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BURFAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMI IS
WASHINGTON
April 11, 1932,
FARM LABOR AND WAGES APRIL 1, 1932, WITH COMPARISONS

Tarm wage rates and farm labor supply and demand as reported to the
Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates of this Bureau. Averaze of reports
covering the United States and by States. These data for previous quarters
aspear in "Crops and Markets!" for February, April, July end October, and in
the United States Agricultural Yearbook, 1931, tables 538 and 539. These data
will be published in the April "Crops and Markets'.

' Annual ' Jamuary | April I Jamuary ' April
! Average ! ! ! !
' 1910-14 ! 1931 ! 1931 ! 1932 ! 1932
Dollars Dollars  Dollars  Dollars Dollars
U. S. IWDEX
Farm Wages (Per
, cent) 100 - 129 127 98 94
Yages - per month with board
United States 20,41 26,03 25.99 19,77 19,19
North Atlantic 22.63 36459 36422 29.13 28.44
Norta Central 24.88 28.56 31.28 21.46 22.27
South Atlantic 14.65 19,53 17,50 14.43 13.38
South Central 16,18 19.34 17.88 14,76 13,37
Far Vestern 32.89 42.65 43,07 32.39 31.18 ,
Wages ~ per month without board
United States 29.09 39.04 38.37 30.53 29.13
North Atlantic 34,31 58465 56.86 48,80 45,88
North Central 34.61 42,29 43,96 32470 32441
South Atlantic 20,96 28.93 26.44 21.80 20,04
South Central 23.07 28.69 26 .64 21.90 20.24
Far Testern 47,14 63,73 65,02 51.45 49.68
Hages — per day with board
United States 1.10 1.38 1.33 1.02 .97
North Atlantic 1l.24 2.19 2611 1.70 1.60
North Central 1.38 1.62 1,61 1.14 1.12
South Atlantic .81 1.00 .90 74 .68
South Central .90 «95 .89 72 .67
Far Western 1.50 1.98 1.96 1.48 1.41
Tages - per day without board
AUnited States 1.43 1.87 1.80 1.40 1.35
North-Atlantic 1.64 2499 2.86 2e 37 227
North Central 1.76 2.21 2.19 1.59 1.57
South Atlantic 1.05 1.37 1.23 1.02 .91
South Central 1.16 1.25 ©1.16 .96 .90
Far “estern 2.05 2.75 2.73 2.12 2.06

FARM LABOR: SUPPLY AND DEMAND APRIL 1.

'Supnly per cent Demand. per cent 'Supply as psrcent-

! of normal ! of normal ! age of Qemand
' Aoril ' April ! April 7 Aoril ' April T April
' 1931 '1932 ' 1931 '1932 11931 1 1932
@~ United States 112.9 122.2 71.1 63.2 158.8 193.4
Northa Atlantic 111.5 123.1 79.0 72.1 141.1 170.8
Vorth Central 115.4 137.7 73.4 62.7 157.2 203.5
South Atlantic 108.9 113.6 72.4 65,7 150.4 173.0
South Central 111.4 120.1 6541 59.5 171.1 =201.8
Tar Western 119,6 129.1 72.9 62.9 164.1 205.3

TARM VAGES

The index of the general level of farm wages on Anril 1 was 94.2 ver cent
of the 1910-1914 average, This reoresents a 3.8 point decline or nearly 4 per
cent “rom the Janvary index, and is the second time on record that the usual’
seagonal increase has falled to materialize. During the five years preceling
1931 the index advenced from 3.2 to 5.8 points from January to A»ril end the
averase increase for the 5 wears 1926-1930 was 4.7 noints. In 1931l for the first
time the index moved contrary to the usval seasonal chauge and declined 2.6
ooints between January and April.

The decline in farm wages wes general for all classes of farm labor
and in practically 211 sections of the country. Accompenving this decline in
vages waspfurther increase in the supply of “arm labor and a seasonal increase
in dewand, however, these two factors are still considerably out of adjust-
ment., Supnly expressed as a perceﬁtage o% demand on April 1 was 193.4 mer cent,

(Continued on next page)



FARM LABOR, WAGE RATES, SUPPLY AND DEMAND BY STATES APRIL, 1932
[ 1

State ! fage Rates ' Sunplv and Demand
agd 'Per month!Per month'Per day 'Per day ! Supply 'Demand ' Sunwvly
Division ' with ‘'without ! with 'without 'ver cent!Per cent'per cent
! board ' board "hoard ' board ! of ! of v of
. ! ! ! ! ! normal ! normal ! demand
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars

