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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BURZAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
WASHINGTON
January 18, 1932

r' FARII LABOR AND WAGES JANUARY 1, 1932, WITH COMPARISONS

o Farm woge rates and farm labor supply and demand as reported to the
D1v1s?on of Crop and Livestock Estimates of tais Bureau. Average of reports
covering the United Stabtes and by States. These data for previous quarters
appear in "Crops and varkets' for February, April, July and October, and in
the United States Agricultural Yearbool:, 1931, tables 538 and 539, Thesc data

. will be published in the February '"Crops and iarkets"

+ Annual ¢ October : J muary ¢ October : Jamary
tAverage 19830 1931 : 1931 : 1932
:1910-14 H : :

:Dollars : Dollsrs ¢ Dollars ¢ Dollars : Dollars

/ U. S. INDEX
Farm Wages (pcr

cent) 100 150 129 113 98
Wages = ver month with board
United States 20.41 31.23 26.03 23,31 19,77
North Atlantic 22,63 42,89 36 459 34,50 29,13
North Central 24,88 36,98 28.56 27 .33 21,46
South Atlantic 14.65 21.75 19,53 16.07 14,43
South Central 16.18 21,96 19.34 16440 14,76
) Far Western 32«89 51,23 42,65 36,95 32 ¢ 39
Wages = per month without board
United States 29.09 44,28 39.04 34,22 30,53
North Atlantic 34,31 64.65 58465 54 434 48,80
North Central 34,61 50.14 42,29 38,51 32,70
South Atlentic 20,96 31.65 28,93 23.88 21.80
South Central 23.07 31,23 28,69 23,78 21,90
Far Western 47 .14 73497 63,73 55.83 51,45
Yiages ~ per day with board
United States 1.10 1.61 1 .38 1,18 1,02
Worth Atlantic 1.24 2.50 2.19 2,00 1,70
North Centrol 1.38 1.97 1.62 1.39 .- - )
g ARG BT 1.10 1,00 .82 J4
South Central 90 1,07 95 «80 .72
. Par Western 1.50 2436 1.98 1469 1.48

Yages = per day without board
United States 1.43 2412 1,87 1,59 1.40

North Atlantic 1,64 3427 2499 2.70 2,37
North Central 1,76 2,60 2.21 1.88 1,59
South Atlantic 1.05 1.46 1.37 1.08 1,02
South Central 1.16 1.40 1.25 1.07 «96
Far Western 2.05 .14 2475 2.32 2612

FARV LASOR: SUPPLY AND DEIAND JANUARY 1.

: Supply per cent : Demand per cent : Supply as

of normal ¢ of nommal tpnercentoge of demand

— — Jan. ¢ Jdon. + Jane ¢ “Jane : Jane @ Jone

¢+ 1931 ¢ 1932 ¢ 1931 : 1932 v 1931 ¢ 1932

d States 113.8 120,9 66.6 60.5 171,.0 199.8

h Atlantic 109.3 121.0 7642 70,0 143 .5 17249

h Central 117.5 125,7 69.3 58,9 169,.6 213.5
th Atlantic 109.0 114.2 68,0 6365 160.4 179,.8

h Central 112.4 118.0 58,8 5549 192,.7 207.5
- Western 121.5. 129.2 7246 61,9 167.4 20847

qM WAGES: The index of the general Lgvel of Feril wages on Jamary 1, 1932 stood
a 0T the 191014 average. This roprosedl® a decline of 5 points or 12% from
the October level. The average decline from October to January for the ast 8 years
has been about 15 points, amounting to an avoraze of 9%. The average of the wage iln—
dex for the four quarters in 1931 1s 115.6%, which is compared with. 151,7% for 1930
and is at the lowest anmual figure since 1916, During the preceding period of busi~
ness depression, the index for 1921 was 149.8% ond for 1922, 146.2%. Prior to 1923,
farm wages were reported for the year in December,

Accompanying tho decline in the index of wages is a furthor increase in supply
of farm labor and a decline in demand. The supply of farm labor in per cent of nor-
mal was reported on Jamuary 1 12049%, and domand ab 60.5%. Supgly.expressed as
a per cent of demand Was 199.@, which is the highost ratio recorded since the be-
ginning of the record in 1918,

Reports received by tho Department particularly in the North Central States

contain numerous instances where farm laborers sre working for board and lodging

adonce.



