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WEEKLY TOMATO REPORT 1/ - 1963-64 Season

* Veekly Planting in Florida and the
Spring Cron in the Texas Lower Valley

TLOn IDA , TEAAS : TOTAL
Heel 1962-63 B 1963-61k LOVER VALLEY 2 STATES
En ' . R ] :
M08 Seeded |set 2/| Total 'Seeded set 2/] Total |1962-63]|1963~64{1962-63[1563-64
Season. T ~Acres- - ' -Acres Seeded-| -Total Acres
through - o ‘ Seeded Basis-
Nov. O [22,860 2,350 25,210l22,750 3,870 25,620 -—= - wea] 25,210 25,620
16 | 1,180 60 1,2h0f 1,000 140 1,230 - ---] 1,20 1,230
23 | 1,380 550 1,930} .1,230 170 1,h00 - ---]-1,930 1,k00
" 30 | 1,140 hoo 1,630 1,030 © 60 1,090 -— 100 1,630 1,190
Dec. 7 980 3% 1,366| 1,180 50 1,230 50 150F 1,430 1,380
| 1,070 530 1,600( 1,880 100 1,980 50 Lsof 1,650 2,430
21 | 2,980 6o 3,620] 1,050 170 1,220 150 -——-| 3,770 1,220

28 { 1,770 1,000 2,770l 2,000 620 2,6201 - 150 200¢{ 2,920 2,020
Janm. b | 1,570 - 390 1,960] 810 1,450 2,250 950 3,150 2,910 5,410
11 870 150 1,020} 1,020 460 1,480| 2,900 k,150{ 3,920 5,630
18 450 150 G20} W10 600 1,010 1,350 1,650| 1,970 2,560
25 410 100 510 510 90 &00f 1,700 2,700 2,210 3,300

Total

through 36,670 6,800 L3;470134,950 7,730 k2. 740{ 7,300 12,550| 50,770 55,290
_dJan. 25

Feb. 1 270 — 27CT T 180 2,k00  1,050| 2,670
3 BO  --- 80 €0 950 k50| 1,030
15 -—— - ——-! 150 700 600 700
22 170 €0 230 - 500 600 130
f;isgzte 137,190 6,860 Lh,050135,330 11,350 15,250{ 55,900
Plant Develomment and Progress of Hervest 3/ - Pebruary 22, 196k
STAGES ] FLOLIDA TVAS i TOTAL 2 STATES
1C52-63 [1963-bh 11062-63 11963-654 | 1962-63 1 1963-0h
~Acreg- -Acres- -fcres-
Pre-fruit stage 11,930 13,460 | 11,850 15,250 | 23,780 23,710
Fruit set
Zarly development 3,990 3,900 -— ——— 8,950 3,800
dar. expected next 2 weels 2,530 2,180 - - 2,630 2,130
Times harvested
Once 1,820 1,640 - - 1,820 1,640
Twice 1,390 1,220 - -—- 1,890 1,220
Three or more 3,950  k,850 ——- e 3,950 % ,850
Harvest completed 12,78c 15,860 = o 12,760 15,860

1/ Dxeludes acreage contracted for processing. 2/ The acreage set is shown as
planted 4 weeks earlier to make crop development comparable to that on the acresge
seeded, 2/ For fresh market. Does not include harvest for processing.

(See comments on reverse side.)
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Florida's tomato producing areas received light precipitation and below normal
average temperatures last week with high gusty winds on February 18. Scattered
frost in all areas except the lower east coast caused minor damage. Volume remains
down but is expected to increase. In the Pompano vine ripe area, fruit quality and
size are declining on older plants. Young plants damaged by cold weather in mid-
January have recovered exceptionally well and have a good set of fruit. Fruit
quality and size are good on acreage Just starting to pick. In Dade County, condi-
tion of plants 1s fair to good. Fruit quality and size are generally good. In
the north central area, plants for spring harvest have received scme leaf burn from
wind and light frost but are mostly in good condition. A small amount of the
acreage set fruilt last week.

In the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, weather was cool the first part of the week
and turned cold with rain on Friday. About one inch of moisture was received
throughout the Valley and was beneficial for most fields. Temperatures dropped
to freezing Februsary 23 and resulted in light frost but no spparent damage occurred.
Wind and Insects have damaged some plants but most fields have adequate stands.
Planting is practically complete in all sections except the Brownsville area. Most
of the acreasge in that area is expected to be seeded by March 1.



