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A1R1: TAGE RATES AND REIATED DATA, APRIL 1, 1933, WITH COMPARISONS

Estimated Farm Wage rates, the supply of and demand for hired farm worlk—
ers, and farm employment, as based on reports to the Division of Crop and Live-
stoclt Tstimates, for the United States. These data for previous quarters
sppear in "Crops and Markets" for February, April, July and October, and in

the United States Agricultural Yearbook, 1932, tables 471 and 472, These datsa
will be published in the April issue of "Crops and Markets'.

:Annual ¢ January :  April : January : April
:Average: -8 : :
: ‘ :1910-14: 1932 - 1932 :: 1933 @ 1933
FARM VACGE INDEX _ 100 98 94 74 72
FARM WAGE RATES : . . :
Per month,- with board $20.41 . $19.77 - $19.19 $14.77 $14.67
Per mohth, - without board 29,09 30.53 29,13 23.62 - 22.98
Per day, with board 1.10 1.02 97 .76 .75
Per day, without board 1.43 1.40 1,35 1.06 1.05
SUPPLY OF AND DEMAND FOR FARM LABOR
(% of normal)
Supply - 120.9 122.2 127.3 125.8
Demand ~ o - . 60.5 63.2 53.8 58.9
Supply as a percentage of . :
demand _ - . 199.8 193.4 " 236.6 213.5
FARI” EMPLOYMENT 1/
(Persons per farm)
Family Labor " - 247 2.30 2,11 2.22
Hired Labor ) - 74 .83 2 .79
| Combined - ‘ - 2.91 3.13 2.83 . 3,01
RELATED INDEXES
Farm price index §/ 100 .. 63 53 - 51 50 §/
Ratio of farm prices :
to farm wages 100 64 63 . 69 69
Industrial wages 4/ _ - 191 - 183 164 164 5/
Industrial employment 6/ - .. 85 - 62 57 58 5/
Industrial payrolls 6/ - 49 45 36 36 5/

1/ On farms of crop reporters.

2/ As of the 15th of the month. :

3/ March 1933 ~ Latest data available.,

i/ Average weekly earnings, New York State factories, June ‘1914 = 100,

5/ February 1933 - Latest data available.,

6/ Bureaulgg Labor Statistics index pertaining to mamufacturing industries,
6 = 100.



FARM WAGE RATES AND RELATED DATA, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS,
April 1, 1933, with comparisons

: Annﬁgi K January]:bﬁgril 1

tJanuary 1 ¢ April 1
Geogreaphic- .7 : average : . : : :

Divisions : 1910-14_ ¢ 1832 1932 ;1933 i 1933
FARM WAGE RATES :.Dollars ¢ Dollars : Dollars : Dollars : Dollars
Per month with board : : .
New England 24,23 - 31.8%3 . 30.69 24,80 2% .32
Middle Atlantic 22.08 28,07 27.56 20.52 19.21
East North Central 23.79 21,97 21.90 - 16,05 15.91
West North .Central . 26,02 - 20.98 . 22.63 14.48 16.28
South Atlantic . 14.65 . 14,43 @ 13.38 11.16 10.62
East South Central .. 14.85 - 13,55 = 12,26 . 10,57 . 10.39
West South Central 17.65 15.85 14,38 12.74 12.10
Mountain 32.36 28,92 28.34 20,71 21,58 *
Pacific 33433 35,21 33.48 26,05 24,74
Per month without board : o
New England 37.54 55.65 51.25 43,57 42,31
Middle Atlantic 33.19 46,12 43,78 . 35,94 33,87
East North Central 32.86 33.80 32.07 25,48  24.86
West North Central 36.45 31,65  32.74 24.29 24..77
South Atlantic 20,96 21.80 20,04 17.09 16,37
East South Central 20,72 19,71 18.36 15,48 15,36
West Soutna Central 25,33 . 23.86 ~21.92 19.53 18,44 .
Mountain 46.15 43,17 43,11 32,06 32.92
Pacific 47,97 58.17 55,01 42,82 20,57
Per doy with board _
Kew England 1.27 1.80 1.64 1,32 - = 1.26
Middle Atlantic 1.23 1.66 1.58 1.18° 1.18
East North Central - 1.31 1.17 1.14 .89 .87
West North Central 1.44 “1.12 - 1,11 .81 .83
South Atlantic . .81 W74 .58 .56 54
East South Central .81 .67 .61 .52 .52
West South Central .99 77 W73 : .62 .58
Mountain 1.50 1.39 1.26 .99 1.00
Pacific 1.50 1.54 1.53 1.13 1.12
Per dey without board o
New Englend - 1.71 2.54 2.39 1.96 1.87
Middle Atlantic 1.62 2,30 2,22 1.72 1.66
East North Central 1.68 1.63 - 1.56 1.19 1.18
West. North Central 1.85 1.55 1.58 .16 1,19
South Atlantic 1.05 1,02 91 .78 5
East South Central 1.04 .87 ,82 .. .68. .67
* West South Central 1.26 1.03 .96 .73 .82,
Mountain 2,04 1.83 1.81 1.40 1,40 »
Pacific 2.05 2.36 2,26 1.70 1.66°




FARI: WAGE RATES AND REIATED DATA, by geographic divisions,
" "April 1, 1933, with-cemparisons (Cont'd)

Geographic - tJemuary-t : April 1 tJamucry 1 ¢ April 1 :Jamuery l:April 1

divisiong : 1931 ;1931 : 1932 : 1932 : 1933~ : 1933
".

