SOUR CHERRY REPORT
June. 15, 1966

June 21, 1966

Sour cherry production in the 5 Great Lakes States--New York, Pennsylvania,
Chio, Michigan, and Wisconsin--is forecast at 86,800 tons, not much more than half
(52 percent) as large as last year's crop but 19 percent greamter than the small
crop of 1963. The crop was sharply curtailed by May freezes in all 5 States al-
though the Wisconsin crop is expected to be better than last year.. In the 6
Western States, sour cherry production was forecast at 10,990 tons as of June 1, up
11 percent from last year and about average.

The total forecast for the United States is 97,790 tons, down 45 ﬁercent from
last year and 4O percent below average.

The Michigan crop is estimated at 55,000 tons, only 46 percent of the 1965
production and compares with the short crop of 37,000 tons in 1963. . Freezes on
May 2-4, 9-10, and 28-31 severely damaged the crop although the extent of damage
varied with bud development, location, and tree vigor. The crop is generally sabout
10 days later than usual, with cherries still in the shuck on June 15 in the north-
ern part of Leelanau County. Southwest Michigan and the central west area were
hardest hit -- esgpecially the southern part of the central west area. Prospects
-are better in northwest Michigan than in the rest of the State but are still vari-
able. Prospects are good in east central and northern Leelanau County, the 0ld
Mission Peninsula, and parts of the East Bay area. They are fair to good close to
the lake in Manistee and Benzie counties, but are poor south of Traverse City, in
southwest Leelanau County, and inland in Manistee and Benzie counties.

Sour cherry production in New York is forecast at 14,000 tons, down Lk percent
from last .year and the smallest crop-since 1960. In the Lake Ontarlo region of
New York' where over 90 percent of the trees are located, buds were severely damaged
by late April and early May freezes. 1In the Chautaugua area freeze_dgmage was lim-
ited but conditions were poor for pollination. . In the Hudson Valley the crop is
light. The New York trees bloomed a day or two later than last year.

The Pennsylvania crop forecast is 8,000 tons, down 36 percent from last year
and is 29 percent below average. Cold weather delayed bloom which occurred about
‘May 8 in the major south central area, compared with May 3 a year ago. A severe
freeze on May 11 caught the crop while it was still in full bloom and caused a heavy
loss. In addition, unfavorable pollinating weather caused a poor set. Erie County
in northwestern Pennsylvania had a light set.- '

Wisconsin expects a crop of 9,000 tons, 12 percent larger than last year's
short crop but only two-thirds as large as average. The geason was late, thue the
buds were not asg severely damaged by the May freezes as they would have been if
more advanced. The freeze was most severe on the bay side of Door county. Weather
during pollination was good. The Ohic crop, estimated at 800 tons, is down 43 per-
cent from last year and is 49 percent below average. Productlon is mostly near the
Lake Erie area since the crop in other parts of the State was.virtﬁally frozen out.
Most trees were in full bloom at the time of the freeze.
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SOUR CHERRIES
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SOUR CHERRIES: Production and Utilization, 1964 and 1965 Crops
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2/ Small quantitie used for juice, jam, jelly, brining, etc. are included with
camned to avoid disélosure of individusl operations.

3/ Montans, Idaho, Colorado, Utah, Washington, and Oregon.



