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BUREAU ‘OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS -
WASHINGTON
. OCTOBER 11, 1932,

FARM LABOR AND WAGES OCTOBER 1, 1932, WITH COMPARISONS

Farm wage ratos and farm labor supply and demand as reported to the Divi-
gion of Crop and Livestock Estimatcs of this Burcau. Average of reports covering
: e United States and by States. Thesc data for previous quarters appear in

‘ Crops and Markets" for February, April, July and October.

Annmual : ' : :
¢ Average : July ¢ October : July ¢ October
: 1910-14 : 1931 : 1931 s 1932 : 1932
:Dollars ¢ Dollars ¢ Dollars ¢+ Dollars : Dollars
U. S. INDEX : ‘ :
Farm Wages (Per cent) 100 - . 123 . S113 87 84
Wages - per month with board -
United States 20.41 25.35 23,31 - - 18,00 17,29
North Atlantic 22 .63 36.13 - 34,50 ‘ 26 .42 25,23
North Central 24.88 30.05 ©27.33 - 20.96 19,59
South Atlantic 14.65 17.58 ... 168,07 L 12.30 12,19
South Central 16,18 17.88 - 16.40 12.65 12,75
Far Western. . 32489 40,17 . . 36.95 -29.40 27 « 35
Wages — per month -‘without board .
United States 29,09 37,00 34.22 27,10 26,36
North Atlantic 34,31 55,47 54,34 43,24 41,94
North Central 34.61 41,73 38.51 30,38 * 28,98
South Atlantic 20.96 26,17 23.88 18,59 18,45
South Central 23,07 25.99 23,78 18.54 18,85
Far Western 47,14 . 61.84 55,83 46,01 43,26
: Wages — per day with board _ : )
United States 1.10 1.29 1.18 .89 .87
North Atlantic 1.24 2.09 2.00 : 1,51 1,40
North Central 1,38 1,53 1,39 - 1.05 1.00
" South Atlantic .81 ,91 © .82 .62 62 -
South Central «90 .88 - .80 : .61 .61
Far VWestern 1.50 1.81 1.69 1.28 l.24
Weges — per day without board
: fited States 1.43 1.73 1.59 1.23 1.19
Torth Atlantic - 1.64 2,82 2.70 : 2.13 - 2,00
North Central 1.76 2,07 1.88 1,43 1.36
South Atlantic 1.05 1.20 1.08 . .84 - .84
South Central 1.16 1.15 1.07 .80 .82
‘ Far Western 2.05 2.50 2432 1.85 . 1.7%
FARM LABOR; -SUPPLY AND DEMAND OCTOBER 1. -
Supply per cent ¢ Demand per cent ¢ Supply as per-
: of normal . : of normal - scentage of demand .
¢ October . : October : .October : October :0October:Octoher
: 1931 : 1932 : 1931 s 1932 : 1931 & 1932
United States 113.4 ~ 123.6 = . 68,9 60,8 164.6 203.3
North Atlantic 112.4 1277 - 7844 69.6 143,3 183,.,5
North Central 120.1 130.7 - 64,1 57,4 + 187.,3 227.7
South Atlantic 106 .4 115.4 . 71.9 63,0 - 148.0 183.2
South Central 107 .4 117.1 < 69.9 - 59.6 153.7 196.5
__TFar-Vegtern 127.5 134,7 - 65,1 62,0 - 195.,8 - 217.3

4 further decline in the demand for farm labor, without any appreciable
change in the supply of workers available for hire, resulted in the contimance of
the decline in the index of the general level of farm wages from July 1 to .
October 1. At 84 per cent of the pre-war level on the first of the month; the-
index was 3 points lower than on July 1, 29 points lower than a year carlier, and
at the lowest level recorded since 1902, Wage rates per day without board varied
from 60 cents in South Carolina, Georgia and Mississippi to $2.50 in Nassachusotts,

- and averaged $1.19°throughout the country.

The dectease in wage rates during the last quarter was again in sharp con-

trast to the advance usually rccorded at this time. This advance averaged 2.6

.- points.from 1925 to 1929, Since the autumn of 1930, however, the wagc index has
shown non—seasonal declines in each instance from July to October due to the |
general downward tendency in prices paid producecrs for agricultural commodities.
This non~seasonal decline in wages has agaln appeared this year, despite a sharp
upturn in farm prices during the same period, duc to the fact that changes in the
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FARIC LAROR, ﬂiun'RAmLS SUPPLY &NF DEMAND BY STAT“S ‘OCTOBER, 1932