SUPPLY OF FARi IABOR (per cent of normal) _
New England 112.8 ©  116.9 "  126.9 126.7 132.,3 135.8
. Middle Atlantic - 108.,0 - 109.4 "  118,7° 121.6 128,3 127.7
: East North Central 119.4 °  118.7 128.5 - 132.6 135,3 136.5
West North Central 115,7 °©  112,2 .  123,1° 123.0 129.7 127,3
South Atlantic 109.0 - 108.9 ©  114,2° 113.6 118,1 115.6
East South Central 107.5 108.8 ©  116.8 - 117,3 . 117.1 116,2
West South Central 116.7 113.8 *°  119.2 122.6 129.4 126.1
Mountain 120.4 - 118.7 ©  128.0 131.9 135.5 138.1
Pacific : 122.4 120.4 130.2 126.9 143.3 137.8

DEMAND FOR FARi LABOR (per cent of normal)

s

New England 78.1 76.9 69.1 72.4 66.9 57.5
Middle Atlantic - 75.4 . 79.8 70.3 71.9 64.3 65.6

East North Central 69.1 72.2 - 61,1 - 64.4 56.1 59.7

West North Central 69.4 74,5 56.7 - 61.1 46.8 53.5

South Atlantic 68.0 72.4 63.5 65.7 57.7 63.3

East South Central 61.7. 70.3 59.0 - 63.2 54,6 6l.4

West South Central 55.3 - 60.5 - 55.0 - 56.2 48.2 53.0
Mountain 73,1 - 71.4 59.5 58.1 48,7 52.1
Pacific - o720 74,1 - 63.9 66.8 54.3 58.6

- SUPPLY AS A PERCENTAGE OF DENAND (% of normal) .

' New England 144.5 152.0 183.7 175.0 197.9 201.2
Middle Atlantic 143,1 137.1 168.8 159.1 199.5 191.9

East Northk Central ~172.7 @ 164.4 210.2 205.7 241.1 228.5

West North Central  166.6 150.6  217.0 201.3 277.2 238.2

South Atlantic 160.4 150.4 179.8 173.0 204.7° 182.6

East South Central 174.3 154.8 197.9 185.6 214,3 189.1

West South Central  211.1 188.1 216.7 218.1 268,6 237.8
Mountain 164.6 166.2 215.1 227.0 , 296.1 265.2
Pacific 169,7  162.5 202.8 190,0 264.0 235.0

 EMPLOY: BNT (persons per farm) 1/
Famlly Labor ’ ' ) N

New England 1.55 1.60 1.59 1.56 1.60 1.58
Middle Atlantic 1.65 1.62 1.68 - 1.65 1,65 1.67

East North Central =~ 1.61 1.65 - 1.68 1.75 1.68 1.71

West North Central 1,70 1,79 1.80 © 1.84 1.78  1.80

_ South Atlantic 2.64 . 2.90 2.84 3.13 2.65  2.90

. East South Central 3.44 4,04 .3.47 0 3,71 3,34 3.72
* West Soutk Central 2.78 3.46 2.54 2.79 2.43 2.54
. Mountain . 1.62 . 1.78 1.76 - 1.92 1.73 1.89
Pacific - 1.46 1.50 - . 1.82 1.71 1.71 1.72

1/ On forms of crop reporters.,



FARN WAGE RATZS AND REIATED DATA, by .geographic-divisions, -
" April 1, 1933, with comparisons (Cont'd)

g§ogr§phic :Jamuery 13 April 1 :Jamuary 1 ¢ April 1 :Jemuary liApril 1
ivisions X931 e 1193Y 0 s TI9B2 v 11932 T s ’
FARN EMPLOYiENT (Cont'd) ' S I? o ‘1"?2 ; 158 . 1938 .
Hired ILabor - . . . \*

New England - 1.12 1.16 1.06 - 1.09 1,94 . 1.2

Middle Atlantic © .70 .70 .64 - L70 .61 71

East North Central T.42 .49 .39 .44 .43 .42

West North Central .39 © .48 .43 465 .36 .41

South Atlantic "1.38 1.54 1.19 . 1.43 1.33 1.49

East South Central - 1.63 1.75 1.04 1.05 1.04 1,15

West South Central .84 1.16 .86 .87 .69 v

Mountain . - .51 sl - W51 .57 .51 .52

Pacific » 1.76 1.59 1.52 2.16 1.37 1.54
Combined .

