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Pistachios: 2009/10 Forecast Overview 
 

U.S. Pistachios Heavily Reliant on Exports
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U.S. Exports Continue Expanding 
 
U.S. pistachio exports are forecast at 
a record 145,000 metric tons (MT) 
for 2009/10, up 10 percent due to 
continued strong shipments to Hong 
Kong and China.  With EU demand 
leveling off, U.S. exporters have 
turned to Asia and, to a lesser extent, 
the Middle East.  Globally, exports 
are forecast to rise 15 percent to 
280,000 MT, with the United States 
accounting for over half the trade.  
Although normally the world’s 
largest exporter, Iran is expected to 
rebound to just 70,000 MT.   
 
Global Production Rebounding 
 
Global production is forecast at 
395,000 MT, up 10 percent from the 
previous year.  The United States 
jumped 40 percent to 175,000 MT 
due primarily to higher yields from 
the alternate bearing crop cycle, 
though additional acreage also 
contributed.  Iran is forecast at 
100,000 MT, an improvement over 
last year’s drought and frost-
damaged crop, but still only half 
normal production.  Syria is 
unchanged at 70,000 MT. 

U.S. and Iran's Production Rebounding
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Top Import Markets 
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Imports by top markets are forecast 
up 15 percent to 260,000 MT.  China 
and Hong Kong account for nearly 
all the trade growth compared to last 
year and are forecast to surge 45 
percent to a combined total of 



Page 2 
 
 

 
 

100,000 MT.  A majority of 
shipments to Hong Kong are re-
exported to China where 
consumers are increasingly looking 
for this product in baked and 
confectionary goods.  The EU-27 
forecast is up slightly to 82,000 
MT while Russia is forecast down 
nearly 20 percent to 15,000 MT.    

Unit Values to Ease on Rising Production
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Unit Values Forecast Down 
 
Though import unit values are 
forecast to decline 5 percent to 
$2.65 per pound, they remain 
elevated with the relatively low 
plane of production.  
 
 
For further information, please contact Tony Halstead at 202-690-2313, or send an email to 
Tony.Halstead@fas.usda.gov   
 
For additional production, supply, and demand information, you may visit our website at 
http://www.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/psdHome.aspx.     

   
Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA
Office of Global Analysis

 
February 2010        

mailto:Tony.Halstead@fas.usda.gov
http://www.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/psdHome.aspx


Pistachio Production, Supply and Distribution

Metric Tons (Inshell Basis)

Country Mktg Year Beginning 

Stocks

Production Imports Total Supply Exports Domestic 

Consumption

Ending 

Stocks

Australia

1,300 01,30001,30000    2004/05

1,000 01,00001,00000    2005/06

1,500 01,50001,50000    2006/07

1,525 01,52501,52500    2007/08

950 0950095000    2008/09

1,000 01,00001,00000    2009/10

China

11,300 07,8003,50011,30000    2004/05

11,500 07,8403,66011,50000    2005/06

12,925 09,2283,69712,92500    2006/07

34,125 028,6255,50034,12500    2007/08

22,300 017,0005,30022,30000    2008/09

27,000 023,0004,00027,00000    2009/10

EU-27

78,650 15,00085,0501,600101,6508,00015,000    2004/05

76,825 15,00090,325800106,12514,30015,000    2005/06

86,650 15,00094,6751,175110,8509,20015,000    2006/07

91,450 14,000104,1251,325119,45013,00015,000    2007/08

80,225 14,00088,0751,350103,4259,20014,000    2008/09

82,000 14,00090,5001,500106,00010,00014,000    2009/10

Egypt

7,600 07,60007,60000    2004/05

8,500 08,50008,50000    2005/06

9,100 09,10009,10000    2006/07

13,400 013,400013,40000    2007/08

14,000 014,000014,00000    2008/09

15,000 015,000015,00000    2009/10

Hong Kong

36,600 022,20014,40036,60000    2004/05

51,100 034,60016,50051,10000    2005/06

47,300 017,60029,70047,30000    2006/07

66,600 034,30032,30066,60000    2007/08

44,300 026,27518,02544,30000    2008/09

70,000 035,50034,50070,00000    2009/10

India

4,950 04,95004,95000    2004/05

5,025 05,02505,02500    2005/06

6,525 06,52506,52500    2006/07

9,350 09,35009,35000    2007/08

7,200 07,20007,20000    2008/09

8,500 08,50008,50000    2009/10

Iran

0 084,80095,200180,000180,0000    2004/05

0 082,600117,400200,000200,0000    2005/06

0 0112,200117,800230,000230,0000    2006/07

0 057,600142,400200,000200,0000    2007/08

0 07,80062,20070,00070,0000    2008/09

0 030,00070,000100,000100,0000    2009/10

Israel

1,400 01,40001,40000    2004/05

1,200 01,20001,20000    2005/06

1,500 01,50001,50000    2006/07

1,800 01,80001,80000    2007/08

2,100 02,10002,10000    2008/09
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Pistachio Production, Supply and Distribution (Continued)