Me. 26.75 41,25 1.45 2.00 129 64 202
N. H. 28.75 50.50 1.50 2.35 124 75 165
Tt. 28.25 44,50 1.40 2.10 124 rard 161
Mass, 35.25 58.00 1.80 2.70 130 74 176
R. I. 36,50 70.00 1.90 2.65 120 77 156
Conil. 31.50 57.25 1.90 2.70 125 73 171
N. 7. 28.75 45,25 1.65 2.35 121 70 173
N. J. 32,00 52,00 1.75 2.40 123 80 154
Pa. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 24,75 _ _39.50_ _ _ 1l.45 2,00 122 _ 73 _ _ 169 _ _
N._Atlantic = 28.44 _ 45.88_ _ _ 1.60_ _ 2.27_ _ _ 123.1 _ _72.1_ _ 170.8
Ohio 21.25 32.75 1.20 1.60 126 63 200
Ind 21.25 29,75 1.05 1.40 135 62 218
I11. 24,00 33.00 1.20 1.55 126 68 185
Mich. 19.75 31.00 1.10 1.55 150 57 263
Wis._ _ _ 22.00_ _ _33.00_ _ _1.10_ _ 1.70_ 133 _ _ _ 69 _ _ 193 _ _
E. W. Ceatral _ _21.90_ _ _32.07 _ _ 1,14 _ 1.56 _ _ 132.6 _ _ 64,4 _ 205.7 _
Minn. 22.50 34,00 1.15 1.75 126 59 214
Towa 24,75 33.25 1.20 1.65 122 70 174
Mo. 21.00 29.00 .95 1.30 119 62 192
N. Dak. 20.00 32.50 1.00 1.55 118 53 223
S. Dak. 23,00 35,50 1.10 1.65 124 54 230
Nebr. 24,75 35.25 1.25 1.70 123 64 192
Kens. _ _ _ _ . _ 22.00_ _ _33.25_ _ _1.15_ _1.60_ _ _ 130 _ _ _55_ _ _ 236 _ _
7. W. Central 22.63 32.74 - 1.11 1.58 123.0 61.1 201.3
W. Central _ _ _22.27  _ _32.41 1,12 1.57  127.7  _62.7_ _ 203.5 _
Del 20.50 33,00 1.15 1.45 114 70 163
Md. 24.00 36.75 1.20 1.70 114 74 154
Va. 19.00 27.00 .90 1.20 119 67 178
W, Va. 19.50 29.75 .95 1.35 112 62 181
N. C. 13.00 19.25 .65 .85 115 62 185
S. C. 8.75 13,00 .45 .60 108 66 164
Ga 9.00 13.50 .60 .65 113 65 174
Fla. _ _ 13,50 _ 23,25 _ _ .70 1,06 114 70 _ _ 163 _ _ _
S. Atlantic _ _ _13.38_ _ _20,04 .68 _ .91 113.6 _ _ 65.7_ _ 173.0 _
Ky 16.00 23,75 80 1.05 114 58 197

Na. 9.50 14,50 .50 .70 129 60 215

Miss, 10.00 15.25 .50 .70 108 64 169
Ark, 13,00 19.50 .60 .85 115 58 198
La. 12.00 19.50 .75 .90 118 67 176

. Okla. 16.00 24,25 .80 1.05 124 52 238

‘ Tex.. _ _ _ _ _ _ 15.25_ _ _23.00_ _ _ _.75_ _1.00_ _ _ 127 _ _ _ 53 _ _ 240 _ _
S. Central  _ _ _13.37_ _ _20.24 .67 .90 _ 120.1 _ _ 59.5_ _ 201.8 _
Mont 24,50 41,730 1.30 1.20 134 49 273
Ida. 30.75 46,25 1.35 1.95 179 58 240
Tvo 28.00 43,00 1.25 1.85 127 73 174
Colo, 24,25 30.75 1.15 1.75 132 55 240
V. Mex, 24,00 37 .25 1.00 1.40 129 59 219
Ariz. 32.50 45,00 1.30 1.70 128 75 171
Utah 36.50 52,00 1.60 2.15 130 50 260
Nev. 45,00 63.00 1.60 2.40 129 64 202
Wash. 26.30 47,75 1.40 2.15 141 58 243
Oreg. 25.75 45,25 1.35 2.00 133 67 199
Calif. _ _ _ _ _ 37.00_ _ 59.00_ _ _l.60_ _ 2.35 _ _ 122 _ _ _69_ _ _ 177 _ _
Jestern _ . _ _ _ 3l.18_ _ _49.68_ _ _ 1.4l 2.06_ _ _ 129.1 _ _ 62.9 _ 205.3 _
United States 19.19 29.13 .97 1.35 122.2 63,2 193,4

FARM WAGES - Cont'd .

The number of persons emploved on farms of crop reporters on Aoril 1 was
reported at 313 ner 100 farms es compared with 291 reported on January 1, This
increase in the number of persons emoloyed is the result of an increase in
femily lebor which was reported at 230 persons per 100 farms on April 1 as
comperet ith 217 per 100 ferms on January 1. Hired labor, - . from 74
ver 100 farms on Januars 1 to 83 per 100 on Anril 1. increased