New Englond 2.87 2.76 2.65 2.65 2.54 2.70 \

Middle Atlantic 2.35 2.32 2.32 1 2.35 2.26 2.38

East North Central © 2,03 2.14 2.07 3.19 2.11 2.13

West North Central 2,09 2.27 2,23 2.30 2.14 2.21

South Atlantic " 4,02 4.44 4,03 4.56 3.98 4,39

Enst South Central " 5.07 5.78 4.51 4,76 4,38 4,87

Fest South Central 1 3.52 4,82 3.40 - 3.66 3.12 3,31

Mountain ) " 2.13 2,49 2.27 2.49 2.24 2.41

Pacdific ' _2.22 3.09 3.14 _3.87 3.08 3.26

FARM WAGES

The gencral level of farm wage rates was 72 per cent of the 1910-1914 aver-
age on Aoril 1, 1933, according to an index qomputed by the Crop Revorting Board
of the United States Department of Agriculture. The two point decline in the in-
dex during the first quarter of this year, reduced April 1 farm wage rates -to a
level 22 points lower than a year earlier, and to the lowest point during the past
33 yanrs. Day wages without board, ranged from $2.10.in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island to $455 in South Carolina, Georgia and Alabams on April 1.

The reduction in farm wages since January 1 was in direct contrast to the
- seasonal advance usual durinz the first thres months of the year., As a result of
an increase in the demand for hired farm workers, this advance averaged 5.8 points
from 1923 to 1930, Since 1930, however, the effects of a declining agricultural
products price level have more than offset the increase in demand for hired work-
ers during the soring planting season and average wage rates throighout the couns.
try as a whole have declined from January to Apbril. In fact, the usual seasonal
advance in farm wages avoeared this year only'in Washington, Idaho, lontana, Nortk
Dakota, South Dakota, HMinnesota and Wisconsin, all States along or near the
northern border of the cdéuntry where preparations for the planting of svring-sown
crops were getting under way rapidly.on Anril 1. . * .

*The decline in farm wages siunce January 1 seems to have resulted from the ‘
slighﬁiy lower level of orices of farm oroducts and the ‘desire of farmers to-re- -
“drce to the utmost their out-of-pocket exvenses of- vroduction. The index of farm
orices declined from 51 on January 15 to 50 ver ceat of pre-war on March 15, the
two datces that fit the wage rate iaquiry the closest. Seasonally smaller crop
marketings also reduced the cash income of the farmer on April 1, while the re+ :
strictions to normal banking cperations and a reduction in farm borrowing power
at local financial centers limited crop nroduction loans in many rural com—

munities.
(continued i? vage ¥ 6)



