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LAMB CROP

The 1974 United States lamb crop is estimated at 10.6 million head, down
8 percent from the 1973 crop of 11.5 million head, according to the Crop Report-

ing Board.

The January 1, 1974 number of breeding ewes 1 year old and older totaled
11.2 million, a decline of 7 percent from a year earlier, while ewe lambs under
1 year were down 3 percent.

The lambing percentage for 1974 (number of lambs saved per 100 ewes 1 year
old and older on hand January 1), at 95 is the same as in 1973.

SHORiv WOOL

Wool shorn and to be shorn in the United States during 1974 is estimated
at 134.2 million pounds, grease basis. This is a decrease of 8 percent from
the 1973 production of 145.3 million pounds. The 1974 production is equivalent
to 64.0 million pounds, clean basis, compared with 69.3 million pounds in 1973
based on a conversion factor of 47,7 percent,

The number of sheep shorn and to be shorn, estimated at 16.3 million, was
down 7 percent from the 17.6 million shorn in 1973, The 1974 average fleece
weight is 8.24 pounds, compared with 8.25 pounds last year.

Texas, the leading wool producing State, expects a wool clip of 23.7
million pounds compared with 26.4 million pounds in 1973. Wyoming, the second
ranking wool producing State, expects to have 13.7 million pounds of wool prod-
uced in 1974, compared with 14.5 million pounds in 1973.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
S1ATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE CROP REPORTING BOARD

\ MtAn 5-1 (7-74) WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 J
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Crop Reporting Roard, SRS, USDA

LAME CROP AND WOOL, July 1974



