947 and at thc seasonal peak exceeded last year's peak holdinzs by 15 million
pounds. Total cheese in storage, while generclly below average from January to July,
txcceded by 10 million pounds the 1943-47 averase first-of-the-month stocks from
furust to December inclusive. Shell eggs totaled no more than 5.7 million cases
July 1) at any time during 1948, These peak holdings were the second lowest for
Bly vZor since 1916, Frozen egg holdings on July 1 were 267 million pounds, 20 mil-
lion pounds below the 1943-47 average July 1 stocks. Frozen poultry stocks were
gcnerally below 1947 monthly holdings during 1948. Monthly average holdings of 172
illion pounds were 68 million pounds below those reported in 1947.

Moats and Meat Products

Frozsn beef in storage was below average during most of 1948, The 161 million
fﬂnds rcported on Februcory 1 wus hich for the y.ar. Cn that dafe, total beef in
?Ehﬁgc was 176 million;pounds. This compares with 191 million pounds reported at

€ scasonal poak on April 1, 1947. Frozen pork, above average most of 1948,
Fachod its highest level on March 1. The 434 million pounds held on that date was
jfﬂcorﬁ high. The total pork in storagc on March 1 of 700 million pounds cxcceded
J»w 1943-47 average March stocks by 178 million pounds.
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SHELL EGGS: MONTHLY PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN COLD STORAGE
STOCKS, 1943-47 AVERAGE, 1247 AND i84¢&
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TOTAL CHEESE: MONTHLY PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN COLD

STORAGE STOCKS, 1943-47 AVERAGE, 1947 AND 1948
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CREAMERY BUTTER’ MONTHLY PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN-COLD
STORAGE STOCKS, 1943-47 AVERAGE, 1947 AND 1948
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FROZEN POULTRY: MONTHLY PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN COLD
STORAGE STOCKS, 1943-47 AVERAGE, 1947 AND 1948
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