. : Wabe Rates l s Supply and Demand ‘
State Per month:Per month:Per day Per day : Supply : Demand : Supply
and :  with : without : with  :without per cent :per cent :per cent '
Division : Yboard :- board ‘:board . iboard : -of i of : of i
: : : : : normal : normal : domand’- y
o :Dollars  : 'DollarS°’Dollars, Dollars:. - _ o
Me. , 24,25 - 41,000 --1.40 1.95 125 64 195
N. H, 27.25 - 46,00 1,35 - 2,10 128 .. 75 171
Vt. 24.25 38.50 1,300 1.0 . 1227, 76 167
Mass., 31.75 57.50 1.60 2,50 133 71 187
" RoIw o B33R5 . 0 B5L7E L 1.75 . 2.35 125 - 80 156
Conn, = . 28,75 48,75 1.40 . 2.40 . 145 ~ w5 o 193
N. Y. 0 25,50 41,25 1,45 : 2,00 123 . .67 184
"N.oJe 29036 . B0L00. . 1.60 ¢ 2,15 . 124 .75 - 165
Pa. © 21,25 38,00 l.25 : 1.¥5 . 131 . 69 190
N, Atlontic 25.23 41,94 1,40 2.00 127.7 69.6 183.5 ]
Ohio 19.00 29.00 1.05 1.40 133 56 238
Ind. . 19,50 ~ 28,25 ~ 1.00.. "1.80 . 137 ° - 59 232
I11. 21.25° 29.50 - - 1.05 1.30 126 - 60 210
Mich. =~ . 16.75" 26.75 - + 1.00 1.35 142 63 .. . 225
Wis. .. 19.,25° ° 30,00 -"+'1,00 1.45 135 63 214
T. N. Céntrall9.40 28.86 - 1,02 1.36 123.6 60.0 222.7
Minn. 20,00 30.75  1.10 1.55 120 54 241
Iowa 21.25  29.25 .. 1.00.  1.35 - 128 . 61 210
Mea 18.25 ~ 26.00 - .85 1.15 124 54 230
¥. Dak. 20,50 30.50 - 1.00 1.35 125 52 240
S. Dak. 20.25  30.75 - 1.00 1.45 123 52 .2
Nebr. ° 20,00 29.75 1.00  1.40 129 58 . 222
Kans. . 19.00  © 29.50 - 1,00 -1.40 136 48 283
W. N. Cent. 19.78 =~ 29.09 - .99 1.36 128.0 54.8  233.6
N. Central 19.59 28.98 1.00 1.36 130.7 57 .4 227.7
Del. 20.50 32,00 1.05  1.40 - 119. . - @7 178
Ma., 21,25 32.75 - 1.10 1.50 120 72 167
Va. : 17.00" 25,00 - - .80 1.10 122 66 - . 185
V. Va. 18.00 27.50 - .85 1.20 120 58 - 207
N. C. 11.50 17.25 -~ .60 * +80 1116 60 - 193
S. Co 9.00 13.25 . .45  -.60 107 66 162
Ga. 8.25 12.25 * .45 - .60 113 61 185
Fla. 11.25 20.50 .65 .90 121 60 202
S. Atlantic 12.19 18,45 .62 - .84 15,4 63.0 _ 183.2 %
Ky. . 14,50 20.75 ° .70 - .95 120 55 . 218,
Tenn. 12,00 18.25 60 .80 116 69 . 168
Ala, - 8.50 13.25 .45 . .60 119 55 - 216 ‘
Miss. 9.75 14.50° © .45 - .60 107 58 184
Ark, 12.50 18.00 . .55 .75 110 55 200
La. " UTUTILLZS - 17,75 ¢ ...800 .- 0,80 . 115 86 174
Okla, . .. 15.25  22.25 - .80 -1,00. =127 . 80 212
Teze. - 715300 TR2.75 o - .70 ... W95 120 : 60 200
S, Central "-12.%5- - 18485 . f.6L... .82 _  117.1 .  59.5 196.5
Mont. - 2600 38.50 1.25 - 1.85 128 52 - 246
‘Idaho., - - 27,50 40,00 1.25 1.65 154" 58 266
cWyoe 25,25 37,50 1.15+ - 1.556 .13l 58 . 226
" Qolo,- - . 21,00 34,75 1,00+ 1.45 140. 63.; . 264
N. Mex.. 20.25 31.25° .85 - 1,20 122 60 . - 203
CATiZS T 3000 - 40%00- - 1,20 - 21,35 130 68 . - 191
Utah, 29.50 40,50 1.45 1,80 147 87 258
Nev. . 33.50 57.00 1.45. - ' 2.25 135 71 190
Washs =47 721,50 .. v38,75° . 1.20 1.80 . 146 . 53 . . 275
Orege = - - 24.75 40,00 * 1.25 1,70 .. 145 . 59 " = 246
Colif, - 32.00 _ :52.,00. 1,35 . 2.00 . 127 . 70 . 181
 Western 27,35 43,26 - 1.4 - 1,75 .‘.‘134 762,00 . 217.3 o
Uo Soion i 172,29 - - 26,38 -, w87 1,19 .. 123 6 _60.8 " 203,43

direction of wage rate: movement s usually lag behlnd changos in tho dlroctlon of farm
price movements and appoar somewhat  laters

The upturn in farm prices from July to Octobor of this 3 ear 'did not rcsult in
an inérease-in’ the demand for farm workers. Crop correspondents reported this demand
at 60,8 per cont .of normal on October 1 as compared to 6 %“on July 1 and 68:9% of
normal a year .ago. The demand for farm workers declined in al} scctions of the coun—
try during the last qua arter except in the ‘Scuth whercwcatton.prices have adve nced
materlally above the oxtremely Low lovcls provaxllng in'June and July.



