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FARM EMPLOYMENT;
DowN ON AugusT 1

The total number of persons working on farms in the United
States——estimated at 10,633,000 workers on August l—was 16§;r by
1,136,000 than a month earlier, the Department of Agriculture
reported today. This decline is slightly less than for the same
period last year, when the mumber of workers dropped from 12,037,000
on July 1 to 10,867,000 on fZugust 1, but it was enough to reduce
farm employment to the lowest fAugust 1 level recorded in the
series of estimates which began in 1925. Tﬁe mumber of workers
was lower than last year in all sections of the country except
the West North Central, the Mountain, and the Pacific Coast
States.

The larger—than-usual reduction in total employment is a
result of declines in the number of both family and hircd workers.
The number of family workers on August 1 at 7,766,000 was 898,000
lower than on July 1 and 220,000 lower than on August 1, 1940.

The 2,867,000 hired workers estimated for August 1 compare with
3,105,000 a month earlier and with 2,881,000 for August of last
vear. A shift of unpaid family workers to a paid status —on the
farm or elsevhere——probably accounts for part of the decrease in

family workers.



Generally favorable weathor conditions for farm work and
efficient use of the workers employcd have enabled farmers to con-
tinue normal operations with a smaller labor force. There is cvery
evidencc that total farm production is being maintained at a very
high level with no curtailment or loss becausc of a reduced supply
of labor. Milk and egg production was reported at rccord rates
on August 1, harvesting of the largest wheat crop since 1919 is
almost completed, midscason fruit and truck crops are moving to
market in larger volume then a year earlier, and fhe progress of

all important late crovs except cotton and some types of tobacco

is reported to be umsually good.
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Farm employment, August 1, 1941, with comparisons

FARM EMPLOYMELT INDEXES (1910-14 — 100)
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¢ June 1 ¢ July 1 ¢ Auge 1 ¢ June 1 ¢ July 1 & Aug. 1
Item ¢ 1940 ¢ 1940 ¢ 1940 ¢ 1941 ¢ 1941 ¢ 1941
A1l farm workers— : : H : : H
Unadjustedesesecececceccoccscal 99 100 : 90 : 97 98 88
Adjusted for seasonalityeeees 85 88 : 87 84 87 85
Family labor- : : : : T :
Unadjustedecesceseecsscsccecnnel 100 97 87 97 ¢ 95 85
Adjusted for seasonalityeess: 87 87 85 @ 84 : 86 83
Hired labor- : : : : H :
Unadjustedesesscsecesscccacel 96 ¢ 108 : 100 "96 3 107 ¢ 99
Adjusted for seasonalityeeses 81 89 30 90 88 89
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Persons employed in the United Statcs, July 1941, with comparisons
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1,000's 1,000's 1,000's' 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's

11,419 11,966 11,452 11,204 11,709 11,201
8,771 9,028 8,456 8,603 8,769 8,215
2,648 2,938 2,996 2,601 2,940 2,986
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Fa-mily \"OI‘kCI‘S..-...........
Hirod WOI‘kCI‘S.....-...-.-...
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Nonagricultural cmployment 2/ :3/35,163 3/35,425° 35,176 3/38,306 3/38,790 -
Total omploymenteseeeseessssssid/ 46,582 3/ 47,391 46,628 3/ 49,510 3/50,499 -
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Y Average of cstimetes of farm employment as of thc first of the given end the
following month.

2/ Estimetos of the Burceuw of Labor Statistics, U.S.Dept. of Lebore Excludes per—
sons cmploycd on W.P.A. or N.Y.A. projects, cnrollecs in C. C.canps, and nilitery
end naval forcese

3/ Reviscd.



Farm employment, Unitcd States and gcogrenhic divisions,
August 1, 1941, with comparisons

TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT

Geographic ¢ June 1, ¢ July 1,: Auge. 1, ¢ June 1, : July 1, : Aug. 1,

division s 1940 : 1940 : 1940 + 1941 s 1941 s 1941
T S - - S-S B
: 1,000's ¢ 1,000's : 1,000's : 1,000's : 1,000's : 1,000,

United StateSeeseseeceeea: 11,896 12,037 : 10,867 : 11,649 = 11,769 : 10,633
New England...........: 268 @ 273 ¢ 288 ¢ 261 287 274
Middle AtlantiCesecsses 625 @ 709 738 @ 611 ¢ 692 @ 680
East North Centraleee.si 1,560 : 1,600 ¢ 1,591 : 1,506 : 1,594 = 1,524
West North Centralseesf! 1,810 ¢ 1,911 : 1,886 : 1,812 : 1,964 : 1,921
South Atlanticeeeesssa: 2,398 s 2,423 : 2,080 : 2,361 : .2,836 : 2,012
East South Centraleess: 2,072 ¢ 1,912 : 1,542 :. 1,969 : 1,812 ": 1,45
West South Centrale.ee: 2,139 ¢ 2,085 : 1,676 : 2,092 : 2,059 ¢ 1,609
Mountainoesceeecocsnss? 479 537 ¢ 501 : 476 @ 531 552
PacifiCeesecoessccnnest 545 587 ¢ 565 561 594 3 602