Metric Tons (Inshell Basis)

Country Mktg Year Beginning 

Stocks

Production Imports Total Supply Exports Domestic 

Consumption

Ending 

Stocks

3,000 03,00003,00000    2009/10

Japan

2,650 02,65002,65000    2004/05

2,025 02,02502,02500    2005/06

2,700 02,70002,70000    2006/07

2,475 02,47502,47500    2007/08

2,325 02,32502,32500    2008/09

1,800 01,80001,80000    2009/10

Jordan

2,075 02,07502,07500    2004/05

1,575 01,57501,57500    2005/06

1,975 01,97501,97500    2006/07

1,600 01,60001,60000    2007/08

2,150 02,15002,15000    2008/09

2,000 02,00002,00000    2009/10

Mexico

5,675 05,67505,67500    2004/05

4,675 04,67504,67500    2005/06

6,200 06,20006,20000    2006/07

6,200 06,20006,20000    2007/08

2,025 02,02502,02500    2008/09

1,900 01,90001,90000    2009/10

Russia

9,825 09,82509,82500    2004/05

14,100 014,100014,10000    2005/06

21,400 021,400021,40000    2006/07

28,650 028,650028,65000    2007/08

18,400 018,400018,40000    2008/09

15,000 015,000015,00000    2009/10

Saudi Arabia

8,200 08,20008,20000    2004/05

9,000 09,00009,00000    2005/06

9,400 09,40009,40000    2006/07

12,300 012,300012,30000    2007/08

16,200 016,200016,20000    2008/09

18,000 018,000018,00000    2009/10

Syria

15,000 2,18437,5005,00044,68421,0008,684    2004/05

5,000 1,78443,0007,00051,78444,6002,184    2005/06

5,000 3,78435,00020,00058,78452,0001,784    2006/07

5,000 3,78445,00020,00068,78460,0003,784    2007/08

7,000 3,78459,00018,00080,78470,0003,784    2008/09

10,000 3,50058,28422,00083,78470,0003,784    2009/10

Taiwan

2,200 02,20002,20000    2004/05

3,500 03,50003,50000    2005/06

2,850 02,85002,85000    2006/07

3,725 03,72503,72500    2007/08

1,525 01,52501,52500    2008/09

900 0900090000    2009/10

Turkey

0 25,00042,5003,50071,00030,00041,000    2004/05

0 18,00043,0004,00065,00040,00025,000    2005/06

0 63,00050,0005,000118,000100,00018,000    2006/07

57 34,65465,0003,403103,05740,00063,000    2007/08
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Pistachio Production, Supply and Distribution (Continued)

Metric Tons (Inshell Basis)

Country Mktg Year Beginning 

Stocks

Production Imports Total Supply Exports Domestic 

Consumption

Ending 

Stocks

130 42,86970,0006,915119,78485,00034,654    2008/09

100 12,96967,0003,00082,96940,00042,869    2009/10

Ukraine

1,675 01,67501,67500    2004/05

4,050 04,05004,05000    2005/06

8,250 08,25008,25000    2006/07

13,075 013,075013,07500    2007/08

2,850 02,85002,85000    2008/09

1,200 01,20001,20000    2009/10

United Arab Emirates

1,800 01,80001,80000    2004/05

1,700 01,70001,70000    2005/06

1,800 01,80001,80000    2006/07

2,000 02,00002,00000    2007/08

2,100 02,10002,10000    2008/09

2,000 02,00002,00000    2009/10

United States

905 39,06572,35068,815180,230157,40021,925    2004/05

1,035 51,65052,79564,025168,470128,37039,065    2005/06

1,575 51,42537,12572,630161,180107,95551,650    2006/07

1,070 61,62562,434117,130241,189188,69451,425    2007/08

1,130 20,04538,400130,410188,855126,10061,625    2008/09

1,200 16,24535,000145,000196,245175,00020,045    2009/10

World

World

191,805 81,249401,550192,015674,814396,40086,609    2004/05

201,810 86,434410,510213,385710,329427,27081,249    2005/06

226,650 133,209429,028250,002812,239499,15586,434    2006/07

294,402 114,063493,184322,058929,305501,694133,209    2007/08

226,910 80,698378,375242,200701,273360,300114,063    2008/09

260,600 46,714409,584280,000736,298395,00080,698    2009/10

The U.S. marketing year begins in September.  

U.S. trade data includes prepared and preserved pistachios classified in chapter 20 of the 

Harmonized Tariff Schedule.
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