FARM TABOR, WAGE RATES, SUPPLY AND DEMAND BY STATES JANUARY 1932

°

.
-
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Wage Rates

Supply and Demand

Per month : Per month : Per day:Per day: Supply : Demend :Supply

o ' with without with :without:per cent :per cent:per cent
,, Division ' board bogrd ¢ voard : board : of of of
: ; : . +  normal : normal . demand
: Dollars : Dollars Dollars:Dollars: :
Me. 28,25 43,50 1.50 2.00 135 63 214
N. H. 29,00 52425 1.90 2460 126 70 180
Vt. 27475 46,00 1.50 2.10 129 72 179
. Mass. 37,00 67.75 2.20 3400 123 67 184
R. I. 39.00 68,00 2.10 2.80 113 64 177
Conn. 33425 62.50 1.80 2,90 124 rard 161
N. Y. 28.75 47,50 1.70 2.40 118 68 174
N. J. 33.00 55,00 1.85 2.55 121 78 155
. Pa. 25,75 41,75 1.55 2.10 119 71 168
N. Atlantic 29.13 48,80 1.70 2.37 121.,0 70,0 172.9
Ohio 22.50 35.00 1.20 1.65 122 63 194
Ind, 22.75 %2.25 1.15 1.50 132 62 213
I11. 25,75 35.25 1.25 1.65 122 63 194
Mich. 18,50 3175 1,10 1,60 139 53 262
Wis. 18,25 33.50 1.10 1,70 13% 62 215
E. N. Central 21,97 33.80 1,17 1.63 128,5 61.1 21042
Minn. 15,00 29.25 1.10 1.60 125 54 231
Iowa 23,00 35,00 1.25 1.70 120 63 190
Mo, 22.25 31,00 1,00 1.30 123 57 216
N. Dak. 17.50 23,75 1,00 1.50 117 50 234
S. Dak. 19.75 29,00 1.00 1.50 127 43 295
Nebr. 25,00 35.75 1.25 1,75 121 61 198
Kans. 23,00 34.25 1.20 1.60 128 59 217
W. N. Central 20,98 31 .65 1.12 1.55 123,1 56,7 217.0
N. Central 21.46 32,70 1,14 1.59 125,7 58,9 21%.5
Del. 22,00 39.50 1.20 1,70 113 72 157 .
1 25,75 40.00 1.30 1.75 112 75 149
Va. 20,00 29.00 1.00 1,35 116 71 163
7. Va. 21,50 32450 1,00 1.45 112 63 178
N. C. 14,00 21,00 .70 95 117 60 195
S C.. .. 9.75 14.25 .50 J— 111 €0 185
Gae ' 9.75 14.75 «55 .75 114 59 193
Fla. 14,50 24,75 75 1.10 114 71 161
ﬂs: Atlantic 14,43 21,80 .74 1,02 114,2 63.5 179.8
Ky, 18,00 25,75 .85 1,10 110 58 190
Tenn, 15,50 22,00 .75 .90 121 63 192
Ala, 10,00 15,00 .55 .75 123 58 212
Miss. 11,00 16.50 55 .75 112 57 196
" Ark. 14,00 21.00 65 .95 116 51 227
La.. 13,75 22,25 .75 1.00 119 62 192
Okla. 17.00 25.75 .85 1.10 118 58 203
Tex. 17,00 25,00 .80 1.05 121 5% 228
S. Central 14,76 21.90 W72 .96 118,0 56,9 207.5
Mont . 26,75 40,00 1,40 2,00 132 43 307
25 Idaho 29 .50 45,50 1.40 1.95 137 5 254
Wyo. 30.25 48,00 11,40 1,95 111 86 168
colo, 25,00 39,75 1.25 1.75 132 56 236
N. Mex. 27.00 37,75 1,10 1.35 122 70 174
31,00 45,00 1.50 1.75 115 76 151
36,00 51,00 1,90 2.15 129 60 215
42,00 60.00 1.75 2,50 136 60 227
26,00 49,00 1,40 2.30 146 46 317
Oreg. 28.50 46,75 1.45 2,05 145 61 238
Calif, 39.00 63.00 1.60 2445 123 B9 178
Western 32,39 51 445 1,48 2412 129 .2 61.9 208.7
U. S. 19.77 30453 1,02 1.40 120,9 60.5 199.8




