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Catfish Losses to Wildlife in 2003 Reported by 69 Percent
of All Operations

A survey of producers in the 13 largest catfish producing States revealed that 69 percent reported some
wildlife-caused losses in 2003, the same percentage as when the survey was conducted in 1996.  The
lowest rate of reported losses was in the Southeast, where 56 percent reported wildlife losses, compared
with 46 percent in 1996.  The highest rate of loss was reported in Arkansas, at 79 percent, compared
with 74 percent in 1996.

The average cost of wildlife-caused loss for all States was $17,200 per operation reporting a loss, while
the average expense to prevent loss was $9,200.  Birds were reported as being the most common cause
of loss, with great blue herons reported by 64 percent of the growers reporting loss.  Other cormorants
were reported by 45 percent and double crested cormorants by 41 percent.  Muskrats, reported by 29
percent of the growers reporting loss, were the most frequently cited mammal, primarily for damaging
dikes and roads.  Of those producers reporting wildlife-caused losses, the primary types of damage were
wildlife eating catfish reported by 96 percent of the growers, 66 reported injury to catfish, 38 percent
reported feeding patterns interrupted, and 27 percent reported levee or road damage.

This Wildlife Damage Survey was funded by USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services. 
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  1 Source:  USDA, NASS, Catfish Production, February 5, 2004.
  2 Average of operations reporting wildlife caused losses.  May not calculate due to rounding procedures and non-response

calculations.
  3 Average of those operations reporting expenses to prevent wildlife caused losses.  May not calculate due to rounding and

non-response calculations.
  4 Includes FL, GA, KY, NC, and SC.
  5 Includes CA, IL, and MO.
  6 Includes LA and TX.



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis
of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital
or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or
TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

ACCESS TO REPORTS!!

For your convenience, there are several ways to obtain NASS reports, data products, and services:

INTERNET ACCESS

All NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet
and go to the NASS Home Page at: www.usda.gov/nass/.  Select “Today’s Reports” or Publications and then
Reports Calendar or Publications and then Search, by Title or Subject.

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTION

All NASS reports are available by subscription free of charge direct to your e-mail address.  Starting with the
NASS Home Page at www.usda.gov/nass/, click on Publications, then click on the Subscribe by E-mail
button which takes you to the page describing e-mail delivery of reports.  Finally, click on Go to the
Subscription Page and follow the instructions. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PRINTED REPORTS OR DATA PRODUCTS

CALL OUR TOLL-FREE ORDER DESK:   800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada)
Other areas, please call 703-605-6220                FAX:  703-605-6900

(Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order acceptable for payment.) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ASSISTANCE

For assistance with general agricultural statistics or further information about NASS or its products or
services, contact the Agricultural Statistics Hotline at 800-727-9540, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail:
nass@nass.usda.gov. 