FAMILY WORKERS 1/

United StateSeceecessseees 9,131 ¢ 8,925 ¢ 7,986 ¢ 8,874 : 8,664 : 7,766
New Englandececeseceest 166 170 169 173 178 169
Middle AtlantiCevescses 413 461 ¢ 463 ¢ 411 ¢ 452 ¢ 441
East North Centraleese: 1,192 ¢ 1,216 ¢ 1,175 ¢ 1,180 ¢ 1,189 = 1,150
West North Centraleee.: 1,407 ¢ 1,419 ¢ 1,381 : 1,391 ¢ 1,429 : 1,386
South Atlanticeeceseees 1,834 ¢ 1,846 .: 1,571 ¢ 1,815 = 1,724 : 1,545
Fast South Centrnlesse: 1,739 3 1,643 ¢ 1,341 : 1,894 ¢ 1,561 ¢ 1,256
Wcst South Centraleeees 1,714 ¢ 1,563 & 1,288 ¢ 1,598 : 1,522 : 1,214
Mountaineseeeesceees cel 293 303 @ 293 302 302 303
PacifiCeesesssecsocenesns 313 ¢ 304 305 3 310. . 307 306

HIRED WORKERS

United Stwtos............ 2,765 ¢ 2,112 : 2,881 ¢ 2,775 ¢ 3,105 : 2,867
New Englandeesscececeest 102 ¢ 103 : 119 38 ¢ 109 109
Middle AtlantiCeeeoeess 212 248 275 ¢ 200 240 239
Past North Centraleees: 356 364 @ 416 226 405 374
West North Centralesss? 403 3 492 ¢ 505 421 535 ¢ 535
South AtlanticCeeececeses 564 ¢ 577 ¢ 509 545 3 512 467
East South Contraleeeses 273 269 ¢ 201 ¢ 275 s 251 203
West South Centraleesss 425 3 522 338 494 537 ¢ 395
MountaiNeeesoeoacaassss 136 3 234 ¢ 208 174 229 @ 249
PacifiCesscseseccncanet 232 283 260 3 251 : 287 296
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1/ Including farm operators.
Based on rcports from 21,370 farmers.
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South Atlantic States: Annual average wége‘ratés, by classes,
1910-41

¢ Per month ¢ Per month ¢ Por day ¢ Por day
Dabe : with ¢ without : with : without
_________ s board_ _:_ _borrd. _t_. _bonrd_ _i_ _ hoard _
t Dollars ¢ Dollars ¢ Dollars Dollers
19104 eeenvsanncent 13.69 : 19.75 H 78 : 1.02
1911leeeeevsoconsnet 14,17 : 20.356 : «81 : 1.04
1912cesecrecnssnet 4,73 : 21.25 H «83 : 1,06
19130cssascessoaned 15.66 : 22+ 34 : .84 : 1.08
19140 eveeccncancet 14.85 H 21.15 : .80 : 1.04
191 5eeecasessaccel 14.69 : 21.13 : 79 : 1.02
1916eseescsscscnet 16.16 : 2325 : .88 : 1.13
1917eseceoeseecceet 21.79 : 30,24 H 1.15 : 1.50
1918eceecesscssnnt 25.56 : 36.51 : 1.53 : 1.98
1910 ceeseasoscosset 29.78 : 43,22 : 1.82 H 2+ 36
1920 :nceesesoosset 34,81 H 47,67 : 2010 : 2670
1921 -ereeasenenel 21.85 : 31.62 : 1.19 : 1.55
102 n cnesssenncnnt 21.49 : 30499 H 1.15 : 1.51
1923eccessenescent 23447 : 33,77 : 1.723 : 1.63
1924 eceeienenennat 25.42 : 36424 H 1.35 : 1e77
19256 esesncsnsnet 26.52 : 37.73 : 1l.44 : 1.88
1926esencsosccasnel 26479 : 37.87 : 1.4l : 1.85
192762cesssnssaast 25,77 : 36,51 : 1.36 : 1.80
1928escsascnscnnsnt 25456 : 364 4L : 1.36 : 1.78
1929 cecescscccnsnl 25.23 : 36428 : 1.33 : 1.73
19306 esesescassanel 22.8% : 33642 : 1.18 : 1.55
193leseccsoscnsent 17.50 : 26+ 37 : .89 : 1.21
1932cecececcccnnat 12.87 : 19.63 : « 66 ! «89
19383 0eesescacenset 11.88 : 18.15 : 62 : « 84
1934 escecacsesnsnsnt 13.73 : 20,419 : 74 : « 99
19350 a0sessscsseet 14445 : 21.69 : .76 : 1.01
1936sssvesscassnnst 15.02 : 22.50 : 79 : 1.06
19370000 s0000s0nt 16.83 : 25.00 : « 80 : 1.18
193Bccessnsssanent 16.65 : 21,72 : « 87 : 1.17
1930%eesessocesess? 16,64 ¢ 2+ 83 : « 87 : 1.18
1940c0ceesansnssel 17.46 : 26.90 : <02 : 1.22
1940 JaNeeesecsnset 1676 H 25-08 M «88 H 1.20
Apr.........: 16.92 H 25.45 H +« 88 H 1.18
JUlYeeesoeeel 17.55 : 25469 : e 92 : 1l.21
OCteseseseasnt 17.75 : 25,77 : «95 : 1.24
1941 Jan.........: 18.726 H 27.00 H 907 H 1.27
.A.pr.........: 19,03 M 27.07 H «99 H 1.28
TULYesessenet 20457 : 20.73 : 1.09 :
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