FARIL ° RAT‘S AND RTLATED DATA BY SLA IS, APRIL 1, 1933
' T SUPPT LY OF AND DZATD FOR
WAGY RATES : FARI LA30R: _
STATE Per month’ . Per day = : Sunplw ¢ Demand ¢ Supply
:without: .withoutias £ of : % of ¢ = a4 of
\"1tn board: Tbo-rd:with bozrd: oard : normal : normal . i demand
. Dollars :Dollars: Dollars :Dollars: ST
Fe. 20.25 33.75 1.05 1,55 134 55 ' 244
N. H. 23.75 44,25  1.35 2,05 - 121 72 168
Vt. 20.75 34.50 1.15 1.50 121 75 175
llass. 27.00 - 50.50 1.40 2.10 133 59 193
R. I. '29.00. 53.50  1.55 2.10 139 2 188
Conn. 22.50 45,50 ©1.30 2.05 155 89 225
N. Y. 20.50 35.00 . 1.20 1.70 125 63 198
N. J. 23.00 43,00 1.35 1.85 125 7 162
Pa. 18.25 29.75 1.10 1.55 122 68 194
Ohio 15.75 .. 25.50 .90 1.20 124 55 244
Ind. 16.50 24,75 .85 1.10 - 140 - 59 227
I11, 17.50 24,75 .90 1.15 127 64 198
Kich, 17,80 . 23.75 .85 1.20 152 54 281
Wis. 15.25 25,25 .85 1.25 137 64 214
iiinn. 16.00 24,75 .85 1.30 129 55 235
Iowa 15.50 23,75 .85 1.20 127 56 227
0. 16.00 23,25 .75 1.00 119 55 216
N. Dak. 16.50 26,00 .85 1.30° 120 53 226
S. Daz. 15.50 27,00 .85 . 1.25 126 54 233
Nebr. 15.50 26,00 .85 - 1.20 128 53 242
Kans. - 16,50 26.25 .85 1.25 146 a4 232
Del. 17.00 .28.25 .95 1.25 115 64 180
Md. 18.25 28.75 .90° 1,25 123 65 189
Va. 15.50 22.50 .70 1.00 123 64 192
W, Va,. 15.25 25.00 .80 ©1.15 129 49 253
N. C. 9.75 - 14.75 .50 .65 113 - 59 192
S. C. 7.75 11.75 .40 .55 111 58 168
Ga. 6.75 10.75 .40 .55 111 66 168
Fla. 11.00 19.50 .60 .85 118 68 174
Kyl 13,00 .19.50 .55 .85 122 53 220
Tenn.  ~ 12.00- -~ 17.00_ . .55 .70 1156 68 171
Ala, 8,00 12.00 .45 .55 119 60 198
Fiss. 8,75 13.25 45 .60 107 65 165
Az, 10.75 . 16.25° .50 .70 120 55 218
La. 10.50 16,75 .55 .80 118 52 190
Orla. 1%.50 . 20.50 .65 .90 131 50 262
Ter. 12.75 19.25 .50 .85 120 50 260
iont. 23,25 34,25 1.05 1.55 131 48 273
Idsho 22,00 33,00 1.05 1.50 149 50 298
Wvo. 21.00 32.25. .. 1,00 1.30 134 60 223
Colo. 18,50 30.00 .95 1.3 141 50 282
N. Mex., 17.25 27.50 .80 1.10 128 49 261
Ariz. 26.00 36,50 1.00 1.35 133 64 208
Utah 25.00 37.75 1.20 1.65 148 53 279
Nev, 25,75 42,25 1.30 1.50 1222 54 244
Wash. 21,00 34,00 1.05 1.70 150 51 294
Nreg. 18.75 32.50 1.05 1.45 150 52 288
Calif., 27,00 44,00 1.15 .1.70 132 62 213
U. S. 14.67 22.98 .75 1.05 125,8 58.9 21%,5

5 -



(Continued from page 4)

The decline:ih'April.l farm wage rates from the 1é§éls‘of'é'yéér égo was
i Que to the larger .supply of workers available for hire and a further contraction
in the demand: for ‘their ‘services. :Renorts from croon correspondents 1nd10ated a’ -}
supply of farm labor 125.8 per cent ¢f.normal on the first: of: the month as com- |
parcd with a supply 122,2 per cent: ¢f normal -a year earlier. :The larger: supply :
was related, inhurnq to the reduced'1ev€l'of.emplbymentfihgménﬁfacturihgfin——T‘
dustries. Industrial employment, while only 62 per cent of its 1926 level in o
April 1932, was down to 58 mer cent of. the same base period in February 1933, |
the month for whlch the latest data are avallable. '

The demand for farm 1abor was’ 63 2 ver oent of normal on Aorll 1 1952
according to revorts from crop correspohdents, but only 58.9 per cent of norral
on Anril 1 of this year. his decline was closely related to the decline in
price;“paid farumers for agricultural commodi tieg which dropped from 59 ver
cent of their vre-war average in Avril 1932, to 50 ver cent.in March of this
year. When the supply of farm workers available for hire is exvoressed as a ‘
percentage of dermand, a figure 213.5 ner cent of normal is obtained for Aoril
1, 1933, as commared with 193.4 per cent of normal a year earlier.

- The reduction in the demand for hired farm workers is also reflected |
in the Department's data on farm emplqyment. On April 1, only 79 hired workers
were employed on every 100 farms owned by crop reporters. Although this figure
indicates a seasonal increase of 7 hixed men ver 100 farms since the first of the
year, it is still four workers lower than a year ago.

~ It is, indeed, surorising to find a similar decline in the number of .
persons emvloyed on farms in the families of crop reporters. Various explana-
ticns may be offered for this, however, First, family employment on farms of the
Department's correspondents, who are hetter than average farmers, may not be
representative in so far as:the back-to-the-land-movement is concerned. Second,"
members of the family who have returned from the city may not be Worklng on the i
farm. Third, the reporter msy not consider meumbers of nis family who help = ;
with the chores and other odd jobs as being emoloyed unless he is able to pay |
them some sort of 'a regular monetary remineration. Although the last explana- -
tion undoubtedly is the most plausible, one can be certain that farmers and |
the members of their families aré not exerting as much energy in the production
of crops as they do when there is the likelihood of a more substantial return.
for thelr efforts. .

The purchasing power of the farmers' dollar, in terms of wages, re—
mained unchenges at 69 per cent of pre-war from January 1 to A»nril 1, due to
a similtaneous decline in both orices of farm vwroducts and wage rates. A year
ago, this same ratio amounted to only .63 ver cent of vore-war.

CROP REPORTING BOARD _ .




